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An.%. 27 Then he said, T la?ay thee t.h(;'reﬁ)m, fath,
- that thou wouldest send him to my father'y e,

28 for I have five brethren ; ‘L}mt, he may 1,
tify unto them, lost they also come into thjg I,;JZ

of torment. ‘ . .
29 Abraham saith unto him, PThey haye Mogeq

P Teal, 8. 20,
wophets ; let them hear them,

& B 16,

A 1y s, nnd the * _

. 5o 80 And ho said, Nay, father Abraham : but jp o
went unto them from the dead, they will repent,

& 17,11,

31 And he said unto him, If they heap ot
eram12. Moses and the prophets, 1neither will they b per-
W guaded, though one rose from the dead.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 Chrixt teacheth to avoid occasions of offence, 3 One to forgive o
ower of faith. T How we ave bound lo God, and not IIengh;:'

6 The p , ;
]’1 He %ca(eth ten lepers. 22 Of the kingdom of God, and the Cotming

of the Son of man,

o
’"'-h-‘-o-...,\-

s PR

27, “ My father’s house.” That is, his carthly father’s house, hig
former home, when on earth, Abraham had spoken of no “great gulf”
between Paradise and earth, and so the rich man thought Tazaryg
might perhaps be allowed to go thither.. We find in this request 4
hint as to the remembrance of those still alive by the dead. If thig
miserable man could *in hell” think of his five brethren still on earth,
much more may we suppose the spirits of the blest able to take an
interest in those they have known and loved in this life. As to their
being able to visit them we have no hint given.
29. “ They have Moses and the prophets”’”* That is, They have
sufticient witness—sufficient light—if they really desire to know . God’s
will.
% Liet them hear them.” Not ‘Let them listen to’ only—hut ¢ Let
“them obey them,” The word “hear” has in the Greek this fuller
“roeaning. Bhils 2 :
' '80. “Nay, father Abraham,” &o. The rich man thought, from
his own experience, and from his knowledge of his brethren, that. they
were little likely to repent through the teaching of Moses and the
prophets, and he pleaded with Abraham that a visitor from the dead,
to assuro them of the truth of the world to come, and of the misery
of the godless there, would awaken them to a real sense of their danger.
8L “If they hear not” &c This seems a strange and startlin
answer. Yet was it not proved to be true? A TLazarus was indee
to go to the unbelieving people from the dead :—~not the Lazarus 1
Abraham’s bosom, but the Lazarus of Bethany; yet his resurrection
only roused the Pharisecs to more active measureg against Christ. ﬁ;nd

Oue far greater than Lazarug was to come from the dead, yet neither

then -were they gersu&ded. he truth is, the faith and repentanc
~which the “five brethren” needed, did not require any stronger testl-

thony on'which to rest. They had all the proof thmuld want. Tho
- ; 1,',~g'ed.b.‘7,wﬂ‘ng ¢

heart and the will were wrong, and these are not
wdens, but by tho grucs of God,
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, whom they come!
o Tt wer

hal’lged about

thgnT ake heed to yourselves :

355 against thee, °rebuke him

forgive him.

He unto the 'disciples, a
that offences will come :

petter for him that a millstone wepe 0 >
his neck, and he cast into
that he should offend one of these litt]

the sea,
€ ones,

PIf thy brother tres- b Matt. 18,15,
; and if he repent, ¢ vev. 19, 17.

Prov. 17. 10,
a . . James5.19,
4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in
, day, and seven times in a da turn again to thee,
saying, I Tepent; thou shalt forgive him,
sayings ~ - it

CHAPTER XVII
1-6, Sayings concerning offences, forgiveness,
and faith,

1, “Offences.”” Occasions to fall, or tem
&, Matt. xvil. 27.). To tempt others, e

to sin, is verily to do the devil’
oceur, though in different orde

nptations to sin (See on
specially the young or weak,

8 own work, This verse and the mnext

r, in the discourse upon Christ’s little
ones in St. Matthew (xviii. 6, 7.).

3. “If thy brother trespass® &ec.

! SPe This may be connected with the
foregoing as teaching Christians how to treat offences when they arise
from brother Christians,

The “Rebuke him” seems to answer to the
“Tell him his fault between thee and him alone” (See on St. Matt.

xviil. 16—18, where this point is differently treated.). Plainly the
“rebuke” must be gentle and patient, not in anger or resentment. It
must spring from a heart which has already forgiven, though the word
of forgiveness may be withheld till he repent, or express his sorrow.

4. “Beven times in a day” A saying as much without limit as
the “ seventy times seven” (St. Matt. xviii. 22.). e _

“ Saying, I repent.”” We should certainly be less inclined to believe
in the reality of the sorrow the seventh time than the first. But we
need not judge of that, Christ does not say, *if he repent’, but ¢if he'
‘say, L repent. The expression of sorrow ought to satisfy us. Howgvel
often a brother humbles himself to say he is sorry, and to ask pardon,

We must be ready to forgive. Is mot this the way we hope God will
deal with-us? (See on St. Matt. vi. 14, 15.)

1. “ Then said He” This is simply
‘And

time within the space of four verses we
He said’ in the Greek, and is

us not of necessity connected in any
Vay with what has gone before. 1t may
have been spoken at quite another tnﬁ?.

gain we cannot be sure whether the
fayings recorded in the first tennv%s%sl
of thig chapter were spoken ath gb
her, or are simply gathered together ﬁ}[-
St. Tuke. There is however a s%che
ciently clear connection betweeln Jhe
first six verses to make it probable tha
they form one unbroken conversation.

4. “Seven times

a day.”  Here a third | He there more

reminded of the same chapter in
%ie Matthew (xviii.), these words seem-
iné; to refer to St. Peter’s question as to
forgiving his brother seven times. }?}V%
must however beware of supposing dtiffa
Qt. Luke is here simply giving & L ];a-
rent version of the discourse relate th'y
St Matthew. The differences in all this
pa:qsage concemingftheﬂbr%)th(:e[rtsi’;rexsl})lf,csg
o oo great for that.
%?ttgrtg su%pose %\llr Lordpg?naew%?cr}?
i uching on the same
i fully discusseg,

__#
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Ap.30. 5 And the apostles said unto the Lorg, Incregg,

our faith. _ ‘
a2, 6 ¢ And the Lord said, If ye had fajty ,
Stk o, 23, grain of mustard seed, ye might say unt, thiz
€1LB. - Coeamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the yoy

and be thou planted 1n the sea; and it shou)g

obey you.
7 ﬂ' But which of you, havin’g a servant plOWing

p o our faith.” If this petition followed the foregy;
wo?as, {? c;?)?ﬁd seem that the Apostles felt that their Master’zgglunli
was hard to obey, and that to do so they neceded a stronger faith
than they already possessed. Their petmou is like that_of the fathey
of the lunatic child, * Lord, I believe, help Thou mine unbelief
(See on_St. Mark ix. 24.). These petitions—so suitable for us wiy,
our weak dim faith—are made to Him who best can grant them, fo,
Jesus is the “author”—that is, beginner—“and finisher of our faith,»
He plants the grain of mustard-seed, and He makes it grow,

6. “If ye had faith” &e. The wonderful power of faith is spokey
of in a like manner on other occasions (See on St. Matt. xvii, 20,),
The plucking up of the tree—(no doubt our Lord pointed, as He spoke,
to one before Him)—and the planting of it in the sea 18 a simple natura]
impossibility, like the removal of mountains, and Oh_rl.st thus spoke in
order to show that faith could work works in the spiritual world quite
impossible to the natural man. The charity which coqld forgive 4
brother seven times a day seemed to the Apostles such an impossibility,
Yet faith—even a little grain of true living faith—could do greater
things than this. It could remove mountains of pride and obstinacy,
and pluck up by the roots the firmest, most decply-rooted, habits of sin,
We may notice that the grain of mustard-seed signifies more than
simply the least portion. It is not the same as a grain of sand. The
seed has life in itself, and the power of growth, and the germ of a great
tree. And so true faith, even if small and weak at first, will grow and
increase till it can do mighty works. Thus our Lord answers the prayer
“Increase our faith”, by words which would set forth to the Apostles
the manner of its increase. It must grow like the seed. Yet He will
foster and nourish it,

“ Sycamine tree.”” This is the same as the mulberry.

7—10. Unprofitable Servants.

7. * But which of you,” &e. This is a short parable, drawn from
every-day life. If taken in close connection with the foregoing, it
would be a warning against any pride or reliance in such mighty works
a3 might be performed by faith ; as though the lesson were, But after
all, even lf' your faith were strong enough to enable you to overcome
all difficulties and perform all God’s will, you would have no groun
of boasting ; for are you not God’s servants, bound to do all that He
commands ?

“A servant.’” Literally ‘a slave’,—one bought with a price, and

absolutely belonging to th : 1 with our
gelves more exa(;gt, g to the master, thus making the paralle
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. cattle, will say unto him by and by, A.D.so.
r feec}ggi s come from the field, Go and sit dowzl

0
whent

0 meaf({ will not rather say unto him, Make read

8 {&ivith I may sup, and gird thyself, © and serve ®ch.12.37.
wBeEt T have eaten and drunken ; and afterward
mé ‘shalt cat and drink ?

thguDoth he thank that servant because he did the
ngs that were commanded him? I trow not. t Job 22. 3.

thiO Qo likewise ye, when ye shall have done all e
things which are commanded you, say, We Rom 3.1z

those i ) 5 ¥ & 11. 85.

o funproﬁtable servants: we have done that which 1Gor. 9. 16,

i}as our duty to do. Philem. 11.

—

g, “Will not rather say’ &c. That is, before a master will let
pis servant rest and enjoy himself, he makes him complete “his work,
and fulfil all his wishes. So we must not expect God to be satisfied,
and to reward us, when we have done some few things, for we owe Him
21l we can_do. This certainly sets before us our relation to God in its
parder and sterner aspect. But how lovingly does our Lord present
to us the other side, when He says, ¢ Blessed are those servants, whom
uthe lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you,
«that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and
«will come forth and serve them” (xii.87.). The one view teaches
us how to look upon our own work, that we may be very humble ; the
other teaches us how Christ will ook upon it, that we may be very
hopeful. Would we serve Ged well? Then must we know, first our
own nothingness, and secondly the Saviour’s love. ‘

9. “Doth he thank’ &c. That is, ‘Does he think he owes that
‘servant any particular thanks for doing only the work he is bound
‘and kept to do?’ |

10, “ Bay, We are unprofitable servants.” ¢ Miserable is he whom
f Qod calls an ‘unprofitable servant’ (See St. Matt. xxv. 30.) : bappy
“is he who calls himself s0” (Bengel.). By thus speaking we mean that
we have no claim on God, as though we had done Him any service
heyond what we were bound to do. If we had done—or could do—all,
this would be true. What then must we say of ourselves, when we
have done so little, and left undone so much? Well may the Apostle
B, By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His
. sight” &Rom. iii, 20.) ; and well may the Psalmist pray, ¢ Enter not
o judgment with Thy servant, O Lord, for in Thy sight shall no

man living be justified ” (Ps. cxliii, 2.).

[ —

-

,G%{le‘; Through the midst of Samaria and | mentioned in St. Matt. xix. 1, where ses

This probably means on the | Nofe. This was indeed the usual route
I?rders betweenp Samagia, and Galilee. | by which Galilean Jews travelled to
i 8, our Lord may have been at this | Jerusalem, the river Jordan being crossed-
tome Passing towards the Jordan in order | twice in order to avoid passing through
thiscms% 1t and fravel through Persea; | the unfriendly Samaria,
U8, being the game journey as that
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1 B as
Ap.so. 11 9 And 1t came to pass,‘1 tllieHmeidvgsn} {0 Jory.
gr,‘;ke o051, salem, that He passed through 5 Samarja
Si'lm 4, 4. alld Gahlee.

12 And as He entered into alcel‘t‘ainnville}ge, there
»lev.13.46 met Him ten men that were ICPoLs, which' g, 1
far off : — .
atl%% (zmd they lifted up theér voices, and said, J esug
aster. have mercy on us. . )
Mllr(j\,nd when He saw them, He said unto they
1ov13.2. 1Glo shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came
$16% . to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.
Sho5 14 15 And one of them, than he saw that he wag
healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorifieg
God,

T ——
11—19. The cleansing of the Ten Lepers,

12, “T.epers, which stood afar off.’’ 'This legers were compelleg
to do, giving warning of their presence by the cry, ‘ Unclean, uncleay 2
that no one might be polluted by touching them accidentally (See op
St. Matt. viil. 2.). :

14. % Go shew yourselves unto the priests.”” This must have seemeq
a strange command, for they were not yet cleansed, and to show them-
selves to the priests while still leprous would be abs.urd. It proves then
that these men had at least some measure of faith in their coming cure
that they obeyed at once this strange command, and -set out to do as
our Lord had bidden them. We cannot fail to observe how very dif-
ferently our Lord performs His cures in different cases, doubtless
suiting His manner of healing to the special circumstances and character
and faith of the person to be healed. He seems in the present case to
be putting to the proof the faith of these ten lepers, and also testing
their gratitude, for the sake of our instruction. We have in this com-
mand, “Go shew yourselves unto the priests”, a remarkable instance
of our Lord’s constant respect for the Law and Religion of the Jews,
even though administered by unworthy men (See on St. Matt. xxiii, 2,3.).
A question has been raised as to whether the Samaritan leper would be
sent to his own priest, who would be a priest of a false faith, or to the
Jowish priest who would probably decline to have any dealings with
him, Tt is a question of little importance, but as the visit to the
priest was chiefly to obtain a certificate of health which would gain

the healed man admittance to all places of general resort, our Lord may

in this case have left the command quite general, allowing each to g0
to his own priest. -

. As they went, they were cleansed” And in simple unquestion-
Ing obedience to our Lord’s commands, and use of the means He g1ves
u, shall we too find the healing of our souls. We must not wait fill
;reogie;e:v?ﬂ Zue hialed. T]%a,t is want of faith, But, believing Ohrls@lS
» We must go on obeying Hi ing Wi
0t 68 20 lg{ ; pleasee?mg Hls commands, and the healing

19 "o hack.» It seems probable that the band of lepers had
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foll down on his face at Hig
Fin ﬁlllfnks: and he was a ng(linarit.an,
1 Jesus answering said, Were they
17113%3 2 but where are the nine? ere not ten
diaf; There are not #pund that returned to oive
Jory 10 God, save jcllls S’cranger. ; g
819 k And He said unto him Arise, go thy way ;% Mait. 9. 22

feet, giving A.D. 3,

ihy faith hath made thee whole, & 1o 5%
20 9 ini Yhell He was demanded of the Pha- g%:‘*g

/OI;some distance before they perceived that the were h K
% would be an act taking up time and causing trgublzr(?co eail:ed. o
pord. And only one had sufficient gratitude for thig! Dre {)l rln ot
21l would speak of their thankfulness. Only one took paj oubtless they
It appears that this man turned back immediately he \1; m% 0 Dparg
out waiting to go to t%g? pxicilest. 88 healed, with-

« @lorified God.”” We should rather e ¢ ’
for why was it needful to turn back in}ialislcgr tgc? Vgﬁﬁ“% u&l ;[O %es?s ’
this poor Samaritan must have felt that in the presenceyof J? est hm o
pearer to God, and, though we are not to understand that husl e.gvag
Jesus as God, yet he could not glorify God aright withou?c - Ortl fel
homage to Him who had healed him by the power of God. O g:aIf ud
Himself allows this truth—namely that returning to offer .Himu‘rh 011;
was returning to glorify God (18,). S

16. ““ A Samaritan.” Whom a common mi joi
who else would have been his bitter foes (See Ot;er%rt.h Ega’i]t?lg?%.go fheee

17, “Where are the nine?’” This must be evermore the sad
enquiry concerning those to whom God has shown any special mercy.
Of such as haye been spared in dangerous sickness, or delivered from
some great peril, or of such as have received some unlooked for blessing,
must we not ask, “ Where are the nine?”

18, “ 8ave this stranger.” In this Samaritan—a “ stranger” as he
was to the stock and religion of Isracl—might have been seen by those
whq had eyes to see a pledge of the freedom of God’s mercies in Christ.
This stranger received a blessing which the nine Jews lost through
their ingratitude.

19, “Thy faith hath made thee whole” This might be said of
all ten in regard to their bodily healing. Their faith received that.
But this one’s gratitude won for him more than that, His faith worked
by love ; and his healing was a better healing than theirs: for doubtless
he was made whole in soul as well as body, and went away blest ,Wlth
a spiritual healing, which would rouse fresh gratitude in his already

gratefal heart.

90—87. The Coming of the Kingdom of God,
" Coming of the Lord.

Compare St. Matt. xxiv., (Verses referred to in the; marg;g.) )

80, “ When He was demanded.”’ That ii, l];as};fl% ’n(izuwi&lss’a =
usual, with a wish to entangle Him 1 His adic,l it
honest desire to learn, The Pharisees certainly did 1 L el
“kingdom of God” aright, and Jooked for something V1St

and the
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ssees, when the kingdom of God should ey
A2 gﬁgwéred them and said, ']_jhe kingdom of ,GI;ICQI
2on,without- cometh not 2 with observation S—
‘1vard2;kew. 911 neither Shall they Say’God 81'82 : .Ol‘,. lo thel‘e\
mRom. 14 17. for. behold, ™ the kingdom of=Goc 18 “within you,
20r,among "~ 95 Apnd He said unto the 'chselples, "The gqy
4o . hen ve shall desire t0 see one of 41°
oS00 Matt,0. Will come, W M f the
15" days of the Son of man, and ye shall not seq i
Jom 1712 50 0 And they shall say to you, See here

Mark 13. 21.

Mark & ™" there : go not after them, nor follow them,

:its greatness and glory. They had heard first St. John the By

glllétsaf%erwa,rds Ohris% Himself declaring this kingdom to be at hg;lgt

and they now ask—it would seem In mocking unbelief—when it would
1ly come.

reét‘ 1{101; with observation.” Not with outward pomp and show (Seq

Margin), so that all men could mark and observe it.

21, “T.o here! or, lo there!”” So that we dare not point to any

ecial place—or any special church—or any special persons—and say,
“There, and not elsewhere, is the kingdom of God.’

“Within you” This would be better ‘among you’ (as in Margin),
It certainly was not “within” the Pharisees to whom our Lord wag
speaking. Yet ‘among’ them it was, claiming its subjects—here one
and there one—from the ranks of those whom the Pharisees scorned
and despised. It is true the word translated “within” may mean this
equally with ‘among’; and possibly the very double meaning of the
word itself may have been intended to turn the gaze of the Pharisees
from things of outward observation to the secrets of their own hearts,
and to lead them to grasp the truth that the kingdom already ¢among’
them might also become “within” them, if they would.

22, “The days will come,” &c. Our Lord has turned from the
Pharisees to His disciples, though probably still speaking within hearing
of the latter. From the presence of the kingdom among them ]er
naturally passes to the presence of the King. It is as though He said,
tuning to His disciples, ‘Even ye know not the greatness of your
‘ privileges, and who and what is amon you.’ )

“One of the days of the Son of man” One of the days of His

sojourn with you on earth, This, when that sojourn is over and the
Bridegroom is taken away from you, ye shall long for in vain, wishing
ye had valued His

 valt presence more when ye had it. If the Pharisees
were listening to these words, they would seem to cry out to them,
j While ye are spending your time in questionings, I am passing aways

and the day of grace is going!” (Stier.).

23, “Bee here; or, see there.” Jesus had just said that they should

e

sf%aatgf‘in?’fig"dm of God” See on|that. This refers simply to the coming

: to the de:
course very . similar to gchemg:g: ‘3%2. ot Jernedlenn, b R

forestalling of £ the warnings O
course ) g of some of e
corded (i)xtll é}ae M%I&%?tx%fv Oélt‘te%f[ ;1?1; that longer and later discourse, and the

: : jg versiol
X, and 8t Luke xxi warnings St. Luke omits in his Wyt
‘ : . L. We must not | of that dis in xxi, probably
however confound this discourse with | avoid repgggi%gr.se . g
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< the lightning, that lighteneth out of A.p. 30,
24 PFola ;;Sun der heaven, shineth unto the otheroy
the oﬁ‘; (%;r neaven; so shall also the Son of man
_][U'. 18 L. /. .
%,e in q%;t( E}rst must He suffer many things, and« Mark 8. 51,
2{ cted of this gene.ra‘blon. &10.33.
be 2%\ 1d as it was in the days of Noe, so shall, g7
. Qf also in the days of the Son of man, Matt. 24. 37,
1,276 They did eat, they drank, they married wives,
oy were given In marriage, until the day that
tNoe entered intonthe ark, and the flood came, and

troved them all. . ) ‘
de2381 ﬂyLikewise also as 1t was in the days of Lot 3§ Gen. 10,
ey did eag;, tﬁley bdgelxéﬂfi they bought, they sold,
they planted, they bulided ;

2% gut tthe same de_my that Lot went out of Sodom § Gon. 16,16,
it rahaedhﬁre %nd brimstone from heaven, and de-
stroyed them all. ‘

30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the
Son of man *is revealed. %2Thes.1.7,

31 In that day, he *which shall be upon the T
housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not =
come down to take it away: and he that is in the
field, let him likewise not return back. :

32 Y Remember Lot's wife, | T Sy

Matt. 24, 27.

long in vain for another sight of their Lord in the flesh. So they must
not be deceived by any pretending to show them Christ, or to be them-
selves the Christ. Tt will be the same with the King as with the
kinglom. Men will say,“Lo here! or, Lo there!” As they have
thought to find the kingdom of Christ in some special place, or visible
power; so will they think to find Christ Himself in many false and
oolish ways, But let His people wait for Him; for His coming will
¢ such as none can mistake—sudden, manifest, startling. _

25. “But first must He suffer” &c. This note of suffering strikes
Somewhat strangely on the ear in the midst of the prophecy of the
Second great appearing. But it was needful. The disciples might

ave thought the Saviour was immediately about to reveal Himself as
the conquering J udge. - So He pauses a moment to remind them that
Suffering and humiliation must come first. . sk

28, “'The ‘days of Tot” Our Lord here adds this example to tmf
of the Flood, which He uses alone in the discourse on the Mount o

lives, St. Peter, doubtless remembering this discourse, uses %13 sa(rixlle
two examples to show that “ the Lord knoweth how to deliver ¢ (; g_odyl
“out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judg
“1ment to be punished” (2 St. Pet. ii. 5—9.). , . this

32. “Remember Lot’s wife” A striking warning, found in
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+ Whosoever shall seek to save his life g,
f}.;?.'_?.’%g it'33&n d whosoever shall lose his 11f<13 shall PreServel(ﬁe
‘Mites. 84 o] tell you, in that night there sha]] 1"

tw
€92 . e in one bed ; the one shall be taken, and

.9, o
ohn 12, 25.
» Matt. 24,40, hall be left. oL
%‘!Ir_ th.«i. u.o‘o}ge;rj?wo women shall be grmﬁlilf%[g together ; the on
<hall be taken, and the other le ﬁ u
yonsao 36 2Two men shall be 1 the field ; the opg ]
yorsels » be taken, and the other left.

mostofhe g7 And they answered and said unto Y,
copies. b \Where, Lord? And He said unto them, Whe,’
b Job 39. 80, 3

Matt. 24. 28, goaver the bOdy 7:8, thit-her Wlll the eagles be ga-
thered together.

—

lone, and giving great force to the previous command, which ;

g%sageff?und in thg gregatgdiscoqrse on the mount of. 011ng. We ca;

hardly doubt that Lot's wife sinned not alone by disobedience to {he

Angel's command, but also by lingering regrets for all the earthly
goods she was forced to leave behind her. e :

33, “ Whosoever shall seek” &c. This, which is a saying of oy
Lord repeated on several occasions (See on St. Matt. x. 39, and xvi. 25,),
has a singular fitness here, as following the mention of Lot’s wife, who,
anxious to save her life—that is, what she valued as her life—lost it,
And thus, a8 the Apocryphal writer says, the ¢ standing pillar of salt”
became “a monument of an unbelieving soul” (Wisd. x. 7.).

“ Shall preserve it.” The original word here is peculiar, and means
‘shall bring it to birth” He that loses his temporal life for Christ’s
sake, shall not only “preserve” his eternal life from destruction, but
shall through the loss of the former actually enter into the possession
and enjoyment of the latter. Thus the early Christian martyrs looked
on the flaming faggots as chariots of fire to carry them to heaven, and
the jaws of the hungry lions as the gates of Paradise. And thus too,

in its degree, every sacrifice of earthly things for Christ’s sake is a gain
of heavenly, ' '

84. “In one bed.” A closer companionship than even that of
Jabourers in the field an panionship than

d at the mill, as given in the later discourse
on the Mount of Olives, , a8 given in the la
37. “Wheresoever the body is.* e ht out
Lord must be spea ody is,” &e. The disciples thought

King of some judgment on some particular natiot

wondering perhaps whether ! . o
not greatly in engor er it could be their own (and indeed they W

L error, for He might have spoken of the judgment hangiié
overttlag Jewish people in preégise]y thesé)ame terms, é]s Wge gee from the
%wl;%a' dlscourse already o often referred to, in which He speaks of thg
the Jgs lgn}ents—-thap of the Jews and that of the world—in one). Th‘:n
b B‘Eh " , 11 Wondenpg awe, " Wher e, Lord?” The Lord answers the

y 118t proverh, which He uses also in the other great discourse, &
ST _/

36. Thig verse i s ' s With
the oldest, contoy oot found in many of | mistake by some copyist familiar
very easily ﬁ;e‘?eoggléhs %‘?ﬁg}; %lélremgg the words g'n St. Matthew xxive
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CHAPTER XVIIL A.D. 80.

2 Of the Pharisce and the publican. 15 Chile

. ,',,morw"“‘“cﬁff-?s‘ifn' 13? Afruler that would follow Christ, but 3s

Sf}’,mebrmlgm o Ches. 28 The reward of them that leave all for His

;"!;;3""‘@1111’:’[6’&?0; esheweth His death, 35 and restoreth a blind ‘man to
=5

sk . :

Kﬁ) Ho spake a parable unto them ¢o this end,

{at men ought ®always to pray, and not to® ch, 11, 5.

" %Oﬁl"(}zism.
fam; ) 2 1 3 2 . ) p 2 .
9 saying, There was ®In a city a judge, which G

1.4.%,
geared not God, neither regarded man :

Thess, 5.
17.
. . P . 2G ‘ R .
3 and there was & widow in that city; and she®Jrinacer
;ame unto him, saymg, Avenge me of mine adversary.

e—

shich signifies that the judgments will fall wherever they are deserved,
just a8 the vultures are sure to flock wherever there is a dead carcase,
The fact that in the present discourse there is no allusion to the
destruction of Jerusalem, the whole being concerned with the final

coming of the Liord, makes it the more unlikely that the eagles have
any reference in the other discourse to the Roman standards,

CHAPTER XVIII.
1-8. Parable of the Unjust Judge.

This Parable doubtless arose out of the discourse related in the last
chapter, and was meant to encourage the Church in times of distress,
but especially in the season of severest trials which is to come before
the-end. Tt is like the parable of the Friend at Midnight, both in
its object, which is to set forth the power of persevering prayer, and
in jts way of teaching, which is by contrast,—the argument being,
If a bad man will do this, how much more God (See on xi. 5.).

L “Always to pray” So St. Paul commands. “Pray without
“ceasing” (1 Thess. v. 17. See also Eph. vi. 18)). Origen, an_early
wiiter, says the life of a Christian should be “one great continuous
“prayer.” This does not mean that we must be always on our knees
tngaged in the outward act of prayer. But that the soul must be
always attuned to prayer,—always ready for prayer,—frequent in prayer,
—making prayer its habit and as it were natural posture. The act
of prayer is but the outward expression of an inward desire and
10!1%111%. Where that desire and longing always is, there is prayer
Without ceasing, A

“Not to faint.® That is, not to become weary, and faint-hearted.

2. “Which feared not God,” &e. “Not merely was .there Want&
“ing in him the higher motive, the fear of God; but its o
“miserable substitute, the respect for the opinion of the world, was
“equally wanting” (4bp. Trench.).

3, «K Widovg.” (Hgving no) human arm to protect her, and so
€Xposed to wrong and robbery. . -

l‘)‘ Avenge meg of mine deersary.” This is not a petition for

. ?
Tevenge, but simply asks for justice, ‘ Deliver me from mine enemy
~* Obtain justice for me.’ ’

Mm2
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hile: but g
30, And he would not for a Wi but aftepy,,
AR h(;1 caid within himself, Though T fear ne G(j&l
wor regard man; ey
boh, 11,8 nog b}%et because this widow t11011b cth me, 1 will
o avenge her, lest by her continual coming ghe Weary
mg. And the Lord said, Hear what the Unjugt
udee saith. .
¢ Rev. 6. 10. Ju’(('gi&nd cghall not God avenge His own elect,
which ery day and night unto Him, though
bear long with them? _
ameb 1037 @ T tell you ¢ that He will avenge them speedily,

4. “He would not”* Probably the wrong-doer was great and power-
or a friend of the judge. . o
ful‘,‘ 'Ifh&;ugh I fear 11gt”g&c. Observe how distinctly it is stated that
the judge acted from no motive better than the purest selfishneg,
Kven in his own thoughts he uses no pretence. And yet such a man
is prevailed upon at last! Who then will doubt that prayer will pre-
vail with a God of justice and mercy ?

5. “She weary me” The Greek word translated “weary” is a
very strong word, and might be fairly represented in English by
‘worry’ or ‘plague me to death. Tt is the exaggerated language of
a selfish man whose temper is ruffled.

8. “ Hear what the unjust judge saith.”’ Here begins the expla-
nation, or application, of the parable, probably after a short but solemn
pause. To read this arvight great force must be given to the word
“unjust” The lesson is this, “Hear what the unjust judge saith:
“and shall not God” (who is perfectly just and good) “avenge His
“own elect?” ‘If a man caring so little for right or wrong could be
‘persuaded to do a justice by persevering asking, will persevering
‘asking fail to persuade God who loves right and justice, and when
‘they who ask are His own elect ¥’

L I. “Avenge His own elect.” ‘Deliver His own chosen people.
God's “ elect” are those whom He has chosen out of mankind to gather
into His Church (See on $t. Matt, xxiv. 22.). As the Jews were under
the Old Qovenan'g, so Christians are under the New, God’s elect people.
In the time of distress they “cry day and night unto Him”, and He

sometimes seems as though He heard not. Yet it is not so. Sure
I am that the Lord will avenge the poor: and maintain the cause
“of the helpless” (Ps. cxl, 12.).

‘ - Though He bear long with them” This does not mean, ¢ though
‘He b’ear long with their sins’, but simply ‘ though He delay long with
therri‘-—‘ thm_lgh He be slow in executing the vengeance.

8. “ Speedily.” Yet not till after the bearing long of the last verse.
god will not leave His people “a moment Jonger in the fire of afflictio®
“{han 18 needful, delivering them from it the instant that patience

128 had its perfect work” «The relief, which to man's impatience

‘“seems to tarl\y long indeed arrives g . ;  ording
“« : ’ ee g > t, accor
to the far-seeing and lovin peedily ; it could no

a el 4 ment
“ealier” (4pp Treneh), g counsels of God, have arrived a mo
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pen the Son of man cometh, shall A.D.30

w
Ne"‘gﬁe}fi’fh on the earth?
He

A He spake this pajrable unto certain
Y

9 M pusted in themselves % that they were right- e ch 10 20.
ewhld;n 1 despised others: 2 Or, as being
€0,

3 rightcous
~ men went up into the temple to pray; ik
10 T“g ]gi‘larisee, and the other a publican. -~ _
thilon,;he Pharisee fstood and prayed thus with

8 Isai. 1. 15,
yimself, © God, T thank Thee, that I am not as other &58.2
N y

P

} in this parable the conduct of the judge and the widow’s
. A‘ﬁ%ﬁﬁ?@ are the I;)oin’ts. put forward for our instruction, yet, as the
"?F{OW is manifestly God’s Church (His “elect”), so we need mnot
Mflf lo to see in the ‘“adversary” Satan himself—‘‘your adversary
. ;hg devil” (1 St. Pet. v. 8.).  For deliverance from his oppression the
(hurch is crying day and night, for what else is the ¢« Deliver us from
« gyil»—literally, ‘from the evil one’ (See on St. Matt. vi. 13.)7 And
as the elect on earth thus cry day and night, so do the spirits of the
martyrs ¢ry in Paradise,  How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou

«pot judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth”
(Rev. vi. 10.).

“ Nevertheless™ &e. This is a sorrowful ending to the promise of
speedy deliverance, Christ foreseces that, as the world grows old and

His coming is delayed, faith in the promised deliverance will wax dim,
ard men will begin to “faint” instead of “praying always.” Those

who endure unto the end, stedfast in hope, unshaken in confidence,
will be but few.

9—14, Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican.

9. “Unto certain which trusted” &ec. These were not Pharisees,
but certain among our Lord’s own disciples, or perhaps more generally
among those who listened to Him, who had in them the spirit of the
Pharisees—a self-righteous pride.

10. “The one a Pharisee,”” &c. The Pharisee would doubtless
most strictly and constantly observe the appointed hours of prayer.
The publican, on the other hand, would very probably have mneglected
the duty altogether, and not have gone up to the Temple at all, had
not his heart been stricken with true penitence.

1l. “The Pharisee stood.” Standing was the ordinary posture of
prayer among the Jews (8t. Matt. vi. 5.) The publican also stood (13.).
. “God, I thank Thee,” &c. This i1s boasting not thanksgiving. It
18 Indeed a most just subject for thankfulness to have been kept by
God’s grace from grave and deadly sins, But in such thankfulness
the sinner sees chiefly two things—the utter weakness and sinfulness
of his own nature, and the mercy of God in preserving such a weak
and sinful nature from great falls. This Pharisee saw nothing of the

8. “ Faith.,” In the Original *the
*“Faith,” that is, probably from the con-
text such Faith as Sustaing perma-
hence in Prayer, notwithstanding any |

in an answer being given.
de%?)? l‘?Pkcm'se.e.” See on St. Matthew
iii. 7.
e Publican.” See on St, Matthew v.46. -

T
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AD.S0, men are oxtortioners, unjust, adulterers, op even

his publican. .
as&ﬂi 113‘-@8‘5 twice in the week, I give tithes of g
hat T possess. , -
th%g Allld the publican, standing afar off, would not
li't:‘r, up so much as fiis eyes unto heaven, but smotq

upon  his breast, saying, God be merciful to 1,

o sinner.,

————
- et

o of his own heart. He simply tl}ought himself far bettep
;I(::n‘x:]l:»ttll(::lx (nl:on. and_ with self-complacent puc}f' th&llkefl 1;GOd ﬁor this
—which in his heart he plainly looked upon as his own gﬁea }‘nel it.

Alford well points out how excellently the Ch‘llTCI'l hasl fe}‘i side by
<de with this parable (in the Epistle and Gospel for the 11th Sunday
after Trinity) St. Paul’s words in speaking of h’}s onR abundant
Jabours \—¢ By the grace of God I am what I am”...“I laboured
“more abundantly than they all, yet mnot I, but the grace of God
“which was with me” (1 Cor. xv. 10.). ] . _

« Extortioners.”” Men making their gains by exacting heavy in-
terest upon money lent by them; or perhaps more generally, men
making unjust gains. .

“Or even as this publican”” The wretched pride and scornfulness of
the Pharisee here breaks out, and shows that, however his tongue might,
be thanking God, his heart was only boasting of his own excellencies,

12, I fast twice in the week.”” This was a custom with the
stricter Pharisees. It was not commanded in the Law. Had it been
practised for the true end of humbling the soul in penitence, and sub-
duing the rebelliousness of the flesh, it would have been well (See on
St. Matt. vi. 16.). But with this man it was plainly a bare formality.

“I give tithes,” Here too the thing in itself was right. It was
the spirit which ruined it (See on St. Matt, xxiii, 23.). Pride turns
good into evil. It is a sad thing if even our best deeds are used by
Satan for our destruction. Yet it may be so, “Take heed”, says
Bishop Jeremy Taylor, “lest the devil take one of thine own branches
“for & handle to the axe by which to cut down the tree.”

13, “The publican,” &e. This man stood “afar off”—that is, pro-
bably afar off from the Pharisee and other worshippers, not thinking
himself worthy to approach, His down-cast eyes and his smiting upon
3315 breast are no”hy!pocntmal pretence, He is not acting a part “to

be seen of men.” These are but the natural outward expression_of
a heart deeply moved and humbled within, Tt is scarcely possible
for a d<_3v0ut spirit to avoid expressing itself in devout action. If such
a publican could be present in our service during the General Con-

cssion, we may be very sure he would kneel humbly on his knees,

: ' ' 8 lication,
he careless indifferenc of penitent supp

e of posture and manner shown by many in
our churches, if it avoids 1l : 1 Dy x
a¥0ids no less the per s the hypocrisy of the Pharisee, certainly

itent humility of the Publican
“God be merciful to me a sim};er.” ally

:: ‘onef; for, as the other h
) of saInts, or indeed as the
singles himgelf oyt

, “Literally, ¢ to me the sinful
ad singled himself out as the most eminen
one holy one in the world, so the publical.
88 the chief of sinners, the man in whom all 518
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| you, this man went hdown to his house A.D.s0.
m 1 tc‘l‘ tl}t(?" than the other: ®for every one thats Job 22, 79,
sifed 7 i hall be abased ; and he that hum- S0 >
) ﬂlteﬁ;@lf Shan be exalted. James 4, 6.

1 Pet. 5. 5, 6.
. ¢ And they brought unto Him also infants,

ould touch them : but when His disciples
that ?-?211\;\70 rebuked them.

W But Jesus called them wnfo Him, and said,

fer little children to come unto Me, and forbid
Su not: for *of such is the kingdom of God. kL 0or: 1820,
hffll Verily 1 say unto you, Whosoever shall not =
weeive the kingdom of God as a little child shall

in no Wise enter therein.

18 9 And a certain ruler asked Him, saying,
«pave met.”—* Who at that moment when he is first truly convinced
«of his sins thinks any other man’s sins can be equal to his own?”
(4bp. Trench.)

14, “Justified.” Does this mean outwardly—that is, ¢ accepted and
rcounted righteous before God’, or inwardly—that is, ¢ with a sense of
«peace and acceptance’? Probably both ; for, while the first would be
certainly true, the expression going down to his house justified seems to

imply the carrying home with him a sense of pardon and acceptance.
%‘h&a fpubl(;can found the mercy he asked for, and went home feeling he
ad found it,

“Rather than the other.”” This does not mean ¢ More justified than
‘thle1 ot}ler’, for the Pharisee was not justified at all, but ‘instead of the
‘other,

“Every one that exalteth” &c. The Pharisee was “abased” by
the ahsence of any blessing from God; the Publican was “exalted”
by the gift of pardon and peace (See on xiv. 11.). Thus was the last
first, and the first last (See on St. Matt. xx. 16.).

'156—17, Little children brought to Jesus.
St, Matt. xix, 13—15, St, Mark x. 13—16.

15, “Infants” Literally ‘sucklings’, showing the tender age of
those brought, although the word is sometimes used of little children
beyond the age of actual infancy.

16. “Called them.” That is (as we learn from the Greek), the
little children. Yet we need not of necessity argue from this that these
little ones were old enough to understand and obey the invitation. If
they were carried, the calling them might simply be a call to those

who brought them to approach.
18—80. The rich young man, and discourse upon riches.
St. Matt. xix, 16—30, St. Mark x. 1731

18. “ A certain ruler” St Luke alone names the fact that this
rich young man was a “ruler” Jairus is called by St. Matthew a
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A.D.20. (lood Master, what shall I do 1o inheyit ote
T life? y -l
19 And Jesus said unto him, Why ogijag
Mo good? none ds good, save one, that is (o
vExod20. 20 Thou knowest the commandments k)| -
Sl commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, 7 Do
120, pot bear false witness, ! Honour thy father ang thy

1Eph. 6. 2. mother.
Gl 820 91 And he said, All these have I kept from my

youth up.

" 92 Now when Jesus heard these things, He giq
wanatt. 6. unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing : ™ gq]] all
LT 619 410t thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, angd

thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come

follow Me. ’
23 And when he heard this, he was very sorroy-
ful : for he was very rich.
24 And when Jesus saw that he was very sor-
nprov. 11,28, vowful, He said, » How hardly shall they that have
riches enter into the kingdom of God !
25 For 1t is easier for a camel to go through g
needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter into the

kingdom of God.
26 And they that heard < said, Who then can

be saved ?

oJer. 32.17. 27 And He said, °The things which are impossible
¢h. 1.3 with men are possible with God.

28 Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and
followed Thee. |

“ruler”, whereas we find from St. Mark and St. Luke that he was
a “ruler of the synagogue” (See on St. Mark v. 22.). So this rich
young man may have been a “ruler of the synagogue,” Indeed the
civil power among the Jews was entirely in the hands of the Priests
(so far as the Romans allowed its exercise at all), and there were no
“rulers’ except such as had a religious office.

24, “ How hardly” &c. If we understand by *enter into the king-
“dom of God” cast in their lot with Christ’s people here below’, how
true is this saying! It was hard indeed for a rich Jew to sacrifice his
wealth, friends, position, comfort, to do this. St. Paul did <o, counting
all these things “but dung” that he “might win Christ” (Phil. iii. 8.)
The parallel to this in modern days would be for a rich man of the
world to break through his old habits, give up his old friends, and brave
the ridicule and dislike he would be sure to incur, in order to lead 3
holy life, This is hard indeed. And here we see one of the per1ls<}
riches, They too often bind a man with cords which it is very bal
to break (See on xix, 2.),

thoy
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And He, said unto them, Verily T say unto A.D. .
29 »There is Do man that hath left house, or »pugans
o or brethren, or wife, or children, for the '
1@1‘9301;1 of Qod’s sake,
kl{}% awho shall not receive manifold more in this e Jobez 10,

;esent time, and in the world to come life ever-
% . . .
astng:

rThen He took wunfo Him the twelve, and A.D.30.
qid unto them, Behold, we go up to J erusalem, and i i
] things sthat are written by the prophets con-*Fs2

werning the Son of man shall be accomplished. Isai. 53.
39 For *He shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, t Matt. 27. 2.

nd shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and Sohrg o8,

epitted on: Acts 3. 13,
93 and they shall‘ scourge Him, and put Him
o death: and the third day He shall rise again.
34 v And they understood none of these things : » Marko.32
and this saying was hid from them, neither knew v

they the things which were spoken. e s

35 9 And 1t came to pass, that as He was come
nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the
way side begging:

36 and hearing the multitude pass by, he asked
what 1t meant.

31—34. Our Lord foretells His sufferings,
St. Matt. xx, 17—19. St. Mark x, 32—34, .

81, “By the prophets.” As, for instance, by David (in Ps. xxii.),
ind by Isaiah (in ch, liii.).

84, “ They understood not.”® OQur Lord had at least twice before
solemnly announced His approaching sufferings and death, but it was
long before even the Apostles themselves could be content to give up
their dreams of an earthly kingdom and of earthly glory. It was in
this ignorant spirit that St. Peter, when Jesus foretold His sufferings,
“began to rebuke Him, saying, Be it far from Thee, Lord : this shall
“not be unto Thee” (St. Matt. xvi, 22.).

' 35—43, Healing of a blind man near Jericho.

St. Matt, xx. 20—34, St. Mark x. 46—52.

35. A certain blind man.” Known as “blind Bartimeeus” (St Mark.).

From S, Matthew we learn that another blind man was with him,
T ———

33, “ As He wa iah” &e. Tt will | ing as He departed from Jericho. This
g‘; remEmb:rgbél st(ilogze gztg Mattcflew ra,vrlld iittle difficulty is discussed in St. Mat-

ark record this miracle as happen- | thew.
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Ap.%. 37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nagayey
sseth by. .
p&38 An(){ he eried, saying, Jdesus, T%hou Son of
id. have mercy on me. .
Dggl }’mlc{j1 they wl?ieh went before 1'ebuked him that
he should hold his peace: but he cried so much t},
more. Thow Son of David, have mercy on me,

40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him tg be
brought unto Him: and when he was come near,
He asked him,

21 saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unty
thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my
sight. ) . .

%:2 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight.
xch.17.19. *thy faith hath saved thee. ] o

43 And immediately he received his sight, and
ren.5.2.  followed Him, ¥ glorifying God : and all the people
Acts 4. 21, 2 v . ?
&11.18. when they saw ¢, gave praise unto God.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 Of Zaccheeus a publican. 11 The ten pieces of money. 28 Christ rideth
into Jerusalem with triumph: 41 weepeth over it: 45 driveth the buyers
and sellers out of the temple: 47 teaching daily in . The rulers would
have destroyed Him, but for fear of the people.

AND Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.
2 And, behold, there was a man named Zac-

cheus, which was the chief among the publicans,
and he was rich.

36. “He asked what it meant.”” That is, the tramp and noise of
the passing multitude. This is plainly the first time the blind man
heard of our Lord’s arrival, He then probably rose up and joined in
the crowd, crying on Jesus to have mercy on him.

39. “ They which went before.” The blind man fell in at the
back of the multitude, and those in front tried to silence him,

43. “ Glorifying God.” St. Luke alone mentions this, as well as the
effect on the people who saw the miracle, OQur Lord appeals to His mi-
racles as witnessing that He came from God (St. John v, 36. x. 25, 38.),
and we here see how convincing was this witness to those whose hearts

were not blinded by prejudi d obsti e v i, 15,
Aets . B0} y prejudice and obstinacy (See v, 26, xvii
CHAPTER XIX,.
1-10. Zaccheeus the publican,

2. “Chief among the publicans’ Zacchen obably €on”
. : s had probably ¢
tracted with the Roman government for the taxes of a lgrge and 1i¢

1' z 1 ? 3 . ] .
St. M&g,‘%]’} sﬂfﬁii’é‘f' Upon the time of this visit to Jericho see Noies O
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he sought to seebJ esus who He was; and A.D. 30
5 1{?]1:1013 for the press, because he was little of
i
g?ature.d e ran before, and eclimbed wp into 4
Oﬁﬁe tree to see Him: for He was to pass
gyer
th?t ;ﬁy'when Jesus came to the place, He looked
0 d saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus,
up’ke haste, and come down; for to day I must
1;{3 Jo at thy bouse.
¢ And he made haste, and came down, and
ceived Him joyfully. .
7 And when they saw , they all murmured,

——

gistrict, for which he would pay a fixed sum, making what he could,
and having other publicans as colleqtorg under him. In the same
way With us some persons make thelr.hvn}g by taking a number of
turmpike gates at a fixed rental, putting in collectors, and making
what they can by the tolls. The publicans had however unusual oppor-
mnities of cheating the people, and exacting more than was due
(See on St. Matt. v. 46.).

“He was rich.” Doubtless from the profits—partly perhaps the
unjust profits—of his calling. The calling and conversion of Zacchaeus
are & practical comment on our Lord’s words con cerning the difficulty
of a rich man entering into the kingdom of God. “The things which
“are impossible with men are possible with God” (xviii. 27.).

3. “He sought to see Jesus.” There is nothing in these words show-
ing anything more than idle curiosity, but certainly such a motive would
never have won for him any blessing,. We may be sure his desire
to see Jesus arose from some better and nobler feeling. He bad doubt-
less heard much of Christ, and was quite prepared to believe in Him.

“Could not for the press.”* How often does the thronging press
of the world prevent our seeing Jesus.

4, “ A sycomore tree”’’ Not the same as our sycamore, but a
kind of fig——a much larger and handsomer tree than the common fig,
but with & very inferior fruit. Neither these sycomores, nor palms
(for which it was once so famous), now grow in the neighbourhood
of Jericho, We can hardly doubt that in this conduct Zaccheeus ex-
posed himself to the ridicule and jesting of the people, who would
not be likely to spare a-publican (See on xviil. 2 - .

5. % Zaccheus, make haste,” &e. Jesus invites Himself to visit
those who dare mot for their unworthiness invite Him. The hous&a
of Zacchwus was probably a short distance outside Jericho on the and
towards Jerusalem (See 28). We are not told how long ourt Ofrr
ahode in the house, but it scems that pe rested there at alﬂy Eau: sge
Some part of the day, if not for the night, as some supposte' (Y of. e
@ 28‘{- How high an honour to have Chuist for our guest:
may all do so, if we will. . .

7, My ’all murmured.” Not the dlSC]})l'GS, lé)ut 1*clhe J ﬁgsm 5?:
Pecially the Scrihes and Pharisees—who saw it Ko they a
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A.D.30. saying, *That He was gone to be guegt i
» Matt.0.11. man that is a sinner. . N
ch.5.30. @ Apd Zaccheeus stood, and sald unto the Lo

Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give ¢, i
ven3.14. poor; and if I have taken any thing from any Maﬁ

, . L
°Ex.22. L}y bfalse accusation, I restore him fourfol

1 Sam. 12.3. Y g x 3 ;
2Sam. 126, 9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is sailvy,
d Rom. 411, . : X
e ¥ 4o come to this house, forsomuch as dhe g, is

Gal. 3. 7.
o7 ea son of Abraham.

.

mured when Jesus went to the house of Matthew the publican (See
St. Matt. ix. 11.). v .

“ A sinner.” So he would be regarded from his calling alope__
always in the Jewish mind connected with extortion and avarice, 7,
seems probable that this man had been less of a “sinner” in {heg,
ways than others of his trade. ‘

8. “ Behold, Liord,” &c. It is not likely that Zaccheeus would stapq
up and utter this saying without something having been said by oy
Lord to call it forth, and so it is well remarked that “ We are left
“Dby St. Luke to judge of our Lord’s sermon at the table of Zacchays
“by its effects” (Wordsworth.). Zacch@us is not here describing what
had been, and was, his usual practice, else his words would be more
of a Pharisaic boast, than of a penitent confession. IHe is making a
solemn vow and resolution for the “time to come. It is as though he
said, ‘I hereby dedicate half my goods to the poor, and promise to
‘restore fourfold in every case where I have taken wrongfully from any
‘man. This restoration of fourfold was what the Law of Moses required
in the case of actual theft (Exod. xxii. 1, 9.), so that Zaccheeus is a
stern judge towards himself. The “false accusation” to which he makes
confession was probably false accusation of persons for not paying their
taxes, by which means they might be driven to pay twice over, or
to bribe the publican to take no steps against them, knowing foo
well that the Roman government would probably believe the publican
in his false witness against them. The words translated, “If I have
“taken” may be equally well translated, ¢ Whatsoever I have taken',
They do not of necessity imply any doubt that he had done so, though
there is no reason to suppose he had largely practised this vile extortion.
Observe how the newly awakened faith of Zaccheeus at once showed
itself in works, and how the sincerity of his repentance was proved
by his bringing forth fruits meet for repentance. Observe also how his
first act is to strike a deadly blow at his besetting sin.

9. “Jesus said unto him.” The words were meant for Zaccheus,
yet as others also were meant to hear them, they are, in their form,
spoken rather of him than fo him. :

“This day” &c. A memorable day for the publican! Salvation
was come to his house: but he was waiting with the door open, Of
it might have passed by. Jesus says, “Behold, T stand at the door;
“and kqock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door,,I ki)
= pozn(l)e) in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me’ (Rer:
111, 2YU,),

“A son of Abreham” Both by natural descent, and by spiritusl
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. the Son of man is come to seek and A.D. 3.

iF .
0 ch was lost. f Matt. 18. 11,
1«1‘.0 ﬂlat Whl Sce Matt.

st g they heard these things, He added 106
; 4 And 2 parable, because He was nigh to "

. a
2 uqﬁ)éﬂ:e and1 because Ethey thought that thesadsie.
JeruST |

1om of God should immediately appear.
(

e . . . 1 h Matt. 25. 14.
kll§ »le said therefore, A certain nobleman went Mott. 25.14.

t0

. qu far country to receive for himself a kingdom,

w turn.
311143 tfuf& he called his ten servants, and delivered

e e
i

s, Though the Scribes and Pharisees scorned the publican as
"kenben'eath their notice, yet Jesus reminds them that he too is of
0% hosen race, and has the same privileges with themselves; and
the ver has proved himself worthy of those privileges by that faith,
ll]?Iwhich he is doubly a son of Abraham, for “they which be of faith
by o esed with faithful Abraham” (Gal, jii. 9.).

10, “That which was lost.”” Especially when that was one of
qol’s chosen nation—a “son of Abraham”, who by sin had forfeited

Jis calling and privileges.
11-27. Parable of the Pounds.

11 “ He added and spake.” Plainly still in the house of Zacchaeus.

«Because He was nigh” &c. Jericho was nearly 17 miles from
Jerusalem. The disciples, still holding very imperfect views of our
Lord’s office and work upon earth, expected His present journey to
Jerusalem to end in the triumphant setting up of His kingdom. They
were slow in learning that His road to royal glory lay through Calvary.
His parable is to show that as yet there is to be no open display of
His kingdom. He must Himself go away in order to receive His
Kingly power, while His subjects must stay in lowly obedience ful-
filling the work He sets them to do. '

12, “A certain nobleman,” This, of course, is Christ Himself, -
noble indeed, whether we think of His heavenly nature and origin,
or of His earthly descent from Abraham and David. "

“Went into a far country®” &ec. This refers to our Lord’s depar-
ture at His Ascension (Comp. xx. 9. and St. Matt. xxv. 14.). He went
to receive the Kingly power and authority by which He even now
reigns over His Church. He was King of right before. In His exal-
tation o the Right Hand of God He was enthroned, and proclaimed
# King. This was a custom very familiar to the Jews, whose kings
had to travel to Rome to be confirmed in their throne. Thus Archelaus,
‘o0 of Herod the Great, went to Rome on his father’s death to pe
Confirmed in- hig kingdom ; and it is remarkable that, when he did
:o, .the J €ws sent to Rome to beg he might not ‘be their king, though

I petition wag not noticed by the Roman emperor.

“His ten servants’” These are doubtless Christ’s disciples, to

WHe entrusts a work to do during His absence.

11\27 F . . h
his po (L OT the differences bet well as on the points common to both,
* Perable and that of the Talents, | see on St Mott, xxv, 14—30,

t
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AD.20. them ten 2 pounds, and said unto them, Oeeupy

9 Mina, here till I come. - . .
gunslited 14 1But his citizens hated him, and gy

a pound,

ounces and

anhalf:  gnan to reign over us.
'h. h - .

gor:icilx;é:io 15 And it came to p&ss},l that :iivhen he wag
the ounce 1s returned, having received the kingdom, then he

threepounds . . nded these servants to be called wunto hip,

twoshillings

and six- to whom he had given the 3m0ney, th&t he’

pence.

1John 1. 11. might know how much every man had gaineq

o5 by trading. ]

ver. 25 16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy poung
hath gained ten pounds.

17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good sey.
xMatt.25.21 vant: because thou hast been ¥ faithful in a very
191 Tittle, have thou authority over ten cities,

18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy

pound hath gained five pounds.

“Pounds.” The pound here spoken of was the sixtieth part of
a talent (See on St. Matt. xviii. 24.), and worth about £3. of our
money. The pounds in this parable have the same spiritual meaning
as the talents in the parable of the Talents. Each however suits best
the occasion for its use, the larger sum—the talent—being used in the
parable addressed to the Apostles, to whom were entrusted the highest
gifts, and the smaller sum—the pound-—being used in the present
parable, which is spoken more generally of all Christians.

“Occupy.” That is, use in trading—employ profitably. There is
not one who has not some gifts of body, mind, or possession, which he
is bound to employ in his Master’s service.

14, “His citizens.” The Jewish people~—Christ’s fellow-citizens
by earthly race and country, and the most natural subjects of His
kingdom,

“Sent a message” &e. The Jews not only hated Jesus while on
earth, but after His Ascension wilfully rejected Him, persecuting His
servants and blaspheming His holy Name. It has been well pointed
out that on two occasions this rejection of Christ as their King was
dlstmc@ly declared by the Jews; once when they cried, “We have
“no king but Cesar” (St. John xix. 15.), and again when they said,
“ Write not, the King of the Jews” (St. John xix. 21.).

15, “When he was returned,” &c. This is a picture of the judg-
ment of the great day, resembling in its main features that in the
parable of the Talents, '

16, “Thy pound.” Not ‘My pound’~For ¢ what hast thou that
“thou didst not receive ?” (1 Cor. iv. 7.). 1

I

17. “ Authority over ten cities.” This wag a customary IeWd
esé"oowed.by great Eastern kings upon their fayourites, who ruled ove
?ﬁemrec?‘f?d the revenues from, such cities as the king allotted 1
+ 1t Implies, in itg spiritual meaning, high honour and glory:
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And he said likewise to him, Bo thou also A.p.a,
) (}itieS- .
over wd another came, saymg, Lord, behold. e
.Q(zh’?npound, which I have kept laid up in 1;
$

naplklll}(.)y I feared thee, because thou art an austere!Matt.25. 24,

, u takest up that thou layedst not down
mfﬁl ;,e;ggst that thmllp didst not SOW.y ’
¥)2 And he saith unto him, ™OQut of thine ownm2sem.1.

n owill I judge thee, thou wicked servant, ¥ 1. 16.
2Thotl 1mequt that I was an austere man, taking nl;\lf;ftlzi 32
ap that I laid not down, and reaping that I did
pob SOV - . ;

923 wherefore then gavest not thou my money imto

ihe bank, that at my coming I might have required
pine own With usury?

o4 And he said unto them that stood by, Take
gom him the pound, and give ¢ to him that hath
en pounaS.

t25P2And they said unto him, Yord, he hath ten

unds. |

p026 F)or I say unto you, *That unto every one°Mait.13.12.
which hath shall be given; and from him that Marks 25
hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away °*™
from him,

97 But those mine enemies, which would not

that I should reign over them, bring hither, and
dlay them before me,

19, “Over five cities’ We must not fail to notice this plain
revelation of differences of glory in heaven,

20, “In a napkin’ TFor cleanliness and safety. This man, like
the servant who buried the talent, made the vain attempt to keep his
master’s money safe, while he neglected to turn it to profit. This may
perhaps be done with a piece of gold. It cannot be done with that
vhich the piece of gold signifies. If God’s gifts to us are not used
in His gervice, they are certainly wasted and lost.

25. “Tord, he hath ten pounds.” In reading this the force should
b laid upon the word «hath.” It is the remark of the other servants
 the hy-standers, who wonder that the pound should be given to
08 who hag already got so much, Only three out of the ten servants
"¢ named, but we may suppose these fo represent the rest, the other
*Yen being more or Jess faithful, and receiving accordingly. \ .
]2.7‘ “Slay them before me”” This destruction of the king’s enemies
gsaltlﬂg foreshadows the destruction of Jerusalem, but also pictures o

errible d have Christ to xeign over
them g, thq ]aest d(;%%‘ of all who refuse to
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Ao, 28 9 And when He had thus spoken, » 1, Weng
vy 1032, before, aseending up to Jerusalem. )
29 And it came to pass, when IHe was comg nig,
to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount calleq tha
mount of Olives, TTe sent two of His disciples,
30 saying, Go yo into the village over againg
you; in the which at your entering yo shall fig
2 colt tied, whercon yet never man sat: loose hip,
and bring Zém hather. ;
31 And if any man ask you, Why do ye lng,
him? thus shall ye say unto him, Because t},
Lord hath need of him. .
32 And they that were sent went their way, anq
found even as He had said unto them,
33 And as they were loosing the colt, the ownery
thereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt?
84 And they said, The Lord hath need of him,
s2Kigs 35 And they brought him to Jesus: 9and they
" cast their garments upon the colt, and they set
Jesus thereon. ;
36 And as He went, they spread their clothes in

the way.
37 And when He was come nigh, even now at
the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole

28—40. The triumphal entry into Jerusalem,
St. Matt, xxi, 1—11, St. Mark xi, 1—11. St. John xii. 12—19,

28. “When He had thus spoken”” It would seem from these
words most probable that our Lord did not remain all night in the
house of Zacchzus (See on 5.), though we need not press them into
meaning that He set out immediately after speaking the foregoing
parable. The meaning may simply be, After this parable, (which was
spoken with a special view to His approach to Jerusalem (See 11.))
He continued His journey thither.

““Ascending up.” The ancients, like ourselves, always spoke of
going up to, and down from, the capital city in any country, without
any reference to its being higher in actual position, Our Lords ap-
proach was now public and open (See on St. Mark x. 82.). ;

29. “Bethphage and Bethany.” The coupling of these two places
together herp and in St. Mark would lead to the conclusion that Beth-
phage, the site of which is unknown, was very near Bethany.

80. “The village” Bethphage, for that alone is named b¥
St. Matthew,

37. “At the descent” &e. Where the road, having passed UP
and over the ridge of the Mount of Olives, as it rounds its southem
f‘*‘ho‘l.]de!} begms to descend towards Jerusalem. ¢At this point the

first view is caught of the south-eastern corner of the city.
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+ude of the cllsCI})le§ . b(’gz}n to rejoice. and A.D.20.
pult God with_a loud voice for all the mighty

I,me fhat they had seen; '

works {yiu o, t Blessed b¢ the King that cometh tch. 1335
2R S o . 1

38 S gme of the Lord: ™"peace In heaven, and uch. 2 14.
., the B - est - N Eph. 2. 11,
in i the h]g est. . s. 118, 26,

glob} And some of the Pharisees from among the

" itude gaid unto Him, Master, rebuke Thy dis-
mt

ci}ilg SAnd He answered and said unto them, T tell

that, if these should hold their peace, *the s Hab.2.1L
."f‘:;es would immediately ery out,
8

4 q And when He was come near, He beheld
ﬂ]O Ci’[_‘{, and y\VePt over 11',, ¥ John 11. 35.
.monple and the more northern portions are hid by the slope of
) gfl’;ﬁ on the right” (Stanley.). It was herq—-—as Jerusalem Iéame
partly into si'%}tlta—that the shout of triumphant joy broke forth loudly
1 he multitudae.
no};nﬂtﬁghty works.” Especially the raising of Lazarus, which had
it just taken place, though not related except by St. John (See
g, Jobn xii, 17, 18.). Bartimeus had also followed in the company
(viil. 43.), and doubtless there were many others there themselves
Jiving witnesses to Christ’s miraculous power,

" g8, “Blessed be the King.” If some had truer thoughts of their
mysterious Master, yet we cannot doubt that most of those who thus

v

J‘GJOiCGd(‘l‘ ltlieught that the kingdom ef God should immediately ap-
7 e&l‘” O ) .

e Peace in heaven.” This is not given in the other Gospels. Tt
is probably to be understood as meaning, ¢ There is peace for man in
‘heaven’, or ‘ Heaven is at peace with man., Tt is remarkable that
8t. Luke, writing for Gentile readers, omits the “ Hosanna”, which was
aword they would not understand, rendering it by ¢ glory.”

39. “Master, rebuke Thy disciples.’’ These Pharisees were of-
fended at the high honour paid to Christ, whose Divine authority
they denied, as well as jealous of His popularity. It was the same
when they heard next day the children crying “Hosanna” in the
temple (See St, Matt. xxi. 15, 16.).

40, “The stones” &e. This is a sort of proverb, meaning that
nothing could silence the cries of triumphant joy. The language is
PI‘Obab]y taken from that of the prophet Habakkuk (ii. 11.), The
“‘ stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall
answer it.”  Most literally did the rocks and stones bear their witness
to Christs Royal power, when the rocks were rent at His Crucifixion,
id the mighty stones of the temple cast down, so that not one was
ot upon another (44.), when He came to take vengeance upon His

Builty people (See on St. Matt. xxiv. 2, 4.).

41-44, Jesus weeping over Jerusalem.
L “Wept over 1t Josus thoughts were not 1\?vi,th the shouts
’ n
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4 ] known ;

AD.%0. 42 saying, If thou hadst known, even g
at least in this thy day, the things whicj, bel?tcﬁl1 ’
unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thing

eyes.
o1sa1.20.3,4. 43 For the days chall come upon thee, that thine
T % enemies shall #cast a trench about thee, and Compagg
»1Kings  t],00 yound, and keep thee in on every side,

%12 44 and ®shall lay thee even with the ground, ang
b Matt. 24. 2. ; et S dPth Lall , &
k1.2, thy children within thee; an ey shall not leqy,
n2l6 "o Yy one stone upon another; ©because they

o Dan. 9. 24

oh 1.6, T3 lnewest not the time of thy visitation.

—

of the multitude. His heart was far away. After the first brief glimpg,
of the city from the beginning of the descent (See on 37.) the roaq
descends again a little way, “and the city is again lost sight of behing
“the ridge of Olivet. A few moments, and the path mounts again.
it climbs a rugged ascent; it reaches a ledge of smooth rock: and
“in an instant the whole city bursts into view.” It is hardly pc;ssib]e
«“to doubt that this rise and turn of the road, this rocky ledge, was
““the exact spot where the multitude paused again, and where’ ‘Hé
¢« <peheld the city, and wept over it’.” (Stanley.). Surely few travellers
could stand unmoved on this very spot;—the hills standing round
about unchanged ; the very road,—with the olives on the slopes, and
stunted bushes, and here and there a wild fig-tree, by the side -:little
altered ; and the holy city itself, «beautiful for situation, the jog’r of the
;J‘ uw;?t%eg eoa.rtﬁl” (Ps. xl}riii. 2.){£—thath however no long’er the same-—
n the view, was there that i i
of the multitude Jesus paused and wep’ts.t LTSI e
‘ kﬁgwn‘ If thou hadst known”” That is, ‘Oh! that thou hadd
“In this thy day.”” The day of grac i avi
there to receive and pardon,—* tge dagg of fl’lywx}rlilslfta%’gll’t’h&f z)mour e
“The things which belong unto thy peace” It ié .as if H
:“ had said, ‘ Thou art called Jerusalem’ (which means, ‘The shqﬁ
‘see peace’); ‘Oh that thou wert Jerusalem in truth, a dy h dt
“‘known the things which make for thy peace; but Aoy
“*hid from thine eyes’.” (P. Young.) gesiool, iy M fre Yoy
43, “ Thine enemies” &c, This i icti ick
:ﬁtual.ly occurred in the siege of JZ;is?;?effaCt(BEﬁdégg%n ;:rtt?gtﬁlgrgl col}
e siege see on St Matt, xxiv,. 21, . i
that, whereas in the weeping Jesus gho&s %?mlﬁ? twe}l)l Ii:onitedl\lgllllt
in :Ze grgghecy He shows Himself to be truly God O ,
44. e time of thy visitation.” ; isi
His people with the oﬁyer?sg;an? n.”” The day when God had visited
“H : grace and salvation. “He came unto
18 own, and His own received Him not” -
e ok . v im not” (St, Johm i, 11.). Let
us not read this touching pas d thi
i8 ‘the wpiril g passage, and think only of Jerusalem. There .
spiritual Jerusalem, Christ’s own Church and le, Has He
10 need to utter a like lomant on rch and people. Has L
0 we know the hi ent over that? There are our own hearts
the time of our visitlesi]tgs v;'hmh belbme, Tnto g peasa . Do o8
bo 8aid of ug W iont God grant the day come not, when it M8
» - Dut now they are hid from thine eyes”! ’
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; i the temple, and beos A.D.3
He went nto emple, egan A.D. 30,
5 9 éﬁdtllem that sold therein, and them that

t
) €4S . .
{‘(Ought;,ing anto them, It 1is written, My house
46 Sailouse of prayer: but dye have made it g Jer.7. 11,
.. the BC
:fen h(‘)f thleves. Is. 56. 7.

e taught daily in the temple. But
47 ﬁ{.f;gl%rgsts anf%l the scribes and thg chief of e Mark11 15,
othe cllle sought to destroy Him, 5
the e;)g d could not find what they might do:
ffsall the people ?were very attentive to hear ?or, hanged
0

on kim,
Him Acts 16. 14,

‘CHAPTER XX,

it avoucheth His authority by a question of John's baptism. 9 The

1(72{%16“;33 the vineyard. 19 Of giving tribute to Coesar. 97 He conc
Ij(;zceth the Sadducees that denied_the resurrection. 41 How Chyist 4s
Zli ¢ Son of David. 45 He warneth His disciples to beware of the seribes,

45, 46. Cleansing of the Temple,

St Matt. xxi. 1,12, 13, St. Mark xi, 1518,
Compare the first cleansing of the Temple, St. John i, 18—17.

45. “And He went” &e. It appears (See Note on St Matt, xxi. 1.)
that our Lord only went into the Temple and looked round about
upon all things there on the day of His triumphal entry—Paim-

Sunday, and that it was the next day when the event here related
took place,

47,48, Christ’s daily teaching in the Temple during
the Holy-Week, with its results.

47. “Ho taught daily in the temple.” This is a brief account
of the way in which the few days between Palm-Sunday and Good
Friday were passed. By night He retired from the city, the first night
o Bethany (St. Mark xi. 11.), and after that probably only to the
gg“nt of Olives (Ses xxi. 37.): spending the hours of the night in

yer,

8. “Very sitentive to hear Him” The common people always
il Him gladly (St Mok xii, 37, Wo can hardly siptee:
ans these very people who within so few days wers clamouring,
thcm"]f}’ Him, Crucify Him” (xxiii, 21.). Some may have been
Ofu:hﬁ(?kle, but we can hardly doubt that there must have been many
condam r® 10ved to listen to His teaching who saw with grief His
that e&‘;;l?glon and death, not having learnt to look for life through

Nn2

I —
g SeNa
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ND it came to pass, that_on one of thoge (..
as He taught the pqople in the temple, 218,

the gospel, the chief priests and the Scribeg

Him with the elders,

ake unto Him, saymg, Tell us, 2}

doest Thou these things? o Whg

is he that gave Thee this authority ?

3 And He answered and said unto them, T vy
also ask you one thing; and answer Me:

4 The baptism of John, was it from heaven .,
of men ? . .

5 And they reasoned with themselves, saying 1
we shall say, From heaven; He will say, %Vhy
then believed ye him not?

6 But and if we say, Of men; all the people
will stone us: Pfor they be persuaded that Johy

was a prophet.
7 And they answered, that they could not te]]

whence # was. '
8 And Jesus said unto them, Neither tell T you

by what authority I do these things.

9 9 Then began He to speak to the people this
~ parable; A certain man planted a vineyard, and

A.D. 30,

preached

came upon
aActsa. 7. 2 and sp
& 7. 27- ," t

what authority

b Matt. 14. 5.
ch, 7, &

CHAPTER XX.
1—8, Our Lord questioned as to His authority.
St. Matt. xxi, 23—27. St. Mark xi. 27—33.

1. “One. of those days’® During the Holy Week, probably on
the Tuesday, the day after the driving of the buyers and sellers out
of the Temple, to which act the question as to our Lord’s .authority
doubtless in a great measure applies.

“Preached the gospel” This expression need not be limited to
the preaching of the central doctrine of the Atonement (See on viil, 1):
All our Lord’s gracious invitations, all His mercifu(l warnings, @
His holy teachings, are “the Gospel”, but only so because leading
men to Him, in whom they may find life and salvation.

_ 8. “All the people will stone us”” This fear reveals to us hov
little sympathy there was between. the rulers and the people of .the
Jews, The latter accepted St. John the Baptist's teaching heartily
while the former “believed him not” (See St. Matt, xxi. 82 the
}?;tte'r were “very attentive to hear” our Lord, while the former

sought to destroy Him” (xix, 47, 48.).

9. 4 Tken b 7 H ” ¢ ' ea.king
the pasable of tho Tojo S-]ogx?st.’ 88 we learn from St, Matthew, after first SPE5
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T L ]
1slsbandmen, and went into a far A.D.30.
to 1 U
o lonk e a servant to the

it 10 g he sent .
lltntf}" o ot the geart hould give him of the
o And t they S

10 A en, the d: but the husbandmen beat

wsh¥ e ghe VIO® npty.

]fl".“i qofd S“‘“"’-h”"fé a;zzz Zilor’éh)ér servant: and they
1}1;111, ‘A}ld :%amand entreated hem shamefully, and
ab TS empty.
201:’( K"ﬁa;’ggneﬁ? s}ent o third : and they wounded
T2 A Po st ham out. .

im 210, aﬂgﬁlﬁl the lord of the vineyard, What
13 Thde;l% I will send my beloved son: it may

ll 1 overence him when they see him.

be ihe]}éut when the husbandmen. saw }}nn,. they
e;soned among themselves, saymng, This is the

peir: come, let us kill him, that the inheritance

ur's. :
mg %eo Othey cast him out of the vineyard, and

gilled hem. What therefore shall the lord of the
vineyard do unto them ?

16 He shall come and destroy these husbandmen, -
and shall give the vineyard to others. And when
they heard ¢, they said, God forbid.

17 And He beheld them, and said, What is this
then that is written, The stone which the builders
rejected, the same is become the head of the
corner ? Ds. 118, 22.

18 Whososver shall fall upon that stone shall

9—-19, Parable of the wicked husbandmen,

St. Matt, xxi, 38—46. St, Mark xii. 1—12.

9. “For a long time.”” That is, during that Jong period under the
old covenant, in which God seemed not to visit His people with His
Presence as He had done in the wilderness.

; 18. “God forbid.” Those who exclaimed this plainly saw some-
Otl}llng' of our Lord’s meaning. Tt was the dread of the election of
“0193: into their place as God’s chosen people which drew forth the
prgZéh“ IéIe beheld them” Doubtless with a look of sorrowful re-
after th( ee on St Matt. xix. 26.). We legrn from St. Matthew that,
o LodeO{d§ concerning the ‘“Stone which the builders rejected”,
 ip oF plamly declared the meaning of His parable to be, as

His hearer : o
and the cq)] . taﬁ*eelé ;]113?1 ez}ready gathered, the rejection of the Jews,
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A.D.%0. be broken; but on whomsoever it shall gy ;.

eranz.5,, will grind him to powder. o

3. 19 And the chief priests and the scribeg the
same hour sought to lay hands on Him; ang they
feared the people : for they perceived that He hay
spoken this parable against them.

90 € And they watched Him, and sent fopy,
spies, which should feign tllemselve§ just men, that
they might take hold of His words, that so they
might deliver Him unto the power and authority
of the governor. . .

91 And they asked Him, saying, Master, w,
know that Thou sayest and teachest rightly, neithep
acceptest Thou the person of any, but teachest the

2or,ora  way of God 2truly: . .
truth. 99 Ts it lawful for us to give tribute wunt,
Ceesar, or no? '

23 But He perceived their craftiness, and said

unto them, Why tempt ye Me?
sseeMatt. 24 Shew Me a ®penny. Whose image and super-
18, 2. scription hath it? They answered and said, Ceesar's.

19. ““ Against them.” As being the leaders and rulers of the people,
to whom had been specially entrusted the care of God’s vineyard,
Though St. Luke speaks of this parable as spoken “to the people” (9.),
yet it plainly refers mainly to the ¢ Chief Priests and Scribes”, as
did the Parable of the “ Two Sons” which preceded it.

20—26. Question as to paying tribute to Cgesar.
St. Matt. xxii. 15—22, St. Mark=xii, 13—17.

20. “They might deliver Him™ &ec. St. Luke states their object
more clearly than the other Evangelists. Their great desire was to
find some charge which they could bring against our Lord before the
Roman governor., ,

24. “Whose image.”” We are God’s coinage. We belong to Him.
Yet the corruption of our nature has well-nigh effaced His “image
“and superscription” in us. But God would restore to us that which
we have lost. One great object of the mystery of Christ’s holy Incar-
nation is that man, by becoming like Christ, may become like GOdj
for Christ is the “4image of the invisible God” (Col. i. 15.). To this
end God l_las engraven upon us His “superscription” anew, in that
we were signed and marked as His in our Baptism, That “supe”
“scription” now stands out sharp and clear, whether we choose t0 .
f‘ead and acknowledge it or no. It is, “In the Name of the Fathel

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost”. But the “image” is 10t
at the same time stamped out anew. That is the work of sanctifyin8
grace, God’s charaeter (which word properly signifies the stamp %
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o5 And He said unto them, Render th
nto Ceesar the things which be Caesar’s, ang.rﬁ(r)xfcg s
Yod the things which be God’s,

96 And they could not take hold of Hig words

fore the people: and they marvelled at H;
;;;WGI', and held their peace. at His

97 9 Then came to Him certain of the Sad-
ducees, ¢ which deny that there is any resurrection : @ Acts 2
and they asked Him Bt

98 saying, Master, ° Moses wrote unto us, If any © Deut. 23.5.
man’'s brother die, having a wife, and he die
without children, that his brother should take his
wife, and raise up seed unto his brother,

99 There were therefore seven brethren: and
the first took a wife, and died without children.

30 And the second took her to wife. and he
died childless. ’

31 And the third took her; and in like manner
the seven also: and they left no children, and died.

32 Last of all the woman died also.

33 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of
them is she? for seven had her to wife,

34 And Jesus answering said unto them, The

children of this world marry, and are given in
marriage :

a coin) ought to come out continually with more and more clearness
in each baptized Christian. Yet how many are daily deepening and
sharpening in themselves the character, not of God, but of Satan.
Observe, the stamp on the coin shows to whom it belongs. And the
day is coming when each coin will be rendered to him whose mark
18 on it,

26. “ Before the people.” No; because the people had heard His
wise answer, and had witnessed the defeat of His crafty questioners,
in which they would doubtless rejoice. But so determined were our

ord’s enemies, and so unscrupulous, that, when they had not the
fear of the people before them, they actually but a few days after this

conversation accused Jesus before Pilate of “forbidding to give tribute
“to Ceesar” (xxiil, 2.) ! |

27—40. Reply to the Sadducees concerning the
: Resurrection.

St. Matt. xxii, 23—33. St. Mark xil. 18—27.

34, “The children of this world” Not used in a bad sense,
but (just as the word earthy” is in 1 Cor, XV 47—49.) of all whe
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which shall be accounted v,
the dead, neither marry, nor are given m g,
£1 Cor. 18. r1%g§ ‘peither can they die any dm(;re ;h for fthe
Pyeina 2. are equal unto the {mgelS; and are the childyey
1 ¢ God, &being the children of the resurrection,
om0 37 Now that the dead are raised, even WMogeg

e ——

Jive in this present life on earth. For such marriage is a holy qp.
dnggfc?‘ f,fﬁ:j;md worthy?? For judgment shall be “according 1,
« our works”; yet not really «worthy,” for this none can bs in they.
selves. “They that bave done good” shall be ‘‘accounted worthy
through the merits of their Redeemer and the mercy of thej,
GO‘(‘I;I‘ha.t world, and the resurrection.” By “that world” is plainly
meant the new world after the resurrection. Our Lord says nothin
here of the state between death and resurrection. That state bein
purely spiritual, the question of marriage would not apply to it. T
was as to the bodily existence of the dead after resurrection that the
Sadducees asked their mocking question, and it is as to this state
of existence that our Lord speaks in His answer. It is remarkabls
that our Lord here speaks as though only the good should rise, and
other passages of Scripture describing the resurrection of the last day
agree with our Lord’s language in this, St. Paul (both in 1 Cor. xv. and
in 1 Thess. iv.) speaks only of the resurrection of the just. It is
plain from other places (See Rev. xx. 11—15.) that the wicked as
well as the good will rise and appear with their bodies before Christ's
judgment-seat. So when we meet with passages speaking as if only
the good would rise, we must suppose that the resurrection of the
good was the one fact thought of, shutting out, as it were, by its
glory and blessedness the remembrance of the wicked,

38, “ Neither can they die” This is brought in perhaps as a

reason why marriage, which is for the continuance of a race which
is subject to death, is no more needful,

“HEqual unto the angels”” This is not spoken of power, or glory,
or dignity, but of their state of existence and of their immortality.
It doth not yet appear what we shall be” (1 St. John iii. 2.), but,

as we know that. we shall be like Christ in ¢ that world”, so We
also know that in some ways we shall also be equal unto the

::angels.:: But, if we would be “accounted worthy to obtain that
world,” then must we here in

this world strive to copy Christs

ex‘a‘mple, and to do God’s will as the Angels do invﬁea\?en.o ke
The children of God” This expression is here used in &n
unusual and exalted sense, not of earth but of heaven, As We &
made “children of God” in privilege, when first called and adopted
nto His family in Bapti '

sm; dnd as we are “children of God” 1P
character and reali . : 1l e
are we in the 13 ity when loving God in the spirit of adoption;

n the highest sense “children of God” when taken at ¢
reswrrection into His redeemed and glorified family above,
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at the bush, when he calleth ¢ !

igzwglod of Abraham, and the God oltl‘e 131;22 i,
and the God qf Jacob. Ex. 5. 6,10,

58 For He 1s not a God of the dead, but of
the living for b gtll live unto Hlm.

39 Then certain of the scribes answering said,
Master, Thou hast well said.

40 And after that they durst not ask Him any

ngstz’on at all.

k Rom, 6, 10.
11, 10,

41 T And He said unto them, How say they ths
Christ is David’s Son ? Yy they that

42 And David himself saith in the book of

Psalms, 'The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit!Acts234
Thou on My right hand,

43 till T make Thine enemies Thy footstool.
Ps, 110. 1.

44 David therefore calleth Him Lord, how is He
then his Son ? .

87. “At the bush.’ This probably mean
‘erning the burning bush.

“When he calleth” &c. That is, ‘when he spoke of the Lord
‘as the God of Abraham,” &c. Moses so “called” Him, because he
wrote the history in which He is called by this title; but in truth
it was God who called Himself by it. Observe how this title of God
is referred to in the Epistle to the Hebrews. The patriarchs, Abraham
Isaac and Jacob, are there spoken of as dying in faith, confessing
themselves to be “strangers and pilgrims on the earth”, and declaring
that they sought and desired “a better country, that is, an heavenly.
“Wherefore,” continues the Epistle, ¢ God is not ashamed to be called
“their God, for He hath prepared for them a city” (Hebr. xi. 16.).
This “city” is plainly the home of their resurrection life, not of their
disembodied spirits, and thercfore the title of God, linked as it is
here, with the hope of the patriarchs, is a pledge of their resur-
‘rection.

39. “ Master, Thou hast well said” This witness to Christ’s
wisdom, borne by the Scribes who were no willing witnesses, is only
recorded by St. Luke, though St. Mark mentions that one of the Scribes

perceived that He had answered well (xii. 28.).

s ‘in the passage cons

41—44, Christ’s question concerning Himself,

St. Matt, xxii, 41—46. St. Mark xii. 35—37.

41, “ And He said” &c. This followed after the Lawyer's question

%S to the first and greatest commandment, vecorded in this place by
% Maitheyw and St, Mark, but not by St, Luke.
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AD.%0. 45 9 ¥Then in the audience of all the Peo
x att. 25.1. He said unto His disciples, . Ple
46 Beware of the scribes, which desire t, walk
ten1.43. in long robes, and 'love greetings I the mgy, :
and the highest seats in the synagogues, ang fhe

chief rooms at feasts ;
47 which devour widows' houses, and for 5 shey

make long prayers: the same shall receive grepge,
damnation.

CHAPTER XXL

1 Christ commendeth the poor widow. 5 He foretelleth the destyyesy
the ltemple, and of the city Jerusalem: 25 the signs also whz‘c%ws?zaol{
. be before the last day. 34 He exhorteth them to be watchful, '

AND He looked up, and saw the rich men casting
their gifts into the treasury.
2 And He saw also a certain poor widow casting
in thither two mites.
a20or.8.12. 3 And He said, Of a truth I say unto you, *that
this poor widow hath cast in more than they all:
4 for all these have of their abundance cast in
unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury
hath cast in all the living that she had.

- 45—47, The Scribes condemned.

St. Matt, xxiii, 1, Note. 5—7, 14, St. Mark xii, 38—40.
Compare xi. 37—54.

47. “ Greater damnation.” Greater for their high professions. Of
two men, whose hearts are equally far from God, that one will receive
the severest sentence who has added to his other sin the hateful sin
of hypocrisy. Better an open sinner than a pretended saint,

CHAPTER XXI.

1—4. The Widow’s Mite,
St, Mark xii, 41—44,

1. “Looked up.” From where He sat, “over against the treasury.”
He had been speaking to those close around Him: He now looks
from them and marks the people putting their offerings into the treasury
for the use of the Temple.

2. “Two mites” We have all of us “two mites” which we cal
give. However great our poverty,—if we have absolutely nothing else,—
we have at least & body and a soul to offer. They are but a poor ofe
ing, yet, if offered with the poor widow’s willing heart, they will ot
be despised. ’ :
oL “Penury” Poverty, or “want”, as in St Mark, ©Of B

penury” means ‘out of the very little she had.’
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"1 as some spake of the tem le, how i i

5 ﬂegxﬁgith goodly stones and gifts,pHe said,t was A.D.s0.
xdorjs Sfor these things which ye behold, the days
6 | come, in the which Pthere shall not be 16ftosen 19 41
wli stone UPOn another, that shall not be thrown
)
ioﬁnd they asked Him, saying, Master, but when

pall these things be? and what sign will there be
Shen these things shall come to pass?
“'8 Apd He said, °Take heed that ye be mnotempns.e.
qeceived : for many shall come in My name, saying, "%
om Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye?2orand,

The time
ot therefore after them. Moit 53,

o But when ye shall hear of wars and commo- ***"
yons, be not terrified : for these things must first

come to pass; but the end 4s not by and by.

10 Then said He unto them, Nation shall rise

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom :

11 and great earthquakes shall be in divers

places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful

sights and great signs shall there be from hea-

ven,

12 4But before all these, they shall lay theire Rev. 2. 10,

e Acts 4. 3.

hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up & 3%

to the synagogues, and ®into prisons, fbeing brought %162

f Acts 25. 23.
before kings and rulers & for My name’s sake, £ 1 Pet. 2. 18.

65—36, Prophecy of the destruction of J erusalem, and
of the end of the world.

St. Matt. xxiv. St. Mark xiii.

5. “As some spake.” These were, the disciples who, as they went
out to the Mount of Qlives, pointed out to Christ the size of the stones
with which the Temple was built. :

“Gifts” Various ornaments and costly presents given by kings
?;Id others to the Temple. These could not be seen as they Jooked
d‘?k on the Temple in passing out from the city to the Mount of
taﬁzes, but.they had only just left the Temple itself, and continued to

g a}‘3011‘6 1ts wealth and beauty. : :
of (] 'The time draweth near.” That is, the time for the coming
) 1‘r‘1st to establish His kingdom on earth. :

12 Not by ana by «Not yet.”— Not at once.
hie> “They shall lay their hands” &o. This passage (namely from

verse to 19 fad +ections to the Apostles as given
b ) is embodied in the directions P
Tt Matthew (Sce on St, Matt, x, 5, Note, and 17—22.),
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AD.30. 13 And "it shall turn to you for
Pl 128, mONY. .
et 10,00, 14 !Settle ¢ therefore in your hearts y ¢
¢h.121L " meditate before what ye shall answer : .
15 for I will give you a mouth and Wisdon
®Aets 6.20. ¥which all your adversaries shall not be gy, to
gainsay nor resist.
7o 16 TAnd ye shall be betrayed both by paren,
m Acts7.50. and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and ™ S0
"™ of you shall they cause to be put to death,
nMatt10.22. 17 And "ye shall be hated of all men for )
name's sake, y
°Matt.10.30. 18 °But there shall not an hair of your heyg
erish,
g 19 In your patience possess ye your souls,
20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compagseq
with armies, then know that the desolation thereof
is nigh.

& testi.

—

13, It shall turn to you for a testimony.”” It shall become to
you an opportunity for bearing witness to the Name of Christ.

15. “I will give you a mouth and wisdom,” &e. ‘A mouth”
means a power of speaking—eloquence. To *“gainsay” is to con-
tradict—to speak against,

18. “ There shall not an hair®” &ec. “If this was understood as
“a promise of temporal deliverance, it was fulfilled at the time of the
“destruction of Jerusalem, when the Christians of Judsea all found
“refuge at the town of Pella beyond Jordan. But it is rather to be
“understood as an assurance of God’s protecting providence over His
“faithful servants in life or death” (Archdeacon Churton.). (For similar
expressions see xii, 7, St, Matt. x. 30. and Acts xxvii. 34.) .

19, “In your patience’ &c, This verse, as well as the foregoing,
is only found in St, Luke. By patience—that is, a patient continuance
both in well-doing and in enduring—they should *“possess”, or keep
safe, their true inner life. That would be safe, even were the life of
the body lost. How blessed is this word of encouragement to all who
have to battle with difficulties and hindrances from without. Let them
only be patient, and their souls shall be safe. So too writes thﬁ
prophet, “In quietness and in confidence shall be your strengt
(Isaiah xxx, 15.), .

20. “Jerusalem compassed with armies.”” This cannot be spoken
of the actual siege itself, because then the warning to escape Wou i
too late, We read however that four years before the actual s1eg° i
Roman Governor of Syria had marched a large army to Jerusalem a

| R
com
T;x?ing 1§

19, “ Possess ye. Tt is probable that|thus being a promise rather tha
the original word means ‘ye shall pos- ‘ mand, Yet the difference in 1€
sess’, the difference in the Greek being | unimportant,

only of a single letter, and the saying
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hen let them which are in Judas f] )
91 T and let them which are in tﬁg tr(zufll;% A.D. 50.

ntains ;
fogc depal:t out; and let not them that are in the
oountries enter thereinto.
“99 For these be the days of vengeance, that P a1l pau. o
27 ’

thxzjgs which are written may be fulfilled, Zoch, 111,
93 But woe unto them that are with child, and to
ihem that give suck, in those days! for there shall
pe great distress in the land, and wrath upon this
e0 le.
P 2}: And ther shall fall by the edge of the sword
and shall be led away captive into all nations: and
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, Puf-7"
Rom. 11. 25,

gyuntil the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.
95 *And there shall be signs in the sun, and in & %

threatened the city, though without making any attack, If this is
the warning mentioned here, it would give the Christians ample time
to leave the doomed city, and seek a safe refuge, before Titus, the
Roman general, finally advanced upon it and began the siege.

21, “In the countries.”” ¢In the fields,” Many of the unbelieving
Jews did aetually flee into Jerusalem for protection from the advancing
Roman army, thus increasing the horrors of the siege, and bringing
on themselves miserable destruction. '

In which Christ Himself came

22, ““The days of vengeance.”
fo execute judgment upon the nation which had rejected and crucified

Him. If the days of this temporal vengeance were so terrible, what
will be the days of the great eternal vengeance? “ Who may abide
“the day of His coming?” (Mal, iii. 2.).

“Written.”” In the law and the prophets, in which are many
threatenings of God’s judgments (See, for instance, Deut. xxviil,

15—68.).

24. “)They shall fall” &c. Josephus, the Jewish historian, says
that 1,100,000 perished in the siege, and that 97,000 were carried
away captive to Egypt and other lands. .

“Prodden down of the Gentiles.”” As in truth it has been ever
since, having remained to this day in the possession of Gentiles and
heathen (See on St. Matt. vi. 32.). It is now, and has long been,
in the hands of the Turks, who are Mahometans 1in religion,
“Turks” is used to signify Mahometans In the Third Collect for
Good-Friday. . K

“Until the times of the Gentiles” &o. This propheiy is probably
the same in meaning as that of St. Paul, who says that 1961}1“%0;5 ]132
“part is happened unto Israel, until the fulness of the Genti euntil
“ come in” (Rom, xi, 25.). But it may mean, as others SUP%OSG: swa
the times during which God has allotted to the Gentiles to bear Sway

Over Jerusalem be fulfilled. ' 1o}
e e Here plainly is the same fhﬁfa%:

25. “ And there shall be” &o. :
A X , ; s oreat discourse (S
vhich we find in St, Matthew’s version of this g7 temporal judgment of

Xi¥, 29,),~a change from the type, the lesser
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A.D.30. the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth
distress of nations, with perplexity; the ses gy 1
the waves roaring ;

96 men’s hearts failing them for fear, and g,

looking after those things which are coming o
the earth: for the powers of heaven shal]l 1
shaken.

97 And then shall they see the Son of mgy
sRev.1.7. Scoming in a cloud with power and great glory,
&1 98 And when these things begin to come to pags
‘rom.8.19, then look up, and lift up your heads; for tyoyy
o redemption draweth nigh.

the Jews, to the antitype, the great eternal judgment of the world, -
The lesser passes out of sight as the discourse advances: the greater
stands out in the front of the awful picture.

«“ And upon the earth.”” These words almost seem as though the
signs named in the former part of the verse are to be really signs in
the heavens, If they are figures for powers on earth, whether spiritual
or temporal, it is certainly strange to find other signs distinguished from
them as being “ upon the earth.” We should be wrong to deny that
there may be literally wonderful signs in the heavens before the great
coming of the Lord, as indeed history tells us there were before the
destruction of Jerusalem, The actual coming of the Lord will, we know,
be accompanied with very awful signs (2 St. Pet. iii. 10—12.), Still
the general language of Scripture (See on St, Matt,) is in favour of
a mystical meaning in these heavenly signs, and it certainly appears
that they are to be looked for before, and not together with, the second
advent. of Christ, If it were the latter, there would be no difficulty
in taking them quite literally, but the following parable of the Fig-tree
shuts out such a notion. On so mysterious a matter we must not
judge hastily, nor pronounce decidedly. When we see the signs, we
shall know them.

_“ The sea and the waves roaring.” The above remarks as to the
signs in the heavens apply to this sign on the earth also. It is pro-
bable that it ig to be understood as a figure describing the *distress
“of nations, with perplexity,” as if it were, ¢like unto the sea and
‘the waves roaring.’

27. ““ And then” That is, after these things have taken place, for
they are signs that the revelation of God’s kingdom is “at hand’
(3L.), not that it is come,

“In a cloud.” This is one point in which our Lord shall *so come
“in like manner” as He went up (Acts i. 11.).

28, “ When these things begin® &c. This shows, even moré
Elalnly than the parallel passage in St. Matthew (xxiv. 33.), that
. these things” must be understood of the last great signs spoken ©
JUS"E before (25, 26.). When these “ begin ” the end is very near.
of Redemption.” This word is used here of the end and completio
Oh the work. The price of our redemption was paid on the Oross, &
that we are already redeemed~—hought with a price.” God. the Son
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nd He spake to them a parabe . :
1%9ﬁ§ treo, and all the trees; barable;  Behold A.p.z.
t13 0 when they now shoot forth, Ye see and know
of your own selves that summer is now nigh at

h%nl So likewise ye, when ye see these things come

" Pa’ss(’l know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh

ab hand. ) ’
9 Verily I say unto you, This ge ‘

3 s avay, till all bo fulfiled, © oo Sholl

23 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but M
words shall not pass away. ’

34 And "take heed to yourselves, lest at any time v kom. 13,13,
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 1pers 5.
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day a
come UPON yOU uUnawares.

35 For *as a snare shall it come on all them =1 Thes.5.2.

that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Tev 35
36 Y Watch ye therefore, and 2 pray always, thats s shs.

e may be accounted worthy to escape all these®od 181

things that shall come to Pass, and #to stand before=Ps. 1.
the Son of man. Eph. 6, 13,

“hath redeemed me and all mankind” (Churchk Cafechism,). But
the full effect and final triumph of this redemption will be when
l(]}hrist comes again to take His redeemed people to their eternal
ome.

29, % The fig tree, and all the trees.”” St. Luke, writing for Gen-
tiles, records the addition by our Lord of the words, “and all the trees.”
“ Countries which have no fig-trees have their parables for watchful
“hearts” (Wordsworth.).

81. “The kingdom of God.”” In its full and final glory (See on
St. Matt. xiii. 43, and xxiv. 33.). .

34. “Take heed to yourselves” Christ has been speaking of the
distant future, See how He ends His discourse by bringing back the
thoughts of His hearers to their own hearts, lest they forget that, if
they would be ready for the Coming of the Lord, they must be living
in daily watchfulness, taking heed to themselves. .

35. “Ag g snare”” Which falls in a moment on the unsuspecting
animal, 8o suddenly shall the day fall upon the careless, who will not
watch

. . . ¢ ]
. “That dwell” Literally ‘that sit; the word seeming fo rpLy
dlenesy ant‘lv ease. Suc% ymen make earth their rest and their
Ome |
' i Jusion of the

36, “Watch . ., and pray.”” Mark the practical conc ;
“hole matter, The f‘l;rd Ic)loeg not speak of the things to cofﬁile tossatﬁfiﬁg
Valn curiosity, but to stir us up to hope and to watchfulness. Hi8

fevelations are not to make men wiser but better.
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AD.%0. 37 9 *And in the day time He was teaching
bJohns.1,2 in the temple; and ¢at night He went out, and
°ch.22.5% abode in the mount that is called the mount of

Olives.
38 And all the people came early in the morning
to Him in the temple, for to hear Him,




CHAPTER XXII.

The Jews conspive against Christ. 3 Satan prepareth J,.7..
. Hr;m. 7 The apostles prepare the passover. 19 Chy; Udas ¢

. 7St ngtyy 2 etry
holy supper, 21 covertly'foretelleth of the traitor, 24 dehort utety, 1
His apostle,s from ambition, 31 assureth Peler his faith shf)zll C;ke 1—e~£His
34 and yet he should deny Him thrice. 39 He pra d

: 4 veth 4 Wb foq
and sweateth blood, 47 is betrayed with a kiss: 50 He }, eéﬁﬁf‘e nsoulet
ear, 54 He is thrice denied of Peter, 63 shamefull

¥ ab Qichyg
confesseth Himself to be the Son of God. sed, g

NOW the feast of unleavened bread drew |
which is called the Passover. sl

——————
S

37, 38. How our Lord spent the Holy-Week,

37. “In the day time* &c. This is a short account of the mang
in which our Lord spent the few solemn days between His t.riumpll*ef
entry into Jerusalem on Palm-Sunday and His betrayal during t]?
night of the Thursday following, His time was come, and He nms
spoke openly in the Temple day by day. It should be observeq that
these verses do not describe what took place after the discourse i this
chapter, for that was probably uttered on one of the later days of thig
period (See on St. Matt., xxiii. 89.) ; they are a general account of
all these sacred days. | ‘ ‘

“ At night” &o. He certainly retired to Bethany for one night
(See St. Matt, xxi, 17.), and probably for other nights, during the
Holy-Week., But, Bethany being just beyond—over the ridge of—the
Mount of Olives, it might very well be meant in this place (See on
St. Matt. xxi. 1.). Still it is generally thought, and with good reason,
that our Lord passed a large part of the night, and probably some entire
nights, at this time in the open air upon the mountain side. The
nights would at that time be light with the Paschal moon (See on
St. Matt. xxvi. 36.). The expression “as He was wont”, of our Lord’s
going into the Mount of Olives on the night of His betrayal (xxii. 39.)
when certainly there was no idea of going as far as Bethany, favours
this notion,
- 88. “All the people” &e. Our Lord’s popularity (See on xix. 48.)
no doubt stirred up the jealousy of the Scribes and Pharisees to a
keener desire for His destruction. Were it not well if men in these
days were ready to come early in the morning to God’s house to meet |
the Saviour and to hear His words?

CHAPTER XXII,
1, 2, The Jews plot Christ’s death.
St. Matt, xxvi, 1—5, St Mark xiv. 1, 2.

e

1% Which s called the Passover.” There |a Gospel written for the Jows, like
i3 10 need for any such explanation in | St. Matthew’s,
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And *the Chi(?f pl‘i:est.s and  seribeg .
thw they might kill Him; for they fearesgu%}lg ‘g IZ). 30,
' 2 Ps. 2,92

PGOP]e' John 11. 47,

' Acts 4. 27
pThen entered Satan into Judag |
) Surns ohn 1.
Tseariot, being of the ?umber of the twelve, P b
4 And he went his way, and communed with

chief priests and captains, how he mio !
:'i.laey Him unto them. e might be

5 And they were glad, and ¢ covenanted to give ¢ Zech.11.12,
him money. .

6 And he promised, and sought opportunity to
f —

9, *“ They feared the people.” The common people i

Jadly, and would not submit to any open act of vi(I))ler?ce :ggifstcggﬁt
They seem sometimes to have taken the law into their own hands.
or at least to have been ready to take unlawful revenge upon such
as displeased them., The Chief Priests and Scribes were afraid to speak
slightingly of John’s baptism, lest the people should stone them (xx. 6.)
and at a later time, when the Apostles were brought before the council.
the officers ’gl‘eated them with gentleness for the same reason (Acté
v. 26.). It is not to be supposed that all the people, who welcomed
our Lord as He rode into Jerusalem, and would have defended Him,
now turned against Him at His crucifixion. Some no doubt did so,
“and others suffered themselves to be overborne by the stronger party,
but the enmity now was mainly that of the Chief Priests and Scribes
and their followers.

. 8—6, The bargain of Judas with the Chief Priests.
St. Matt. xxvi. 14—16. St. Mark xiv. 10, 11.

© 8. “Then entered Satan” &ec. This terrible expression is repeated
concerning Judas at the time when he went out to prepare the accom-
plishment of that devilish act, which he was now plotting (St. John
xiii. 27.), Satan took possession of him hoth in the planning and
in the fulfilling. God worketh in His own children “both to will
“and to do of His good pleasure” (Phil. ii. 13.). The devil * worketh
“in the children of disobedience” (Eph. ii. 2.) both to will and to
do of his evil pleasure. A year before this our Lord had spoken
very awful words of Judas, “ Have I not chosen you twelve, and one
“of you is a devil #” (St. John vi. 70.). He who allows Safan to enter
into him is already classed among his servants, and becomes in character
here what he will be in reality hereafter—“a devil” T,
4. “Captains”® Called afterwards “captains of the tempe J( %1
The « captain of the temple” is named as taking part with tl]]e vegf)
council against the Apostles in the Acts of the Apostles (11V' i A
18 was not a military. title, the captains of the temp etant vgvatch
Deads of the guard of Priests and Levites who I,Eept consk ]
In the temple day and night. The chief captain ’Whoftao <. but s
Drisoner (See Acts xxi. 31. xxii, 29.) was mot on® Othe lgas”de heaL
oman officer, captain of the band Wwho kept guard 10 "

t0 the Temple, - = | 00
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AD.%0. betray Him unto them 2in the absence of ¢,
2 O, without TR,

e 7 9 Then came the day of unleavened breaq,

when the passover must be kllleii. .

8 And He sent Peter and John, saying, Go apg.

repare us the passover, that we may eat.

9 And they said unto Him, Where wilt They,

e prepare ?

thf(g Xn}l) }%)e said unto them, Behold, when ye gy,
entered into the city, there shall a man meet you,
bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the
house where he entereth in. »

11 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the
house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is thge
ouestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with
My disciples? .

i2 And he shall shew you a large upper room
furnished : there make ready.

13 And they went, and found as He had said
unto them: and they made ready the passover.

d Matt. 26. 20, d
Matt.20.20. 14 4 4 And when the hour was come, He sat

down, and the twelve apostles with Him.

6. “In the absence of the multitude.”” This gives the key to
the whole betrayal. There was no difficulty in finding Christ in public;

:heHr.eal difficulty was to find Him apart from the people who- held
0 Ilim,

7—13, The disciples sent to prepare the Passover,
St. Matt, xxvi. 17—19. St. Mark xiv. 12—186,

12, * Furnished.” Ready prepared for a Passover party to kee
the feast. Whether the mun topwhom the room be]or?gedy purposeg
lending or letting it to any party applying for it for the paschal feast,
We cannot tell. Those who had large rooms frequently lent them
to parties of strangers visiting Jerusalem for the purpose of keeping
the Passover. It is plain however that this man gladly gave up his
room to our Lord, “the Master,” when asked to do so in His name.
m}:’}h&’;; &T e]suf c}times. seﬁ:}ng aﬁshelt(ir, let our hearts be that farnished

o, 0! IHe, in His infinite love wi i u
with us, and we with Him (See Rev. iii. 2‘27)1%1 s A ot O

1418, Introductox_'y words at the Paschal Supper.

14. “When the hour was come.” That i + for the
eating of the Passover. - This was at is, the legal how orh_'C
the lamb was killed (See on St, ]?;attfhxexxe(‘i{.eil%)’% o e ey o W
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15 And Heo said unto them, 2With desire T A.p. s,

have desired to eat this passover with you before: o 7y

hem"u'liy
desired,

for I say unto you, I will not any more
eatﬁthereof, cuntil 1t be fulfilled in the kingdom e cn 1415

Acts 10, 41,
of God Rev. 19, 9,

17 And He took the cup, and gave thanks,
ond said, Take this, and divide ¢ among your-

Jves : ;
Se18 for fI say unto you, I will not drink of the fMatt.26.20.

fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God sghall ™ *%

come.
—————

15, ¢ With desire I have desired.”” That is, I have very greatly
¢ Jesired. Tl_ns was His great farewell feast of love, the last calm
and blessed intercourse with His disciples before the hurried, and
to them terrible, events of His capture, condemnation, and death.
Besides it was a Passover of vast importance to the Christian Church,
for it was now that the old type was to be closed, and the new Christian
feast to be instituted. Tt was just a year before this that the disciples
had been startled, and some offended, by the wonderful discourse con-
cerning eating His Flesh and drinking His Blood, spoken at Capernaum
(St. John vi.). He was now about to clear up part of the mystery of
those words. Thus it was an occasion of great blessing to the disci-

les; and therefore Jesus had eagerly longed for it.

16. “I will not any more eat thereof”” Our Lord declares that
this iz the last Passover He will eat on earth. And thus passes away
the type, which was fulfilled in Him. This is the last true Passover
feast.

“Until it be fulfilled.” That is, ‘until this Passover be fulfilled.
- We can hardly doubt that our Lord’s words point forward to the

“marriage-supper of the Lamb” (Rev. xix. 9.), of which that paschal
supper was a type. If Jesus could so earnestly desire the earthly fore-
taste, with what intensity of desire should we desire the heavenly
fulfilment! The one was dark with the awful shadows of the approach-
ing Cross, The other will be bright with the cloudless glory of the
Divine radiance, L

17. “He took the cup.” This must be carefully thlpgu'lshed from
the similar act which our Lord performed in the institution of the

Lord’s Supper shortly afterwards (20.). This cup was one of ﬂie pas-
chal cups, tasted by all from time to time during the feast (See on

t. Matt, xxvi, 17 s
“Take thi ivide it* &e. Probably our Lord had first tasted
Hir e b 48 ! f the house to do

the cup Himself (as was customary for the master o
 the Passover) and then passed it to the disciples.

18, “Iwill not drink” &e, This answers to the saying concerning

the eating, in 16, Both sayings refer to the Passover, and not to the
\

thes, (LA not drivk” de, Tn §t. Mat tion of the Lord's Supper, as thotgh e

hoy, KXV, 2 i orred to the sacramental cup.
theg - 29.), and St. Mark (xiv. 25.), | referred to vords,
® Words are placed after the institu- | however best to undgrgtgnd the v

e
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. and gav
19 47 And He took bread, and gave thyyy
A.D.30 br]a,keﬂ;'t, and gave unto them, saying, Tp;e o {il?d
body which is given for you: Sthis do i relneliy

3214001'. 11. f M
brance of Me. )
S cup after ;
90 TLikewise also the cup Supper, Saying
-—_——‘-_________.____._— .———-——"""’4‘_‘_’——‘”‘ R—\\\ )

~

B .~ and drinking, of which our Lord had not vet
?ﬁ?}}%ﬁdgﬁuﬁ God” in this verse (as in 16,) must be “yy, dsepg;en
of the kingdom in its perfected and triumphant state (See op St Mz(t)f[l

xiii. 48.).

19, 20, The Institution of the Liord’s Suppep,
St. Matt, xxvi. 26—29. St. Mark xiv. 22—25,

19.  This is My body.” Most of the errors upon the Subject of
the Holy Communion have arisen from attempts to explain “.'ha.t(ij
a mystery, and to define what the Holy Spirit has veiled fron, 011?
curious sight. There is great wisdom in the following words, ascriheq
to Queen Elizabeth :—

“ Christ was the Word that spake it:
« He took the bread, and brake it:
« And what that Word did make it,
«“ That I believe, and take it.”

Tn the same spirit one of the holiest and wisest writers of our Church
says: * What these elements are in themselves it skilleth not, It i
“enough that unto me which take them they are the Body and Blood
“of Christ. His promise in witness hereof sufficeth. His word He
*knoweth which way to accomplish. Why should any cogitation possess
“the mind of a faithful communicant but this, O my God, Thou art
“true: O my soul, thou art happy?” (Hooker.).

“This do in remembrance of Me.” These words are not given
by the other Evangelists, though recorded by St. Paul, who tells us,
on the authority of Christ Himself, that similar words accompanied

not as having special reference to the |and might be translated °Perform’ or
S%C{ﬁmeqtal cup, but as spoken generally | * Celebrate’ this; though without exclud-
? i és wine which Jesus had that night | ing the people’s share in the solemn act-
t:izlst with His disciples, It is probable Remembrance.” In support of the view
. at our Lord did not Himself taste of | that a memorial before God is a true and
< t!et }sacr’an(liental cup. For the meaning | necessary part of the Eucharist (although
the words see on 8t. Matt, xxvi. 29. ~ | not that which our Lord speaks of i
g 1z:zstho. It may be well to ob- | this command), we may observe that such
s at the word translated *do” is | memorial was a marked feature in. t°
lati Teqfue'}? tly used in the Greek trans- | ancient sacrifices, which foreshadowed the
on of the Old Testament for the per- | same Atonement which we commemord

ormance of any solemn rite or ceremony, | in the Lord’s Supper (See Lev. ii. 9 16.

as, for insta ; S et & make
y avnr;yce, for keeping the Passover, | xxiv. 7. Num. x. 10.). Indeed we D&’

; of the solemn feasts, per- | memorial £ the Sacrifice 0
fm;m:’rég a %ac?ﬁ(nal. rite—and often for | Christ lgotbg{g;% ?y?dth(;s holy sacram(:hﬂs
it would pr boboﬁ‘ ering 4 saerifice. Thus | (though most signally so), for we 49 t,]l.
Ancstl probably have in the ears of the | whenever we end a prayer * through J¢
thgn the a'Em‘lch more solemn meaning '

[ . ”
nglish word conveys to us, sus Christ our Lord,
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is cup ¢ the new testament in My blood, A.D.s.
:r%l%h is shed for you. '

' i But, behold, the hand of him that be-
¢ rﬁ;,et;f Me ¢s with Me on the table. e

——""—‘—————_-" (1 C .
iving of the cup or. XL 25.), a fact we do not learn at all
.}F:mg the Gospels. Both parts of the command require thought?ul

attention. . . :
"4, What is the meaning of “This do”? Some hold that the com-

mand, being addressed to the Apostles, and having reference to Christ's
own sacramental act, 1s rather a command to Christ’s ministers to
celebrate, than 10 His people to partake of, the Holy Communion : in
which case the meaning would be, ‘Do that which I have done—enact
¢ {his solemn rite—Dbless and distribute this bread and this cup,’ Even
if this were 8o, t]_ae Quty of partaking would be implied in the command
to bless and to distribute, for the Sacrament is celebrated for the express
urpose of commul.n?’atmg.. St. Paul however gives an explanation of
the words, “Do this”, which shows that they certainly extend to the
eating and drinking, adding after our Lord’s command ‘these important
words, * For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
«ghow the Lord’s death till He come” (1 Cor. xi. 26.); the ““eat”
and “drink” in this verse answering to ¢ This do” in the two previous
verses. Thus the command must be taken to embrace the whole sacred
ordinance,—the blessing and distributing on the part of the priest, the
eating and drinking on the part of all. 3

2. What' is the meaning of “in remembrance of Me”? Literally
this means, ‘for My memorial” This ‘memorial’ may be either a
memorial for man, that is, an act to bring vividly before man the
remembrance of His Saviour’s Death: or a memorial before God, that
is, an act wherein we plead and present before God’s mercy-seat the
one “full, perfect, and sufficient Sacrifice,” with which alone we may
“come boldly unto the throne of grace” (Hebr. iv. 16.). Both of these
two memorials, or commemorations, are true and necessary parts of
the Eucharist, It pictures Christ crucified to man; and it pleads
Christ crucified before God. But here again, in the same verse which
helped us to the meaning of “This do”, St. Paul gives the key to the
words hefore us.- For, as the “eat” and ¢ drink” answers to * This do”,
50 do the words “ye show the Lord’s death” answer to “in remem-
“brance of Me.” But the Greek word translated “ye show” can only
mean before man., Therefore we conclude that our Lord is speaking
rather of a memorial for man, than of a memorial })efore God. The
whole command may be explained thus: ¢Observe this holy Sacrament

‘as showing forth My death till T come.

21-23, Annoﬁncement of the betrayal.

St. Matt, xxvi. 21—25, St. Mark xiv. 18—21, St. John xiil. 21—30.

2l “But, behold” We may well suppose that there would be at

¢ast & solemn pause after the giving of the sacramental cup, and while
“HH——_‘

2L “But, behold” that many think Judas left the Upper
TeRtioned ’(ulfogd'f:‘t.c%’.’[htt,nx};ﬁ, oot | Chamber before the insitution of tho

h 1 Cor. 10,
16. .

iPs 41,9,
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99 And truly the Son of man goeth, *as it yoq

.D. 30.
A.D oe unto that man by whom p

¢ rowz.23. determined: but w

&4%5 ig betrayed! . |
93 And they began to enquire among themselyeg
which of them it was that should do this thing,

1 Mak0.34. 24 9 'And there was also @ strife among thep,
¢h.9.46.  pooh of them should be accounted the greatest,

——

the Apostles in turn partook of it. Thus these words would not he
joined on in reality so closely to the solemn words of the institutioy
of the Sacrament as in the Evangelist’s brief aqcount they seem to be,
How mightily did the presence of the traitor, with his frightfy)
hypocrisy, weigh down the soul of the spotless Son of God. Through.
out the solemn Supper Jesus appears again and again to have spokep
the terrible truth. We can hardly conceive hardness of heart, anq

boldness of deceit, capable of remaining in the presence of that Eye

which so plainly saw all. )
« With Me on the table.” These words do not point out the trai.

tor, but only declare that he is sitting at the same table, and eating
of the same dishes, as our Lord (See on St, Matt.).

24—30, Strife as to which should be greatest, and
discourse upon it,

24, “ There was also a strife” &c. Such a strife had taken place
on a former occasion (See ix. 46, and St. Matt. xviii, 1.). Tt surprises
us to find the same ambitious thoughts entering into so sacred a scene
as that before us, Yet Satan is busiest in holiest hours. - There is no
absolute mnecessity to suppose this strife to have taken place where
St. Ll’l,ke relates it in the order of events, since his words * There was
“also” may refer to any period during the evening, Many accordingly
imagine the sirife to have been on first sitting down to supper, and
to have arisen from anxiety to be near to Jesus, This in itself seems
more probable 1h&1,1 that any such strife should have arisen after the
tgrnble “Ts it I?i,' and the solemn sacramental feast, Yet it is pos-
sible that the privilege of St.John in “leaning on Jesus Bosom”
may even at_so unh.kely an hour, have been turned into an occasion
for bringing up again the old question. We can hardly doubt that
the discourse here given is closely connected with that after the washing
?‘f the feet related by St. John (xiii. 12—16.). The words “I am

a&nfﬁlg you as he that serveth” (27.) seem certainly to relate to that;
and that certainly took place early in the events of the evening.

Tne Sooroment. 1 so, of courso St.\of the announcement, hat they hare
sation whieh rg lﬁ is place a conver- |recorded it before it actually took place,
earlier part of eﬁ y took place at an|and not St.Luke after. St.Luke is gene;
appear from M1 M1<;:theve,mngé as_would | rally more careful to set forth *in order”
Gospels, It soem v St. Marl’s| (i. 3.) what he relates, and in the pI:

able, even if thi: : Ophever more pro-|sent case St Luke’s order is of specid
sation with that rls] t e same conver-|significance, since it implies that the
earlier Evanrreﬁq clated by the _two |traitor was present at, and partook 03

selists, and not a repetition | the Sacramental rite,
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d He said unto them, The kings of the A.D.20.
25 ‘i‘ 511 oxercise lqrdshlp over them; and they = Matt. 20.
el;tlei . rcise authority upon them are called bene- Irark 10.42.

tha

fﬂ%tg r?{But ye shall IiOt ]ﬁ? 80 b 0 ‘but1 he that‘ is. n Mott. 20,26,
oatest among you, et him be as the younger ;ocn.o.4s
g16da he that s chief, as he that doth serve.

an

g7 »For whether ¢s greater, he that sitteth atrcnizsr
meat, or he that serveth? 4s not he that sitteth at
)

£? but 11 am among you as he that serveth,  4Matt.20.25.
'm;% Ye are they which have continued with Me ‘1:3:1.:1 ;37
. My temptations. r Heb, 4, 15.
11129 gnd *1 appoint unto you a kingdom, as My nis%.
Father hath appointed unto Me ; g Ol e

95. ¢ The kings of the Gentiles” &e. Our Lord, in rebuking the
gpirit of His Apostles, repeats the words He had spoken to them after
the presumptuous request of the sons of Zebedee (St. Matt. xx, 25—28.),
though with some little change of expression (see especially 27.) fo
suit the occasion, and in reference to the act which the words probably
accompanied, namely the washing of the feet.

« Benefactors.” One of the kings of Egypt was always known by
s title which signified ‘the Benefactor.

26. “Ye shall not be so.’> No, for Christianity reverses the world’s
judgments, - Greatness is littleness; humility is true nobility.

27. “I am among you as he that serveth.” These words would
have a peculiar force if spoken just after our Lord had gone from one
to another of the disciples, with the basin and towel, washing their feet,
This was usually the servant’s duty. :

28. “Ye are they’ &c. This and the next two verses are again
a repetition of a former saying (St. Matt. xix, 28.), though again slightly
altered to suit the occasion. Then it was simply “ Ye which have
“followed Me”: now it is, “Ye which have continued with Me in
“My temptations”. By “temptations” is here (as so frequently) meant
‘trials’ "So far the Apostles had clung faithfully to their Master.
Thus they might comfort themselves with the promise made to such,
We must observe how mercifully our Lord rebukes the thought of
éarthly rivalry and greatness by the promise of heavenly glory and
bliss.  How can they contend for the first place here, who are to he
pl@lrmces in the kingdom of glory hereafter; and this too when they

1.3';’9 Ogten been told that the path to that glory lies through humi-
lation »

29, “I appoint unto you a kingdom.?’ They wished for greatness,
Josus tells them they shall have it: only not perhaps as and where
they think, | .

“As My Father hath appointed unto Me” The kingdom Christ
bestows upon His saints is 1In)cI>Jt only the same kingdom which the ‘Fajche’r
has hestowed upon Him, so that they are “joint-heirs with Christ”,
El'lt also it is bestowed on like conditions, Christ “humbled Himself,

ad became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, Where-
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! d drink at M
p.%0. 30 that tye may eat an > My tap),
,ﬁ"ftt_ s.1. in My kingdom, ® and sit on thrones» Judging the
eI celve tribes of Israel. .
u Ps. 49. 14, ‘. Simon 4im0n .b h
Matt. 19, 28. . And the Lord Sald, ’ s, DG Old,
Rev s 2L x g;tal\- hath desired fo have you, that he may

x ] Pet. 5. 8. . .
y Amos 9.9, Y sift you as wheat :

eJohn17.9, 39 hut z] have Pl'a,yed for thee, that thy f&ith

11, 15.
6 Lo also hath highly exalped Him”. So too he_ that humbleth
h{:gg;l? (s)lc}aﬁ Slc;e exaltedgto the kingdom of glory. Christ says, <I give
¢you as My Father hath given Me, the same kingdom, on the same

¢ terms.’ .
te;o' ¢« Mhat ye may eat and drink” &c. Plainly these words are

o by the occasion on which they were spoken. The paschg]
f;]]ega?!?Stzg wgll as the sacramental, would naturally suggest such lay.
guage. We might, not unreasonably, have supposed the former part
of this verse to refer to the Holy Communion to be eaten and drunk
in the new kingdom of the Church of Christ on earth, but the latter
part proves that the whole is spoken of the kingdom in its perfected
-gtate hereafter. It is quite out of the question to refer this verse to
any eating and drinking with our Lord between His Resurrection and
Ascension. And surely the meaning of this verse must settle the
meaning of 16 and 18 (See also on St. Matt. xix. 28, and xxvi. 29.),

31—34. The vprophecy of St. Peter’s denial.

St. Matt, xxvi, 30—35. St. Mark xiv. 26—381. St.John xiii. 36—38,

31. “Simon, Simon.” This very remarkable saying is given only
by 8t. Luke, but is plainly a part of the same conversation in which
our Lord (as related by all the Evangelists) foretells St. Peter’s denial.

“Satan hath desired {0 have you.”” Satan had asked to make this
sifting; and God had permitted it. No one is tempted except by
Divine permission, We should compare with this the mysterious his-
tory of Batan’s request to try Job (Job i). The word “you” here
is in the plural number, and does not refer to St. Peter only, though
the words are spoken to him, Satan’s sifting was to be of all the
Appsﬂes, Judas, who had gone out before this, of course, excepted. His

sifting was over.
_ “8ift you as wheat” This implies a searching trial, The sifting
is much the same as the winnowing (St. Matt, iii, 12.), and is for the
purpose of separating the good wheat from the chaff or light grain.
Christ and Satan both sift, and both separate: but Christ to save the
.good, Satan to seize upon the bad. Our Lord’s words “as wheat”
already seem to promise that the Apostles shall come safely through
the trial,

82, “I have prayed for thee.” “For thee”—that is, St. Peter
only, of whom our Lord now speaks, For him had Christ already
Interceded. But why for him alone? We need not suppose this. We
may rather believe our Lord had prayed for them all.  But He names
fol: hﬁl;:céal klllzater‘cessmn for St. Peter because it was specially g0
i himo SOW it. The approaching sifting would be specially severtz

1AM Safan was about to handle very roughly this the foremos
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pail mot: “and when thou art converteq

thy brethren. ot T a Pg, 51. 13
33 And he said unto Him, Lord, I am ready to JohnL15,
o with Thee, both nto prison, and to death, ot

g g4 And He said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock

ghall not crow this day, before that thou shalt

thrice deny that thou knowest Me,

35 q "And He said unto them, When I sent > Mt 10.0.
you withqut purse, and serip, and shoes, lacked ity
ye any thing ¢ And they said, Nothing,

36 Then said He unto them, But now, he that

» Strengthen A.D. s0.

of the Apostles’ company. He was even to gain a great triumph
him for a season. And the fallen Apostle might gdespair. ll‘jhism;:

surance then of his Lord’s prayers would greatly comfort him, and
help him in his penitence. :

- “That thy faith fail not”® That is, ‘fail not utterly and finally.
Observe, the Divine Mediator did not pray that St. Pefer might not
be tempted, but only that he might not be overwhelmed by the tempta-
tion. The sifting of temptation is very needful both for humility
and for watchfulness. Christ will not “quench” the “smoking flax”
(St. Matt. xi}'. 20.). The faith that is near going out His prayers and
His grace will yet fan up into a bright flame again. But mark the
warning. Even an Apostle’s faith may fail. (Comp. 1 Cor. ix. 27.).
Yes; and even his, whose noble confession received so high a blessing
(St. Matt. xvi. 17.).

“When thou art converted,” &c. * Converted” means °turned
‘back again’, and refers here plainly to St. Peter’s penitence after
his denial. But what strange words these must have seemed to him
then. ““Converted”: then he would certainly fall so as to need a true
and deep penitence. ¢ Strengthen thy brethren”: then he was not fit
to do so yet. We can imagine what sorrow and pain the words would
cause to the eager ardent disciple. He could not believe it possible.
He needed humbling, and teaching his own weakness, before he would
be fit to strengthen the weak. .

83, “Lord, I am ready” &c. Over-confidence in self was St Peter’s
besetting fault. Yet this is a fault often found in noble generous natures.
How much more loveable is this impulsive zeal than a cold calculating
spirit, which will dare nothing for Christ. !

84. “T tell thee, Peter.” Perhaps there is a force here in the word
“Peter”, as though it were, ‘I tell thee, thou who art called Peter, the
*“Rock, and who thinkest thyself as firm and strong as a rock,’ &c. This
is the only place in which our Lord addresses the Apostle by his name
“Peter”, except on the occasion when He first gave him the name.

35—388. Conversation concerning the sword.

86. “ But now.” Clirist is preparing His disciples for a very dif-
ferent state of things from that which they had hitherto experienced.

86. “ He that hath no sword” de. The | “that hath not, let him sell his garment,
literal translation of these words Gis, ‘He | ‘gnd buy a sword,’ By ‘hath not’ our
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i ke ¢, and likew:
p.%0. hath a purse, let him ta A kewise 7.
= gerip ar})d he that hath no sword, let him g ﬁiz
arment, and buy one. . .
8 37 For I say unto you, that this cthat IS Wittey
 Mark 15,28, TUst yet be accomplished in Me, ¢And He Sy
reckoned among the tranlsgressors: for the thiy, s
cerning Me have an end. Yool g3, 15
00§8 An(% they said, Lord, behold, here ase ey
swords. And He said unto them, It is enough,

. i

are no longer to expect miraculous protection or a miracyly,

g‘:l};)?{y gf thelr neeas; _They must face the world and its Persecutiong,
and make all due provision for meeting danger and difficulty.

“No sword.?® These words are not intended to ])e literally acted
upon, as we see from what follows, and from our Lord’s words to Pilyte
(St. John xviii. 36.), but are rather a strong expression to Imply greg
coming danger. Still our Lord could not have used such languagg
at all, if it were, as some say, wrong at all times, and under all ¢
cumstances, to use force. He certainly appears, by this mention of
the sword, to give His sanction to a due provision on the part of
Christians for their personal safety.

387. “He was reckoned among the transgressors.” Our Lord ig
here giving the reason why the disciples must expect to have to defend
themselves against their enemies, When their Master was (according
to this well-known prophecy) counted no better than a malefactor,
they could not expect any better treatment. The disciple is not
“ above his master, nor the servant above his lord” (St. Matt. x. 24.),

“The things concerning Me have an end.”” That is, not only
tare fulfilled’, but ‘are now coming to an end—now receiving their
¢ fulfilment,’

38. “Lord, behold, here are two swords.?’ .One was no doubt
St. Peter’s, for he had one just afterwards in the garden, Plainly the
Apostles mistook our Lord’s meaning, and thought He spoke of the
immediate need of actual swords,. But how came they to have these
two swords? It does not seem natural that the disciples of the ¢meek
“and lowly” Jesus should be armed with swords. Nor is it likely
they were in general. But on this occasion they had been warned
again and again of the treatment their Master would receive when
He came to Jerusalem; and some of them, in their mistaken zea
and ardour, may have resolved to defend Him, as we find St. Peter

doing in the garden, and so have procured these swords. It is also
said that the Jews fre

. quently armed themselves on journeys, such as
that which our Lord and His Apostles had but just taken, as a pro-
tection against robbers, and this may account for the possession of the
two swords,

“It is enough This does not mean ¢ The two swords are enough’s
but is a gentle way

; ay of putting aside the offer, and ending the convers
tion, as though it were ‘ Enough of talking about this matter’, O
Lord says nothing to explain His meaning more clearly, hecause the

4_-_'_"__,_.-4-"

Atm?s}g.tprs understood * hath not ¢ sword’;

e{l 1V 18 more probable that ‘hath not’

named, or else is to be taken by itself: 88
ther refers to the purse just before

meaning ‘hath nothing’ (as in St Math
Xxv, 29.),
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g9 q *And He came out, and °went, as He A.D.s.
o wont, to the mount of Olives; and His dis-ajopmisy.

v'mles also followed Him. e ch, 21. 37,

61550 t And when He was at the place, He said untor ver. ss.

o, Pray that ye enter not info temptation. Matt. 6. 13.
t 41 And He was withdrawn from them about a
tone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed,

49 saying, Father, if Thou be ?willing, removezGr. witing
gpis cup from Me: nevertheless Snot My will, & John 8. 0.
put Thine, be done, e

43 And there appeared "an angel unto Him® M. 411
from heaven, strengthening Him,

T .

Apostles would not, or could not, understand Him. Lange says, «If
w3t were possible for us to imagine the Lord Jesus, during any moment
« of this paschal night, with a faint sad smile upon His heavenly coun-
«tenance, it would be at this offer of the two swords. Two swords
«io oppose all the powers of the world, of hell, and of death, which
« were about to attack Him!” Tt was said anciently,  If the Lord meant
« His disciples to use carnal weapons, a hundred swords would be too
«fow: if heavenly, two were too many.” Thus it is plain He is not
gpeaking of the defence of that night.

39—46, The Agony in Gethsemane.
St. Matt, xxvi. 36—46, St. Mark xiv. 32—42,

39, “The mount of Olives.” This expression seems fo embrace
all the lower part of the hill, or rather perhaps all that lay on the
farther side of the brook Kedron, between which and the hill itself
was the garden of Gethsemane (See on St. Matt. xxi. 1, xxvi. 36,
and Map of Jerusalem.),

40. “Pray that ye enter not® &e. St. Matthew has in this place
only “Tarry ye here and watch with Me”. Tt seems however, from
a comparison of that account with this, that our Lord uttered His
command to “ Watch and pray” both at the beginning and at the end
of His Agony., Thus the watching (only mentioned in St. Matthew)
was to be no idle watching, but a watching unto the prayer (only
mentioned in St, Luke.).

41, “ About a stone’s cast”” This seems to have been a familiar
saying among the Jews, meaning ‘some little distance’, without being
very precise.

. “Xneeled down.” Some have supposed that, when it is said that
Jesus “fell on His face” (St. Matt.), or “fell on the ground” (St. Mark),
1t may be supposed that this was through weakness and exhaustion. But
he calmer expression used here—*“kneeled down”-—seems rather to
lead to the view that it is a posture of deep reverence which is described.

43. “There appeared an angel” This verse and the next are
only found in St. Luke. As Angels came and ministered to our Lord
after His Temptation (St. Matt. iv. 11.), so an Angel is sent to strengthen
Him now, We are not told how the Angel strengthened Him; mnor
Whether he was seen by the three Apostles or no, In whatever the

strengthening consisted, it appears to have been {o enable Jesus to
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AD.%0. 44 'And being in an agony He prayed
\ onm 12, e7.eaxnestly : and His sweat Was as it were Morq
Heb.5. 7. drops of blood falling down to the ground, 8lea
45 And when He rose Up from prayer, ang

-~ come to His disciples, He found them sleeping“}g:

SOITOW, _
aid unto them, Why sleep ye
* Tisg

46 and s :
ever40, and ¥pray, lest ye enter into temptation,

47 9 And while He yet spake, behold a yy

bear the intense weight of the remaining agony, described im
verse. Thus does God often answer prayer. We ask for the re Hext
of the suffering, and an Angel is sent to strengthen us to bem vl
So $St. Paul thrice besought the Lord that the “thorn in the Er it,
might depart from him, But his answer is a message from h e
« My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfanep,
“weakness” (2 Cor. X1, 8, 9.). We can bardly doubt that w e(i]t =
an inspired commentary upon the Agony in Gethsemane whe ave
3"ead of Christ that “in the days of His flesh, when He had Oﬁ'eflil we
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tear S
«“that was able to save Him from death z)mdgwél h Gl s Him
“foared; though He were a Son, yet Jearned Hz %mdq In that He
“things which He suffered” (Hebr.’v. 7, 8.) obedience by the
44. “ His sweat” &e. T o 15t
of this awful passage fs thal;ez?]ecai?m%i h:ﬂe (%oubt thal; the meaning
to force from our Lord’s sacred Body a sswf ugtg iayvas so_torturing as
Blool, - Sudh an: Godoiisits: 15 ok Y b ea hs ined with His very
cllﬂe(.iical Science bear testimony to i(%;s fla?illl]geaggmgfzm HISI;“)".Y ang
uring great tortur Ui Lappene
the words of the ‘Piféepxlvgelin?aﬁ'e;‘,’? opply % ourLord il B gy
“to you, all ye that pass by ?pBeh’l?in dt‘%ar Him cry, *Is it nothing
“like unto My sorrow!” (Lam. i 120) » G, 50 L hers' oo mu omo
45. *“ Sleeping for "9 N,
weaknes, 7ok 1 e, Dot wial neglect, Thay wers auil vorn on
by the grief, and anxiety, and excit glect. They were quite worn out
46, “Rise and pray> Doss thgr?‘%!;: (if this night of wonders.
of St. Matthew? It is possible, since b ﬁle bere ptand oy ihe “mbL
simply a call to awake and’ rou o t}(; vords may be understood 28
those Who are often grie,ved b 5122 :msglves to prayer. May ot
devotions find some comfort ])crler - ’lg ealing over them during their
did not harshly chide them, but ra?d.l he Apostles slept. And Jesus
’ er roused them to renewed prayel

47—
| 53. The betrayal and taking of Jesus.

St. Matt, xxvi
| att. Xxvi, 47—56, St, Mark xiv. 43—52, St John xviil, 1—12

4_.7' 113 Dr
such frightfﬁ?n?ﬁ?geﬁg g esus to kiss Him, We can hardly concei"®
s . ypocrisy possible, But the fall of those most
_/"

47. “He that
way of Speakinwas called Judas” This 1 familiar < .
3 king of Jud: 18 | familiar tors in
St. Luke udas shows that | the even‘tvfs1 t]ge]t;%dneg;xeghgf gi;igtciano $0

 Was writing hi
tde Christians, why l,}v%ggspg})forb geg the Jewish Church would be.
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and he that was called Judas, one of the ap. 30.

. de
g:glvé, went Ili(?fom them, and drew near unto
g to kiss Him. . .
J isg But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest

fhou the Son of man with a kiss?

49 When they which were about Him saw what
would follow, they said unto Him, Lord, shall we
smite with the sword ?

50 And one of them smote the servant of the
high priest, and cut off his right ear.

51 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus
far. And He touchecgl his ear, and healed him.

592 Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and
captains of the temple, and the elders, which were
come to Him, Be ye come out, as against a thief,
with swords and staves?

53 When I was daily with you in the temple, ye
stretched forth no hands agammst Me: !but this ‘i John 12, 27,
your hour, and the power of darkness.

highly exalted is always the deepest. Txcept the fall of Satan from
heaven never was there fall so great as that of Judas, :

- 48, “Judas, betrayest thou” &c. The address by name, as well
as the form of the question, seems to have in it as much of sorrowful
gentleness as of bitter reproach. Yet the kiss of Judas was the crown
of hypocrisy, and must have been even more hateful to Christ than
the spitting of the rabble. Open enmity and insult always seemed to
Him more endurable than secret malice under the veil of friendliness,
Are there no sins in these days bearing a fearfully strong likeness to
the kiss of Judas?

49. “Lord, shall we smite’” &c. Plainly whosoever asked this
question (probably St. Peter) waited not for the answer, but at once
acted on his own hot impulse.

5L “Suffer ye thus far”’ The meaning of these words has been
‘much disputed. Two views are chiefly worthy of mnotice. 1. That
the words were addressed to the disciples, and mean, * That s enough :
‘ye have shown your readiness to defend Me: be content” 2. That

the words were spoken to the soldiers who were binding our Lord’s

Hands, a - Liberty to touch and heal the wounded
s, and are a request for liberty it Mo only T i i

man, meaning, ‘ Allow Me so much:

Inoment to do this.’ :
53. “This is your hour, and the power of d:'n'kness.” Byk“ygllg

“hour” is meant that hour in which God permits you to wort y

wicked work, Tn strict truth it was God's hour, for His time was com®
: o . ave the hour to
but He used the Jews as His 1nstrumentii] :ngo v?r(;rgof it Kingdom

them., «The power of darkness” means ) his
of darkness, or,pin other words, of Satan the P mcehOf }?gsvk%izsﬁty 'I;nld
Wa8 not only man’s hour, it was aleo the frump ( g
‘\_-__

82. “ Captains of the temple” See on4, .
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Him, and led iy,
54 ¢ »Then took they p, S
ml:;atDt: 2: bliuggt Him into the high priests houge, = Ang

: far off. .
B85 Pe5t§r ﬁllg)wwi%le‘?lathey had kindled a fire in g,

midst of the hall, and were set down together,

ter sat down among them. .
P%grBut o certain maid beheld him as he sat by

the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said,
This man was also with Him.

57 And he denied Him, sayng, Woman, T knoy
Hgél Ii‘(&)gd after a little while another saw him,
and said, Thou art also of them. And Peter said,
Man, T am not.

59 And about the space of one hour after anothey
confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow
also was with Him : for he is a Galilzean.

60 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thoy
sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the
cock crew,

61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter,

short-lived!) of Satan’s malice. Indeed “the power of darkness” was
displayed in the enmity and violence of the Jews.

54—62. St, Peter’s denial and repentance,
St, Matt. xxvi, 69—75, St. Mark xiv. 66—72. St.John xviii, 1327,

54. “ The high priest’s house.” St. Luke does not give the name
of the High Priest, but he probably refers to Caiaphas, the visit to
Annas, which took place first, having been very brief and unimportant
(See on St, John xviii. 13, 24.).

56. “ A certain maid”” It is not Pontius Pilate, nor the fierce
Roman soldiers, nor the jailer with his keys, nor the hangman with

his hammer and nails, by whom the Apostle falls, but a simple maid-
servant. Beware of lesser temptations. Sometimes they are more
dangerous than greater,

58. “Man, I am not.” It was, as we learn from St. Matthew,
another maid who called attention

: ' to St. Peter this second time, and
pointed him out to the by-standers, though doubtless a man, possibly
several, questioned him. We also learn from St. Matthew that this
answer was accompanied b

S ac d by an oath, St, Luke also omits the cursing
and swearing in the third denial,

59. “For he is a Galilean.”” Tt seems th . o ont of
Peter by his tongue drew to him 8 that this pointing

who immediatel zed L theh attention of Malchus' (lliinsmq,;‘lﬁ
y recognized him as . . i

owr Lord (St. John XV%?. o0 aving been in the garden

_ 5311) “The Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.”” This look of

o tul} tender reproach at the very time of the second cock-crowing

must have all but overwhelmed the guilty Apostle with the sudden
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ter remembered the word of the
And h];fl gaid unto hl}n, ° Before the
Lo halt deny Mo thrice
J g 9 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.

And the men that held Jesus mocked
H?Ii :gld smote Hem. oo

¢4 And when they had blindfolded Him, they
sruck Him on the face, and asked H
prophesy, who is 1t that smote Thee ?

65 And many other things blasphemously spake
they against Him,

Lord, how A.p. 30.

COCK  CYOW, o Matt. 26,24,
John 13, 38,

Im, saying,

TR P . 9.
66 9 And as soon as it was day, ?the elders of St o0

e .

revelation of his cow:?rdly treachery. For plainly he did not before
ihis recollect his Lord’s words as to his denial of Him. But how could
this be? Possibly because he expected the temptation to deny Jesus
to be something much more tremendous, and calling for a far more
heroic courage, than the mere questionings of a few idle servants,
Perhaps he expected to have to appear before the council, and there
answer like his Master, and having resolved to meet the greater trial
he overlooked the less. This is a very common error. We nerve our-
selves for a great struggle, but suffer ourselves to be conquered day by
day in little things. Let us not fail to note the mercy of Christ in
St. Peter’s pardon.  Doubtless this was made known to him on the
very day of the Reswrrection, on which we know that Jesus appeared
to him (8t. Luke xxiv. 84, 1 Cor. xv. 5.). It was however fully sealed

and confirmed to him in the great scene on the shores of the Sea
of Galilee (See St. John xxi. 15—17.).

63—65. The mocking of the servants,

St. Matt. xxvi. 67, 68, St. Mark xiv. 65.

83, “'The men that held Jesus mocked Him,” &e. This took
place after the first trial or examination, which occurred in the night
during the time occupied by the denials of St. Peter above related.
St. Luke omits this first trial altogether [unless, as some suppose, he
tames some of the events which occurred in it in his account of the
second, agsembly of the Council, or Sanhedrin, after day-light (66—71.),
giving, as it were, a very brief summary of the two examinations 1n one. ).
- 84, “ Prophesy.” This word is used in rathpr an unus_ual sense.here.
It does not signify foretelling, yor, of course, inspired preaching, but simply
revealing something hidden by a miraculous knowledge. Jesus could 1110:
see those who struck Him, and they insultingly ask Him, as a Prophe
Professing to know hidden things, to tell the names of the strikers,

66—71. Jesus before the Council._

St. Matt, xxvii. 1,2, St. Markxv. 1, TR
86. “ As soon as it was day.”  This appears to refe}’» Yi'q t3.<3- 86CONG:-
Bssembly of the Council or Sanhedrin (See on St. Matt. XXVL. 3.).

—

65, “ Blasphemously.” See on St. Mark vil, 22,
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d the chief priests and the seribes cam;
Ang

led Him into their council, sayi,
yist? tell us.  And }Hleg’ ‘
will not believe Saiq

A.D.30. the people an

together, and
apmutt.0 63, 67 1At Thou the Ch
64 6. o, unto them, If I tell you, ye

Mark 1
el 68 and if I also ask you, Y©

nor let Me go.

cen1s 69 *Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on {)
&81L ioht hand of the power of God. le
20 Then said they all, Art Thou then the Soy "

God? And He said unto them, Ye say that T am

~ 7. Art Thou the Christ?” It may cause surprise to find g,
things described by St. Luke as occurring at this later meeting of i
il, which St. Matthew and St. Mark describe as occurring gt gl]e
e

Counci
earlier. And this has led some to supposeé that St. Luke is giyi
cetings in one (See on 63.). It is how%%ea'
r

brief summary of the two m
more satisfactory to suppose this to be an account of the later meet;
n

only. If the hasty meeting of the Council in the night
informal examination, and not a legal trial, the J e%vs X(&)lts. {)Z?Ey Orlllly an
by law to hold a trial on a capital charge by night, then i% allowed
natural that, when the legal hour arrived, and the Council Wls mogt
assembled (probably in fuller numbers), much of the same matte asl dul
have been repeated. Take this very question, “ Art Thou the éhs l.O‘ﬂﬂ
Our Lord, having assented to it before, would be perfectly certai rist?
asked it again now, that He might repeat His former answer Iln to be
is asked Him fwice over on this same occasion (See 70.) Mor ndeed_}t
reply. «If I tell you”, &c. seems to point to His having’t;ld th over His
68. “And if I also ask you,” &e. If, that is, I uest'em L
as to prove My own innocence. This our Lord had dor?e Oft(l%(l)ln aﬁ?iutlso
g(l)lfsg(l)gr;(ierr]sc ezlvere put to silence (See St. Matt. xxi. 27, xxii, ’46.), blll?’,
69. “ Hereafter shall the 8 9
SSOt]erﬁ) t:varning, which He h':(il g’ftg;gin to&ghelgllfnli%rg fle pﬁtS(éhe
. Matt. xxvi. 64.), and which" ‘ sl
He knew the effect 2che words 1}(1:2}11(1 }}c?gn ﬂ;f;ﬁ end%‘g flis lexafimasion,
He simply repeats the warning declaring th Yogh have again.  Yet
“henceforth’ (See on St, Matt.)-—’-the shogld e tar - literally
whom now they were condemning t% death see the exaltation of Him
His Death did His glory begin (See on §i" b -IF rom the very time of
70. “Art Thou then the Son of G .d ?,]n 2. 1. g
would mean the same thing by the t od ?”*  Probably the Council
“Christ?” and, « wo questions, “ Art Thou the
" and, “Art Thou the Son of God ?” 3
able ’that this second question is asked j ' But it is very remark-
Lord’s saying concerning the Son of ¢0 Immediate answer to our
understood our Lord to mean by ¢ man. Thus it seems the Council
“God.”  Or they may only nhay Son of man” the same as “Son of
pression, and to make sulye otY eHs.uspec’ﬁeq that He so used the ex-
Art Thou the Son of God 1" 18 meaning asked Him distinctly,

‘“ Ye th 9 Tea ¢
52y that T am.” Like “Thou hast said” (St. Matt, xxvi. 25, 64)

ol et

will not answey I\Ie

70‘ " YG say that . 9
translated at-I am.” The word intezgreted thus: ‘Ye say (that is, the-

&« t-hat” ma -
) ) Y also signify ¢
tause’, qnd this sentence ig Iggggﬁn};g; “truth), becguse I am,
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g o BT said, What need we any further A.D.30
witness ? for we ourselves have heard of His own

mgut’h-

CHAPTER XXITII.

1s accused before Pilate, and sent to Herod. 8 Herod mocketh
1 %@;‘f ’ig Herod and_Pilate are made friends. 13 Barabbas s de?sz’ree(i
'he peovle, and 18 loosed by Pilate, and Jesus is given to be crucified,

%f( He telleth the women, that lament Him, the destruction of Jerusalem :

v His enemies. 39 Two evildoer ; : :
2 %’3”352{20. 50 His burial. oers are crucified with Him.

ND *the whole multitude of them arose, and led » Mark15.1
Him unto Pilate.

9 And they began to accuse Him, saying, We
found this Fellow ® perverting the nation, and ©for-» cts1r.7.
pidding to give tribute to Czesar, saying dthat He °Sreeatt
Himself is Christ a King, -y 8220

3 ¢And Pilate asked Him, saying, Art Thou thedJohn1s.14,
King of the Jews? And He answered him and®*™™%%
said, Thou sayest . |

4 Then said Pilate to the chief priests and #o the
people, {I find no fault in this Man. £1Pet. 2.22,

5 And they were the more flerce, saying, He
gtirreth up the people, teaching throughout all

Jewry, beginning from Galiles to this place.

this is a form of simple assent, It means ‘Ye say truly in suggesting
‘that T am the Son of God.

- 71, “What need we” &c. Whether the witnesses who had been
examined at the earlier meeting of the council were called upon to give
evidence again at this second meeting, or whether these words imply
that they had no need so to call them, does not appear. As Caiaphas
said before, so all the council agree now in saying, that Jesus hag
condemned Himself,

CHAPTER XXITI,
1-5, Jesus brought before Pilate.
St. Matt. xxvii, 1, 2, 11—14. St. John xviii. 28—38,

2. “ Forbidding to give tribute to Cesar.”” This was a barefaced
and wicked lie, for our Lord had taught exactly the opposite to this
(See St. Matt, xxii. 21.). The Jews knew however that such an
accusation would have more weight with the Roman governor than
any charge of blasphemy against a God in whom he did ’not believe. y

4. “Then said Pilate” &e. We find from St. John's fuller ac<]:{mp
that this was after the conversation held inside the Judgmenthh& ), 1?
which Jesus explained the nature of His kingdom (St. Jo E lené

8—38.)., It is plain that, had no more passed than St. Luke ers
Tecords, Pilate could not have said «1 find no fault in ;c}l;s Man.
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AD.s. 6 9 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he ag, i
whether the Man were a Galilean.

7 And as soon as he knew that.He belonged untq
en.5.1. &Herods jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, whe
himself also was at Jerusalem at that time,

8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceediy
neno.o. glad: for ®he was desirous to see Him of a long g,,>
evict 141 aom. because the had heard many things of Him}; oy, 1
Mark .14 })o hoped to have seen some miracle done by Him,

9 Then he questioned with Him in many worgs.

but He answered him nothing. ' )

10 And the chief priests and seribes stood ang

vehemently accused Him.
x1ai 58,3 11 ¥ And Herod with his men of war set Him o

—_—

6—12. Jesus sent to Herod.

7. “ Herod* This was Herod Antipas, tetrarch, or ruler, of Galile,
and Perea (See on iii. 1.). It was this Herod' who had beheadeg
St. John the Baptist. Being a Jew, he was now in Jerusalem to kee
the Passover. It was customary among the Ronr_lans for a prisoner tq
be tried by the governor of the province in which the crime chargeq
against him was committed. Still this was an act of courtesy on the
part of Pilate, who might, had he pleased, have retained the case in his
own hands, since our Lord’s teaching had not been confined to Galilee,
but had been in a great measure within Pilate’s province of Judsa,

8. “ He was exceeding glad”> When Herod first heard the fame
of our Lord’s miracles, his superstitious fears made him think that John
the Baptist was risen from the dead (See ix.9.). No doubt he now
laughed at this as a foolish fancy. But he had never before been face
to face with the wonderful Man, of whom he had heard so much; and
he had no doubt Jesus would be glad of the opportunity of displaying
His miraculous power before him,

9. “He answered him nothing.’® So it was when Pilate asked
Him, “Whence art Thou?” (See on St. John xix. 9.). Neither deserved
an answer. Yet Herod deserved it less than Pilate.” The heathen ruler
had some sense of justice, and some desire to act fairly, and so our Lord
spoke much with him on some points, The Jewish tetrarch’s spirit
was simply that of vain curiosity, so he neither deserved, nor received,
a single word. Besides Herod was the murderer of St. John the Bap-
tist, and at that very time living in the scandalous adultery for which
the Baptist had rebuked him. How then could Jesus have spoken to
him unless in righteous condemnation ?

10. *“Vehemently accused Him.” That is, eagerly and urgently
accused Him, bringing no doubt against Him the same charges as they
had before Pilate,

_ 1L “Herod with his men of war” &e. Herod plainly considered
Jesus a mere object of mockery, and made light of the charges brought
against Him (See 15.). His miserable wickedness is made clearer by
bis actually joining with the soldiers in the insults heaped on the
mnocent Head of his Prisoner, Already had our Lord suffered like
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ht, and mocked Him, and arrayed Him in a A.D.
qg;lé%)us robe, and sent Him again toy Pilate. e _
312 And the same day !'Pilate and Herod weret ctsa o1,
made friends together: for before they were at
cnmity between themselves,

13 9 ™ And Pilate, when he had called together = John1s.3s.
ihe chief priests and the rulers and the people, o

14 said unto them, »Ye have brought this Man »ver. 1, .
anto me, as one that perverteth the people: and
pehold, °I, having examined Him befo S

. : re you, haveovers
found no fault in this Man touching tho}ée things

whereof ye accuse Him : : :
15 no, nor yet Herod: for T sent you to him; and,
Jo, nothing worthy of death is done unto Him,

fnsults from the servants of the High Priest (xxii. 63—65.), and again
after this a third time He is exposed to the same shameful treatment
by Pilate’s soldiers (St. Matt. xxvii. 27—30.): but neither Caiaphas
por Pilate take any part in the cruelty. Truly “as a sheep before
“her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth” (Isai. liii. 7.).

“ gorgeous.” That is, ‘splendid’ This robe was pdssibly the

«“gearlet” or purple ” one, in which Jesus was afterwards arrayed by
the Roman soldiers (See on St. Matt. xxvii. 28.).

12. “Pilate and Herod were made friends.” We do not know
what had been the cause of their quarrel, but it has been thought it
may have been connected with Pilate’s outrage upon certain Galileans,

whom he appears to have fallen upon and slain when they were offering
sacrifice (See xiil 1.).

| 13—25, Jesus again before Pilate. Pilate’s attempts
to release Him,

St. Matt. xxvii, 15—26, St. Mark xv. 6—15. St. John xviii. 39, 40.

14, “ Having examined Him before you.”> Part of the examination
was in private in the judgment-hall, into which the Jews would not
enter lest they should make themselves unclean (See St. John xviil,
28, 33. xix. 9.); but part was in the presence of the Chief Priests

-

%lid other Jews, in front of the judgment-hall (See St. Matt, xxvii.
—14). -

115, “No, nor- yet —Hefod.” Jew and Gentile alike declare Jesus

to 1233 )innocent. Yet alike they persecute and reject Him (See Acts
iv. 27.). ,

“Unto Him.” This should be translated ¢by Him’, as the Greek
Word will bear either sense equally. '

. . i
e ——

15‘ M Unw Hi’m.” The preposition is not ‘ cisely gimilar Caste to that in St Matt. v.
®Xpressed in the Greek, this being & pre- | 21, where see Note. Pya
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ap.so. 16 ?I wil therefore chastise Him, ang releag,

.1, . :
i 1 (For of necessity he must release ong Untq

t the feast.) '
tlli’gl gnd 4they oried out all at once, saying AWay
with this Man, and release unto us Barabbas

for a certain geditioq made in the

anld9 fgv};:(l)urger, was cast mto prison.)
90 Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spaj,

ain to them. . ) .
agﬁ But they cried, sayng, Crucify Him, crucify
H;S' And he said unto them the third time, Why
what evil hath He done? I have found no cause of
death in Him: I will therefore chastise Him, ang

let Him go. . . .

93 And they were instant with loud voices, ye.
quiring that He might be crucified. And the voieeg
of them and of the chief priests prevailed,

rsom10.16. 24 And *Pilate 2gave sentence that it should be
20r, assented, :
s as they required. .
o i gnd he released unto them him that for sedi.
tion and murder was cast into prison, whom they
had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their

will, »

q Acts 8. 14,

City,

16. * I will therefore chastise Him.” Here Pilate begins to sacrifice
justice, and to yield to the clamour of the Jews. They are quick to
sce his weakness, and to perceive that they have already won the
victory. They have only to persist, and he will yield all they ask.
What right had Pilate even to scourge an innocent man? If he could
be driven into this iniquity, he could be driven into a greater.

23. “Instant,” That is, ¢ urgent’—¢insisting,’

“Prevailed.” A weak, irresolute, hesitating, even if well-meaning,
character is sure to be overborne by the force of a determined will and
unflinching ‘resolve. Christ’s enemies were resolute in their attack;
Pilate was irresolute in his defence. And so the evil prevailed, Thanks
be to God who bringeth good out of evil, and useth the malice of men
to work His glory and the world’s salvation !

25, “He released unto them” &c. Ohserve how St. Peter contrasts
:{ esus-and Barabbas: “Ye desired a murderer to he granted unto you
‘ and killed the Prince of life” (Acts iii, 14, 15); that is, ¢ Ye chose
hlr’n'}vho was the author of death, and killed Him who is the Authe!
?‘f life! “Oh mad folly”, says St. Augustine, ““to kill One who raised

th‘EI dead, and to release a murderer who slew the living!”

R[ ere fol}ow the scourging of our Lord, and His mockery by the
oman soidiers, as related in the other Gospels, ] TEE
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96 q And as they led Him away, they laid hold A.D.s0.

ne Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the
Eoﬁfftrg, and on him they laid the cgross, that he
might bear it after Jesus.

97 And there followed Hlpl a great company of
Pgop1e, and of women, which also bewailed and
]amented Him. .

98 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters
of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for your-
selves, and for your children.

99 *For, behold, the days are coming, in the,!]\l{attl. 210,
which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and ° L
the wombs that never bare, and the paps which
never gave suck.

30 tThen shall they begin to say to the moun-tImi 219

: Rev. 6. 16.
tains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. &9. 6.
Hosea 10. 8.

26—49, The Crucifixion.
St, Matt, xxvii, 32—56. St. Mark xv. 20~—41, 8t. John xix, 17—37.

26. “On him they laid the cross.”” So many a one, going about
his ordinary work or occupation, suddenly finds a cross laid upon him,
Blessed he who knows what it is he carries, whose steps he follows,
and who has sent the burden!

28. * Daughters of Jerusalem.” These women, who “bewailed
“and lamented”, were not the company of faithful women who followed
our Lord from Galilee, but inhabitants of Jerusalem drawn together by
the sight. It has been noticed that we have no single instance in the
Gospels of a woman showing enmity to our Lord.

“Weep not for Me,” &c. Jesus would turn their grief into a
better channel. These women were not doing wrong in weeping for
Christ. There is no rebuke in His words. Nay, His sufferings and
His patience were well fitted to move their sympathy and their tears.
But they had a yet more fitting cause for sorrow, had they known it,
even the sufferings which were to come upon themselves and their
children, For these sufferings Jesus bids them weep, that they may
be roused to see the cause of them—even their own unbelief, and may
even yet flee from the wrath to come. . ;

29. “The days are coming’® Our Lord is speaking of the awful
Punishment about to be inflicted on the Jews in the destruction of
Jerusalem (See on the whole of St. Matt. xxiv. especially 19.). :

80. “To -the mountains, Fall on us;” &c.  This prophetical

escription of extreme terror and anguish is applied by our Lord here
firstly to the horrors of the destruction of J erusalem, yet doubtless
¢ven here it is meant to carry on the thoughts to the infinitely more
awful day of His own Personal coming to judgment, to which the

words : tod 3 ion (vi. 16, See also
o o Ry U fho ok of il (116 el
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AD.s0o. 381 uFor if they do these things in green ¢
‘ree,

u Pro, 11, 31. what shall be done in th(?[ dr%f? 1
gor.25. 2. 89 x Apnd there were also two other
zek. 20. 47. g
?‘1?;;,34_41'7_ led with Him to be put to death. ’ lefaetors’
r1si 53,12 33 And when they were come tg the place e
asor,The  ig called 2 Calvary, there they crucified Him, ém dhiﬁh
8

place of malefactors, one on the I'ight hand, and the oth,
€r

« skull.
on the left.
samnit. 544, 34 Then said Jesus, Father, 7forgive them .

AdsT.%. 5 they know not what they do. And they parteq éql‘
13

1 Cor. 4. 12.
»Acts3. 17 paiment, and cast lots.

a Ps. 2217 35 And ®the people stood beholding.
Zeeh. 1210 lers also with them derided Hém,gs,ayﬁ%d t}}Ile
y He

‘\

31. “If they do these things in a green tree,” &c. Theg
are plainly of the nature of a proverb. Probably the sayin ® Wordy
common use. By the “green tree” our Lord means Himse]f 88 in
to suffer; by the “dry” the Jews, barren and fruitless ané %o i
for the axe and the fire. ‘If the green and fruit-bearing tree t onl
‘treated, what will become of the dry and dead free?’ If iyl il
‘b_egin with the holy and innocent, where shall the ungodl Jl;( %{nent
¢ sinner appear?’ But, it will be said, Was not Christ's suﬁ'erig }1)1 the
all other? Not in one sense at any rate. For Christ fo;g theyo-n :
“that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the she 4
(Hebr. xii. 2.). The doomed sinner has no kope to lighten his saﬁe
ings. Christ’s Cross was heavy to bear; but “ God’s wrath is h =y
“ to bear than Christ’s Cross.” . s

32, “ Two other, malefactors.” It is necessar
the slop after “other” in this verse. Perhaps 0113; Crﬁziiulgoézr%bsfm
‘others’ would be clearer. ¢ Malefactors” means ¢evil-doers.’ o
. 34, ““ Father, forgive them;” &c. “Such is the revenge which
x Jesus came to teach unto men.” Thus did He make *intercession

for the transgressors” (Isaiah liii, 12)). This saying was probably
spoken at the very beginning of the Crucifixion, perhaps while He
was being nailed to the Cross. Of whom is it spoken? Fimstly, no
doubt, of those who were actually nailing Him to the Cross; Dt
ge}*talnly not of them only. It would at the least include all such as
joined zgnorantlg( in 'H1s rejection and condemnation. But surely it
may ]:,Lave a still wider and deeper meaning: for are not we al
Christ’s crucifiers through our sius? And, as we sorely need it, so may
we not all .ask for, and hope for, a share in this merciful intercession
_Ignoranpe is allowed by God as an excuse when not our own fault, S0
1t was in the case of St. Paul (1 Tim. i, 13,), But when ignorance
18 our own fault we are expressly told that it is “ without gxcuse”

(Rom. i, 18—20,),

i

34, * Father, éwaive them;” e, Tor the seven Words on the Cross 8¢ O

St. Matt, xxvii. 46,
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gaved others; let Him save Himself, if He be Christ. A.D. .
the chosen of G‘rod.' ’

36 And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming to
Him, and offering Him vinegar,

37 and saying, If Thou be the king of the Jews
save Thyself. . ’

38 And a superscription also was written over
Him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew,
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS,

39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged
railed on Him, saying, If Thou be Christ, save
Thyself and us,

40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying,

Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the
same condemnation ? .

41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due

e ——

85. “ The chosen of God.” This expression is used by the Jews

to mean the Messiah, for it is so used by the het Isaiah (xlii, 1.
quoted in St. Matt. xii. 18.). y the prophet Isaiah (xli,

86. ““ Offering Him vinegar.” This appears to be a different event
from those recorded in the other Gospels (See on St. Matt, xxvii.
84 and 48.). Those were in compassion ; this was in mockery. Those
took place at the very beginning and the very end of the Crucifixion ;
this probably about the middle. It has been suggested that it may
have been at the time of the soldiers’ mid-day meal, and that they
in mockery invited Jesus to drink with them of their sour wine, which
was the common drink of the country, ‘

88. “ Written over Him.” It appears to have been customary to
affix to the top of the cross on which any noted criminal was crucified
a written statement of his crime.

39. “If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and us.”® It is needless
to observe that these words were spoken in wunbelieving mockery.
St. Matthew and St. Mark simply mention the fact of the thieves
joining in the general mockery of our Lord, and St Luke alone
relates the penitence of the one of them. There is no positive need
to believe that he at first joined with his companion in mocking, for
though the first two Evangelists speak in the plural, they are spealjzlng
quite generally ; and when it is said that they that were crucified
“with Him reviled Him” (St. Mark), it would be quite n accordance
with a common mode of speaking, though it were agtually done by
gﬂly one of them. Still the afterwards %emteﬂ: thief may at first

ave joined in the reviling, improbable as 1t woula seem.

: 4O.J “In the same coidelfna.tion.” That is, suffering flhe sa%le
punishment, dying the same dreadful death, as myselfil 3111)1 5’% 9
V\;hom thou revilest. There is nothing more awful than the blasphemy .
of a dying man. . gt

41, ¢ \%e indeed justly.”? This poor thief has certainly the two

38_' * Hebrew.” See Note on St, John i, 42.
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A.p.30. reward of our deeds: but this Man hath done
thing amiss. no-
49" And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remembey
when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. IS
A3 And Jesus said unto him, Verily T say up
thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise o

igreat requisites dof ]repenta{xco and faith. }ie %mfesses the justice of
is sentence, and this im jes repentance; he flies to hi .
mercy, and this is faith. 3 P HE RO iy
42, “ Lord, remember me? &c. “0 wonderful faith of ‘
“ thiof! Ie sees Jesus condemned, and he addresses H?mtl;: 5 eﬁl-tent
“he sees Him on the Cross, and he prays to Him as if He were s o
«in heaven.” Some saw Jesus raise the dead, and yct ’believedrbeated
:: s;tme e tdyni%; arid belli?ved. He saw to outward eye One d??;‘
malefactor like wimself: he by fai i g
come in His kingdom to reign foreeve);‘. faitty Delievell; $hat- Ho would
43. “To day.” The penitent thief received
He asked to be re_membered when Christ calrflee ixllm (I);Gi,s t};l?r? ({1 © asked.
Teti?l;;(i ﬁhfm promise of a blessedness that very day gdom.  He
i e in Paradise.” “P ise” li ;
was used for the garden of Eden. ar%—%el:;ece htt erally means & garden, and
of rest and e : it came to Slgnlfy the abod
est and peace in which the souls of the faithful dead Ll
glorious resurrection (See on Rev. ii. 7.). The J By (feiz
this place as “Abraham’s bosom” (See on Xvi. 22, 23 %WSV\(Z)ften ks f
gllst;ngtta%)ledfge 1that the souls of the dead are not (’as some h(;vltlaa:s hel‘edz);
e of sleep or unconsciousness bet UPPOSo
But how is it said in our C s between death and resurrecti
63 ” reed; ist ¢ o
“into hell”? To understand ih‘iss ﬂ;raét’rgfltir fleath, Christ * descended
different Greek words are both translated % TeHIeIibey St iR Rt
These are 1, ‘Hades’, which means eth d t1he Hoglsh word “bell
and 2. ‘Gehenna’, which means the 1e place of departed spirits,
former word which is used in the Cre dP ace of torment. It is the
1 8, Peter iii. 19, and Rev. 1. 18)) 65 (Hoe om kst L (21 rc, 3
scended into hell”, we mean tha:t’lzalu'1 Fig petiont e iy OLtigt' 42
of the dead. Thus (strange 1t His spirit went among the spirits
and “Hell” in our Creeds gmezg it sounds at first) “Paradise” here
. s !
more sriclly, whilo  Hell” e o ocnma Dlaces, or periaps
o (;;he of the departed, “Paradise” si n'ﬁe a5 WL o Foinet
ifer et }?bode of the spirits of the blegt ' % tha port of Hades which
e that, according to the teaching of %‘?‘Y be right to point out
he Bible and of the Church,

the soul does not : :

s not pass into its final ¢
misery, on leaving the b inal state, either of happiness or of
was not with Omg Lord 23}’};6 It is quite plain that the ggnitent thief

return to h LOTd 1 heaven on that day, si :
descriptiOnsefg%gntlll His Ascension (See Say.’] :1111:101 0u11*7L0r(1 Aﬁld Itl]Ot
when soul and ‘bo&lys a(i tge ,thdgment-day show Cl}e{?.ll‘ly.)i}h&t (f}(z)efn-lﬁ
into the perfect j > united again for ever— -
periect joy of their Lord, and the losic3 vdegpa:gl ?nt?)a‘efﬁllzvslsuﬁregl o

it

42. (13 Into ”» Th.
. ls i
rectly translate would be more cor- | of St, Matt. xvi, 28,, which expressions

le : d ‘in’o th 1
89 Teferring to guch exn?esgi(z)ﬁ 8%0}}]1?;2 this thief had probably heard.
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\d it was about the sixth hour, and there A.D.s0.
44 aAéarlmeSS over all the Zearth until the ninth .
was

: 10 sun was darkened, and the veil of
45 A n(iie txlgvas rent in the midst.
the tﬁ% when Jesus had cried with a loud voice,

46 aid b Father, into Thy hands I commend b 1Pet.2.23.
ﬁ; Sspii:it: and having said thus, He gave up the

ho ot Psalm 31. 5.
5 };7 Now when the centurion saw what was done,

He glonﬁed Cod, saying, Certainly this was a
righteous Man.

48 And all the people that came together to that

Or, land.

It has been well and often observed that we have the case of this
enitent finding mercy in the hour of death, that none should despair ;
ut we have only this one case, that none should presume.

44.  All the earth.” Probably this does not mean the whole world,
put simply all that land (See Margin.).

45. “The sun was darkened.” This is simply an addition to,
or explanation of, the last verse, and mnot amother darkness; and it

would have been a better division to have made these words a part
of the 44th verse,

The rending of the veil of the Temple seems to have been at the
very moment of our Lord’s death., Here it is named before, in St. Mat-
thew’s Gospel after, that awful moment,

46. “When Jesus had cried” &e. The cry here spoken of is
probably that related by the first two Evangelists, “ My God, My God,
“why hast Thou forsaken Me?”, just as the next words, “Father,
“into Thy hands” &ec. is probably the loud cry referred to by St. Mat-
thew (xxvil. 50.). Tt is however very possible that the cry here spoken
of is the “Tt is finished”, or a mere cry of anguish without words.

“Father, into Thy hands” &ec. This, like the cry, “My God,
“My God,” &c. is a quotation from the Psalms, the great book of
Hebrew worship, rendered doubly precious to Christians by the fact
that our dying Saviour thus drew from it His most solemn utterances.
In the words before us Jesus plainly speaks of His human Spirit.
That, when His work on earth was finished, He yielded up into the
Hands of the everlasting Father. But not so that It should at once
ascend to the abode of glory, Tt first ¢ descended into hell”, the abode
of departed spirits (See on “Paradise” in 43.), and then was reunited
to the Body at the Resurrection, and remained forty days on earth.
}3ut this we learn from the last words of Jesus on the Cross, that “the
Souls of the righteous are in the Hand of God, and there shall no

torment touch them” (Wisd, iii, 1.).

« 1. “ A righteous Man” St Matthew and St Mark have “the
Son of God” in place of these words. The words “a righteous
Man” may be simply what the centurion intended by “Son of God,
the fq]] meaning of which expression he could not have understood‘;
?1;1; there is no reason why he may not have both asserted our Lord’s

0ce

nce, and declared Him to be the Son of God. ’
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A.D.30. sight, beholding the things which were done, St
their breasts, and returned. 8
opeas1l. 49 ©And all His acquaintance, and the Wornen

that followed Him from Galilee, stood afay off

beholding these things.

50 9 And, behold, there was a man named JOSeph
a counsellor ; and he was a good man, and a just:’

51 (the same had not consented to the counse] gpg
deed of them ;) e was of Arimathwa, a city of the

ach.2.25,3 Jews : 4who also himself waited for the kingdom of
God.

52 This man went unto Pilate, and begged t},
body of Jesus.

53 And he took it down, and wrapped it in liney
and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stope
wherein never man before was laid. ’

exatt.27.62. 54 And that day was °the preparation, and the
sabbath drew on.
tch.8.2. 55 And the women also, fwhich came with Hip

48. *Smote their breasts, and returned.” Conscience-stricken per.
haps, now the deed was past recall, by the sin and horror of their ‘act,
and terrified by the miracles which showed its awfulness,

St. Matt, xxvii. 57—61. St. Mark xv. 42—47. St. John xix. 38—42,

51, “The same had not consented’ &c. He had either kept away
from the meeting of the Council, at which Christ was accused and con-
demned, or else had refused his consent to their acts.

53, “Laid it in a sepulchre” &c. “Happy he who receives the
“Body of Jesus Christ into a new and clean heart, and who takes
“care to secure the door thereof against the spirit of the world”
(Quesnel.). The sepulchre (as we learn from St. Matthew) was Joseph’s
“own new tomb.” = “It was in His death, as it had been in His life,
“that the Son of man had not where to lay His Head” (Is. Williams.).
He was homeless in life, and in death His very grave is another’s.

54, “The preparation” That is the ¢ Friday’ (See on St. Mark
xv. 42. St. John xix, 14. and Note on St. Matt, xxvi, 17.).

“The sabbath drew on” The Jewish sabbath began at sunset
on Friday. | ~

55. “The women” Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
James and Joses, as we learn from the other Gospels. The third
Mary—the blessed Mother—has passed from our view, and only appears
again in one brief glimpse after the Ascension (Acts i, 14.). Theso
other two, with grief too great for fear, remain with the beloved Form
to the last, following to the sepulchre, looking in to see “hoW His
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100, followed after, and beheld the sepul- A.D.30.
fro gfglfo;v His body was laid. P —_—
chrg’ And they returned, and & prepared spices ® Mork 16.1
5(1 ointments ; and rested the sabbath day ® ac-»Ex.2.10.
%lrding to the commandment,

CHAPTER XXIV.

o yesurrection 18 declared by two angels to the women that come

X thtiZg 3s;pulchre. 9 These report ¢t to others. 13 Christ Himself ap~

wamh to the two disciples that went lo Emmaus: 36 afterwards He

pess areth to the apostles, and reproveth their unbelief: 47 giveth them

Zpgharge: 49 promiseth the Holy Ghost: 51 and so ascendeth into
heaven.

OW upon the first day of the week, very earl
N in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre,
apringing the spices which they had prepared, and a ch. 23. 56.
certain others with them,

2 And they found the stone rolled away from the
sepulchre.

«Body was laid”, and then (as St. Matthew tells us) “sitting over
«against the sepulchre” in their sorrow, sitting being in the East the

posture of mourning., Surely such love and faithfulness won from
their Lord His first appearances after He was risen.

56. “ Prepared spices and ointments.”” It seems doubtful whether
they did this in the short time between the Burial and sunset, which
was the commencement of the Sabbath, or after sunset on the Sabbath,
that is, as we should say, on the Saturd>y evening. St. Luke seems to
state the former, but the order of the words need not be pressed so
strictly, and he may possibly mean that the women returned and pre-
pared the spices and ointments, though not without observing the
commandment by resting during the Sabbath. This agrees best with
St. Mark’s account (See on St. Mark xvi. 1.). We may notice that
while the two holy men, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathwa, hastily
wrapped the sacred Body in the myrrh and aloes they had bought
(See on St. John xix. 39, 40.), it was more peculiarly woman’s work to
see that the anointing or embalmment was properly completed. Yet
that sacred Body needed no such aids, for it could not see corruption.

“Rested the sabbath day’’ &e. The commandment is based upon
the mysterious fact of God’s resting on the seventh day. We know
not what was this rest of God ; but now we see a rest of God in a
new sense, for' He who was in the beginning with- God, and who

“was God”, is now resting His Sabbath rest, His work and His suf-
ferings ended.

CHAPTER XXIV. ,
1--12. The Resurrection.
St. Matt, xxviii. 1—8. St. Mark xvi. 1—8. St. John xx. 110,

1. “Very early in the morning” Literally ‘at deep dawn’, which
Wwould mean before actual daylight.
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3 b And they entered in, and found not the body
Lord Jesus.

0f4:ﬂfndoit came to pass, a8 they were much per-

oacts1.10. plexed thereabout, © behold, two men stood by they,

in shining garments: .

m5S}K$1nga sgthey were afraid, and bowed down ¢,

faces to the earth, they said u@nto them, Why gee).
sor, nim_ ye 2the living among the dead?

P |
datliveth. * 6 Fg i3 nob here, but is risen: remember hoy
d Matt. 16. Z1.

o3, to vou when He was yet in @
& e, He spake unto y @

9. 81. ilee .
&% 1 ol aying, The Son of man must be delivered int,

the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the
third day rise again. .

eJohn2.22. & Andy‘" hey remembered His words,

tMark16.10. 9 fand returned from the sepulchre, and told af]
these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest,

sch.83 10 It was Mary Magdalene, and ®Joanna, and

A.D. 30,
—_—-——-——-‘
b ver. 23.

——

4, “Two men?® Angels, that is, in human form. St. Mark describes
the one who spoke to the women as “a young man.” St. Luke alone
names the fact that there were two Angels, just as St. Matthew alone
tells us that there were two demoniacs at Gadara (See on St. Matt. viii,
28.). We learn in the two earlier Gospels several facts with regard
to one of the Angels, and it is probable that the other stood apart and
did not speak. Some have thought that St. Matthew speaks of one
-and St. Mark of the other of the two Angels here mentioned together,
but this seems very improbable, since in each of the two Gospels the
Angel is reported to speak the same thing,.

5. “Why seek ye” &c. “The living” is here in the singular
number, and means ‘ the living One” The grave was not the place to
seek Him who is “the Resurrection and the Life,” and who says of
Himself, “T am He that liveth, and was dead ; and, behold, I am alive
“for evermore, Amen ; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev.
i .18.). Equally vain is it to seek Christ among those who are “dead
“in trespasses and sins” (Eph. ii. 1.), or in a heart which is like a
sepulchre “full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness” (St. Matt.
xxii, 27.).

8. “Yet in Galilee.” Whence the women had come with our Lord
to Jerusalem (xxiii. 95.). The Angels remind the women of our Lord’s

words, as well as of the place of their being spok though themselves
erfectly familiar with these thines, § Spo:ren, as thoug enly
gemgs had continually ings. Can we doubt that these heaveni

watched the actions and heard the words of

J.eSIuS, thO}lgh themselves unseen? The Angelg’ message to_the dis-

ft’iP teihtellmg them that Christ would go before them into Galilee, and
at they should see Him there, is not given by St. Luke.

10. “Joanna.” Wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward (See on viil. 2.).

L ——

L

10, “ Mary the mother of James,” See on St. Mark xv, 40 and 47,
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{ary the mother of James, and other women that A.D.so.

oré with them, which told these things unto the

’Ploiﬂx?z:nd their words seemed to them as idle tales, & ver. 25.
nd they believed them not. Mark 16. 11,

12 Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre;
nd stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid

themselves, and departed, wondering in himself
.t that which was come to pass.

13 9 And, behold, two of them went that same

day to & village called Emmaus, which was from
Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.

14 And they talked together of all these thingg
which had happened.

15 And it came to pass, that, while they com-
muned fogether and reasoned, ! Jesus Himself drew!

near, and went with them.,

ver. 36.
Matt. 18. 20.

« Other women.”” Literally ‘the other women! We know from
St. Mark that Salome, the wife of Zebedee, was one of these (See
St. Matt, xxvii. 56.)."

11, “ They believed them not.” For this our Lord afterwards re-
buked them (St. Mark xvi. 14.).

12. “Then arose Peter’® This is plainly the same visit to the
sepulchre as that related more fully by St. John (xx. 8—10.), in which

he ran together with St. John, though this fact ig not mentioned here,
But, even if we had not St. John’s account, we might suppose from
the expression ¢ certain of them which were with us” (in 24.), where
the same event is related by the disciples going to Emmaus, that more
than one ran to the sepulchre.

“ Stooping down,” &c. St. Peter did more than this; he actually
went into the sepulchre, for from the more minute account of 8t. John
we find that St. John who arrived first, “stooping down, and looking in,
“saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.” The more eager
and forward St. Peter, as soon as he came up, at once went into the

sepulchre, and saw the position of the linen clothes more accurately
(St. John xx, 3—T.).

13—385, The appearance to the two disciples as they
went to Emmaus,

St. Mark xvi. 12,

13, “Emmaus” The exact position of this village is not known,
% was teven and & half miles from Jerusalem, and probably to the

orth-west, The name means ¢ Hot-springs.

15, “ Josus Himself drew near”’ He joined them as though He
were a fellow-traveller journeying the same way.

15. * Communed” The Greek word here is the same a8 that translated “talked”
In the verse before,




gr. LUKE, XXIV.

AD.20. 16 But Xtheir eyes were holden that they shoulg

] w Him.

s nc%7le)nd He said unto them, Whaicl Manner
communications are these that yo have one 4

?

walk, and are sad ?
95 ar%.loghliidaihzeone of them, ! whose name was Cleopas,
1John 19. 25, nswering said unto Him, Art Thou only a Stl‘anger
?n Jerusalem, and hast .no‘%hknogn th?e things which

to pass there in these days? -

arfgc?;ﬁi Hg said unto them, What things ? Ang
they said unto Him, Concerning Jesus of N azareth

B

holden.” It wastI?lri§t’s willf not tlg reveg)

: m. Thus ITe restrained their eyes from knowip
Eﬁﬁse_‘tl; Z;g;?ritggtgf them “in another form” (See on St. Mark xvi, 12, :
In what particular His ‘appearance was d}ﬁ'erent we are not tql ’
but the change was sufficient to prevent their recognizing Him durmg
a long walk and conversation, even when _Hls words (’i.eeply moved
them. One change which may be noted_in our Lord’s risen Body
seems to be that men could no l_onger see Him when fhey pleased, hut
only when He pleased to show Himself to them. . »

17. “ What manner of communications™ &c. We may 1magine
Jesus to have walked a few moments by their side, as they talked, and
then to have asked with gentle kindly sympathy the subject of the
conversation which made them so sorrowful.

18. ¢ Cleopas.” This name is spelt differently from that in St. John
(See Nofe on St. John xix. 25.), and it is a question whether the same
person is meant. It is so common to find slightly different forms of
the same name that the difference of spelling is no decisive reason
against their being the same. There is nothing to give us any hint as
to who the other of the two disciples was.

“Art Thou only a stranger’ &c. The disciples are so full of their
sorrow that they cannot understand how any one should fail to guess
its cause, unless indeed he were ignorant of what had taken place, and
this is no less difficult to imagine.

19. “What things?” Thus would our Lord draw out the whole
sorrow from their hearts that He might heal it. When we are in
trouble, let us tell Him all. True, He knows it better than we do:
yet He would have us tell it. Tt is with sorrow, as with sin. We
confess, not for His sake, but for our own ; not that He may know our
sins better, but that we may feel them more. . So if we did not tell out
our troubles, we should not realize the blessednesg of Christ’s sympathy,
and the relief of the removal of the burden.

_“They said.” The conversation with Christ was not kept up by
Cleopas alone, Probably both joined in it, o

16. “ Their eyes were

i

18, ¢ Art Thou O’)’zly a stranger” o gt i
ger” &e. This | *things?’ I , *Art Thon
would be more correctly translated, ¢ Art ‘along ignor:ng tgfrwm de{svery one else

ou the only person sojourni ‘“ )
. DErs ing at
Jerusalem who s e ﬁl L in Jerusalem knows?
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hich was & Prophet ® mighty in deed and word A.D.so.
:evaore God and all the peOple: mMatt.21.11.

90 ° and how the ch1§f priests and our rulers $i% 3%
delivered Him to be condemned to death, and have &% 1.
cruCiﬁed Him Acts9.'99,

o1 But we trusted Pthat it had been He which oen 5t

och. 28. 1.

ghould have redeemed Israel : and beside all this, o %

to day 18 the third day since these things were done. *¢h L. 6s.
22 Yea, and 9certaln women also of our com- Actsl.s.
. e q ; '
any made us astonished, which were early at the i 2.5
sepulehre ; John 20,18,

- 93 and when they found not His body, they came,
saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels,
which said that He was alive,

94 And *certain of them which were with us went rver.12.
to the sepulchre, and found # even so as the women
had said: but Him they saw not.

95 Then He said unto them, O fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken :

“ A Prophet.”” They do not say ‘the Messiah’, perhaps because
they think His Death has proved that their hope that He was the
Messiah was vain. That He was “a Prophet mighty in deed and word”
was plain, whatever His end might be.

“Before God.”” By a Prophet mighty before God they probably
meant such a Prophet as could only do His mighty deeds in God’s
power. Compare St. Peter’s words on the Day of Pentecost, “ A Man
“approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs,
“which God did by Him” (Acts ii. 22.).

21, “ Redeemed Israel’” No doubt these two shared in the com-
mon error of Christ’s disciples, and looked for a temporal deliverance
of their nation from the power of the Romans, and a restoration to
temporal power and glory, such as the kingdom enjoyed under Solomon.
Even up to the Ascension this hope had not left them, for we read
that immediately before that event the Apostles “asked of Him, saying,
‘(‘A Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?”

cts i, 6.). | »

“To d)ay is the third day.” Whether these disciples hgd any
recollection of Christ’s prophecy of His Resurrection on the third day
does not appear. Possibly, by their going on to relate the reports
that had reached them by the women, we may suppose they had some
dim remembrance of it, but, like St. Peter and St. John themselves
(8t. John xx. 9.), had not understood the meaning of the words, and
now scarcely dared to hope that they might find the true meaning in
what the women had said. Pet

34' “ Cortain of them which were with us”” Nawely St. Peter
end St. John (See on 12.), : :

25, “0 foo(ls, and slo~)w of heart,” How startling must this addrﬁs_s

N—

22, “ Certain women.” See on 10.
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o wenb: and 7 He made as though He would A.D.s0.

. i . . ¥ See Geen.
ut #they constrained Him, saying, Abide with 32",

2_9 Er it is toward evening, and the day is far 3&?%43.
use'nt, And He went 1 to tarry with them. Acts 16. 15,
sp30 And it came to pass, as He sat at meat with

them, *He took bread, and blessed ¢, and brake,sMat.14.1,
and éave to them. :

« Testament is” (as Aliord well says) “nothing less than a denial
«of Christ’s own teaching.

28, “He made as though He would have gone further” He
moved on, as if proceeding on His way, in order to draw out their

request that He would stay. Doubtless, had the request not been made,
He would have passed on; and so the act of seemi

. ng to be going on
was simply & sort of question ; ¢ Shall we part here?’ From how many
has the Sayiour passed on, because, when He has spoken to them and
movegl their hearts, they have not constrained Him to abide with
them!

29. “They constrained Him.” They pressed Him strongly. This
does not imply any resistance or unwillingness on His part, but only

their eager pressing of their request that He would remain, Christ
is a willing Guest of those who love His company.

¢ Toward evening,”’ &ec.

. It was not so late but that the two dis- .
ciples had time to walk back to Jerusalem, which would take them
about two hours, in time for the events related afterwards.

30. “ He took bread,” &c. It has been a frequent subject of dis-
pute whether our Lord was celebrating the blessed Sacrament on this
occasion, or not. Although it would be wrong to speak positively
where there is room for doubt, yet it is difficult to resist the common
impression that He was repeating with the two disciples the Sacramental
“breaking of bread”, which He had solemnly instituted at His Paschal
supper. The very words—took” and “blessed” and “brake” and
“gave”—are strikingly like a description of the same act; while
the words in which the two disciples related the act, when they told
how Jesus was “known of them in the breaking of bread” (85.), are
the very words by which the Sacrament of the holy Communion was
called in the Apostolic times (See Acts ii. 42.). Another strong reason
I favour of this view is the fact that Christ made Himself known
to the disciples in this “breaking of bread.” It would seem that the
act by which they were permitted to recognize Him must have had

In it something specially solemn and important. Possibly they had

heard from the Apostles the account of the institution of the Lord’s
Eupper, and we can well imagine

that, if they saw the mysterious
Stranger heginning to do what they had heard Christ had done then,
the truth would flash into their minds; especially if they recalled His
Srange sayings, spoken at Capernaum about a year before, concermn%
Himself ag the “Bread of Life” (See St. John vi.). Still we must
N0t fail to notice that they knew Him, not so0 much from any 32
Wh'lch in itself revealed Him, as because “their eyes Wel‘e.openeh :
eIg “holden” no longer, They knew Him because He willed ther
{0 be known, |

Qq
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d their eyes were opened, .and the ,
2;&.1).33 Hi:al: .A;n 4 He 2vgn1'shed out of tﬁim Sl]%ht' Y kney
o seen ’ - «aid one to another, Did
tod 32 And they sal S ile He talked Witlilifs 011)11.

them. )
g cheits. within us
geechap.  heart burn 1o Heo opened to us the SCriptureg)
= p the same hour, "apq T

John 8. 50. the way, andl W g
t rose
23 nmc el d found the eleven Bathere(

to Jerusalem, an )
e, (o d them that were with them,

ther, an vere _

s tO§Z saying, The Lord 1s risen indeed, and » hath,
appeared to Simon. .

35 And they told what things were done in the

way, and how He was known of them in breaking
of bread.
e1co15.5. 36 9 ¢And as they thus spake, Jesus Himge

T ——

31. * He vanished out of their sight.”” This is quite in accordancg
with the changed and spiritualized nature of our Lord’s Body after Hijg
Resurrection; and with the fact that He shortly afterwards suddenly

appeared among the disciples when the doors were shut (See on St. Johy,
xx. 19.). Our Lord seems to have made Himself invisible—He «pjq
« Himself”—on a former occasion (St. John viii. 59.), but we are
expressly told then that He passed “through the midst” of the people,
probably walking among them, as at other times, only holding their
eyes (See on 16.) so that they should not see Him. Here His vanishing
was not only rendering Himself invisible, but actually passing away,

32. “Did not our heart burn within us.”” This they. say as re-
proaching themselves for not sooner recognizing their Lord. It is as
much as to say, ¢ We might have guessed who it was, when His words

‘kindled such a fire in our hearts.’ _ A
23. “Them that were with them.” That is, the holy women and

our Lord’s “brethren” (See Acts i. 14.).
34. “Hath appeared to Simon.” We know nothing whatever con-

cerning this appearance of our Lord to St. Peter. It is again men-

tioned by St. Paul (1 Cor. xv. 5.).
35. “Known of them in breaking of bread.’” So does He even

now reveal Himself to many a faithful communicant, bestowing a fresh
and vivid sense of His presence and His love. It appears (from
St. Mark xvi, 13.) that the Apostles hesitated to believe the story
bold by the two disciples, even though they had greeted them, as they
entered, with the news “The Lord is risen indeed.” We can well
onceive that throughout this wonderful day the minds of all would
}gdl?e a? state of much confusion and perplexity with mingled hopes
f S,

3643, Appéara.nce to the assembled Apostles with
certain others (Thomas being absent) on the
evening of the Resurrection.

St. Mark xvi, 14, St John xx, 19—23,
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tood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, A.D.30.
sto

to you. .
P%%Ceéfltm‘éhes? were terrified and affrighted, and

they had seen ¢a spirit. d Mark 6. 49,

S‘%’g ﬁfdtﬁf saidy unto them, Wh];f are ye troubled?

nd why do thoughts arise in your hearts?
? 39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I
Myself : ehandle Me, and see; for a spirit hath eJohn2o.2m.
not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have.

40 And when He had thus spoken, He shewed
them Hés hands and His feet.

e —————

36. “Stood in the midst of them.” This (as St. John tells us)
was “when the doors were shut” Our Lord now appeared, as He

had disappeared at Emmaus, miraculously, that is, not according to
the ordinary laws of bodily motion.

87. “ Terrified.” This terror would lead us to think that there
was as. yet no clear belief in the Resurrection, at least in the minds
of many of the Apostles (See on 35.). They supposed they saw a
“gpirit” (See Acts xii. 15.) from the sudden, noiseless, and mysterious,
appearance of our Lord in the midst of them, when no door had opened
to admit Him. Even His “Peace be unto you” was not at first
enough to calm their terror. T § oy < o 3

88. “Why do thoughts arise.” By ¢ thoughis” our Lord means
questionings as to whether He were really risen, and whether the
Form the,y looked upon were. really His, or, as they at first imagined,
a “spirit” - - - . .. . - . Y

89. “Behold My hands and My feet® St. John says that “ He
“showed unto them His hands and His Side.” Thus we see that
He vouchsafed to show them the five sacred wounds of His Crucifixion,
Well may we think of the prophet’s words when we contemplate this
wonderful scene: “One shall say unto him, What are these wounds
“in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was
“wounded in the house of my friends” (Zech. xiii. 6.). - |

“Handle Me.” The proof of touch is permitted in addition to that
of sight, that there may be no doubt as to the reality of the risen
Body of the Lord. One of the chief heresies in the primitive Church
was that which taught, in_ direct contradiction to this and other pas-
sages, that Christ was only an appearance, or phantom, having no
real body, and therefore enduring no real sufferings. This risen Body
of the Lord was the same in which He suffered, in which He ascended,
and in which He now sitteth at the right hand of God. Behold the
Pledge we thus receive that we too in our flesh shall see God (Job
Xix. 26.). How a Body, having “flesh and bones”, could pass into a
room with closed doors we know not. Indeed we know as yet but very
little concerning that “spiritual body” (1 Cor. xv. 14.) in which we

ope to rise. But “we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ;
“Wwho ghall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
“His glorious Body, according to the working whereby He is able
“even to subdue all things unto Himself” (Phil, 111.()23-2)-
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. believed not fgy,. .

d while they yeb or oy

&'Dﬁ%s a:dl w%rllldered, He said unto them, &Have ye hey
f Gen. 45. 20.

1e
g Jobn 21. 5. gn meat '@

49 And they gave Him a piece of g braileg

rcomb.
ﬁsilé %rﬁl (i)f Ifgl tgﬁ? (Z%’ and did eat before them

44 T And He said unto them, !These g the

h Acts 10. 41,

1 ver. 6.
:M:("ltt. 16. 21.

Mats, 10 : to you, while T wag +
w2018 4o which I spake un J yet
o, 13'(%"? - Xfﬁﬂlh S}’ou, that all things must be fulfilled, whic,
& 18. 31,

is “believed not” is spokep
« Believed not for joy.”” This ) . SPoken of
‘jtgl.asti1]133,&;31e(:,;'e ginful unbelief; and the cause o ]lﬂt'——“?or Joy T8lves
?hoe scoret of all the doubting and hesitation of t &s %1 eat day. Thq
news of the Resurrection, coming first by one and then by anothe,

. sed to be believed. : " s
e ]t;gv};le;,zehere any meat ?* Our Lord’s asking for, and partakiy

of. food was not to satisfy any want of His, but to give yet farther proof
)

eality of His bodily existence. Lo .
of Eﬁa ;ﬁ%ﬁfg ]C;e n:)ti P tﬂat St. John adds, in his account of this samg

+ Lo i rticulars concerning t},
earance of our Lord, the very important particulars & the
Z?\lr)ing of the Holy Ghos;;, and of the power of remitting sin. ]

4449, Brief account of our Lord’s teaching during
the great forty days.

Acts 1, 28,

44, “These are the words.” That is, ¢ This is the fulﬁhpent of
‘the words’., When Christ had told them that all things written of
Him in the Old Testament must be fulfilled, they had not understood
how much His words meant (See xviil. 31—34.). He now shows them
that all the strange and startling events they had lately witnessed—
His Sufferings, His Death, His Resurrection,—were a perfect fulfilment

of ancient prophecy (See on 27.),

44. “And He said unto them” 1f we
had no Gospel but St. Luke’s, we should
suppose the whole of the remaining verses
to the end of the 49th to refer to the
same occasion as those next before,
namely to the appearance on the even-
ing of the Resurrection, and also that
the As.censmq, related in 50 and 51, fol-
lowed immediately afterwards, St.Tuke

however himself corrects this latter no-|th

tion in the beginning of the Acts of the
Apostles, where He speaks of our Lord
being seen “forty days” (Acts i. 3.),
while it is clear the conversation to the
end of the 49th verse could mnot have
aken Place on the evening of the Re-
sgrrectlon, because the 49th verse relates
:16_command to the Apostles to remain
tn Jerusalem till

host on the Day of Pentecost, whereas

they received the Holy | 1if;

from the other Evangelists we learn that
the Apostles were first to go into Galilee,
and to meet our Lord there, and that
the command to remain in Jerusalem
was not given till after the return fr011{n
Galilee, [It is observable that St. Lu };
entirely omits all mention of the visi
to Galilee and the appearances ofhoyn
Lord there (See St.John xxi.), bot eln
e message of the angels by the wolm o
and in his history of the events tleust
selves.] It is plain then that theretm -
be some break in the history be Wte A8
verses 96 and 49, and it seems bes %
make it at the end of 43, and to re%rie
the rest of the passage (44—49) a8 ?each-
record, or summary, of our Lords ot
ing during the forty days of His 1S
1i¢ on earth,
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were written in the law of Moses, and 4n the A.D.so.

prophets, and ¢n the psalms, concerning Me, SR

45 Then *opened Heo their understanding, that!wrz.
8, 22,

they might understand the seriptures, I o,
46 and said unto them, !Thus it is written, ¥z &™

and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise D 32

from the dead the third day : 38, 46, -

. s % 1John 2. 12.
47 and that repentance and ™ remission of sinsns Gen.12.3,

should be preached in His name ™among all na- Te i,

i 1 3 22.
tions, beginning at Jerusalem, . e
48 And °ye are witnesses of these things. Hoa. 2 23

49 » And, behold, I send the promise of My Father Mal. L1L
upon you: but tarry ye in the city of J erusalem, ’ Chirh
until ye be endued with power from on high, S A

& 3. 15,
PIsai 44.3. Joel 2. 28, John14.16,26. & 15.26. & 16.7. Acts1 4 & 2.1, &e.

—

46. “It behoved Christ to suffer,’ This means, ‘It was needful
¢that Christ should suffer’—needful, that is, in the fulfilment of pro-
phecy. So our Lord asks, “ Ought not Christ to have suffered 1 (26.).

47. ““ Repentance and remission of sins.”” - Repentance is not only
the cry of the fore-runner. It is the cry of the Saviour Himself
(See on St. Mark i. 15.), and it must be the preaching of the Church
to the end. For repentance is the first step of the sinner towards
the Saviour. Remission, or forgiveness, of sins is here closely coupled
with repentance, for a true repentance wing the grace of pardon. But
only “in His. Name” ; that is, through faith in Him, (See farther
as to the remission of sins on St. John xx, 23.)

“ Beginning at Jerusalem.” Because it was God’s will that the
offer of salvation should be made to the Jew first, and only afterwards
to the Gentile. This verse was most literally fulfilled, for St. Peter,
in preaching at Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost, says, *Repent,
“and be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for
“the remission of sins” (Acts il. 38.). And we find that the spirit
of the words was observed throughout the history of the Acts of the
Apostles, even the Apostle of the Gentiles constantly making his first
appeal, in the cities which he visited, to the Jews,

48, “Ye are witnesses of these things.”” Observe, when one was
to be chosen to fill the place of the traitor Judas, he was to be one
who had been an eye-witness of the things he was to teach (Acts i
21, 22.). So the Apostles spoke not from hearsay when they preached
“Jesus Christ and Him crucified”, but declared only that which they
had heard, which they had seen with their eyes, which they had looked
upon, and their hands had handled (1 St. John i. 1.). -

49, “ The promise.” Namely, of the Holy Ghost the Comforter
by whose descent upon them they were to be “endued”—that is,
clothed— with power from on high,”

“ Tarry ye in the city.” These words could not have been spoken
till after the return from Galilee (See Note on 44.). Indeed we gather

from St, Luke’s farther account in the Acts (i 4, 5.) that the words
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50 € And He led them out %as far as to Bethay,

A.D.30. .

enwr1 and He lifted up His hands, an;l blessed them, V)

r 2 Kings 51 * And it came to pass, while He blessed {1,
;;o%.lli 2. 17 He was parted from them, and carried up iexﬁ](;
ph-%% heaven. | .

svatt.2s. 52 % And they Worshipped Him, and returp, a4

Sir Jerusalem with great Joy: 0

were spoken very shortly before the Ascension, for the promise
457 nt down to the Apostles “not many days” aftegwggan-
8,

forter was to be se
The Day of Pentecost was ten days after the Ascension,

50—53. The Ascension.,

St. Mark xvi. 19. Acts 1. 9.

»»  That is, to the neighbou
side of the Mount of 011212203.0%

50. ““As far as to Bethany.

Bethany, which lay on the farther
Jerusalem (See on St. Matt. xxi. 1, and Map.).
«He lifted up His hands, and blessed them.’” Our Lord’s last

act on earth is to bless. Even as He ascends, His Hands are stretch
out in blessing, And we may think of Him still in that His partied
attitude, for from the right hand of God He is evermore sheddigg

down His blessings upon His Church. :
51. “ Carried up.” Not by any other power, but by His own Divine

will. Tt was of this wondrous exaltation of our In

throne of His glory that Daniel saw a vision Iirf avrvril%;tc%»(}fg ‘th()hJ[l]le
“one like the Son of man”, who ¢ came with the clouds of heayv gt
“came to the Ancient of days, and they brought Him nearer’;)’ ? =
“Him” (Dan. vii. 13.). It was of this triumphal return of the S i
to the highest heavens that the Psalmist sang, when He said a‘YII(,)ufi

“up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasti : d ;
“and the King of glory shall come in” (Ps ixiv 7.): -nzig i
“Thou art gone up on high, Thou hast led captivity otive and
“received gifts for men” (Ps, Ixviii. 18,): and a :ﬁnv“)”l‘ﬁap]?v?i’ aqal
“unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand untll T make Thi
“enemies Thy footstool” (Ps. cx, 1.). It is 1 dn :fl D o Lt
Festival of the Church on which this glori D Fir
fﬁm%fo be so lightly regarded. It is Sure%y a ?llfy g ?S?riiccflﬁﬁsr?ﬁi?d 1}35

he heavenl ich i I

Lo shouldyﬁ]ﬁ)l?fs ‘i'\;}iltlﬁhh;i: sz_a(’;s beftzfle us. If the Resurrection of the
so too should the Ahcensiog %fyt?ja Le (Ii)ledge of our own xesurroch
follow Him to His home of glor %1; ai D o ol Y
spiritual lesson so beautifull gmgl.l f D o Log a0, D gofioe 0
Ascension-Day, which pra g’ e _from this event in the Collect for
“Christ to have ascended );nto ?h, hhke o ¥ do: bellrg s =
“and mind thither agcend, and 3 Sl 50, WG N e heart
59, % Worshi d, and with Him continually dwell.” '
orshipped Him.” As trul 4 ioht hand

of tho Father, Tt is of hfinie eosyoy CAalted to the right 1
our ascended Tord in iy puupy oric® fhat we should %
Man and perfect God, T;lit]‘fo 0}5{1 nature, as still in heaven per¢”
or ever glorified in Him Sr e has carried up our human nature
or us, There too He sits"anH-SO He is One who can pity and feel
n His Divine glory, the object of worship
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53 and were continually tin the temple

c 2 AD.30
: raisin y
and blessing God. Amen. ' P , Acts 2. 46

-and adoration to, His O.hu}*ch below. “The Lord is in Hig holy tem-
“ple: the Lord’s seat is in heaven. His eyes consider the poor: and
« His eyelids try the children of men” (Ps. xi. 4, 5.).

«“ With great joy.”” For now they could no longer doubt of their
Tord’s power and glory. He had said to them, “If ye loved Me, ye

«“ would rejoice, because I said, I go to the Father” (St, John xiv. 28.) ;
and now they had seen Him go to the Father, and this their joy
was fulfilled. |

53.  Continually in the temple.”” Doubtless at all hours of prayer,
and probably also at other times,

P

.___-'—--———-—f‘-".

63, * Amen” See on last word of St. Matthew’s Gospel,



