CHAPTER VIIL

{ Christ_delivereth the woman taken in adultery. 12 He preacheth
Himself the light of the world, and justifieth His doctrine: 33 an-
awereth the Jews that boasted of Abralham, 59 and conveyeth Himself

srom their cruelly, P
ESUS went unto the mount of Olives.

2 And early in the morning He came again

into the temple, and all the people came unto Him;

and He sat down, and taught them.
3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto
52. “ Art Thou also of Galilee > This is asked in scoffing, and

means ‘ Dost thou too join the Galileeans?’
“Out of Galilee ariseth’ &ec. That is, probably, ‘No prophet is

‘prophesied of as to come out of Galilee.,” It was untrue as a fact
that no prophet LZad arisen out of Galilee, since Elijah was a Galilaean,

as well as Hosea, Jonah, and Nahum, _
53. “ Every man went’ &c. That is, the Council broke up with-

out coming to any decision concerning Christ, the words of Nicodemus
causing them to dispute among themselves.

CHAPTER VIII,

1—11. The Woman taken in adultery,

1. “Jesus went’’ &c. Doubtless, according to His usual custom,
to pray. This verse should not be separated from the last verse of
the preceding chapter, to which it seems to be set in contrast, While
others went to their homes, Jesus went out into the Mount to pray.
It should always be remembered that the division into chapters and
verses is made only for the convenience of reference, and that the
different Books of the Bible were written without any such breaks or
divisions at all. |

3. “The scribes and Pharisees brought®’ &ec. This was from no
righteous hatred of sin, but solely with a view to entangle Jesus in
His talk, by obliging Him to do one of two things:—either 1. to pro-
nounce a judgment against the woman, which would be thought hard

—

1. It is right to state that the passage

not a true record of what really took

beginning with the last verse of chapter
vil, and ending with the 11th verse of
this chapter is not found in the best
ancient copies of St. John’s Gospel, and
18 believed by many to have been in-
sgrted here from some other early record.
Even if this could be certainly proved,
it would by no means prove that it is

place, nor that it should not be accepted
as a portion of the Canonical Scriptures
inspired by the Holy Ghost. In certain
old copies of the Gospels (though not in
those of chief authority) this narrative
is found at the end of St. Luke xxi, in-
stead of in the present place.-
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A 2. Him a woman taken in adultery; and when they

had set her in the midst, )
4 They say unto Him, Master, this woman wag

aken in adultery, in the very act.
s Lev. 20. 10. h}‘;C“ Now Mose-é’in the law commanded us, that
Deut. 2.2 b should be stoned : but what sayest Thou?
¢ This they said, tempting Him, that they might
have to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down, ang
with ITis finger wrote on the ground, as though H,

heard them not. i . '
w’? }So when they continued asking Him, He lifteq

—

; sonle who had grown very lax in regard to the sip
2;1(3]- ggge}lggglg Egﬁp :nd rob Chr%st of His character for mercy ; ang
which judgment would also sct our Lord in ng)PgSlt:gnt totﬁheJRDman
government, which did not allow the power GL GO R0 Mg Bl e
or 2. to contradict the Law of Moses, and seem to make light of 4
great sin, which would be used against Him to damage His character
“1151.1 IP%%;? Ies'a.yest Thou ?** It is possible these men may have
known how our Lord spake with authority, giving His own higher
and more spiritual meaning to the Laws which the Jews only under-
stood in the letter (See on St. Matt. v. 22.). Moses had commanded
that the adulteress should be put to death (See Lev. xx. 10.). They
would know whether Christ enforced or disregarded this law.

6. “Jesus stooped down,” &c. It should be noticed that the
words in Italics—* as though He heard them not”—are no part of the
original account. When we find words thus printed in our Bibles we
are to understand that they are not found in the original langunage,
but are put in by the translators to make the sense plainer in the
English version. In the present case they most truly describe our
Lord’s action as it must have appeared to the by-standers. He seemed
not to be attending to them. But why this stooping down and writing
on the ground with His Finger? Perhaps as a silent rebuke to these
eager accusers, breaking in, as they did, upon His holy teaching with
their noisy shameless story. These wretched men came with the sin-
ful woman, using her and her shame for their own wicked ends, in
order to gain a victory over Christ, and giving no thought of pity or
mercy to .her. Jesus would give them time to remember themselves
and to think of her. Perhaps also He would teach them a lesson of
modesty, and show them that, instead of their bold bearing and accu-
sation, they should rather hide their very heads for shame in speak-
ing of so shameful a sin. Moreover He would never take upon Him-
self the office of a judge (See 15, xii. 47. and St. Luke xii, 14.), and
by His conduct proved how unwelcome their appeal to Him was. It

is quite vain to enquire what words, if any, our Lord wrote upon the
ground.

7. “He lifted up Himself,” &e. These bold bad men are in 10
aﬁse abashed by our Lord’s unwillingness to listen to their immodest
S& aége}.1 Thinking He hears not, they continue asking for a reply.

nd then He gives it {hem, suddenly, startlingly, like a thunder-clap.
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up Himself, and said unto them, ® He that is with- A.D. 2o,
out sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her, b beut 17,7,
8 And again He stooped down, and wrote on the ¥ 2L

gmuml. .
9 And they which heard 74, ¢being convicted by ¢ Rom, 2. 22.
their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning
at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left
alone, and the woman standing in the midst.
10 When Jesus had lifted up Iimseclf, and saw
none but the woman, He said unto her, Woman,
where are those thine accusers? hath no man con-
demned thee ?

11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto T
) 4 uke 9, 50,
her, ¢ Neither do I condemm thee: go, and °sin no sisas "

” ch. 3. 17.
more, e ch, 5. 14,

As in so many other of His replies, He does not indeed answer the
question asked, but suddenly turns the matter straight upon the con-
science of the enquirer. The Law, which ordered death by stoning,
ordered also that the first stone should be cast by the principal witness.
Christ uses this with Divine wisdom to unveil the sin of the accusers
to their own hearts, saying, “He that is without sin among yon'—
that is, without sin of like sort with the woman’s,—he that is free
from all stain of impurity—*“let him first cast a stone at her.” Then,
after shooting this oue piercing shaft at their breasts, He again bent
down, writing on the ground, as before.

9. ‘“They which heard it,”> &e. That is, the accusers. The shaft
had struck home. The Word of God, ‘““sharper than any two-edged
“sword,” had pierced “even to the dividing asunder of soul and
“spirit”, and was ‘““a discerner of the thoughts and intents of their
“hearts” (Hebr. iv. 12.). Jesus refused to judge the woman; but He
had judged her wicked accusers, or rather He had made them judge
themselves. They were hypocrites, and He had torn away the mask
from them. They saw how He read them through and through, and
they dared not stay. They knew not but that He, who could thus
unveil them to themselves, might, in His scorn and wrath, unveil
them to the people ; and they ¢ went out one by one.’ ]

““ And the woman standing in the midst.” There rcma.med
alone those two—* the miscrable and the Merciful” (St. Augustine),
the unclean and the All-holy, the sinner and the Saviour, face to face.
It is not mecessary to suppose that the disciples, or the ‘people IWh.O
were present before, left the Temple. It was the accusers |and flO]::G
who came in with them who all went out, leaving our LOIC} and 11?
woman standing in the midst. We may well imagine how 6115‘ .“1231 ¢
tremble before One who had so sternly dealt with her accg‘stilfﬂ; \%’1;] nigg
that now she should hear like stern words a_ddyessed to h{altb];zm;. T seed:r';
believe too that conscience was at work within her, and 1 . -

: riking their roots into her heart.
of a frue penitence were alr;ady Stf]; 5 This does not mean, ¢ Neither

11. ““ Neither do I condemn thee. ’ :

‘do I condemn thy sin’, but, ¢ Neither do I Plonol‘}“lcfl -]ugfgl;le;;;u(%ﬁ:
‘thee. No one can dream that Christ thought light ) '
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AD.20. 12 € Then spake Jesus again unto them, sayip

cmiasofT am the Light of the world: he that followety,

&3 ar chall not walk in darkness, but shall have thg

13,5 light of life. . ‘

¥eh. 5. 51, 13 The Pharisces therefore said unto_Hlm, & Thoy
bearest record of Thyself; Thy record is not true.

stantly and most severely condemned in holy Scripture, Bgt He camg
to save, and not to judge. And, doubtless sceing in ‘the woman’g
heart the beginning of a true repentance, He let her g0 1n peace that,
like another sinful woman, having been forgiven much she might loye
much (See on 8t. Luke vii. 37, 47.).

12—59. Our Lord’s Conversations in the Temple at the
Feast of Tabernacles.

12. “I am the Light of the world.”” We learn from verse 20,
that our Lord uttered these words “in the treasury”, that is, in that
part of the Temple in which the treasury was placed. It is not cer-
tainly known where this was, but if, as has been supposed, it was in
the “Court of the women” (See on St. Mark xii. 41.), then it would
be in the very place where stood two enormous lamps on tall pedestals,
approached by steps, the lighting of which lamps after the evening
sacrifice formed one of the ceremonies of the Feast of Tabernacles.
It is supposed that this ceremony was observed in memory of the Pillar
of Fire which led the Israclites in the wilderness, as the pouring out
of water on the altar was of the smitten rock (See on vii. 87.). Thus
our Lord probably founded His sayings upon these two ceremonies,
drawing the minds of His hearers from the outward rites, or from the
historical truths hidden under them, to the living Water of the Holy
Spirit, and to Himself the Light of the world. In Him truly were
all the types and shadows of the olden Law fulfilled.

Upon this sublime saying, “I am the Light of the world”, we would
rather ponder in adoration than speculate in words which can never
unfold its depth and richness of meaning. Those who feel in them-
selves the darkness of ignorance and the darkmess of sin, will hail this
Light with the thankful joy with which some benighted wanderer
would hail the rising of the morning light.

It is impossible not to be struck with the marvellous self-assertion of
our Lord in this, as in other sayings. In the mouth of any mere human
teacher, however wise and great, how presumptuous would such a say-
ing sound! Yet how simple and natural is it in the mouth of the Son
of God! It would be impossible to reconcile such words as these with
Christ’s humility and lowliness of heart except on the ground that He
who spake them was God as well as Man. It is the conscious acceptance
of this great truth by the Church that makes such sayin “T am the
HL' h f h ] Y gS a8 am

1g t of the world” seem to us so perfectly natural and unassuming.
W hen in primitive times converts were baptized, which was usually
in the early morning, they first, turning to the West whither the night
was passing away, renounced the works of darkness, and then turning to
the Hast, where thp sun was rising, confessed Christ, the Sun of righte-
ousness and the Light of the world. Tt is from this primitive practice
that the custom of turning to the East in saying the Creed arose.

13. “Thou bearest record” &e, A person’s testimony concerning
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14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though A.D.20.
1 bear record of Myself, yet My record is true: for, g, . 1.
1 know whence I came, and whither T go; but ®ye 2B & 0.2,
cannot tell whence I come, and whither 1 go. x'ch, 8. 17.

15 1 Ye judge after the flesh; *T judge no man. g3 3

16 And yet if I judge, My judgment is true: for®yer2.
1T am not alone, but I and the Father that sent Me. mpent.17.0.

- . . . J. Lok

17 ™It is also written in your law, that the testi- f;&;ﬁ 11%12
mony of two men is true. Heb, 10. 28!
himself is seldom accepted as sufficient. It may, of course, be perfectly
true, as our Lord’s was, but it does not carry with it proof and convie-
tion to others, at least not to the unwilling (See on v. 31.). Yet how
plind were these cavillers! It is as though the Sun had spoken to them
and said, ‘T am the Sun’, but they had answered, ¢ No, we cannot believe
¢ thee, for thou bearest witness of thyself: thou mayest be the night’.

14. “Though I bear record” &c. This seems at first sight to
contradict our Lord’s former saying, “ If I bear witness of Myself, My
“witness is not true” (v. 81.), but the word “true” is used in different
genses in the two passages, Here it is used in its simple ordinary
sense. In the former passage it is used for ¢ valid’,—such as would be
accepted as true by others.

“¥For I know” &c. This is the reason why Christ’s record must
be true, whether received of men or no. He knew in Himself that
He came from God and should return to God, and therefore it was
simply impossible that He should speak any thing except God’s own
eternal truth. This, though hidden from the Jews, was perfectly clear
to Him, and He spoke what He knew and saw with the Father. '

15. “Ye judge after the flesh.”” 'That is, carnally, as man judges.
Their judgment was a carnal judgment in both senses :—outwardly, as
founded only on the outside appearance; inwardly, as springing from
a carnal self-willed mind.

“I judge no man.”” Not as yet. The time for judgment was not
yet come. Jesus contrasts His own gentle loving dealings with sinners
with the obstinate, narrow-minded, and uncharitable judgments of His
hearers, They in their blindness and pride condemned the Innocent,
He in His perfect knowledge and perfect love refused to condemn the
guilty (See on 26. and iii. 17.).

16. “If I judge.” There was a sense in which even then Christ
could say, “ For judgment am I come into this world” (See on ix. 89.).
o far as His sayings in themselves judged men, that judgment was
true. Also if He willed to pronounce a yet more direct judgment, as
He did upon the Scribes and Pharisees when He denounced “ Woe”
to them for their sins, that judgment was true (See on 21.). For
vhatsoever He spoke He spoke not apart from, or m contradiction to,
the Father, but as One with Him (See on v. 19, 80.).

17. “The testimony of two men” &c. Our Lord at first claims
perfect truth for His single record of Himself, as He had indecd
all right to claim it, being infinitely above all rules and laws made
for the security of human evidence (See 14.). But now He in His

umility condescends to His hearers, who refused His witness of Him-
self, saying, as it were, ‘If you must apply to Me the Jaw concerning

y
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s, 18 1 am one that bear witness of Myselg o
% n the Father that sent Me beareth witness of M, A
s U Then said they unto Him, Where sy
vwnss.  Father? Jesus answered, © Ye neither know Me 1,
165 My Father: Pif ye had known Me, ye should hay,
known My Father also. .
osina, 20 These words spake Jesus m 3 the treasury, 54
~unam He taught in the temple: and *no man laid hands
s on Him; for s His hour was not yet come.
91 Then said Jesus agamn unto them, I go My
e r.3t  way, and ¢ ye shall seek Me, and ®shall die in your
KBS ons: whither I go, ye cannot come.
929 Then said the Jews, Will He kil Himself?
because He saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come.

‘human evidence,—if you will judge My testimony as you would that
‘of any erring man,—if you say you must have two witnesses to con-
firm the truth of My words,—then must My Father and T be the
‘iwo witnesses.! The witness of the Father was borne both by His
voice from heaven, and yet more by the miracles which were wrought
by Christ in the Father’s Name and power (See on v. 36, 37. xiv. 10.).

19. “ Where is Thy Father?” This question is plainly asked in
scorn and disbelief. -Not that we are to suppose the Jews to be speak-
ing of an earthly father, for our Lord had so often spoken of His Father
in heaven that they could not well mistake His meaning. It is rather
as if they said, < Thou speakest of Thy Father bearing witness, Where
‘is He to bear witness? Let us hear His testimony.’

“If ye had known Me,” &c. We must carefully compare this
answer to the scornful unbelieving Jews with our Lord’s answer @
the anxious enquiring disciple, who said, *“ Lord, shew us the Father.”
Here the Jews cannot know the Father, because they refuse to know
the Son. There the disciples, by learning to know the Son, Jearnt t0
know the Father also (See on xiv. 7—9.). It must also be carefully
noted how strongly this passage proves the unity of the Father and the
Son. “Tt cannot properly be said of any one that in knowing him
“you know another, unless they both are one™ (Is. Williams.). "

20, “In the treasury.” This seems to have been in the «Court
“ of the women", and was the place where offerings were made for the
Temple worship (See on 12, and St. Mark xii. 41.). Again we are fol
that the hands of Christ’s enemies were held back by Divine povwer
&'%161 (:e;nf' 3(;}315 How many ingenious reasons would man h&\"’b;:;
el edffo 'us!’ had not the one true and all-prevailing reason

2L “Again” Because He had said the same thing before (57
Vil 33, 34.). The terrible words “Ye shall die in mﬁr s.ins_” “fex*e
n%trgp?}fg: o thcf fﬁolmler occasion, This is an instance in “hnl:lz:;;:z

) ges, and Hig i : o expla®
nggmﬁming below (Sseg%digilent -t (fen, on. AR Fo o N
w kill Himself?” &o. Before (See M

2. “ The treasury.” Knoﬁ”l'eﬁ'w

Society, Note on th% Ten?tgléB g?lﬁﬁm%s, published by the Christian
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03 And He sald unto them, *Ye are from he- A1, 90,

eath ; 1 am from above: ¥ye are of this world ; Txen s a1,
ﬂm not of this world, ¥ ch, 15. 19,
a

& 17, 16.
94 #] said therefore unto you, that ve shall die et -
o vour sins: *for 1f ye believe not that I am He, sk 16, 1.
ye shall die in your sins,

95 Then said they unto Him, Who art Thou?
And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I
qaid unto you from the beginning,

26 I have many things to say and to judge of

had thought, or pretended to think, that He was going into some distant
Jand ; now they invent another meaning for His words equally false,

23. “Ye are from beneath;” &e. As “from above” means * from
‘the highest heaven’, so “from beneath” seems most naturally to mean
‘from the lowest depth’, ‘from the very darkness of hell’ The SENso
then would be the same as that of the words spoken a little later,
“Ye are of your father the devil” (44.). Still the words may mean
only, ‘ Ye are from this lower world.’

“Ye are of this world;” &e. This second part of the verse seems

to speak not so much of the origin as of the character of Chyist and
of His enemies; or perhaps rather embraces hoth. They, earthly in
origin, and having 1

n them nothing from above, were earthly in spirit
and In mind, He, coming down from heaven (though in His Human
Nature taking our flesh and not abhorring the Virgin’s womb), was
heavenly in all His thoughts and affections. It was this their earth-
liness that accounted for their earthly thought of self-destruction as ex-
plaining our Lord’s words.

24, ““If ye believe not that I am He,” &e.

that the word “He” is here (and in verse 28.) printed in Ttalics, and
is therefore not expressed in the Greek (Sce on 6.); so that the literal
translation is, “If ye believe not that I AM’; and we can hardly
doubt that this would recall to His hearers the title by which God
revealed Himself to Moses (See Ex. iil. 14.), and perhaps lead them
t think that He was Himself claiming that title. Yet He does not
actually do this, and His hearers are in evident uncertainty as to His
meaning by their following question, “ Who art Thou ?”

25. “HEven the same that I said,” &c. This sentence would be
more exactly translated, ¢ First of all, that which I speak unto you,’
the word translated ““said” being more properly ¢speak’ The sense
18 not, ‘ That which I have declared Myself to be’, but ¢ That which
‘My words and teaching have shown Me to be.” It is as though Christ
sald, ¢ You might, had you pleased, have answered your own question
‘from all My teaching” He was the Word of God, and revealed God
to man, anq this might have answered the question “ Who art Thou?”,
If the questioners had not been too blind to see. -
128. “I have many things” &e. 'This verse seems to mean, .

e many things which I might lay to your charge, such as yow
“blindness in not seeing who I am, but the time of judgment is not
:yet (See on 15.). Meanwhile My work and office is to speak to the
Yorld, whether they accept My words or not, the eternal truths which

the Father sent Me to speak’ (See on v. 19, 20.).

It should be noticed
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To that sent Me is true; and Y
A.p. 2. you: but P He that S‘Jl}t ; 2 Speak
b % . to the world those things which I have hearq of
¢ (:h.__ﬂ. gﬂ. }Iiln.
R They understood not that He spake to thep,
of the Father. :

98 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye hay,
an.3.18  4lifted up the Son of man, ©then shall ye know that
Lzt ym He, and fthat 1 do nothing of Myself; byt

toh.5.15,30.0 ¢ My Father hath taught Me, I speak thego

€ch. 3, 1L

things. y , X
b ch. 14, 10, 90 And hHe that sent Me is with Me: ithe
L Father hath not left Me alone; *for I do always
xeh 434 thoge things that please Him.
& 5.30. 1 .
& 6,35, 30 As He spake these words, ‘many believed on
‘g‘{é{'@;‘.’ Him.

Hho 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed
on Him, If ye continue in My word, ¢hen are yeo
My disciples mdeed ;

27. “They understood not” &e. Strange wilful blindness after
our Lord's plain words concerning the Father which sent Him (18))!
Truly He will have *many things to judge’ of them,—much ignorance,
obstinacy, and hardness of heart,—when He comes to judge.

98. “Then shall ye know?® &c.” This, though spoken to the Jews,
was true of only some of them. Yet we may believe that the word
“then” stretches forth into all the future, and also that our Lord is
speaking through these Jews to all men. When He was crucified,
then the world began to learn who He was, and whence He came.
One by one God’s elect are being continually brought to the know-
ledge of a crucified Saviour. In that crucified One they learn to see
the great “I am” (See on 24.), the eternal Word, who is with God,
am} 9w1218)is God (i. 1. For the latter part of this verse see on
v. 19, 20.).

29. “He that sent Me is with Me:” &e. This verse is to be
taken with the last, as a part of that which men should know con-
cerning Christ. As the Word is ever “with God” the Father, so is
the Father ever with the Word, for They are “ of one substance, power,
“and eternity” (Art. i.).

“I do always” &e. This is the sign and proof of the unity spoken
of. The Son does “those things that pleaspe” the Fa.ther,yb{g:ausc
He wills whatsoever the Father wills, He cannot, being one with
the Father, act contrary to the Father’s good pleasure (See on v. 19.).

30. “Many believed on Him,” Convinced, we may well believe,
by the wisdom and power with which He spake. Yet this belief
seems from our Lord’s words in the next verse to have been rather
a conviction of the understanding than any thing deeper.
hagt'i' 'Ifl ye continue in My word,” &e. Qur Lord had already
s it ol i

: : , . Dew converts, possibly ready emough 1
their profession of being His disciples, that 1o be His dis{:iples indeed
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32 and yc shall know the truth, and ™the truth A.D.29.
ghall make you free, m Rom. 6. 14,

33 They answered Him, » We be Abraham’s secd, & 5, _
and were never in bondage to any man : how sayest &% %
Thou, Ye shall be made free? eyl o

34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say Mate.3.0.
unto you, ° Whosoever committeth sin is the ser-eRom.s.16,
vant of sin. 2 Pet, 2. 19,

35 And ?the servant abideth not in the house for ® Gal. 4. 30,
ever : bul the Son abideth cver,

they must persevere to the end,—they must continue in that state in
which His word is their life and food and guiding light. Those who
abide in Christ’s word are “they which in an honest and good heart
“having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience”

(St. Liuke viii, 15.). To abide in Christ’s word is to allow that word
to abide in us.

32. “Ye shall know the truth,” &c. Know it, that is, with a
deep Inner blessed knowledge. But what is the truth? Pilate asked
this in vain. We shall not ask in vain, if we ask God Himself to
teach us, for the truth is not a mere creed received by the head, but
a_hidden treasure stored in the heart. Nay, is not the truth Christ
Himself? For He said, “I am the Way, the Trutk, and the Life”
(xiv. 6.). By “free” is here meant free from the slavery of sin
(See 34.).

83. “We be Abraham’s seed, &c. The Jews understood our Lord’s
words in a carnal literal sense. Yet their boast is most astonishing ;
for not only had the Israelites been in bondage in Egypt and in Baby-
lon, but at that very time they were under the dominion of the Romans.
National pride was the besetting sin of the Jews, and it here led
them into a vain and foolish lie. We should think of our Lord as
addressing a large number of hearers, so that we need not suppose this
conversation to be held with the new converts mentioned above (Sce
30, 31.), though they doubtless formed a part of the hearers.

34. “Whosoever committeth sin’’ &c. This is not simply, ¢ Who-
“soever sinneth,” but a stronger expression, meaning, ¢ Whesoever makes
‘sin his practice.” We are at once reminded of many similar passages,
ﬁ’hacgl speaks of the bondage of sin (See Rom, vi, 16—23. 2 St. Pet,
ii. 19.).

35.)“ The servant abideth not* &e. This is a difficult passage.
The meaning may be drawn out as follows: ‘Whosoever makes sin
“his practice is a slave of sin, Now a slave does not of necessity con-
‘tinue a slave in the house in which he serves for ever: he may be
‘set free, and leave the house of his slavery. A son is different. He
‘continues always a member of the house and family in which he is
‘ason, Therefore’ (to pass on to the next verse) ‘if I—the Son—
‘set you free, bringing you out of your house of bondage into the glo-
‘rious liberty of the children of God, ye shall be free indeed, because,
‘inasmuch as T remain a Son in the House of God for ever, ye too shall
“for ever be children of God through faith in Me.” This is not the

sense usually given to the passage. Most commentators understand by



Sr. JOHN, VIIL

AD.29. 56 9Tf the Son therefore shall make you gy,
atom s.z. ye shall be free indeed. ’

e dh. 37 I know that ye are Abraham’s seed ; but v,

b 7190 gook to kill Me, because My word hath no place §p
you. ) )

» ch. 3, 32, 38 *I speak that which I have seen with My

5% Father: and ye do that which ye have scen with
vour father.

cver.53. 39 They answered and said unto Him, *Abraham

Jratt- 5.9 i our father. Jesus saith unto them, * If ye were

&07 o Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of

Gal, 3. 7,
Abraham.

«the house® the house or family of God, and not, as above, simply the
house in which the slave or the son happens respectively to be. Thug
they interpret as follows :—Having in the last verse spoken of the ser-
vant (or slave) of sin, our Lord passes on in this to the thought that
he who is a slave of sin is also a slave in God’s houschold, having no
knowledge of God as his Father and no childlike love to God. Thus
he is as the Ishmael in the true family of Abraham, and if he is not
brought by the Son out of the state of a slave into that of an adopted
child, he will be cast out, having no abiding place in the household,
The former seems perhaps the simpler interpretation, but the difference
is of little importance practically.

36. “Ye shall be free indeed.” The meaning, as well as the
blessedness, of this freedom is the same whether the state of bondage
escaped from is described as bondage in the house of sin and Satan,
or bondage in the household of God. He that is delivered from the
tyranny of sin is also delivered from the slavery of the law, and serves
God not in the “spirit of bondage” but in the “spirit of adoption”
(Rom. viii. 15.).

37. “ Abraham’s seed.” That is, according to the flesh. Our Lord
quite admits that the Jews had spoken truly in their boast as to their
descent from Abraham (See 83.), but He goes on to show them how
little worthy they were of this privilege, and how little right they had
to count themselves as of the spiritual seed of Abraham, inasmuch as
js}l.ey walked not in th_e steps of Abraham’s faith (See Rom. iv. 12. Gal.
1il. 7) f_['hey, boasting themselves to be the seed of Abraham, sought
to kill Him who was in a yet higher sense the Seed,—that true Son
of Abraham in whom the great promise was fulfilled (See Gal. iii. 16.).

38. “Ye do that which” &e. The first part of this verse has been
expla1n9d before (See on v, 19, 20.). The second part is spoken to
arouse in the hearers a true sense of their conduct, They of course
could not understand the words at first, because, when Jesus spoke
of their father, they would naturally think of Abraham, and yet they
could not help suspecting that He had some other deeper meaning, a8
%ﬂeed He had, and as He tells them plainly afterwards (See 44.):

3‘193 they go on to repeat their boast of being Abraham’s children.
them y If yo were Abraham’s children,” &c. Christ at once shows
ha%rﬁf}st at dthls at any rate was not His meaning. They might be Abra-

seed after the flesh, but, “ N either, because they are the se¢
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40 *But now ye seck to kill Me, a Man that A.D.29.
hath told you the truth, Y which I have heard of = ver. a7,
God : this did not Abraham. 7 ver. 26.

41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said
they to Him, We be not born of fornication ; 2 we »Isai. 3. 1.
have one Father, even God. Dal. 1. .

42 Jesus said unto them, 2 If God were your Fa-»13oms.1
ther, ye would love Me: Pfor I proceeded forth®gch1s 2t
and came from God; ©necither came I of Myself,cen. 5. ds
but He sent Me. e A

43 *Why do ye not understand My speech ? even 4 ch.7.17.
because ye cannot hear My word.

“of Abraham, are they all children” (Rom. ix. 7.), for * they which
“are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham” (Gal. iii. 7.).

40. “A Man that hath told you the truth.” It was simply this
which was the reason of their hatred. Jesus was too stern a denouncer
of sin to be loved by sinners.

“This did not Abraham.” That is, ¢ Such conduct as this is very

‘different from that of Abraham, So you have no right to boast that
‘you are his children.’

41, “The deeds of your father.” Again, as before (See 38.), our
Lord is leading His hearers on to consider whose children they were
proving themselves by their bitter enmity to Him.

“We be not born of fornication.”” The Jews now see that Jesus
is not speaking of any earthly father, such as Abraham. It is of a
spiritual relationship He is speaking. So they change their answer.
Their meaning is, ¢ We are true children of the One true Father, not,
‘like the idolatrous heathen, worshipping false gods, and looking up
‘to them as fathers’ In this, as when before they had said they were
“never in bondage to any man” (33.), they had little cause to boast,
for, though indeed idolatry had been unknown among the Jews since
the Captivity, that is for more than five hundred years, yet it had
been one of the crying sins of their forefathers (See Hos. 1. 4.).

42. “If God were your Father,” &e. That is, if they bore any
likeness to God, as children to their father, then they would love Him—
God’s dear Son. The Father loveth the Son,—~He had borne witness,
“This is My beloved Son,”—and yet they who boasted to be God’s
children hated Him! Before, we saw those who boasted to be Abra-
ham’s seed secking to kill the true Seed (See on 37.); now we see
those who boasted to be God’s sons hating the true Son of God.

43, “Why do ye not understand” &c. Perhaps our Lord here
sugzests more than the words at first seem to say. His mode of talking
was strange to them because it was the language of God and of heaven,
and not their mother-fongue, as we say. .He might have answered jclus
question, ‘Even because ye are not children of God’; but”He gives
another reason, “HEven because ye cannot I}ear My wordg that 1s,
‘Because ye have hardened your hearts against My doctrine {ill ye
‘cannot now receive it This is what is called judicial blindness’,
that is, blindness coming as a judgment upon obstinate resistance of

Light and grace.
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AD.2. 44 °Yo are of your father the devil, and the yyg,
s of your father ye will do.  He was a murdey,
LJehn 35 pom the beginning, and fabode mot i the trygy,
because thero is no truth in him. When he speq)’
eth a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is g, liar,
and the father of it.
‘nffjtgengﬁbecause I tell you the truth, ye believe
M:iJ GH{){;hich of you convinceth Me of sin? And if T
say the truth, why do ye not believe M)e?
sen10.25, 47 8 He that is of God heareth God’s words : ye
fhoma.6. therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God,
48 Then answered the Jews, and said unto Him
rveriz. Say we not well that Thou art a Samaritan, and

ch. 7. 20,

w1020, Dthast a devil?

—

44. “Ye are of your father the devil’> Jesus now speaks His
meaning plainly. Oh terrible words! And yet most needful to be
heard, that all may know whose children they make themselves when
they wilfully sin. By “Ye will do* is meant ‘ Ye will or desire to
‘do’, it being the same form of expression as in vil 17.

“ A murderer.”” As seeking the ruin of man and destroying souls,
as well as by prompting every murder from Cain’s downwards. The
Jews proved themselves his children by their plots to murder Jesus, and
by their rejection of the truth.

“ Abode not in the truth.” He is a spirit who hates and flees
from the light of truth (though once possessing that light before his
fall), and who will not suffer any portion of that light of truth to be
in him.

“He speaketh of his own:” &e. Lying is one of the peculiar
sins of the devil, being one of those sins in which we not only yield
to his temptation, but also copy his example, and make ourselves like
him. He is called the father of lies because he was the inventor of
lying, having seduced our first parents by the lie, “ Ye shall not surely
“die” (Gen. iii. 4.). And is he not a liar every hour, falsely saying in
the sinner’s ear, * God is not so strict as men say’, ¢ The pleasure of this
; ]fji]l] ']li 11:;01‘1:11 the risk’, * There will be time enough for repentance’, and

e like?

45. “Because I tell you” &c. Being children of the devil, the
father of lies, these Jews could not love or accept the truth. False-
hood was dearer to them than truth.

_ 48, “Which of you convinceth” &e. That is, ¢ Which of you can
(convict Me of any sin? Ts not My life a witness to My words? If
you cannot find a fault in My conduct, can you think Me capable
‘of deceiving by My words?’ _
q )3;71-1 “fH(: &;’hat is of God” &e, The words “of God” here mean
i theowh ;J » O “a child of God’: and this verse is the summing up-t’

yet a fir lo ¢ argument, pronouncing a terrible judgment, though 1O
at sentence, upon His unbelieving hearers (See on 16, and 21.).

48. “Say we not well” &, The two things which the Jews here



St. JOHN, VIII.

49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil: but T A.D.29.
honour My Father, and ye do dishonour Me. |
50 And I seek not Mine own glory : there isten.s 41
One that seeketh and judgeth. &1 18
51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, ¥If a man keep xcn.5. 21,
My saying, He shall never see death. : & 1. 26.

52 Then said the Jews unto Him, Now we know
that Thou hast a devil. ! Abraham is dead, and!Zech. 1.5
the prophets; and Thou sayest, If a man keep My e AL
saying, he shall never taste of death.

53 Art Thou greater than our father Abraham,
which 18 dead? and the prophets are dead: whom
makest Thou Thyself?

54 Jesus answered, mIf T honour Myself, My =ck.5 5.
honour is nothing : it is My Father that honour- &16 1.
eth Me; of whom ye say, that He is your God:  Acts3.13

say about our Lord may possibly be said in answer to the two things
He has gaid about them; as though it were, ¢ Thou sayest we are no
“true children of Abraham; we say Thou art a Samaritan: Thou sayest
‘we are no true children of God; we say Thou hast a devil.” ¢Sama-
‘ritan” was a term of far deeper reproach than * Galilean.” It implied
a perverter of God’s Law and a promoter of a false worship (See on
St. Matt. x. 5.). It may have been that our Lord’s visit to Sychar
and intercourse with the hated Samaritans (as related in iy.) may
have led the Jews to call Him a Samaritan, They did not suppose
Him to be a Samaritan by birth.

49. “I have not a devil ;> &c. Observe the calm simplicity of this
answer. Jesus simply denies the graver charge (the lighter one of being
a Samaritan He does not care to deny), and then takes His hearers
once again back to the great truth they had so often heard with deaf
ears—that truth which was the key to all His words and actions—
“T honour My Father.”

50.  There is One that seeketh and judgeth.” That is, God the
Father, who sought His Son’s glory, and judged between Him and those
who dishonoured Him. The judging here spoken of is plainly not that
final judgment of which it is written, “The Father judgeth no man
(v. 22.), but that discerning between the right and the wrong, the true
and the false, which is a part of God’s ommiscience, for “ the”eyes of
“the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good™ (Prov.

xv. 3.). . .

51, * o shall never see death.”” That 18, ‘He shall never die.
Christ speaks of the death of the soul, for to Htug theddegttltlh o& ‘%}e }Jg:i%
is a li ' rthy to be accounted as death, e Jew
A th not the things of the Spirit

naturally (for “the natural man receive )
“of (i‘:oc{ ”(, Or1 Cor. ii. 14.), mistook our Lord’s meaning, and supposed

Hi ak of t I death. o _
It’?;:.t?‘ ?}egkhgioilpgisem” &c, This saying 18 like that w?nch gur
Lord had spoken before concerning bearing witness of Himself (See
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¢t ©ye have not Iknown Him; but
say, 1 know Him not II kngy,
but I know H’inl Shan

A.D. 29, 1515) Y
ocb. . 23,20, Him ¢ and if T should

be a liar like unto you.

keep His saying. .
erakel0.2 50 Your father Abraham P rejoiced to geq u
1y

e 11,16 day: 9and he saw i, and was glad.

the question, Whom make,;;;\
“gelf? ", ‘and His meaning 18, <If I say that which I am, and thuou Thy.
« Myself, I should gain no acceptance. Ye would only reject MS[ glorify
mony concerning Myself. Therefore I appeal to My Fath Y testi-
“honourcth Me, in ihat all My mighty works are done in H'er, Who
‘and in His power.” *So also Christ glorified not Himself to i‘f Namg
¢ an High-Priest: but He that said unto Him, Thou art My S © Mmade
«day have I begotten Thee” (ILeb. v. 5.). Y Ron; to.
55. “If I should say,” &c. For ‘hri
the Father would be as.;’ falsc as for glg ]Islfﬂfe?liz%}i’ngl 3 elt(vnew not God
lznex.v Him. Yet how different, both in mature and jns ;{O SFW they
Christ’s knowledge of the Father from that which could be eg;_e .
any mere man. Clhrist knew Him through His perfect an% ned by
union with Him as God : man can only know Him as He is r etelvnal
?'11(1 'ma.mfosted in the Son. Christ Himself declares that ne Vel
‘\‘ligi‘;le;lcllvgéf If[‘?tgl’?r(,sg 61?; i the 2’870)11’ and le to whomsoever t}?e Igg:]
» . Mat, xi. 27.). :
58, “Your father A » « Ohris
:: st{allxgegs_ to ’%}e race E’F aﬁ%ﬁ%hmﬁcéf thgjl;l 1 iiZI‘Zhg‘l}Tiivtgziata:he{ :Veﬁe
rejoiced in” (St. Ch “ » o Wwha
fio G of H(is ﬁrstr ?ﬁ%smmi;)' By the “day” of Christ is here meani
actusl day of His Birth vent or coming in the flesh,—mot alone th
the whole of His ea,rﬂllliy ,litl"éor ?llleli?ic;l:%g i ?11; Hi%’ Cradror, bui
is used, not for one parti iy © nner the “ Year of the Lord”
tation to the world (Sléglgﬁuéirﬁ eﬁr,_but for the time of His manifes-
“first Advent) was over, and th uke iv. 19.). “When that (our Lord’s
“future appearance the word g aﬂ?tlon o directed to another and
“used of His second cc-mi;fv o Iﬂ]’e Day” of the Lord—came to be
toes By e ceg S AV Bl i AL N o netied
hope when on earth seeino ﬂllng' No doubt he rejoiced in faith and
rejoicing in faith and ho : rh'f promise afar off. It is with this his
16 imbolict of the Heoee it ot o sougront Toil Wolkd o e
“And ho saw | f &If(ic?aiisangz &)i;AIbIraham. But when our Lord addls',
and to speak of Abraham asg R to add a farther thought,
the di seeing and r i
stant hope—of t : ejoicing in the fulfilment—
stnd i pe—of the promised blessi g e fulfilment—not
m to speak .of Abraham’s j ing. _If so, then we must under-
joy in Paradise. He saw the day

by faith wh .
en on earth, and rejoiced in the sight: he saw it, when it

came, iIl it .
8 fulfilment, and again he was glad. Doubtless he, and the

rest who “died in fajth :
of Test in {he unsef{;arllth (Heb. xi, 133, were permitted from their place
the fulfilment of the ‘;;Oﬂd (See St. Luke xvi. 22,), to behold Wiﬂlj joy
efore Christ Himself thes they had cherished :w’hile on earth evell
With the jo news’(% en the Atonement was completed vis'ited’ then
Itll(:tlce that our Lorg's ee 1 8t. Pet. iii, 19,), It must not escape OUF
¢y said that Abrah words refer back to the words of the J wsp when
am wa3 dead (See 53.), He showg t]fem then

onv.31.). Heis answering
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57 Then said the Jews unto Him, Thou art A.D.29.
pot yeb fifty years old, and hast Thou seen Abra~
ham ? . )

58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Before Abraham was, *1 am. » . 8. 14,

50 Then ®took they up stones to cast at Him: 5%7%5

put Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple, F%%5 4

A0 A 1 .10.31, 39,
tgoing through the midst of them, and so passed®glo3
b}'- t Luke 4. 30,

by these words (if indeed we are right in supposing that “ he saw it”
refers rather to the sight of the fulfilment than to the prophetic fore-
sight in which the patriarch rejoiced while on earth,) that Abraham
was not really dead, but still living, and capable of rejoicing in that
which they, his children after the flesh, scorned and rejected.

57. “ Thou art not yet’” &c. Some have gathered from this verse
the idea that our Lord’s appearance was such as to make Him scem
older than His real age, which, as we know, was thirty three. We can
well believe that the “ Man of sorrows™ would appear worn and aged.
But this verse can scarcely be pressed so far. The Jews simply spoke
in round numbers, as we say, and they would not be careful to guess
at our Lord’s exact age when their only object was to express their
mocking scorn at the idea that One not yet fifty years old could have
seen one who lived two thousand years before.

58. “Before Abraham was, I AM.” These words, introduced by
the solemn “ Verily, verily” (See on i. 51.), are of the greatest weight
as a declaration of our Christ's Divine nature and pre-existence. But
first let us see how they fit in with what has gone before. We should
rather have expected the Jews to have asked, ‘How can Abraham
‘have seen Thee?’ instead of “Hast Thou seen Abraham?” And
then our Lord might have told them, ¢ Abraham is not dead, but alive,
‘and he is even now rejoicing in that salvation which ye despise.” But
the Jews, putting their question in the other form, give our Lord the
occasion for these glorious words, which teach us another and a far more
precious truth, even that He, the speaker of them, is God from ever-
lasting to everlasting, the great “I AM " (See on 24.), whose existence
is not measured by time, “for a thousand years in His sight are
“but as yesterday, seeing that is past as a watch in the night” (Ps.
xc. 4.). Thus He was before (in very truth eternally before) Abraham ;
to whom also thoughtful persons have always held that He was pleased
to reveal Himself, especially in Him who is called “the Lord™ at the
time of the destruction of Sodom (See Gen. xviii.). It is worth while
to notice that this passage is chosen as the Gospel for the 5th Sunday
in Lent, on which day Exod. iii, in which _God reveals Himself to
Moses by the name “ I AM”, is the 1st Morning Lesson.

59, “Then took they up”® &c. They plainly so far understood our
Lord as to consider His words blasphemous, as claiming for Himself
what belongs only to God.

“Jesus hid Himself.” Probably by making Himself invisible
(See on v. 13, and St Luke iv. 30.). “As Man, He fled from the

“stones: but woe to them from whose stony hearts God fleeth!”
(8t. dugustine.)



Sr. JOHN, IX.
A.D.29. CHAPTER IX.

1 The man that was born Wind restored to sight. 8 He is brougny ¢
Tharisees. 13 They ave affended at i, and excommunicate hin, . 2 the

he 1s received of Jesus, and confesseth Him. 39 Who they qr t
Christ enlighteneth, ¢ Whom

“AND as Jesus passed by, He saw a man wh;
A was blind frogl his birth. hich
9 And His diseiples asked Him, saying, Mastey
inss  3who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he wage
born blind ? |
3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinneq
ben.1.4 nor his parents: ®but that the works of God should
be made manifest in him,

CHAPTER IX.

The Healing of the Man born blind.

1, “Blind from his birth.” There are six cases of bli i
healed specially recorded in the Gospels (See St. Mat‘:.n?;l e8287}_)§3n]g
xx, 20—34. St. Mark viil. 22—26, and the present passao'e.). but this
is the only case in which we are fold that the man healed was blini
from birth. Tt therefore excited the more notice and wonder, f %
“gince the world began was it not heard that any man Opene(f t]gl
“eyes of one that was born blind” (32.). Probably this poor beg i
was well-known to the disciples by sight, =

2. “Who did sin,” &e. The disciples seem t
popular belief amonér the Jews that lsevere suffgrill)lzvewa?g Oal,)liig ;he
punishment for great sin (See on St. Luke xiii. 1—5.).  Their qu yt X
seems to have arisen from a difficulty in the presér;t insta.nc% owing
;0 tl.xelan?lﬂhgti}onﬁlljavmuﬁg‘ been from birth, so that it could hardlyogzanzga

unishment for the sufferer’s own sins. Thus th b
his parents may have brought this : el sugg_e‘st‘t at perhz}p 5
gf ﬁ%hel fat]%)er being visited ti)lpon lllisutlz)l?iridhm;itbgn;higte&‘:llféyﬂllgyS;I?g

ifficulty before their * Master”, askin Hi ini K
%P;EBHI:OSSIU& (tas_t Trench thinks) thatg th;s cﬁlsjé?;?;]s d:i[(:cl lli,oth Oa:: e:lf;

_ see that i1t was impossible t ic .

tion could not be true, siII)lce thee %?itng_n?] side at least of their ques-
before bis birth : and %0 that they asked]at]ll could not have sinned
might about any other great calamity coming }[g &P‘?Stlon Just as they

3. “Neither hath this man sinned” &c P]e'lr]mhce'
not mean to state that neither this man ‘hi aluly one Liong 408
His answer means that neither b 1111_01‘ 8 parents were sInners.
to bring the blindness as a punis h;:} Blrlltzr &‘s parents had so sinned as
ness was in order that God’s glory sho 1&1 Bbgrue cause of the blind-
Thus our Lord would condemn a{lyh E o et ortl, In e fure
count of their sufferings. These are iros ,}udgm Snis ?f others on ac-

' proof of God's anger. They

are more often ‘ . i
“ chasteneth,” R Gk 19“3' For “whom the Lord loveth He

L “As Jesus pas ed " . '
ot refer to the ety 00 This need (may simply mean, *
of at the end of t%glil; fsc%aag tgfoﬁli ‘ passed b}'-y an, Ong day as Jesus
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-4 T must work the works of Him that sent Me, A.D.29.
while it is day: the night cometh, when no maneen 4. 51,

can WOrk. & 5. 19, 36,
5 As long as T am in the world, T am the Light §12%
of the world. dch.1.5,9.
6 When He had thus spoken, ®He spat on the &5 13 &
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and He o Mo 1.5,

2anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, %%

1 . . Or, spread
7 and said unto him, Go, wash fin the pool of e cay up-

. . . . . on the eyes
Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) & He went of the biind
man.

his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.  ¢yen 3 15.

g Seo 2 Kin. 5. 14.

4. “I must work” &c. Jesus had just said that the blindness of
the blind man before them was in order * that the works of God “should

“be made manifest in him.” He now says He must work those works
“while it is day”, that is, while the time of His earthly ministry lasted,
while He was “in the world” (5.). His works are God’s works.

“The night cometh,” Our Lord means that His working of God’s
works on earth would come to an end, even as the night stops the
work of the earthly labourer.. So He must make no delay. Here
was an occasion He must not lose of doing the *“works of God.”

5. “I am the Light of the world.” He is “the true Light which
““lighteth every man that cometh into the world” (i. 9.). He is the
“Sun of righteousness” arising on the earth *“with healing in His
“wings” (Mal. iv.2.). Behold here the key to the spiritual under-
standing of this great miracle. All miracles are parables. And here
we see that in giving sight to one born blind our Lord proclaims a far
deeper and more glorious truth than the mere bodily blessing contained,
namely the truth that He was come to dispel the clouds of spiritual
darkness, and to give light to the souls of men born blind. The title
our Lord here takes to Himself—the Light of the world”~—is one He
claims on several other occasions (See especially viii. 12. xii. 46.).

8. “Made clay” &c. We are not able to pronounce upon the
reasons for the acts of our Saviour in healing this blind man. Of
course we may not attribute the cure to any healing property in the
clay, It was a miracle ; and the anointing with the clay was only the
channel of the divine power. Probably the reasons for our Lord’s pro-
ceedings were in some way connected with the spiritual welfare of the
blind man, helping his weak faith, or arousing his personal sense of grati-
tude and attachment to his Benefactor (See on St. Mark vii. 33, viii. 25.),

7. “Go, wash” &c. This was possibly, in part at least, to wash
away the clay. But it is plain that by the command the blind man’s
faith was put to the test, and his willing obedience, like that of the
Ten Lepers (St. Luke xvii. 14.), received its blessing. How different
was the conduct of Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings v. 10—12,)!

“Siloam.” A pool, the ruins of which remain to this day, to the
south-east of Jerusalem, and close beneath the walls. It is impossible

to suppose St. John to have stated the meaning of the word unless to
call special aftention to that meaning. The blind man was told to
g0 1o the waters of the pool which was called “Sent.” Must not the
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g The neighbours therefore, m{g. ﬂ{@y which 1,
fore had seen him that he was blind, said, Tg o
this he that sat and b.ogged?

9 Some said, This is he:
him ¢ but he said, 1 am he.

10 Therefore said they unt

A.D. 29,

others said, He ig like

o him, How werg thing
o pnemed |
ey 1‘;‘ 9;1;;11:1118“,91.0{_1 and said, * A Man that is calleq
Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said
unto me, -Go to the pool of Siloam, gmd wash ; anq
I went and washed, and T received sight.
12 Then said they unto him, Where is Ho? 1,

said, T know not. . .
13 They brought to the Pharisces him that afore.

ime was blind,
’(ll]l_l.l ;\&nd it was the sabbath day when Jesus magq
the clay, and opened his eyes.

15 Then again the Pharisees also asked him how
he had received his sight. He said unto them, He
sut clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see,

16 Therefore said some of the Pharisees, Thig
Man is not of God, because He keepeth not the

b yer, 6, 7.

Evangelist intend us to think of Him who was the Sent (the “ Apostle”
Hebr. iii. 1.), and to whom we must go for light in our darkness? The
ancient fathers often compare this pool of Siloam to the waters of Bap-
tism, in which we find spiritual cleansing from the guilt of our original
sin through Him whom God hath sent to redeem us. On the supposi-
tion that this pool is the same as that of Bethesda See on v. 2.).

9. “He is like him.,” The gift of sight would greatly alter the
man’s appearance, and would quite account for any doubt in the minds
of some as to his being the same blind beggar whom they had often seen.

11. “A Man that is called Jesus.”” This was all he knew as yet.
His bodily eyes were opened, but even they had not yet looked upon
his Benefactor. Soon his spiritual eye is to be opened to believe in,
and to worship, the Son of God (See 35—88.).

13, “They brought” &e. Plainly these persons were under the
influence of the Pharisees, and not well disposed towards Christ. By
tPe Pharisees is probably meant the Sanhedrin or Council (See on
St. Matt. xxvi, 3.), in which the Pharisecs were at this time the most
numerous and powerful party. There is nothing to show that the
people brought any charge against either the man or Christ, though
the next verse, stating that the healing took place on the Sabbath,
may suggest one reason for their wishing to bring the case before the
authorities.

inlr%fe:eﬁgmtn'”h Not that the Pharisees had asked him before, but

Pt ¢@ to the questioning of the neighbours (10.). ;
ednens ;ﬂiﬂﬁs Man i3 not of God,” &. The miserable narrow-mind-

of the Jews about the Sabbath is astonishing, They continually



Sr. JOHN, IX,

qabbath day.  Others H:ii(’,r’ How c::lm_ a man _t.ha,t ﬁS! A. I; 29.
a Sinnoer do Hl;(‘.]i miracles?  And ¥ there was a ¢ ‘k:]?h:};ziz
"al among then. ch. 7. 12,
\i?‘:(')l"_l’lllli{‘a.\' rtie::y unto the 1>1_inrl man again, W].mt %3'&10‘19'
gayest thou of  IHim, that He hath opencd thine )
oves? Mo said, 'He is a prophet. i g
“18 But the Jews did not believe concerning lnm,
that he had been blind, and received his slg]}t, unt_ll
they called the parents of him that had received his
sight. _ _

19 And they asked them, saying, Is this your son,
who ye say was born blind? how then doth he
now see?

20 His parents answered them and said, We know
that this 1s our son, and that he was born blind :

21 but by what means he now seeth, we know

charge our Lord with breaking the Sabbath by His miracles of mercy.
The Evangelists record as many as six instances of this charge being
brought against Ilim (See, besides the present, St. Matt. xii. 2, 10;
St. Liuke xiii. 14 ; xiv. 3; St. John v. 10.). No doubt to some extent
the Jews rather sought for some charge against our Lord than really
believed in the sinfulness of His act, yet the little rules and distinctions
they observed as to what was lawful and what unlawful on the Sabbath
were most absurd (See on St. Matt. xii. 2. and on St. John v. 17.).

“Others said,” &c. Among these more right-minded Pharisees
would doubtless be Nicodemus, who had said to our Lord, “No man
“can do these miraeles that Thou doest, except God be with him”
(iii. 1; See also vii. 50.), and perhaps Joseph of Arimatheea.

17. ““What sayest thou &c. In reading this we should put force
upon the word “thow.” 'The Tharisces, divided among themselves,
turned to the man, thinking perhaps that he could tell them more
about Jesus, or at least that he could give them his impression con-
cerning the nature of his own cure. The question means, ¢ What
‘sayest thow of Him in that He hath opened thine eyes?’—or, ‘with
‘regard to His opening of thine eyes?” Whether this question was
put by the party favourable to our Lord, or by those who said He was
“not of God”, does not appear. Probably by the latter, who seem to
have taken the lead, and to have been the most numerous. If so, they
llljopgd to hear from the man something they could turn against our

ord.

“He is a Prophet.”” That is, One sent by God, and endowed with
miraculous power. Observe the boldness of this poor man. He will
not be frightened into hiding his real opinion of his Benefactor Si;?
a1§0 30.). He confesses Christ before men ; and Christ confesses hi
(See on’'39.).

18, “The Jews did not believe’” &c. They did not because they
would not believe. 'These Jews were the obstinate bigoted party, who
were resolved to believe no good of Jesus,

Zz
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ed his eyes, we know et .
he is of age; ask him: he shall SPF’-“]‘ for himself,

want1s. 22 These words spake his parents, becauso » the

&12a eoved the Jews: for the Jews had agreed alrealy

& 19, 33, B . g Toany,
Acts6.33. 4110t if any man did confess that He was Christ, g

svenss. Mghould be put out of the synagogue. —
it 94 Therefore said his pavents, He is of age; agk
Liim. _
94 Then again called they the man ’ghat was b]md,
© Josh. 7. 12 and said unto him, © Give God the praise: Pwe knoy
Lsun 63 41 0t this Man is a sioner.
e thQ% %19‘5 answered and said, Whether He be a sinnep
or no, I know not : one thing I know, that, whereas
T was blind, now I see. '
26 Then said they to him again, What did He to
thee ? how opened He thine eyes?
27 He answered them, I have told you already,
and ve did not hear: wherefm.'e would ye hear
again? will ye also be His disciples?

A.D.2. not; or who hath open

92, ¢ Put out of the synagogue.” This punishment varied in se-
verity. The lightest form of it was the being shut out from the syna-
gogue for thirty days: the heaviest the being cut off altogether, with
a curse or anathema. It was among the Jews what excommunication
is among Christians (See on 1 Cor. v. 5; 1 Tim. i. 20.).

24, “ Give God the praise.”” This is frequently misunderstood, as
though the Jews admitted the fact of the miracle, but bade the man
ascribe his cure to God, and not to Christ, who was a sinner. DBut
the Jews did not admit the fact of the miracle at all, and scem here,
having recalled the man, to wish to make him believe that they have
discovered his imposture, and that his wisest course is to confess that
he has been lying. The words mean, ¢ Give glory to God’, that is,
by confessing thy guilt. So Joshua said to Achan, “ My son, give, I
“pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession unto
“Him” (Josh. vii. 19.). Tt is a solemn appeal to the man to remember
that he is in God’s presence, and to confess the truth.

“We know that this Man is a sinner,”. And that therefore 1le
could not have wrought the miracle. Of course these words were
spoken by the powerful party among the Pharisces who were bitterly
opposed to Christ. There were some who thought better things (16.),
but these were few, and had little power,

25. “Whether He be a sinner” &e. The man does not in the
Iegust mean to allow that he thought Jesus might be a sinner, only he
g’;l} ot enter into that question. There was the great fact—a man

m blind and now sceing. That was enough for him.

" 26. “What did He to thee?” Probably they wish to get some

dléher“ewc‘.tence from the man of our Lord breaking the Sabbath.

ironT: (q?‘& ye &1§0 be His disciples?” This is plainly spoken i
¥ (See Bt Mark vii, 9.), the beggar growing bolder as he proceedsy
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98 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art His A.D.29.
disciple; but we are Moses’ disciples. '

29 We know that God spake unto Moses: as jfor
this Fellow, 4we kuow not from whence He is. — aeh.s34

30 The man answered and said unto them, * Why = ch. 3. 10.
herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know mot
from whence He is, and yef He hath opened mine
eves.

) . g Job 27, 9,
'31 Now we know that ®God heareth not sinmers: &35 12
put if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth & 4. 10

His will, him He heareth. R e

32 Since the world began was it not heard that &g 5>
3 5
any man opened the eyes of one that was born Iw-[;in
blind 814,12,
. Ezek. 8. 18

33 tIf this Man were not of God, He could do Micah 3.4.
nothing, s vor. 16,
34 They answered and said unto him, *Thou wastjger®

altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? yumicated
And they 2cast him out. ver. 22,

and not caring to hide from the unbelieving Pharisecs his own love
and admiration of Christ,

29. “We know not from whence He is.”* That is, from whence
come His power and commission and authority.

80. “Why herein is a marvellous thing,” &c. This again is
spoken in irony (See on 27.). The simple earnestness and the un-
daunted courage of this poor man are alike most remarkable. No
words could be more fitting or more forcible than these with which
he answers the blind Pharisees.

81l. “God heareth not sinners.”” That is, of course, God heareth
not wilful and hardened sinners so as to grant them such wonderful
powers. Before, this man had passed over the remark of the Pharisees
that Jesus was a sinner (See on 25.). But he is bolder now, and
proves beyond a question that Jesus is no sinmer. That God had
granted Him such power as He had displayed in the miracle of healing
the blind man proved that He was acceptable to God.

33. “He could do nothing,” That is, nothing miraculous, such
as Jesus had done.

34, “Thou wast altogether” &c. This seems to be only angry
abuse. They had no argument by which to meet the beggar’s courageous
address, and so they tell him he was “ altogether born in sin,” a wretched
1gnorant wicked man,—and yet venturing to argue with them,—the
learned and pious Pharisees!

“They cast him out.”” That is, out of the synagogue,—they ex-
communicated him (See on 22.). How truly did this poor man prove
the truth of our Lord’s words, “Blessed are ye, when men shall hate
“you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall
“reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s
“sake” (St. Luke vi. 22.), '

Zza
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ad cast him out; apg
]

35 Jesus heard that they had c
said unto him, Dog

when He had found him, He

< arat. 16. 3% thou believe on * the Son of God?
said, Who is He, Lord, thyt

& 16. 16.
Mark1.1. 96 He answered and

'_ilii\}x?ia?g?'m. T might believe on Him?
37 And Jesus said anto him, Thou hast both see
He that talketh with thee, 1

aid, Lord, I believe. And he wor-

A.D. 29,

yen 4.2 Jim, and 7it s
38 And he s

shipped Him.
vansezzr. 39 And Jesus said,  For judgment T am come into

oo ch B 1T 49,00 orld, #that they which see not might see ; and
2

s Mat.13.13 th1at they which see might be made blind.
40 And some of the Pharisees which were with

35. “When He had found him.” This ma I§ :
days. It could not have been (as some have sup{aoé%g()a 3?0313 ff;fr o
where Josus had foud the “impotent man” whom He had h elmplf’,
Bethesda (v. 14.), for, being “ cast out”. ha dared mot go thea ed at
least not till the time of his excommunication was over . Th -
and faithful man, who had already confessed Christ so fa 18 brave
EOW, 1S now to meet with his reward. “He that hath(rt ashhe s
fe??e dgw%fe He had faith ;fnow his faith is to be 1'1101‘(,3'{8(:3(‘1 ;fdssgrn
cted. receives * grace for » (i N =
J egus finds, and leavesgnot till t%l;aairciwrl( l:;a]_:;?.)‘: Lgfgp};ybiifeihgx wta
6. “Who is He, Lord,” &. Though as yet i T
of God, he is ready to believe C;s s’l(‘)gguzgnél 1?2 }let 1 ngOI}‘Jant ot
e"gléteadles the teachable. Jesus reveals ]':Iimsc;ffg't ltgstlgeel tnl]th' ot
. “Lord, I believe.” Such is his si Do
fession of faith, ftu;;r e]ike %}ﬁl cl)t? :‘ll'l}?ls sﬁnp}e Rk el bised -
« Jesus Christ is the Son of God” (Aefseviiit};;l?pmn’ “I believe that
for‘rzn HO: Words],] but utterances of the whole lléalfl)éndq;giﬁe e Ho e
He worshipped Him.” s o
of his faith, His faith I;Jx(l)rkinT}i)ef eby proving the reality and sincerity
feet in lowly and grate,f 1 a dorgt' y love, led him to fall at his Saviour’s
e gl ation. Blessed are all who thus believe,
39. “For judgment” &c. This sent i -
rﬁent upon the foregoing miracle, O 000! A51 &: S5 01 Titvinig G
:hf} final judgment of the world ; no;] h Lod, wes ool ok, G 0
things (Sce 81, Luke xii. 14). Yo i Cveny o g
, because by it the Lo ery coming was a ju in
ter brought to light. Hey%gz‘tfledg and their true state a,ndJchiagmc%
“fall and rising again of man ‘i]{ ?[S holy Simeon declared, “for tho
thmany hearts™ might “he rc\}:eal q srael,” and “that the thoughts of
e Stone, which was to some ; hi i Do i, 64,500, 29 ™t
and to others “a sto a chief Corer-stone, elect, precious,”
i 6 8 ne of stumbling and A8 S
striki % And this proving and gl‘ll  rock of offence” (1 St. Petc?
ey S the miracle, The poor Lling> of men was shown most
Tﬁlfui and true, and to him ?spoio‘fe bh]-l(1 beggar is proved to be the
proud Pharisees, who Professegd tc:ls:;ght’dbmh o o
, and supposed none 50 good

or o learned ag th
their wilful and obst?nnlaii}‘g‘:;ki?m shown to be Llind, and are left 12
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Him heard these words, Pand said unto Him, Are A.D.29.
we blind also? b Rom. 2. 10,
41 Jesus said unto them, °If ye were blind, ye«csh-15.22
ghould have no sin : but now ye say, We see; there- ™

fore your sin remaineth,

CHAPTER X.

st 48 the Door. and the good Shepherd. 19 Divers opinions of
d gﬁﬁ 924 He proveth by His works that He is Christ the Son of God:

39 escafaeth the Jews, 40 and went again beyond Jordan, where many
believed on Him.

40. “Are we blind also?” They could not help understanding
something of our Lord’s meaning, and they ask, in wrath and astonish-
ment, whether He ventures to accuse them of blindness,

41. “If ye were blind,” &ec. That is, ‘If ye were really blind—
‘unable to see the truth—then there would be an excuse for your con-
‘duct; but now ye boast of your light, and indeed ye have light, for
‘God has committed to you the light of His oracles,—ye might see
‘plainly enough, if ye would,—therefore ye are judged and condemned
‘—‘“your sin remaineth.”’ How awful a warning to those to whom
God has given the light of truth, and who will not use it!

CHAPTER X.

1—21., The True and the False Shepherds,

This passage is closely connected with the conversation at the end
of the last chapter. When the Pharisees asked, *“ Are we blind also?”
(ix. 40.), they doubtless meant, ¢ Are we—the leaders and teachers of
‘the people—to be charged with blindness? So that the discourse con-
cerning the true and the false shepherds would apply at once to them,
They had taken upon themselves to shut ont from God's fold one who
had entered in by the Door, thus proving that they themselves wero
no true and faithful pastors. Our Lord therefore declares first that
every true shepherd must enter by Himself as the Door, and afterwards
(in 7 and 9.) that what is true of the shepherd is true of the sheep,
He is the “Door of the sheep”, as He is of the shepherd.

We may observe that in the first six verses Jesus speaks chiefly of
luman shepherds, though He speaks of them in their likeness to Him-
self—the one true Shepherd. He does not unfold Himself in this
character till the later part of the discourse, and even then first speaks
of Himself as ““the Door” (7.) before the distinct announcement, I
“am the Good Shepherd” (11.). Thus His Divine teaching, as in
other cases (See especially the discourse in vi.), gradually ascends
from the lower to the higher. '

Or we may divide the passage in a different way, and say that in
the first ten verses our Lord speaks of Himself as the Door of the
ﬂleepfold, and then (in 11.) passes on to speak of Himsclf as the Good
Shepherd.

Lli)ke the Parable of the Vine (See on xv. 1.), this, though called
a parable (6.), is not one in the strict sense of the word, It is rather
& discourse cast in figurative language,

i




St. JOHN, X,
A.D. 2, TRILY, verily, I sa

y unto you, He that ¢,

eth not by the door into the shee fi ey,
climbeth up some other way, the same I;Scalg, g
and a yobber. thief

2 But he that entereth in by the door
shepherd of the sheep. y T 18 the

3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep heay

*‘\
1. “He that entereth not*® &e. The weigchty manner ; .
this saying is uttered, with the ¢ Verily, vcrily& (gm of. frmm :’}llllch
it to be rather a solemmn word of warning to the hearers than trhe 0}?'8
ginning of a new discourse. In this whole parable the « sheepfol 10;
represents the Church of Christ. For the old sheepfold of Tgrae] i
its narrowness was passing away, and changing into the new e
bracing world-wide sheepfold of the Catholic Church of Christ
“door” is plainly the important word in the whole passage, since the
great distinction between the true and the false shepherds lies in their
entering or not entering through the door. 'This door is Christ Him-
self, for He says, “I am the Door” (7.). What then is to enter in
the Door? 1t is spoken of those holding office, or taking upon them{
selves to hold office, as pastors in the Church of Christ. “These, to be
true pastors, must enter upon their office through the door of Christ,
They must be “truly called according to the will of our Lord Jesus
“ Christ” (See 1st question in the Ordering of Priests.). This has both
an inward and an outward sense: an inward, for no visible ordination
or outward commission will avail to. make a man a true pastor with-
out living faith in Christ; an outward, for no spiritual gifts or fancied
inward call will make a man a true pastor without visible ordination
and outward commission. As to the need of the inward faith in
Christ, it is well said, “ No self-confident deacon; no ambitious, or
“covetous, or ease-loving priest; no proud prelate; none of these,
“{hough in right lineal descent from the Twelve or the Seventy, enter
“the sheepfold by Churist the Door” (Is. Williams.). As to the need of
the outward commission, we may take the example of Christ Himself,
for it is written, “No man taketh this honour unto himself, but he
“that is called of God, as was Aaron. So also Christ.glorified not
« Himself to be made an High Priest; but He that said unto Hgll,
“Thou art My Son, to day have I begotten Thee” (Heb. v. 4, 5.)-
And again, St. Paul asks, “ How shall they preach except they be sent ?
(Rom. x. 15.). He who takes upon himself the office of pastor lagklllg
one or both of these requirements is called “a thief and a robber”, be-
cause he steals the sheep from the true fold, and draws tl_lem ;:m%’:l'}r
into paths full of peril. It may be obscrved how fitly this p‘ta‘*ﬁz‘f
has been chosen by the Church as one of the Gospels in the Ordine
tion of Priests, 2 "
3, “To him the porter openeth.” The ‘“porter”, or ‘gatfike_ep‘ihé
here is generally understood to mean the Holy Spirit, for _]l{t 1‘} his
Holy Spirit who strengthens every true pastor for the work OF ° -
ministry. working in him faith in Christ and likeness to Christ, 2
ry, working in him faith m L ] hands 0
confirming in him the gift given him in the laying on of ﬂlet ckeep of
the bishop and presbyters. It is also the same Divine Gate-

all-em-
. The

_
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his voice: and he ealleth his own sheep by name, A.D.29.
and leadeth them out. '
4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he
goefh before them, and the sheep follow him': for
they know his voice,
5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will
flee from him : for they know not the voice of
strangers.
6 This parable spake Jesus unto them : but they
understood not what things they were which He
spake unto them.

—

who opens to the pastor the hearts of the sheep, and blesses his going
among them.

“The sheep hear his voice”” By the “sheep” throughout this
parable is meant the true sheep only. These know and obey the voice
of the true pastor. They desire to be led, and are thankful for his
loving guidance. They “hear his voice”, because his voice is but
an echo of the Good Shepherd’s. He is to them an “ambassador for
“Christ” (2 Cor. v. 20.).

“He calleth his own sheep by name.” By “his own sheep” is
meant those whom God has committed to his care and keeping. ~This
verse surely describes a very intimate personal knowledge and affection
between the shepherd and the flock. But if true of the earthly shep-
herd, how much truer of the heavenly! ¢ The Lord knoweth them
“that are His” (2 Tim, iii, 19.), and has a separate care for each one
of them,

“TLieadeth them out.” Not away from the fold, but leadeth them
forth to the green pastures and still waters.

4, “When he putteth forth” &c. It is common in many countries
to see the shepherds walking in front of their sheep, and this practice
most beautifully pictures the duty of the shepherds of souls. True
pastors are ““ensamples to the flock” (1 8t. Pet. v. 3.). They not only
direct the sheep, but lead them. This again, which is true of all good
pastors, is plainly most true of the Good Shepherd. Precept is little
without example.

“The sheep follow him:” &c. Theso words draw a very striking
picture of the loving and trustful relations between the faithful pastor
and his flock. He walks before them, not only teaching, admonishing,
encouraging them, but also by his example showing them the way.
They follow him, knowing the voice which has often spoken words of
help to them before, and trusting the guidance they have proved. Oh
that this were a true picture of all pastors and all flocks! )

5. ¢ A stranger will they not follow,” &e. By a “stranger” is
meant a false teacher,—one who has not entered by the Door, and
who is therefore “a thief and a robber” (1.). DBut alas! many sh.eep
do follow strangers, being led astray by all mammer of false doctrine.
This is too true, but then these are not the loving trustful sheep, who
have known the guidance of a faithful shepherd. It is of such that
Christ here speaks, and such will not listen to the allurements of false
teachers,
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St. JOHN, X,
A.D.2. 7 Then said Jesus unto them agjfaln, Verily, verily
T say unto you, I am the Door o the shee;p, )
8 All that ever came before Me are thieves g
robbers : but the sheep did not hear them.
tt%. 92T am the Door: by Me if any man entep in
2
T W oor of the sheep.” Our Lord now partly unf,
thg'mg}mﬁﬁ; f;]f:‘l ai'h]c? figurative language He has-’ used, ftdd]ilg to it sg};}g
new thoughts. It 1s doubtful here whether t]ﬂl‘e1 wm”ds_ 1;}19 Door of
o The shocn” aro & simple explanation of the “c oor” in the first twe
verses, or whether they are to be taken in the w;ldei SeNse In which
i ihe Door” is used in verse 9. If the former, then ““the Door of 44
«gheep” must mean ‘the Door leading to the sheep—the Door by
¢which the true shepherds enter the sheepfold to tend the sheep’,
And it seems by the next verse probable that our Lord is speakiy
in this sense. Still most commentators understand the words in t)
wider sense, and point out here, what is certainly taught in verge 9,
that Christ is the way by which the sheep, as truly as the shepherd,
enter the fold. _

8. “ All that ever came before Me.” This, of course, cannot he
spoken of the prophets and priests under the old covenant, for, though
they conld not actually bear Christ’s commission in the same sense ip
which His ministers do now, yet they forefolgl of Him, and so dig
truly enter in by Him the Door. These ¢ thicves a.nd' robbers” are
plainly false teachers, who came into the fold not by Christ, but “some
“other way” (1.). They took upon thomsgah:es to feed the sheep with-
out having the Good Shepherd’s commission, and thus they were
“ thieves and robbers”, stealing away souls from the truth, and robbing
God of His own. And sach there are now.

““But the sheep did not hear them.” Not that some were not
deceived. But the true sheep—the faithful loving guileless ones among
God’s people—had grace given them to refuse to listen to the voice
of the false teachers. God bids not His sheep to follow blindfold any
that say they are shepherds. The sheep have a choice to make. Let
them pray to choose aright.

9. “I am the Door:” &c. This is now spoken in a wider scnse
than before. Before Jesus was the Door of cntrance for every true
pastor : kere He is the Door of entrance for every true sheep. Tt is
“any man”, who may now enter in by Christ, and be saved. There
is only one entrance for shepherd and sheep. We saw in the case of
the shepherd (See on 1.) that to enter by Christ as the Door means
to enter in the manner in which Christ wills and by the way which
He appoints, and that this has both an inward and an outward sense.
It is 50 also in the case of the sheep. To enter by Christ as the Door
must imply the necessity of a living Faith in Christ: but it must also
imply the necessity of that outward ordinance which Christ has willed
to appoint as the Sacrament of admission to His Church, ¢ He that
. believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (St. Mark xvi. 16.). This
1s nothing else than “ By Me if any man enter in he shall be saved”;
for the baptized believer has entered in by Christ. At the same timeé,
since our Lord’s whole discourse is concerning the faithful sheep O
His fold, 1t 18 probaplq that He is referring, not so much to the great
outward rite of admission, as to the faith which that rite presupposess
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he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find A.D.22.

ure.

P R18511'1"116 thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might
have life, and that they might have ¢ more a-
pundantly.

11 T am the Good Shepherd : the good shepherd »Jeai. 4011,
giveth his life for the sheep. 12,23,

12 But he that is an lireling, and not the shep- Hep. 1s:20.
herd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf &5s >
coming, and ©leaveth the sheep, and fleeth : and the ¢ Zech.11.
wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. T

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling,
and careth not for the sheep.

14 I am the Good Shepherd, and 4know My ¢2Tim.2.

sheep, and am known of Mine.

and without which its benefits must be forfeited. But “mnot only is
“Christ the Door, by which the sheep are at first admitted : it is by
“Him also that they go in and out, and find pasture. He is the Door
“both of grace here and of glory hereafter. It is by Him that we first
“enter the Church, and by Him that we find there food and pasture
“for our souls, in the Sacrament of His Body and Blood, in the study
“of His Holy Word, in the exercise of prayer and meditation, or in
“patient continuance in well-doing. It is by Him also that, if it so
“please God, when we leave this world, we shall enter into Heaven,
“where He Himself, the Lamb which is in the midst of the Throne,
" shall)feed us and lead us unto living fountains of waters” (Peter
Young.).

10. “I am come®” &e. Jesus is already passing from Himself as
the Door to Himself as the Shepherd, thus leading up to the words of
the next verse. He not only gives life to the sheep, but abundance
of life—a rich and plentiful store for such as hunger and thirst for it ;—
a life too far more blessed and overflowing than had been given under
the older covenant.

11. “I am the Good Shepherd:” &c. Here begins the second part
of this wonderful discourse (See on 1.)., The Door has passed into
the Shepherd. 'Who is not at once reminded of the prophet’s exquisite
picture ; “He shall feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather
“the lambs with His Arm, and carry them in His Bosom, and shall
“gently lead those that are with young” (Is. x1. 11.)? Yet here there
is more than in this picture; for the Good Shep}ler@ gives not only
His loving care and tender guidance, but even His life itself, for the
sheep, “Greater love hath no man than this” (xv. 13.). )

12. “He that is an hireling,” &c. The hired shepherd will not
care for the shecp as their owner does. He will not risk his life for
them, But Christ is no *hireling”, baving the care of the flock of
another. The sheep are His own. The Father gave them to Him,
and He will shed His Life-blood to save them from the wolf.

14, “And know My sheep,” &c. The English translation in this
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AD.2. 15 °As the Father knoweth Me, even 8o kngy

o mut 1127, the Father : fand T lay down My life for the ghe; I

fb 151316 And Sother sheep I have, which are net P'f
this fold: them also I must bring, and they Sh"gl

bEzck. 8T Lear My voice; " and there shall be one fold, 66;1 d

22,
Fjh 214 one Shepherd.

Jugsit: 17 Therefore doth My Father lovo Me, i becausg
832 o Ilay down My life, that I might take it again,
———_-_-__"-"
place is not so clear as it should be. Tho first part of verse 15 shoy)
be joined with verse 14, and the whole sentence should run thus .h___,d
‘know My sheep, and am known of Mine, even as the Father know tI
¢Me, and I know the Father.) Thus Christ compares the close ot
intimate knowledge between Himself and His sheep with that wha_nld
exists between Himself and the Father. This is no mere knowle i(’h
of an all-secing eye; it is the knowledge of an all-loving heart .___(;(%e
léno‘ivledgle. of }hgse who gmre more than friends, and closer than brc;therse
Such a knowledge we believe to be in the Shepherd : -
rarely do we ﬁudg it in the sheep! pherd : but alas! how
16. “ Other sheep.” Plainly of the Gentiles, * this fold” signify;
the Jews, from whom the first “little flock™ of Ohrist’;) dissilg]lélsf};lg
gathered. Christ says, “I have” these other sheep. So also He s ?g
to }‘{15 apostle at Corinth, “I have much people in this city” (Aal
xviii. 10.), though as yet He had them not. But He knew 1:]:1@y sh clts
be His. These He “must bring”, that is, bring into His fold yfzs ((()‘1}1?1
be praised!) He has already in His mercy brought us. And n’o(W th ,
are to be no more national distinctions ; the Church of Christ i o
tholic, or universal; “God is no respecter of persons” (Actsb 18340 P
Jews and Gentiles are to form “one fold”, or, as it more lit X.ll o
‘one flock’, under One Shepherd. S R By
17. “Therefore doth My Father” &e. This lov
;;g'ﬁ;ﬁs OghgefSOH : gpl‘ings fi necessity from that iﬂlﬁniethiiaoi%;z
( ¢ ore (See on 14.). But fa B2 ot Jegiy
His laying down of His life )is th:al tcflrl-z?; fl:;sf {[1]:]; alli‘%t%:y ﬁu}r rL(')eId Lo
;fl af grea mystl.cry, Perhaps it cannot be rightly untfie;st?):)(c}l.tilim;ﬁ
steries ar , 5 -
Sacrifice. That Sacriﬁc; Was\’v"‘«lljf;;gogfptrloducted b%f ot Scl)n’s gl
blessed Trinity, and thou 1e eloral ouhifel of €6 OVer-
’ gh the Son said, “Lo! I T
to do the Father's will that He , I' T come”, yet it was
versi_ty of will. Thus, al’fhoughcill:;e.F Ft‘ﬁt‘hell‘ D, Som; 780 1o d'I‘
Sacrifice, yet He loves Him, and has 511-'cr oves the Son for His
whose will in dying for man is in 6 f oret. Sl _etema.lly, as One
We must observe moreover that the 113361 ect. unity with His own will.
pose of the Son as the Cruci}ixi :ﬁ?}m Behign. i mevct e 2
“the Crown through the Cross” 01;{-1 is will was to earn (as Man)
except with the purpose of 537 (Alf ord.). He could not will to die
perfect unity of will, and tﬁ‘lﬁll%g‘agalll, And in this too was thero
e Son. S a0 1t Is s o s Batnes at e en e Son
(§ee 1 Cor. xv, 15)), and o? 1‘[hO the Father that Ho raised the [0
Son had power to lay d the Son that He raised Himself. The
did 0 lay down His life, and t i . al He
50 by  commandment” of the Fathe (108 Sakc Hagatn, end yes
3 Father (18,
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18 No man taketh it from Me, but T lay it down A.D.29.
of Myscelf. 1 have power to lay it down, and I
k have power to take it again. This commandment x cn. 2. 19.
have T received of Miy_ ].? z'liht‘r. ) MR
19 ™ There was a division therefore again among Acts2 4,

the Jews for these sayings. m ch. 7. 43,
20 And many of them said, » He hath a devil, n T 20

and is mad ; why hear ye Him ?

21 Others said, These are not the words of him
that hath a devil. °Can a devil Popen the eyes of eFx. 4.11.
the blind? 6. 04, 9.

& 146. 8.
Pn{‘:)h. 9,6, 7,
22 9 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the %
dedication, and it was winter.

Our Lord here distinctly asserts His
Divine power over His own life. His enemies could have had no
ower against Him except by His own free will. We remember how,
when submitting to be taken captive by them, He said, “ Thinkest
“thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently
“give Me more than twelve legions of angels #” (St. Matt. xxvi. 53.).

““ This commandment’’ &e. Having asserted His Divine sovereignty,
Jesus again bows to His accepted humiliation. It is as though He
said, ‘I have a will and power over My life and death, yet My will
‘is to obey My Father’s will.” Mark too the Psalmist’s words, applied
in the Epistle to the Hebrews to Christ, ¢ Then said I, Lo, I come:
“in the volume of the book it is written of Me; I delight to do Thy
«will, O I)SIy God: yea, Thy law is within My Heart” (Ps. x1. 7, 8;
Heb. x. 7.).

19, “A division.” As there had been before, immediately after the
miracle of healing the blind man (See ix. 16.). We must bear in
mind that the discourse in this chapter grew out of the miracle re-
corded in the last (See on the beginning of this chapter), so that the
“division” here spoken of was probably only at a later hour in the same
day with that spoken of in the last chapter. Indeed it is plain that
the miracle of the opening of the blind man’s eyes was still present
to the thoughts of the people, since those who took our Lord’s part
in the “division” ask again, as before (ix. 16.), “Can a devil open
“the eyes of the blind ¥ (21.).

18. “No man taketh it* &ec.

22—42, Discourse at the Feast of Dedication.

22, “The feast of the dedication.” This Feast, which was held
in December, was not one of Divine appointment, but was instituted

were plainly those next before our Lord’s

22, ¢ ; the dedication.” We ext |
The foan o D cams last Passover, that is, in the last year

have no note of the time of any event

between the mention of the Feast of
Tabernacles in vii. 2. and the mention
of the Feast of Dedication in this place.
The former took place in October, the
latter in December, and both Feasts

of His public ministry. Many accord-
ingly think that all that has been re-
lated from the beginning of chapter vii.
to this place took place at the Feast
of Tabernacles (but See Note on ix, 1.).
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AD.2 93 And Jesus walked in the temple 9in SOlOImn’s
@ Acts 3. 11, .

& 5. 12 yoreh. ‘
) : 94 Then came the Jews 1'01:;}11%‘1 ha(t)ll)lo%t Hlim’ ang
¢ o, caid unto Him, How long dos make yg 4

haid wsin - doubt? If Thou be the Christ, ﬁll us plainly,
95 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye p
Leved not: T the \.vorks that I do In My Fﬂﬂler’g
i name, they bear witness of Me.
,&u:r 96 But *ye ’lielio\;e(a) not; because ye are not of My
Lo G 100 s T said unto you.
b ver. 4, 14, thE.?} tMy sheep hear My voice, and T know them,
and they follow Me: . |
sensar. 28 and I give unto them eternal life; and “the
SITILI2 o1l never perish, neither shall any man Pluc]‘;

them out of My hand.

——

by Judas Maccabeus about two hundred years before this time in
memory of the purification and re-dedication of the Temple after it haq
been polluted by Antiochus (See 1 Mace. iv. 36—59. 2 Mace. x. 1—8),
“QOur Lord’s being pleased to honour it with His presence has been
“justly regarded as a proof of the lawfulness of the appointment of
“Teligious festivals by human authority, and of the obligation of the
“people to observe them” (P. Young.).

“Tt was winter.” This is said by St. John probably to account
for our Lord’s being in “ Solomon's Porch”, a covered and beautiful
portico or gallery on the East side of the Temple, and said to have
been part of the original Temple of Solomon. In the shelter of this
Perch our Lord was now walking.

24. “How long” &c. The Jews, who asked this question, perhaps
deceived themselves into thinking that they really could not decide
with regard to our Lord’s claims. ‘How long dost Thou keep us in
‘doubt? they ask, demanding from Him some plainor declaration of
‘His Messiahship than they had yet heard.

25. “I told you,” &c. Christ had often told them with sufficient
plainness who He was. It was not their heads which wanted con-
vincing, but their hearts. What He had said to them concerning the
Good Shepherd, as related in this very chapter, might have taught
them who He claimed to be, had they cared to learn, He will not tell
them more plainly, for He knows it would be in vain. They are not
His sheep, not of those who hear His voice, and follow Him. He
only reminds them once more of the witness which His own wWorks
11;16;1;110 Him (See v. 86.). This is enough for any candid truth-loving

28. “They shall never perish,” &e, This is the glorious gift which
i%i]goﬁgrghflﬁ‘erd gives to His sheep—oven eternal gsalvation.. :WQI'dS
hedn, . T \l 'ke stronger to express the perfect safety of Christ’s trué
o tlhe manner does St. Paul speak, when he says, “I a10

at neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,

HOr powers, nor things prosent, nor things to come, nor height, BOF
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20 *My Father, ¥y which gave them Mo, is greater A.D.20.
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of =ch. 14. 23,

My Father's hand. y(;(:h&}'.?' 2,
30 *1 and My Father arc one. » ch. 17. 11,

. 22,
31 Then ®the Jews took up stones again to stonescu.s. 6.

Ihim.
32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have
I shewed you from My Father; for which of those
works do ye stone Me?
33 The Jews answered Him, saying, For a good
work we stone Thee not ; but for blasphemy ; and
because that Thou, being a man, ® makest Thyself® ch. 5.18.
God.
34 Jesus answered them, Is it mot written in
vour law, I said, Ye are gods? Ps. 82. 6.

B

“depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
“love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. viii. 38, 89.).
Yet such blessed passages must not be so read as if none others were
to be found which speak of Christians falling away and being lost.
The great truth they assure us of is that no power in heaven or earth
or hell can rob us of our inheritance, and cut us off from God’s love.
We are safe from all external foes so long as we abide in Christ’s fold.
The wolf cannot approach to hurt us. Yet dare we therefore say that
we are safe from ourselves?

29. “ Greater than all” That is, greater than all those enemies
who might iry to pluck the sheep out of His Hand,—that is (both
here and in the last verse), out of His protecting power. Christ speaks
in exactly the same way of His own Hand and His Father’s Hand,
as though there were no difference, and this He confirms in the next
Verse,

30. “I and My Father are One.” One in “substance, power, and
“eternity” (Art. i.), and therefore one in that protecting care which
1s spoken of under the figure of the Hand.

3l. “Then the Jews” &c. Several times, and perhaps oftener than
is recorded, did our Lord’s enemies attempt to murder Him (See St.
Luke iv. 29. St. John v, 18, viii. 59.), Their rage was especially
aroused by His words claiming to be the Son of God or equal with
God, and this shows how idle was their pretence of wishing Him to
tell them more plainly who He was (See 24.).

34, “Is it not written” &o. Jesus answers not, ‘I speak no blas-
‘ phemy, for it is true; I am God’; for this would enrage His cnemies
the more : neither does He answer,  Ye mistake My meaning; I say
‘not that T am God’ ; for this would be to contradict the truth to which
it was His great purpose to lead those who could receive it. So He
condescends to take a lower ground than He might have t’e}ken, and
to reason with them from the language of their own “ law”, that is,
their own scriptures, showing that He had said no more of Himself
than the Scriptures said of others, so that they had no right to accuse

Him of blasphemy. The words, “I have said, Ye are gods”, are quoted
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AD.29. 385 If He called them gods, unto whom 4 Worg
r

e, of God came, and the scripture cannot be brokey,
bl

och. 6. 2. 36 say ye of Him, e whom the Father hat}, T
&5 %05, tified, and fsent into the world, Thou bl asphemegﬂi"
)

& 8. 42, .
S8 g yacause T said, T am " the Son of God ?

ch. 5.17, 18. b Luke 1.35. ch. 9. 35, 37

—
from the 82nd Psalm, and plainly refer back to other passages iy whi
the word * gods™ is used of some who were only men. Now fl(‘h
fhat the judges of the people were so spoken of in the Book of Ry nd
Thus in Ex. xxi, 6. xxil. 8. 9, the word translated “ judges” ig Yitapa
tgods’, and in xxii. 28. where the word ¢ gods” is given, the ;‘ai]
persons are plainly meant, the word in the Hebrew being the s;? o
Tnn what sense these rulers of old were called “gods™ our Lord ip o
explains in the next verse, but meanwhile we must not omit to 4 lgé}rt
that the Psalm from which the words are quoted expressly dee(l) 'l,ce
that those who bore the exalted title of “gods™ would perish aq 68
The first verse uses the very expression we are considering, sg i]mon,
God, “He judgeth among the gods”, that is, ‘among all ot,hery' ’§ of
¢and rulers.” Then the sixth and seventh verses, from whic'%lu 8es
%ord quotes, are as follows: “I have said, Ye are gods; and auOm'_
‘ %t‘ﬁl lf%;e chﬂdr;;nl of the Most High: but ye shall die like mep 310({
‘fall like one of the princes.” »
85. “If He called them gods,” &c. Observe tl
L B ' : 1€ reason o :
here states for the giving to men the awful title of * gods,” mi Lord
given to those “unto whom the word of God cs » : b was
Dearing Cod's ) W he word o came ;”—that s, to thog
earing God’s commission to judge and govern His peopl ! e
as vessels filled with Divine ';&vu and 28 people. These were
et power aud authority. It should
mlyeé that glg Hebrew word for “gods™ (translated “ judges” i eﬁo}b-
XX1 0, xx11. 8, 9, and “gods” in Ex. xxii e Judges ™ m Ex,
We ato not to gather fr%m i X. x'm.} ?8.) may also signity ¢ powers’,
., : passage that men may lawfully take thi
remendous title to tl lves . Y take this
‘ : 1emselves.  But, where God in His r
uses such a title of His commissioned ser o, His revealed lay
.I‘ord would argue) to be in all cases e1;1 ‘S'Pllvants, b i b endil foae
itself were blasphemous in thuc: “q y kth e 10 e 164 lsertho daw
use of the word “ gods” in the Ollp%? ‘mg. May we not see in such g
the union of the Godhead with ti fistament 2 sort of foreshadowing of
in Christ? And may not our ﬁc 3 inhood which was complete only
under the clder covenant fhe id-?l ' ave desired to show that even
imparted to, and resting upon mef N O,, ‘ﬂ“_’ Divine power and majesty
. .The scripture camnot be b n]?as,],wt altogether unknown !
void’: that is, it must have its mig b Ll.tomny , cannot be ‘made
weigh well such words ag these illllmghé}nd its fulfilment. 'We should
» I which the Son of God Himself

sets His geal :
Fatall al to the entire truthfulness of the Qlq Testament Scrip-

36. “ Sanctify
ed” This word ig :
of ‘made holy’, g meanIS Word is not used in its more usual sense

brist was sent into the 5 tather ‘set forth before the world as holy.

argument mg : world as the pattern P ¢

(Yere in old }iiz?issﬁﬁﬁlﬁq‘“p thus : *If mergflfgﬁfe?flﬁﬁlﬁ%ﬁ'r (ri[(}:]e
‘%I:‘«th‘g:liCh i certaihlyc trug Difus‘; b that seripture ’whiclh you )revere:
e g?nt I perfect ilolinessl 1;i be blasphem}’ in Qne whom the

0to the world to claim to be the.
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87 1If I do not the works of My Father, believe A:D.29.
Me not. 1 ch. 15. 24.
38 But if 1 do, though ye believe not Me, ¥ be-kech5 a6
lieve the works: that ye may know, and believe, T
Ithat the Father ¢s in Me, and T in Him., o b 0
39 ™ Therefore they sought again to take Him :=en 720,
but He eseaped out of their hand, T
40 and went away again beyond Jordan into the
place ® where John at first baptized ; and there He™ 1%
abode.
41 And many resorted unto Him, and said, John
did no miracle : °but all things that John spake of o ch.3.30.
this Man were true.

42 » And many believed on Him there, P b8 0,

CHAPTER XL

1 Christ ratseth Lazarus, four days buried. 45 Many Jews believe. 47 A.D. 30.
The_ high priests and Pharisees gather a council against Chrisi. 34th Year
49 Caiaphas prophesieth. 54 Jesus hid Himself. 55 At the passover of our
they enquire after Him, and lay wait for Him. Lord’s life.

87. “If I do not” &c. Ouce again docs our Lord appeal to His
works as the proof of His Divine nature and mission (See on v. 36.).
But how were the Jews to know whether His works were the works
of His Father or no? Doubtless by their accordance with that charac-
ter of God which had been already sufficiently revealed to them in
the Scriptures to enable any fair and candid mind to judge.

39. “ Therefore they sought” &ec. Our Lord’s patient and gentle
words move them not. They are blinded by prejudice, and will not
sece. Thus they seek again to take Him, either in order to lead Him
out and stone Him, or to bring Him before the Sanhedrin, or high
court of justice (See on St. Matt. xxvi. 3.), to be tried.

“He escaped.” Possibly by rendering Himself invisible (See v.
13. viii. 59. and St. Luke iv. 30.).

40. “Where John” &c. This was at Bethabara (See i. 28.).

41, “John did no miracle:” &c. The place of our Lord’s retire-
ment reminded the people of the testimony of St. John the Baptist,
which they had listened to in that spot three yecars before. It was
true that John had not confirmed his word with signs following; he
had done no miracle to prove the truth of his witness to Christ. But
many now- felt, as his words came vividly back to them, th;zt Christ
had indeed fulfilled all that the Baptist had spoken of Him. The
force of that mighty voice crying in the wilderness came back and
wrought conviction at last. Let the minister of Christ weigh this. He
can do no miracle; but let him faithfully preach Christ, taking care
that all things that he speaks concerning Him are true, and many will

believe on Him.

[

40. *“ Beyond Jordan.” See Note on i
wentary on St. Luke ix. 51.

23, Note on St, Matt. xix, 1, and Come~
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AL D. 80. OW a certain man was sick, named Lazarsg of
R . ; 2
a Tuke 10, Bethany, the town of @ Mary and her Sistey

3 Martha, . _
paatt.26.7. 2 (P It was that Mary which anointed the T4,
Morcl3 % with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hg;,
whose brother Lazarus was sick.) ' ;
3 Therefore his sisters sent unto Him, sayiug,
Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest 1s sick,
4 When Jesus heard that, He said, This sicknegg
ever.40.  is not unto death, ¢but for the glory of God, thyt
ch.9:3 41o Son of God might be glorified thereby.

CHAPTER XL

1—45. The Raising of Lazarus.

1. “Tazarus” Not once named by the other Evangelists (See oy
St Matt, xxvi. 6. St. Luke x. 38.). It is impossible not to be struck
with the fact that the great miracle of the Raising of Lazarus is re-
corded only in this Gospel, but when we consider the multitude of our
Lord’s miracles (See xxi. 25.), it is not smrprising that different ones
should be related in the different Gospels. It is quite possible that
our Lord raised many others from the dead besides the three recorded,

““ Bethany, the town of Mary®” &c. Doubtless Mary and Martha
were for some reason better known by name to the early Christians
than Lazarus. Perhaps they were noted for good works. At all events
St. John, writing long after the events, takes for granted that his readers
will know the names of the two sisters rather than that of Lazarus.
He may have done so on account of St. Liuke’s story of them (x. 38—42.),
or because that and other stories concerning them were frequent sub-
jects of instruction in the primitive Church.

2, “It was that Mary which anointed” &e. That is, ‘ who after-
‘wards anointed’, for this anointing took place on either the Friday
or the Saturday evening before the Crucifixion (See Note on St. Matt.
xxi. 1.), and this story St. John assumes to be well known, since he
uses it to point out which Mary he is speaking of. He himself relates
the story at the beginning of the next chapter.

3. “Sent.” Jesus was at this time at Bethabara beyond Jordan,
jvléléh)er Ho Lad retired from the malice of His enemies (See x. 89, 40.
1. 28.).

““Lord, behold,” &e. “They said not, Come. To One that loved,
“1t was enough to send tidings; enough that He knew it. For He
“does not love, and forsake™ (St. dugustine.).

““He whom Thou lovest” Mark how Lazarus here shares the title
of the Evangelist himself— the disciple whom Jesus loved.” Dearly
as ft..J ohn prized this blessed title, yet he grudged it not to Lazarus.

8ick.” For “ whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth” éHebr. xii. 6.).

4. “Not unto death.” Jesus knew what He would do. The sick-
ness which the anxious sisters had sent to tell Him of was not to end,
as another sickness might, in the Joss of their brother, Death Was

not the end (Sce on 11.), Yot after receiving this message the sisters
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5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, an
Tazarus.

¢ When He h
a fle abode two d
He was.

7 Then after that saith He to His disciples, Let
s oo into Judaea again.
11‘38 “His disciples sa.t;' unto Him, Master, ©the Jewsec.10.31.
of late sought to stone Thee ; and goest Thou thither
again? .
9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in
the day? fIf any man walk in the day, he stumbleth f cb. 9. 4.
not, because he seeth the light of this world. )
10 But &if a man walk in the night, he stum-ch.12.35

bleth, because there is no light in him,

d A.D.30.

ad heard therefore that he was sick,
ays still in the same place where dch.10.40

saw their brother die;—they saw him buried. How sore a trial to
their faith!

5. “ Now Jesus loved” &e. O blessed family, to be thus loved by
the Son of God! Lazarus sick; the sisters sad; yet all beloved.
Welcome sickness, welcome sorrow, if only with them be the love of

Christ.
6. “He abode two days”® This did not look like love. And many

of God’s dealings with us do not look like love. We marvel often at
God’s seeming deafhess to our prayers. Yet love is in the delay or
the refusal as surely as in the granting of our requests, Often, too,
some dealings of God with us, which perplex us, may be for the good
of others, In this case the Saviour Himself declares one reason for
His delay to be the strengthening of the disciples’ faith (See 15.).
?Snot]i%r) reason doubtless was the conversion of many unbelievers

ee 49.). .

7. “Into Judea.” In which province Bethany was. Jesus was in
Peraa, the part beyond the Jordan, whither He had gone when the
Jews sought to take Him (x. 40. See also on St. Matt. xix. 1.).

9. “ Are there not twelve hours” &e. * Qur Lord’s meaning seems
“to be, ¢ There are twelve hours of the day: the night cannot come
“*until those hours are over, So it is with Me: death cannot come
““to Me until the time appointed. That time, Mine hour, is not yet
“‘come. I may therefore go with safety into the land of the Jews’”
(Cottage Commentary.). For, just as & man walking in the day-light
does not stumble, so neither can I be in danger while the appointed
day of My earthly work lasts. Our Lord has already used tge same
{igurq, Cil;lparing His earthly life to a day, on a former occasion

ee ix, 4.), |

10. “But if a man” &e. In these words our Lord turns from
Himself to draw a lesson for His disciples, using the figure of light
ind darkness in a different sense. We may perhaps draw out the
:whole passage thus:—As a man walking in the daylight does not
‘stumble, g0 I connot be in danger while the time of my appointed

Work on earth still lasts: but do you think of this—that, as a man

dA
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inos sai . and after that He gq;
. 30, These things said He: anc saifh
ey u1:11t]<') them, Our friend Lazarus P sleepeth; byt y

» So Deuts : t of sleep.

31. 10, 0, that I may awake him out 0% S

§\’;:{;5_71§_£4 . ©19 Then said His disciples, Lord, if he sleep, 1

Acts 7. 60,

Cor. 15, : vell. .

151 Shillgl %(T)O:x'l)eit Jesus spake of his death: but they

thought that Ho had spoken of taking of rest iy
oh

sleep.

]i Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarug

15 dead.
h]f.’; W(And T am glad for your sakes that I wag

not there, to the intent ye may believe ; never-

theless let us go unto him. _
16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus,

unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we

may die with Him,
17 Then when Jesus came, He found that he had

lain in the grave four days already.

—

‘walking in darkness does stumble, so will you fall, if you leave Me,
¢who am the true Light, shining not only over you, but i you.’

11. “ Our friend Lazarus sleepeth.”” Death is continually spoken
of as sleep in holy Scripture (See St. Matt. ix. 24, Acts vii. 60. 1 Cor,
xv. 51.). To those who can say ‘I believe in the Resurrection of
¢the dead’ death is indeed no more. How full is this chapter of proofs
of our Lord’s human love and tenderness! Lazarus is His ¢friend.”
He “loved” the brother and sisters (5.). He “groaned in the spirit,
‘“and was troubled”, when He saw Mary and her friends weeping (33.).
He Himself “wept” (35.), Verily “we have not an High Priest which
““ cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities” (Heb. iv. 15.).

12, “He shall do well” That is, ‘he will recover. It seems to
us strange that the disciples should not have caught their Master's real
meaning more readily, especially when three of them had heard Him
use the same expression concerning Jairus’ daughter, But we find
them often slow in understanding spiritual things.

15, “To the intent ye may believe.” That is, ¢in order that your
‘faith may be confirmed and strengthened’. Our Lord does not mean
that they had o faith before,

16. “Then said Thomas,” &e. *Thomas’, which is a Jewish word,
means the same as ¢ Didymus’, which is Greek, namely, ‘a twin’. This
saying of St. Thomas, which seems to express a mournful willingness
tf} suffer 'Wl.f-h his beloved Lord, is quite in accordance with what we
}:now of him. He seems to have been “of g desponding character ;

most true to his Master, yet ever inclined to look at thines on their
 darkest sido” (A5 ) 0 look at things 0
Eo I51 e” (4bp. Trencfa. See xiv, 5, xx. 25.), He appears not to
ot o orfs s f g iy 1, o

1 e g ‘ &”griat peril awaited them in Judzea, )

Bethany would oy 5 10t likely that our Lord’s jowrey to
occupy more than one day. In that case Lazarus must
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2 about A.D.30.

18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, T
. Jongs oft': ! 41 about two
fifteen furlong s came to Martha and mites.

19 and many of the Jews ¢ : sl
Mary, to comfort them concerning their I)I{Jf 1(,1T.

o 3 . A NTAU iy [
20" Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus

. i AL, = - . Tary sat
was coming, went and met Him : but Mary

;71 in the house. .
Stf}_l Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if Thou

+dst been here, my brother had not died.
h‘gzbtlli)utlI kno:v, gilat even now, i whatsoever Thou i eh. 9.31.
wilt ask of God, God will give ¢ Thee. .

23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise
again. _

24 Martha saith unto Him, ¥I know that hexTuke1s
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. ch.5. 2.

have died on the same day on which the message was sent to our Lord.
Having waited two days more after receiving the message (See 6.)?
He would arrive on the fourth, and as it was the custom for the Jews
to bury on the day of death, Lazarus would have “lain in the grave

“four days already.” . ) ' .
18. * Fifteen furlongs.” Eight furlongs making a mile, this would

be nearly two miles. It is mentioned to account for “many of the
« Jews”, plainly from Jerusalem, visiting the sisters in their sorrow
to offer them the comfort which One alone could bring.

20. “ Mary sat still”’ &e. She had not heard of our Lord’s ap-
proach (See 28, 29.), and so we must not press too much the conduct
of the two sisters on this occasion. But perhaps even in the little
point named in this verse their natural characters show themselves.
Martha is ever active, Mary ever quiet (See on St. Luke x. 39, 40.).

21. “Lord, if Thou hadst been here,” &c. This is the uppermost
thought' in each sister’s mind (See 32.). If only the Lord had been
in time!

22. “But I know” &c. Martha here acknowledges to a hope which
she dares hardly put into words. It is too much to dare to think
that “even now” their brother may be given back to them. *High
“thoughts and poor thoughts of Christ mingle here together ;—high
“thoughts, while she sees Him as One whose effectual fervent prayers
“will greatly prevail :—poor thoughts, while she thinks of Him as
“obtaining by prayer what indeed He %Zas by the oneness of His na-
“ture with God” (Trench.).

24, “I know that he shall rise” &c. Our Lord’s promise—*‘ Thy
“brother shall rise again”—was of doubtful meaning, perhaps pur-
posely g0, And Martha cannot as yet believe in the present fulfil-
ment of a wish it seemed almost presumptuous to think of, We may
Imagine her trembling with the very thought of such a wondrous
thing, while, half as a question, and half as accepting the more distant
hope as all she might dave to ask for, she says, “I know that he shall

“rise again in the resurrection at the last day,”
3A2
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ADp.s0. 25 Jesus said unto her, I am ]thr:a Re-‘—‘urreetmn,
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ch, 4. 42 98 And when she had so said, she went her way

sister sccretly, saying, Tha

x 6, 14, 69, :
I alled Mary her
. e y th for thee.

Master is come, and calle
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95. “I am the Resurrection,” &c. In these sublime words oyp

od would draw Martha up to higher and truer virc‘ws of His own
{‘)(irilnr;;lz:firu and power. Ilt. is as though He said, * Thou sayest that
‘thy brother shall rise again at the last day. But am not I He who
¢ shall call him from his grave? And, if I can raise him then, cannot
¢T raise him now? Have I not in Myself the power of Resurrection
¢and of Life? And then, lest Martha’s thoughts should dwell only on
the raising of her brother’s body, Jesus adds a comment on His words
to show that in their highest sense they apply to a life far abpve that
of the mere body—even to spiritual and eternal life. That life is in
Him (See on i. 4.). Nay, He ¢s that Life; just as the sun, which
pours light and heat on the world, is itself light and heat (See on
v. 21.).

“H?e that believeth” &c. In these words and those of the next
verse our Lord divides believers into two classes according to their
bodily state. First, here there are those who are dead in body, as was
Lazarus. They shall live for ever, because Christ is the Resurrection,
Secondly, in the next verse, there are those believers who are alive
in body, as was Martha, They shall not die eternally, becanse Christ
is the Life. Thus these two sentences answer to the two titles claimed
by our Lord. In that He is the Resurrection, He gives life to the
dead. In that He is the Life, He gives life to the living. Mark of
how little account in Christ's sight is the life or death of the body.
The only life and death worth speaking of are eternal life and death.
How fitly are these spirit-stirring words chosen as the first to greet
the mourner’s ear when he comes to lay the form he has loved, and
lost for a little while, in the Church’s hallowed ground. Truly they
give to our beautiful Burial Service a tone of hope and triumph, and
pour a bright ray of heaven's light through the dark cloud of sorrow.

27. “Yea, Lord: I believe” &c. Martha seems to have scarcely
understood our Lord’s meaning, and yet to have been ready to accept
?H that was told her concerning Him. She seems to have meant, ‘I
‘beheve that Thou art the Christ, and therefore I believe of Thee

all that can be said of Christ.’

28. “The Master is come,” &e. Plainly Jesus had asked for Mary,
il--another instance of His human tenderness. This was the first Mary
t étd heard of His coming, and quickly and thankfully she escapes from

¢ poor comforting of her Jewish friends to Him for whom she had
longed so intensely. |
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20 As soon as she heard fhat, she arvose quickly, A.D.30.
and ecame unto Him.
30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town,
put was in that place where Martha met Him,
31 »The Jews then which were with her in therver 1o
house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary,
that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her,
saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there.
32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was,
and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying
unto Him, 9 Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my ver 2L
brother had not died.
33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and
the dews also weeping which came with her, He
groaned in the spirit, and 2 was troubled, G i
34 and said, Where have ye laid him? They mimses.
sald wnto Him, Lord, come and see.
35 T Jesus wept, #latke Jrdl.
36 Then said the Jews, Behold how He loved
him!
37 And some of them said, Could not this Man,
*which opened the eyes of the blind, have causedsch.9.6.
that even this man should not have died ?

31. “The Jews” &e. Thus were there many witnesses of this most
stupendous of Christ’s miracles,

32, “Liord, if Thou hadst been here,” &e. She too has a lesson
to learn, like her sister. Their faith as yet is dim, though true and
loving. The centurion who said,  Speak the word only, and my ser-
“vant shall be healed” (St. Matt. viii. 8.), saw more clearly.

33. “He groaned in the spirit,” &e. This was partly in tender
sympathy with the grief He witnessed, but partly also in great sadness
at the terrible fruits of sin in the world. He beheld death and misery,
and He “groaned in spirit” at the success of Satan’s work.

34. “Where have ye laid him?” Such a question may surprise
us, if we do not bear in mind how completely our Lord laid aside
while on earth His Divine omniscience, making Himself very Man,
and only exercising His Almighty powers for the good of others {(See
on ii. 25, and St. Luke viii. 46.).

35. “Jesus wept.” He weeps with those that weep. He does not
rebuke or despise natural human sorrow. He shares it, and thus
sanctifies it. O wondrous love and compassion! Jesus knows what He
is about to do, and yet His tears flow at the sight of the sorrow so
soon to be turned into joy! o

37, *“ And some of them said,” &, Thus the Jews were divided;
some with candid minds watching the Saviour’s conduct, and deeply
struck with His compassion ; others prejudiced against Him, and ready
to take the harshest view, and to find any fault they can. The former
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38 Jesus therefore zigamqsg;oaéﬁzg {:;:d llilnss(;]f
cometh to the grave. t wi 1 R
lay upon 1t.

39 Jesus said,
the sister of him th
T.ord, by this time he

Jead fonr days. i
ui [) Jesus saith unto her, Said I not wunto thee
?

that. if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest t See
the glory of God?

&18']311)@711 they took away the stone from the ply,
where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up I
eyes, and said, Father, I thank Thee that Thgy

hast heard Me.

A.D. 30.

Take ye away the stone, Malﬂl&

at was dead, saith unto Hiyy,

stinketh : for he hath been’

t ver. 4, 23.

——

ore ¢ less those who afterwards “ believed” (45.), the latter theg
::'il()c :}Sﬁ};t ;nd told the Pharisces (46.). Probably the mention o(;‘
opening the eyes of the blind is with reference to the miracle relateq
1 apter 1x.

m ;g?lffigain groaning” &ec. Possibly in part at the wretched up.
belief which asked the scornful question of the last verse. There ig
no need to answer the taunt by word, as our Lord is about to answer
it by deed. ' .

“Tt was a cave,” &c. 'This was the usual mode of burial in the
Holy Land. It was in a similar cave, or chamber hewn in the rock,
that our Lord was laid (See on St. Matt. xxvii. 60.).

39, “ Martha, the sister” &c. These words at first sight convey
{he notion that St. John is explaining who Martha is, which would
be very strange. But in the Greek the order of the words is different,
being this,—* The sister of him that was dead, Martha, saith unto Him.’
So that really ‘Martha’ is put in to shew which sister spoke, and
the impression given by the order of the words in the English is a
wrong one,

“Lord, by this time” &c. Martha’s faith, like that of so many
feeble servants of Christ, varies at different moments. It is burning
more dimly now. She is so intently wrapped up in the actual present
scene, and so vividly conscious of that which lies within the tomb,
that for the moment she forgets the power of Him who is “the Re-
“surrection and the Life.”

40, « Said T not” &e. Thus does Jesus both rebuke and also re-
store Mal'ﬂl&? failing faith. He reminds her of His promise, which
she Is forget.tmg. But to what words does He refer? Either generally
??1 %‘: PmelSﬁf, “.T hy l?rother shall rise again” (23.) ; or to some Wt?ll;ils
. Hi; ;oggselsa}tl.lon with her not recorded by St. John ; or pOSS;i y
brovert th‘ W endthe message telling of Lazarus’ sickness was BI¥
€ of g(;‘md’? 4111’1, an Evhen' He said, “ This sickness is . . . for the glﬂﬁg
Ko erg .l,h-—-w:ord@ which would doubtless be carried back byt

s gF Es)h ¢ sisters In their trouble, .
there is o om @ thank Thee thst Thou hast heard Mo Yteh

ention of any prayer which had been heard. In ft
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42 And T know that Thou heavest Me always: f}_ﬂ_"‘:‘l
but * because of the ln'nplu \\il‘llf‘-ll stand b}/’ I said uch. 12. 0.
i that they may believe that Thou hast sent ]\l_fe.. |

13 And “when e thus had spoken, He cried

with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. _.

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound

hand and foot with graveelothes: and *his face = ch. 20.7.
wag bound about with a napkin, Jesus saith unto
them, Loose him, and let him go.

« e was heard before He prayed ’ (Origen)). Or raihf.,:r it was tho
will of Christ, which, being in unison with the Father’s will, was heard
and accepted. ; _

42. “And I knew” &e. Our Lord’s thanksgiving might have been
misunderstood.  The people might have supposed that MHis prayers
were not always heard, or that He obtained His power to work mira-
cles only by wrestling in fervent prayer with God. So He utters the
wonderful words of this verse, possibly in a lower voice, and so as to
be heard chiefly by His believing disciples, His meaning is,—‘I do
‘not thus thank Thee as though I doubted Thy hearing Me always.
‘I know that My will is one with Thy will, and that what T work
‘Thou workest also. But I spake the word for the sake of this un-
‘Delieving people, that they may know that Thou hast sent Me’.
The Jews were ready to attribute our Lord’s miracles to magie, or
the power of Satan, so as to escape from believing that He came from
God. His thanksgiving would shew them in whose power He acted.
This was the first thing to convince them of, namely that He was
sent by God. Christ’s prayers and Christ’s thanksgivings are not for
His needs, but for our instruction.

43. “With a loud voice.” So at the last great day “the Lord
“Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
“the Archangel, and with the trump of God” (1 Thess. iv. 16.), and
“all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth”
(v.28.). The raising of Lazarus was but a forestalling of the general
Resurrection of the dead.

44, “He that was dead came forth.” With what trembling awe
must the by-standers have gazed upon the rising form of Lazarus!
The scene must have been awful and affecting beyond all conception,
Yet if such was the resurrection of one single man, what will be the
resurrection of all mankind !

“Bound hand and foot.” Yet scemingly not so closely as to pre-
vent motion ; though some look upon the coming forth of Lazarus
while still so bound as itself miraculous.

“TLoose him.” The same power which called forth the dead could
have at the same time loosed him from the bonds of his grave-clothes,
and have caused them to be left, even as His own were but a little
afterwards, lying in the tomb. But the handling and the loosing
would better than anything else convince the spectators of the reality
of the miracle, and prove to them (as He allowed the Apostles to
prove to themselves in His own case) that it was he himself, and no
mere spirit or appearance,
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A.D.%0. 45 Then many of the Jews which came t, M.
veh2 Y and had scen the things which Jesus gjq dﬁ)’,
w1, 15 leved on Him. b bes

46 9 But some of them went their wayg ,
Pharisees, and told them what things Jesyg l(f

ipegg done. o o
Matt 203 47 zThen gathered the chicf priests and the Py,
Uuke 222 pisees a council, and said, * What do we? for g

ach, 12, 19,

Adsa e Man doeth many miracles.

13 i

Before leaying this stupendous miracle, we must pause to refloet 1
upon its spiritual meaning. Like other miracles, this may most fi)
be turned into a great parable. The resurrection of the body to m{
tural life is a simple emblem and picture of the restoration of the
soul to spiritual life. As the Lord had power over natural death ip
all its stages (See on St. Matt. ix. 25.), so has He power over spirituy]
death in all its stages. And, as Jairus’ daughter and the widow of
Nain’s son may represent souls but newly fallen away, so Lazarug {
may represent one more deeply sunk in sin, and bound in the bongdg :
of spiritual death. From such a state the voice of Jesus alone cayp
call the sinner forth. The dead in sin may ‘“hear the voice of the
“Son of God: and they that hear shall live.” And, as Jesus, after
giving life to the frame, did not Himself loose the bonds of the grave-
clothes from Lazarus, but bade others set him free, so docs e even
now commit to human hands the “ministry of reconciliation”, suffer-
ing His earthly ministers to apply to the penitent sinner the comfort
of that loosing which comes alone from Himself (See on St. Matt,
ix. 8. and St. John xx. 23.).

45, “Then many of the Jews” &c. Thus was the miracle, as i
our Lord foretold, “for the glory of God” (4.). Did we not know
the terrible hardness of the human heart, and the obstinate blindness
of those who will not see, we might well marvel that what is here
gaid of many of the Jews is not said of all.

46-—57, The effect of the Miracle, and the Council
of the Jews.

46. “But some of them” &ec. Plainly these went in enmity to
our Lord. His miracle divided the multitude, stirring up the newly
kindled faith of many, but also stirring up the bitter enmity of others.
« The thoughts of many hearts” were now “ revealed” (St. Luke ii. 35.).
This obstinate blindness and unbelief might well astonish us, had not
our Lord Himself prophesied of such,—“ Neither will they be per-
«guaded, though one rose from the dead” (St. Luke xvi. 31.). We
need not suppose these men doubted the truth of the miracle 1tse]f:
any more than the Council doubted it when reported to them (See 4‘7-):
only it failed to persuade them that Jesus was the Messiah, They
probably ascribed it to witcheraft or Satanic power, 1

47. “This Man doeth many miracles.” The enemies of our LOIiF
cannot deny this great fact. It was too plain and certain. Nor dv

o
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48 It we let Him thus alone, all men will be- A.D.30.
liecve on Him: and the Romans shall come and
take awav bothh our place and nation.

49 And one of them, named P Caiaphas, being » Luke 3. 2,
the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye et
Jmow nothing at all,

50 °nor consider that it is expedient for us, thatecb 1s 1
one Man should die for the people, and that the
whole nation perish not,

51 And this spake he not of himself: but being

they care to find an explanation for it. They think only of themselves,
and how our Lord’s popularity would affect their own power.

48. ““ All men will believe on Him.” Their fears came to pass,
for wo find in the next chapter the Pharisees saying among them-
selves, “ Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? Behold, the world is
“gone after Him” (xii. 19.).

“The Romans shall come” &c. The chief priests and Pharisees
feared—or pretended to fear—that our Lord, when He found the
people covvinced of His miraculous power, and ready to follow Him,
would set Himself up as king, and defy the Roman power. It is
wonderful that the very thing they here speak of with fear actually
came to pass about forty years later as a punishment to themselves
for not believing in Christ, God bringing the Roman armies as His
instruments for the destruction of His rebellious and unbelieving
people (See St. Luke xx. 15, 16.). By “place” here may be meant
either the Temple, or the city of Jerusalem.

49. “Caiaphas, being the high priest” &e. Caiaphas was high
priest for about eleven years, having succeeded his father-in-law Annas.
The office of the high-priesthood was really for life, but the Romans
frequently interfered, setting up their own favourites and expelling
those who displeased them (See on xviii. 13, 14. and St. Luke iii. 2.).

“Ye know nothing at all®> Thus scornfully does this bold and
bad man denounce the weak fears and halting counsels of the rest.
It is as though he said, * Ye are all blind, and cannot see that the only
“safe course is to get rid of this Man altogether.’

50. “It is expedient for us.” This is the whole ground and mo-
tive of his horrible advice. He cared not for right or wrong. He
had none of the hesitation in doing an act of downright murder which
the rest seem to have felt. “It 1s expedient” He should die. That
is enough for him. We see the same unscrupulous and bloodthirsty
character in the after conduct of Caiaphas when our Lord was brought
before him (See St. Matt. xxvi. 59, 62, 65—68.). How marvellous that
words so cruel and unworthy should announce a truth so great and
blessed ! ;

51. “This spake he not of himself:” &c. No .doubt Caiaphas
f the exercise of any will but his own in the utterance

was ignorant o : .
of his words. Yet St. John declares that God employed him, as it
were, to utter them, that they might be a distinet prophecy (though
unknown to the speaker) of the Redemption of the world by the death
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A.D.30. high priest that year, he prophesied that .
—— should die for that nation; . Ug
52 and 9not for that nation only, ®but that .

) v H f.l]N-

1doin 22 To ghould gather together mI one the Chlldreh 0;
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Sih0Y among the Jews; but went thence unto a copygy:
650020, mear fo the wilderness, into a city called s Ephrajy,;
L s and there continued xyith His disciples. *
shs 55 " And the Jews passover was nigh at hay,.

of Christ. We can hardly help being reminded of Balaam’s unwily;,,
God often uses bad men to work out His purposes, 4,
yrings good out of evil. But Balaam ‘ul_lderstooc'l his own words, ey,
though he spoke them unwillingly. Caiaphas did not understand g
This is wonderful, and yet even the prophets of old by no meay;
fally understood their own prophecies, as St. Peter expressly declare
(1 St. Peter i, 10, 11.). Archbishop Trench well compares with the
unconscious prophecy of Caiaphas the writing which Pilate set y)
over the Cross, and the mocking homage, the robe and sceptre and
crown, of the Roman soldiers, as unintentional witnesses to great truths,
Man knew not the meaning of his own acts, God meant them to be
prophecies and witnesses, We must not omit to observe that it was
as being High-priest that Caiaphas was chosen by God to make this
wonderful prophecy. God honoured the sacred office which man dis-
honoured (See on St. Matt. xxiii. 2, 3.).

52. “Not for that nation only,” &c. This is not part of the
meaning of Caiaphas’ words, but St. John’s own addition, Caiaphas
spoke of Christ’s death saving the Jewish people. St. John says, * Yes,
‘and not that nation only, but all the world.’

“Gather together in ome.” It was a loving fancy of the very
carliest Ch‘nstian_ writers which made the outstretched Arms of Jesus
upon the gro.‘ﬁ signify the loving embrace in which He would “ gather
”togefller both Jews and Gentiles in one. By “the children of

God™ here is meant all those who should by grace be eclected info
His g‘g‘reat family—the Church of the living God. So when Christ
kays, “Other sheep I have” (x. 16.), He speaks of those who should
afterwards become His sheep.

. 54. “Ephraim,” The exact spot where this city stood is not known.
t was probably a small town in the wild hill-country north-east ©
gemseﬂem,“m the. direction of Jericho, and on the west side of the
“Oi‘ldaﬂ- b’l,npe ’(h.ls was still within Judaa, we must understand !JY
the Jews” in this verse the Jews of Jerusalem, or perhaps the Chie
Priests and Pharisees, who had resolved upon ,andpsought to brng
about, our Lord's destruction, ’

u &?{.i;; Th‘? Jews’ passover.” That glorious and blessed season whent
fOrﬂ] t.[ Gl.l'l Passover was “sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. V. 7), thencc;
He season dearest of all the year to Christian hearts, FoF wha

{)mphecies.
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and many went out of ﬂm.counh'y up to J erusalem A.D.30.
pefore the passover, to purify themselves.

56 iThen sought they for J esus, and spake a-ich7.1L
mong themselves, ns_they stood in the temple, What
think ve, that He will not come to the feast? ]

57 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees
had given a commandment, that, if any man kpew
where He were, he should shew ¢, that they might

take Him,

CHAPTER XII.

1 Jesus excuseth Mary anointing His feet. 9 The people Aock 1o see
Tazarus., 10 The high priests consult to kill Him. 12 Christ rideth
into Jerusalem. 20 Greeks desire to see Jesus: 23 He foretelleth His
death, 37 The Jews are generally blinded : 42 yet many chief rulers
believe, but do mot confess Him: 44 therefore Jesus calleth earnestly

for confession of faith.
HEN Jesus six days before the passover came
to Bethany, ® where Lazarus was which had®ch11.1,45
been dead, whom He raised from the dead.

so full both of deepest awe and of holiest gladness as the solemn Fast
of Passion-tide, and the triumphant Feast of Easter? ,

“ Mo purify themselves.” As the Law of Moses commanded after
any defilement (See Num, ix. 6—10. xix, 11, 12, xxxi. 19. 2 Chron.
xxx, 17—19.). Let us see to it that we purify ourselves by true re-
pentance and humiliation from the defilement of sin, if we would fitly
keep our feast. This purification before the Passover is ‘“like the
“Lent which precedes Easter, in order to give us eyes to discern
“(Christ crucified” (Is, Williams.).

56. “What think ye,” &c. Our Lord’s constant habit of attending
the great feasts at Jerusalem, thus marking His approval of the ob-
servance of holy seasons, made His presence expected at this time,
Men were naturally desirous to see Him, but probably the anxious
cnquiries as to the probability of His coming arose chiefly from the
knowledge of the command named in the next verse.

CHAPTER XII
1—-8., The Anointing at Bethany.

St. Matt, xxvi. 6—13. St. Mark xiv. 3—9.

1. “8ix days before the Passover.” We now come to the great
week, in which our Lord’s work on earth is crowned and perfected,
Every least event, and every least saying, of this holy week is indeed
ost precious, 8t. John accordingly devotes nearly half his Gospel
to the record of these last most sacred days. The day here named
was the Sabbath (Saturday) before the Crucifixion,~the day before

1. ** Six days before the Passover,” Con- | differences between St. John's account
cerning the time of this event see Note | and those of St. Matthew and St. Mark
on 8t. Matt. xxi, 1., and concerning the | see Note on St Matt, xxvi, 6.
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Ao, 2 Thero thoy made Him a supper; ang M
T werved - but Lazavus was one of them thyy ot
the table with Him. Bat ay,
siake 13 Then took » Mary a pound of ointment of Spil
aane nard, very ecostly, and anointed the feet of 1 ten
and ‘\wipv{l s feet with her hm'r: and the hfha,
was fillad with the odour of the ointment, 5o
4 Then saith one of His disciples, Judag
Simon's son, which should betray Him,
5 Why was not this ointment sold for thye
dred pvfmo, and given to the poor ?
¢ This he said, not that he eared for the poor -
can1n 2. but beeause he was a thief, and ¢had the bag, and
bare what was put therein,

Iseari ot
]

e hup.

Palm-Runday,  Jesus no longer sceks retivement.  His hour ig —
and Mo draws nigh to Jerusalem,  Bethany was scarcely two il
from Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives lying between (Sce on St, Myt
xxd, 1) '

2. “ A supper.” In the house of Simon the leper, as we learn froy
the other Gospels.

“ Martha served.” As on another occasion (See St. Luke x, 40,
her active busy disposition leading her thus to shew her love. ’

“Lagarus” &o. Wo can well imagine that TLazarus would be an
honoured guest.  Surely one raised, as he had been, from the dead,
would be regarded with singular awe and reverence.

8. “Then took Mary” &c. Only from St. John do we learn that
this loving act was done by Mary, She who once sat at Jesus' feet,
having chosen the better part, again gives proof of her loving devotion
by this pions act. St Jo%m alone records her anointing of our Lord’s

“eet, and her wiping them with her hair,—all springing from the
fulness of her love and humility.

“The house was filled” &e. “Not that house only, but the uni-
“versal Church of Christ, has been filled with the fragrance of her
“action” (Burgon.).

4. “Judas Iscariot.” Again St. John alone gives the name of the
murmurer.  And yet it is remarkable that this very fact—namely
that the mwmurings were those of the traitor—probably accounts for
the place in which 8t, Matthew and St. Mark have related this history,
putting it in immediately before the betrayal. St. John here connects
the betrayal with these murmarings by the words, ““ which should be-
tray Him”,—implying that the Desetting sin which so soon led to this
awful crime was even now showing itself in the words of the traitor.

8. “He was a thief,” &. The secret heart of the traitor is here
laid bare for us by the Lvangelist, and we behold the Desetting si
which, already his master, led him in a few days more to his awfu
end, Yet, as no sin is ever single, o was not the covetousness 0
Judas his only sin. Here indeed was the root, yet from this same
root grew not ouly its natural outgrowth—theft, but also unbelief, and
hypoerisy, and ingratitade. A thief among the Apostles! Yes, for
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2 . 4 y ® € 3 £ i}]fg A.T)- g’-
7 Then anid  Jesus, I}wi‘ h:!-; .;ht;;;f._ apainst A-D. 30,
My ving hath she ep 118,
v of My burymg lu g L
d';_': ‘].‘“y ‘the poor always ye have with you; but
Me yo have not always.

Je crefore knew

o 4 Much people of the JLWS ther e
that 1le was thero ; and they came lr_l()t or . ..] $
ke only, but that they might eee Lazarus a MJ,G:-h "
“*‘whmn I{e had raisced from the dead. o 1
10 ¢ But the chief priests consulted that they e Luke 16. 51
might put Lazarus also to tlf‘u‘xh'; _ . y

11 fhecause that by reason of him many of theryris,
Jows went away, and believed on Jesus.

12 € On the next day much people that were
come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem,

13 took branches of palm trees, and went forth
to meet Him, and eried, Hosanna: Blessed is the
King of Israel that cometh in the Name of the
Lord. Vs, 118, 25, 26.

14 And Jesus, when He had found a young ass,
sat thereon ; as it is written,

15 Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy

King cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt., Zech. 9.9,

there is no place so sacred as to shut out sin, nor any privileges so
great as to ensure holiness (See on vi. 70.).

9—11l. The Jews come to Bethany to see Jesus and
Liazarus.

9. “They came” &e. * Curiosity brought them; not love™ (St.
Augustine), and yet many, when they saw Jesus, and Lazarus whom
Ill-_Ie had raised from the dead, could doubt no longer, and became be-
ievers.

10. “The chief priests consulted®” &e. “ O foolish thought, and
:“ blind rage! If the Lord Jesus had power to raise him when dead,
“{;aélhﬂ% 1151)1; power to raise him when slain? Behold, the Lord did

oth: both

) . Lazarus, who was dead, and Himself, who was slain,
He raised to life again”

| se . n” (8t. Augustine). We can hardly doubt that
these Chief Priests, being probably Sadducees, did not believe that
Lazarus had been raised from the dead. If they had believed it, it

would be almost incredible that they should have sought to kill him,

e

14. “ When He had found” The man~ 5

e h briefly, and as one already well k
ner of the finding is related in the oth i S
Gosmls. The w‘iele story is given VEI\?; W bigereadia, by 4 Joun,
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Anso 16 These things $ understood not Hig discipleg
sruke 1ok tho fivst: Y but when Jesus was glorified, 1), 1-%
Lo membered they that these things were wrigge, ”}

7 Him, and that they had done theso {hingy 111;‘1]

Him, _ &

17 The }‘H\]‘h-‘ therefore that was with iy, whay

He called Lazarus out of his grave, and raiseg hiu‘l

from the dead, bare record. .

L ver. 11, 18 ¥ For this cause the people also met ITim, f,,
that they heard that He had done this miracle,

19 The Pharisces therefore said among themselyeg

‘47, I Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the

world is gone after Him,

fi‘ﬁﬁg' « 20 9 And there were certain G}'eeks among them
a, & v that came up to worship at the feast:

och. 142, 21 the same came therefore to Philip, ® which wag

————.

12—19, The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem,
St. Matt, xxi. 1—11, St. Mark xi. 1—11. St. Luke xix. 28—40),

16. “When Jesus was glorified.” This plainly refers to the gift
of the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost. According to our Lord’s
own promise, that Holy Spirit taught them all things, and brought
all things to their remembrance which Ile had spoken to them (Sce
xiv. 26.). Amongst other teaching, this Divine Guide revealed to
their understandings the true meaning and fulfilment of prophecy.

17. “Bare record.” They “began to rejoice and praise God with
“a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen’ (St. Liuke.).

18. “The people.” Those who had seen the stupendous miracle
of the resurrection of Lazarus spread abroad the news, and this their
report caused the multitude to flock out of Jerusalem to meet Him
who had done this wondrous work.

19. “The world is gone after Him.” Yes; and the world will go
after Christ now, so far as to carry palms and to sing Hosannas, DBut
when will the world’s Leart go after Him?

20—36. Certain Greeks ask to see Jesus. His discourse
on the occasion,

20. “Certain Greeks,” That is, Gentiles, for the Jews often called
all foreigners ¢ Greeks’, these being the most important of foreign na-
tions to them. These Greeks were probably proselytes, or converts
to the Jewish faith (See on St. Matt. xxiii, 15.), since they had come
to Jerusalem for the Passover, W

21, “To Philip.” We cannot tell why these Greeks applied 10
Philip. He may have been known to some among them, or, as 501_1’1]6
‘gnmkﬁs his name, which is Greek, may imply some connection Wit

reeks,
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of Pethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, A.D.30.
gir, we would see Jesus,
92 Thilip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again
Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. '
93 And Jesus answered them, saying, P The hourr .13, 22
p/ ; : & 171,
;5 come, that the Son of man should be glorified.
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 9 Except a corn
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth rMat. 10. 30.

& 16. 25,

- S X5 = e Mark 3. 35,
alone : but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. Mk oo

25 *He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he ®17.33

“8ir, we would see Jesus.” They doubtless desired a private in-
terview with Jesus, for He could be seen publicly every day.

22. “Andrew,” who was a fellow-townsman with Philip. The
latter seems to have doubted whether our Lord would receive these
ventiles, and so took counsel with his brother Apostle.

23. “Jesus answered them,” &c. We do not read that He either
granted or refused the request. It seems however probable that the
Greeks followed the two Apostles to Jesus, and that He spoke the
following discourse in their hearing. It is remarkable that Gentiles
come to see our Lord at the close of His earthly life, as Gentiles came
at its- opening. “ These men from the West, at the end of Christ’s
“life, answer to the wise men from the East at its beginning ; but the
“one came to the Cross of the King, the other to His Manger™ (Stier.),

“The hour is come,” &e. Our Saviour seems to mean, ¢ These
‘Grecks have come at the very time to be witnesses of My glory,’
By His glory our Lord plainly means His Death, for by and through
Death He was glorified. But as the next verse, speaking about “fruit”,
shews, He had a farther meaning in His words. For by dying He
was to gather together in Himself all nations, and this ingathering
of the nations would be one way in which He would be glorified,
“I,if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me™ (32.).
Christ had just made His triumphal entry into the city, and many
thought, * Now He is about to reveal His power and glory, and to reign
“as king over His people.” It was not thus He was to be glorified.

24, “It abideth alone.” That is, without fruit or increase. Christ
compares Himself to the grain of corn. The grain by dying (as it
were) in the ground brings forth much fruit. Christ by dying wins a
rich harvest of souls. So it is written, * When Thou shalt make His
“soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong
“His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His Hand”
(Is. liii. 10.),

25, « He) that loveth® &e. This is a frequent saying of our Lord,
Leing used by Him on several occasions (See St. Matt. x. 39, xvi. 25.
St. Luke ix. 24, xvii. 83.), and probably many more times than are re-
corded, Tt is one of the great laws of His kingdom. He're no doubt it
is spoken to show the disciples and the Greeks who were ]!stemng to our
Lord, that, even as the Master was to be glorified by dying, so for the
servant there is no other rule. Self-sacrifice is the door to eternal life,
He that loves and pampers and indulges his life here loses his life here-
after: he that renounces the indulgences of his carnal life here, gains

11 Cor, 15,
36,
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A.D.%0. that hateth his life in this world shall keep j -
0

life cternal. _
snt.3 26 If any man serve Me, let him follow I, .

, e N 2, an
Fihers, ®where I am, there shall also My servant be : if an(}
17. \ Me. him will My Father honour y
t Matt. 26, ]11&11 SE,I.'VS e, 1 Z "
3, 30, 97 +Now is My soul troubled; and what shal] 1
Luke 12, 50, 2

ch.13.21. say ? Father, save Me from this hour: wjy for

vluke22.53. 41 00 sause came I unto this hour.

that which alone deserves the name of life hereafter. A lifo of gop
« denial here will lengthen out into an eternity of glory and blesseq.
“ness’” (P, Young.). ' .

28. “If any man serve Me,” &c. The same _thought 18 continyeq
in this verse. ‘My servants must follow Me in My path of self.
¢sacrifice.” The Greeks, who perhaps sought to see Christ from ey,
osity, having heard of the excitement caused by His triumphal entry
into Jerusalem, now learn the terms of discipleship. Let us hope
they had grace to take up their cross and follow Him.

“Where I am,” &c. Not in glory alone, but also in sufferipe.
not in victory alone, but also in conflict : not in life alone, but algg tfn
death : not on the throne alone, but also on the cross. The faithfy]
servant will walk in his Master’s footsteps, in whatsoever path they
tread, and such will God the Father ‘honour”, glorifying him evey
as He glorifies His own Son.

27. “Now is My soul troubled.” A sudden and awful change
passes over our Lord’s words. This is truly a foretaste of Gethsemane,
There is the same trouble and amazement of soul; the same cry for
deliverance ; the same entire resignation to His Father’s will. Now,
as then, the Human Nature of Christ, perfectly human in all but sin,
is mightily shewn forth., It is worth noting that while the other
Evangelists describe Gethsemane, St. John alone records this first flash
of the storm which then passed over the Son of God, while concerning
that fearful scene itself he is silent.

“What shall I say?” “The horror of death and the ardour of
“obedience were contending in our Lord” (Bengel). Each sought to
express itself. But they could not both be expressed together. There-
fore He exclaims, “ What shall I say?” And therefore He gives
utterance to the two feelings separately, first to the “ horror of death”
in this verse, and then to the “ardour of obedience” in the next.

“8ave Me from this hour.” This is the voice of the “horror of
“death.” The “hour” can be none other than that of His Crucifixion.
Yet this cry does not so much ask for escape from the terrors of that
hour, as for deliverance out of it. It is literally, ¢ Save—or deliver—Me
: gggan Ehls hour,” which would mean, ¢Carry Me safely through is

20I1es,

“But for this cause” &o. For what canse? Surely that He mlgl']t
endure its anguish, Why had He placed the cup to His Lips 5ave
that He might drink it to the dregs? It is as though the cry, © Father,
£ it be possible, let this cup pass from Me” (St. Matt, xxvi. 39.) e
0 ;ﬁ?{’l followed by, “The cup which My Father hath given Me

1ot drink it§” (xviii, 11.), :
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aog Father, ij‘i’v"i":{_" Thy name. * Then eame t}.lf?‘ff? %»__5‘_‘:{1
enice from Ils"-::'\"iu gaaying, [ have both g!(mnedtnmz 3.17.
y i u‘. ’_'")]”1?1’ f} aornatil.

?i?:i“ i'ifi’!j‘:} %-"’-"”t"—‘l‘-ﬁ' ﬂi“‘;fﬁ‘l’:', that stoed Ia}'_. and

sf__:;r-i i, savl that it thundered ; others said, Allhh .

g1 spake to Him. ‘ ' ) a1
af Jesus answered and eaid, YThis voice Cam® g, 4y o,

ch, T4 0.
ot because of Me, but for your sakes, il
91 Now is the judgment of this world: now «;:gg-zf-ef-
Jhall #the prinee of this world be cast out. &6.12

e A e P 5 O e e S S e e SR

e 2

08, * Pather, glorify Thy name.” This is the voice of the * ardour
v of obedience.”—* Glorify Thy name” by fulfilling Thy will,—answer-
ing to the “Not My will, but Thine, be done” of Gethsemane,
Pehold the 8on praying that the Father's Name might be glorified
through His Passion and Death! Through these alone He knew
man comld be saved, God's kingdom be established in the world, and thus
Ilis Name be hallowed and glorified. When we pray “ Hallowed be
«Thy Name”, are we willing that this should be, if need be, through
our own suffering ?

“ 1 have both glorified it,” &e. God had glorified His Name by
ail the evidences 1o had given of Christ’s Divine nature and power,
by the marvels at His Birth, by the Voice at His Baptism and Trans-
{-iration, and by all His mighty works, among which the Raising of
Lazarus would be fresh in the people’s thoughts. e was about to
glorify Iis Name again by the marvels of Christ's Death and Resur-
rection and Ascension, but chiefly by His Death (See on 31, 32.).

29. *“ 8aid that it thundered.” Seec how faithfully the Evangelist
records even the doubts of the people to the reality of this Voice,—
a signal proof of truthfulness. “If the Evangelists had wished to
“deceive, they might perhaps have said that thunder was a voice
“from beaven to Christ, but they would never have related that any
“one said that a Voice to Christ was thunder” (Wordsworth)). We
may suppose that 1o the Apostles at least the Voice was clear and
distinet.  Even among the dull multitude some fancied the sound more
like an Angel’s voice than thunder, Tt has been well noted upon this
passage how differently to different persons the Voice of God sounds
aceording to the state of the heart and the keenness of the spiritual
hearing,

80. “This voice came” &c. As at the tomb of Lazarus Christ
declares His own words spoken to the Father to be for the sake of the
b}%i'qnders (See xi. 42.), 5o now He declares the Father’s words spoken
to Him to be for their sake. How full of awe must this whole scene
have been to those Greek strangers who now first heard and saw Jesus!

31 “Now is the judgment” &e. *Now"—for Christ has before

is mind a vision of the coming trinmph, This and the next verse
declare the way in which God would glorify His Name.® By “judgs

ment” i meant condemnation, and by “this world” is meant the
wicked and unbelieving,—those who are {he true subjeets of the prince
({{, ethm world, For such the Cross of Christ brings only condemnation,
may mark how the Oross of Christ has, liko aa g}agnet,_ a twos
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32 And I, *if 1 be lifted up from the eariy will
y Wi

A.D.30.

5 draw Pall men unto Me. )

b 33 <This He said, signiymng what deatl, 1
o

L

b Rom. 5. 18,
Heb b should die. v R
‘st 34 -mm people unmy:crqd Him, *We have hegay
s 1004 (ut of the law that Christ abideth for ever. ;

&8.& 0w sayest Thou, The Son of man must 1;0'“&12'}

.I(

Fozek, 37. & 4 5 N
Dan. 2 4 p? who is this Son of man?

& 7. 14, 20, . .
icah 7. 35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little whilg
fold power, of I‘OP(}llill% and attracting. To some it is the «g
«of death unto death”; to others the “savour of life unf(;"]’i‘zoul'
(2 Cor. ii. 16.). In this verse we see its repelling power: in th ol
its attractive power. And, as the subjects of Natan’s k]'nrd‘e nexy
condemned, so is he himself * cast out”—cast out of his kiurrbd o (Blp
power. In the Death of Christ is the great overcoming and on an|
of the “strong man armed” (St. Luke xi. 21.). True, his Spoiling
already lessened (See on St. Luke x. 18.), but now it must Feoey g
deathblow. Now must the Seed of the woman bruise ﬂ':el OLTGWO ity
head. Henceforth not only is Satan robbed of his fri htf i Do
over the persons of men (See on St. Matt. viii. 28 )' butz‘: 1.1}11 Power
power to hold captive their souls. Man is redeemed, bo h’? shal,
Satan’s dominion, by the precious Blood of the Atonem utg L from
“ Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (St Ce, 18 IS master,
also on xvi, 11.). you” (St. James iv. 7. See
32, “And I” &e. Here is the attracti ‘0S8 r
f!‘Qm fl,le next verse that “lifted upﬂg'(;)tl]r?nﬂ?g ilzlith},oss. '“ ¢ leam
cified” The meaning then is, * When I am raised o S
;)I Wlln draw all men unto Me., But how m’illlaglell islt]pd o EheI?mSS’
: the . ) _ ' raw ? :
b}t 1e very love begotten by the sight of His marvellous S .?'I\ﬂy
ut partly also by the drawing of that Holy Spiri us Sacrifice,
Bage, ot ma by Tie donth- By, el oly Spirit, which He pur-
all nations and of all times, "Thgs the Gmelll{s oy ook, gt men o
reccive their answer. ° Ye would see 1‘I'{e»a , who asked to see Christ,
?:ould g2y, ‘and yo shall seo-and kito ; 3t ¢ e;qnd know Me’, our Lord
upon the Cross, lifted up from the rtg o VP TeBRIICY, Lea L g
sand all who will. into My fold”’ earth, and then I will draw you
Cirs may o sid 1 da Ttemlly el mo,s £ . whic
invites and attracts all men, and rally “all men”, for He calls and
but becanso they will not bo dr;;n;t tl}; not because He does not drav,
34, “Weo have heard” o i at 80 many come not to Him,
very plainly declared in the Old T ¢ eternity of Christ’s kingdom is
3114 ); and so little conld the Jews bi?d'(m,ne?t (See Isai.ix, 7. Dan. vil.
ﬂfeb[thfxt they began to doubt ~4«ahethle."e it possible that Christ should
hrist when He said, “ The Son f?r our Lord was really speaking
of man must be lifted up.” Could

it be that H :
Messiah ? © was speaking of some other * Son of man”, and not the

85, “Yet a litt
| le while” &e. Christ does not answer the peoples

it

32’ i If I be z, - .
Yled up”  For the foree of the “Tf” here see on xiil, 82
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£\Walk while ve have -
farkness come wpon you - tor € he t}mi a";‘ﬁ:_"ﬁ'lz'}:'
1A ese knoweth not w'tml_wr he é‘é{“f"h- e _
““f‘llf““'}\i}ﬁ ve have light, believe i the ]13‘«‘1‘*-“-;.“3";}}5“
u ‘mav. be Mthe children of light. fl’ln_*&‘-a;'f._ e
and departed, anc idid hide J2N0G s
Eph & B

Light with _\;‘-{l.

* .

L4 ¥l e

@ys TiE -
. ot

wohit ‘k SL

“reoth in darkn

that Yo may
S}E;{kt} Je;sus,

things

el TTOY 1enl. 1 Thess 5 &

Himeelf from ther 1 Thess. 8. 5
1, 11

37 ¥ Bat though He had done so many miracles -.z.&% 5
pefore them, vet they believed not on Him: e
48 that the saving of Esalas the prophet might ‘
po fulfilled, which he spake, *Lord, who hath xRom. 1016
pelieved our report? and to whom hath the
grm of the Lord been revealed ? Isaiah 53 1.
39 Therefore they could not believe, because that

Fsaias said again,
10 ! He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened ! Matt.13 14

question about the Son of man. Probably they would not have re-
ceived the truth, if He had told them. He merely gives them a
parting warning of the shortness of the time which remained, and in
which they mizht come to the Light and be saved. By the Light we
ean scarcely doubt that Jesus meant Himself (See on 1. 9. viil. 12.).
If onlv they would open their eyes to the true Light, they would soon
se¢ the answer to their question, and beneath that Light the mists of
ignorance and falsehood would pass away.

“walk” That is, Arise, and bestir yourselves. Look to your foot-
steps.i andhseek 111:1{;3l true p}a:th, v:iﬁile yox;l can. Alas! how are the Jewish
people, who would not have the Light, wanderi 1
kmowing not whither they go! ¢ ring now in darkness,

38. “Did hide Himself,” Retiring to the mo ives .
haps fo Bethany (See on St, Luke mg 37.). unt of Olives, or per

37—560. The unbelief of the Jews.

87. “Though He had done” &c. At Nazareth Christ
;I'; mighty work “because of their unbelief” (See on St. Ma.fl?l\%? 5df
I"glie in Jerusaiem He does many miracles, yet they believe ‘not,
. 1;:1;139 atshlen :fbehgf of ’ghe Ilf azarenes was more settled and obstinate,
¢ universal. g i i
ma;g hagobelieved o 42)1 Jerusalem some at le@st believed ; and
, 38. “Lord, who hath believed” &e.  That is, ¢ How f; th
‘?{}m ha_ve beheved the message of God's prophets: how ?;thg}erihara
4% p':f‘wle{re oi the Lord has been made known !’ .
40. “He hath blinded” &e. St. John, having quoted fr
L 1 A m
beginning of _.the fifty-third chapter, now quotes frﬁn ?:he sixth:Jl givit'g;

s,
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their heart; that they should Iz.lot see with },;,.
eyes, nor understand with tkeir heart, ang be

converted, and I should heal them. Isai. 6, o

wrwiat 41 ™These things said Esaias, when he saw i

v spake of Him. )
ngE}’ I?;il'e:'lthdess among the chief rulers g,
neht.15  many believed on Him; but ”'because of the Pha.
s82° Ll they did not confess Him, lest they shoulq
De put out of the synagogue :
43 ofor they loved the praise of men more thyy,
e praise of God. ‘
P Mark 2.37. th-’i*f Jesus eried and said, PHe that believeth ¢
1Pt 121 Z\ro pelieveth not on Me, but on Him that sent Me,

—

A.D. 3o

och & 4L

the sense rather than the exact words. This judicial blindness—
Mindness, that is, sent as a judgment upon those who would not gy
—was the reason why these Jews could not see. God blinds ang
hardens, when He withdraws His light and His grace from those who
have despised and rejected them (See on St. Matt. xiii. 15.).

41. “When he saw His glory.” That is, the wonderful vision of
the Lord Jechovah sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, while
the Seraphin cried one to another, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord
< of Hosts : the whole earth is full of His glory” (Isai. vi. 3.). St. John
here says that it was Christ, whose glory the prophet saw; a remark-
able testimony to His Divinity.

42, “They did not confess Him.” These were then bpt half-
believers, else they would have been willing to confess Christ before
men. How much of the inconsistency and unworthy conduet of pro-
fessing Christians springs from the root here laid bare—the loving the
praise of men more than the praise of God! We can hardly suppose
that St. John is thinking of such timid disciples as Nicodemus and
Joseph of Arimathwa in this place, though it was true that they did
not confess Christ. He seems rather to be thinking of others who, con-
vinced in understanding, yet refused from unworthy motives to yield
their hearts to Christ.

44. “Jesus cried and said” When was this? The words follow-
ing appear like a continuation of the previous discourse, yet that was
plainly ended (See 36.). Some think what follows was spoken on
another day during the same solemn week. Others (perhaps with moro
probability) think that St. John, having mentioned the unbelief of the
Jews, confirms his words by bringing forward our Lord’s own testimony
on the subject, giving a summary of His doctrine, gathered from many
dmcqumes rather than uitered at any one time, Thus the opening
fs'grds of this verse would mean, ‘In like manner Jesus Himself con
‘tinually spake, saying’'— : Pty

" He that believeth” &e. Christ sets forth the guilt of unbelief

eh{;?mg that to helieve on Him is to believe on the Father who
sent Him, so that to reject Him is to rotect § 1o sent Hi

v - reject Him is {o reject the Father who sent Him.

p——

2. " Pit out if the synagogue®  See on ix. 2,

S S
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45 And she that sceth Me seeth s

1(\. ' " A af hoso-

1‘.‘6 r [ am come a light mto the \‘\‘nl](]., that ?\]1(.‘%0 AN
ioveth on Mo should not abide 11;11‘1\11&‘{“9» &8 1,
ar My words, and bolieve

for t1 camo not to judgeschn 45,
! - B A N Ly
teh, A 17,

r ver, 85, 3.
.

wer beliovet |
t .;7 And if any man he
»1 judge him not:
;;‘:\' \\‘nlrlf]ll,l lf;lt to save the world, AT
[} . . ‘ '
48 " He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My " [-):u: 18,19
au . - ( f : Hi
words, hath oune dmt judgeth him : *the word that *eut & 1o

O . N ]
1 have spoken, the same shall judge him in the
Jast dn}'. _

40 For ¥I bhave not siwolmu of M}'SOIE‘; but thergh 8 3
Father which sent Me, He gave Mo a command-

ment, *what I should say, and what I should = Deut.18.18.
speak. . o

50 And I know that His commandment is life
everlasting: whatsoever I speal therefore, even as

the Father said unto Me, so I speak.

PSR

45. “ He that seeth” &e. So perfect is the Unity of the I’ ather and
the Son in the One Godhead (For a fuller comment see on Xiv. 9.).

47, “I judge him not.” That is, not now. It would not have
been true to say, ‘I will not judge him’; for Christ will judge all men
at His second coming.

48. “Hath one that judgeth him:” &o, That is, ‘hath a judge
‘to judge him.! And this judge is Christ’s own word spoken to him.
It is this, our Lord says, which will rise up against him, and condemn
him, The same truth is uttered again in the night of the Betrayal,
when our Lord says of His enemies, “ If I had not come and spoken
“unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for
“their sin™" (xv. 22,).

49, “He gave Me a commandment,” &, Thus does the Son ac-
knowledge the Father as the Fountain of all truth and wisdom., As
Man, Jesus was in all things obedient to the Father's commands
heing “inferior to the Father as touching His Manhood”: as Ged’
though He is “cqual to the Father as touching His Godhead”, yot
is He the eternal Word (See i. 1.), deriving eternally His wisdom from
the Father, as a stream from a fountain, and in ﬂvw Incarnation re-
vealing that wisdom to man (See on v. 18, 19.).

50. “His commandment is life everlasting.” That is, to every
ane who will receive and obey it. “The commandment” says St. Paul
“ was ordained to life” (Rom. vii. 10.). This was true from the begin-
ning, though through the sinfulness and weakness of man's fallen
nature it was “found to be unto death.” Now however, since Christ
}:affl won for us new gifts of grace, “the righteousness of the law” iy

lﬁlleg'm- us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”
(Rom,. viii. 4.), and Christians, justified through the Atfonement. sanc-
tificd by the Holy Spirit, and washed from their tr Ny T
Bloog. of the Cross, fnd that God’s  con T o the

0%, tud that God’s “ commandment is Jife everlasting,”
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CHAPTER XIIL
1_20. The Washing of the Apostles’ feet,

L. « Before the feast” That is, just immediately before. Ty,
words seem to belong closely to the words “He riseth from supper” :Se
and mark the time of the act there described. (),

« Phat He should depart.” Not that He was actually to retur ¢
the Father until forty-three days were past, but the last great s :
of His earthly sojourn were at hand. e

« Ho loved them unto the end.” The near a roach
events of the Passion, and the prospect of His I;I;tum tgf ‘Ehlg a‘lwof;l ,
which He _had before the worlds were made, could not lessen Ohgrist’z
love for His own. To the very last He thought not of Self, but of
them, Even on the Cross He cares for His murderers, for the dyin
thief, for His desolate mother. And now He is about to give a probgf
of His unceasing love in the washing of His disciples’ feet.

2. ‘:Suppel" being ended,” .This is not a correct translation. St.John's
?V}i}l‘d.b mel?n, When supper-time had arrived’, or perhaps only ‘ Supper

1av1ng een served’ It is plain that the Washing of the feet took
P a:?e at the b.egmnmg, not at the end, of the feast.

‘alr;’g;! gggél ha.}rn.lg now” &e, This means, ‘The devil having
s, cd o d;s?,no(i:r gﬁa ba,rgai;n with the Chief Priests was already
purpose (See on 27 Tg‘ sought opportunity to carry out hus wicked
gt ) This is said as making the love and condescel
o e vaviour in the act which follows still Tlous, for

e scorned 10t o perfom T ows still more marveow,

perform His lowly service even to the hateful Judas.

We know nothin i
of the cammon;stg J%ivigsllllnggn?el: Sl olde siar..- Simof e

3' HK i :
% "Enowing that the Father” &c. Again this is to exilt 17
_‘—_”/’-"

L “ When Jegys”
to the enq éfesu 8" de. From these words | Pa .
( : schal feq 7 th, xX1
T 3 may be read in a |17, ;n&dl f;egsfose&é\ Oéid%? Sotf'%%nts 06

cerni
*Bing the day of the | Notes on St, Luke xxii, 21—30



Sr. JOHN, XIII.

4 fHe riscth from supper, and laid aside His A.D.3p.
garments ; and took a towel, and girded Himself. 1 Luke22 27

5 After that He poureth water into a bason, and %%
began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe ¢hem
with the towel wherewith He was girded.

6 Then cometh He to Simon Peter: and 2Peter:ar. re.
gaith unto Him, Lord, 8 dost Thou wash my feet? &S Matt.3.

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do
thou knowest not now ; ® but thou shalt know here- b ver. 12,
after.

8 Peter saith unto Him, Thou shalt never wash ¢35
my feet. Jesus answered him, 'If T wash thee Eph.52."
not, thou hast no part with Me, Heb, 16, 22,

Saviowr’s love and humility. With His throne and kingly power full
in view, with the consciousness of His speedy return to the Father
clear within Him, He yet loves His own, and yet humbles Himself to
wash their feet. Mark how what would be faith in us is in Him knrow-

ledge. He knows His coming glory. It is to Him a certainty. Yet
behold what follows !

4. ““He riseth from supper,” &c. How vividly would the Evan-
gelist recall the wonderful scene! Indeed every event of this great night
must have been stamped indelibly upon the memory of each one who
witnessed it. The sudden rising from the table, the laying aside of His
loose outer garments, the girding Himself with the towel,—how must
the Apostles have watched each act with deep wonder. He, their Lord
and Master, is making Himself their servant! Truly He “made Him-
“self of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, . . and
“being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself” (Phil.ii.7,8.).

8. “Then cometh He” &e. It seems that at first in silence and
reverence they suffered our Lord to begin. But the ardent eager Peter
could not accept his Lord’s lowly act in silence. 'We cannot blame his
words, for they are words of humility ; yet it would have been humbler
perhaps to have bowed in silence to his Master’s will.

7. “ What I do” &c. That is, its true meaning, and spiritual teach-
ing. Alford well points out that what is here implied is, 1. The
Washing itself, as a lesson of humility and love. 2. Its spiritual mean-
ing. 8. The great act of love, of which it was a picture,—namely,
Christ’s laying aside of His glory, and becoming in the form of a ser-
vant, that the Holy Spirit might cleanse men. The first of these was
known very soon, for Christ Himself explained it (See 14.). The
SISCOHd and third were not fully seen till after the Spirit was given at

entecost. '

- 8, “Thou shalt never” &c. Now St. Peter’s eager heart betrays
him into a too vehement opposition to his Lord. He is scarcely humble
in this second and stronger refusal. It is as though he knew best
what was fitting for Christ to do. .

“ If T wash thee not,” &c. From the outward act Christ now turns
to the inward meaning, though St. Peter does not so understand Him,
It is as though He eaid, ¢ This washing is but a sign and type of an
“inward washing, without which thou hast no part in Me.
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Ap.go, 9 Simon Peter saith unto Him, Loxd, not
~—— ounly, but also my hands and my head. Wy fo
10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washeq
not save to wash his feet, but is clean evey Deedey),
amwa  and ¥ ye are clean, but not all. “TY whit,
ch. 6. 64, 11 For 'He knew who should betys _
therefore said He, Ye are not all clean. y Hun;
19 So after He had washed their feet, apgq
3, 25,0, LRIED His garments, and was set down 5 2ain haq
Mot 38, <0 vinto them, Know ye what I have done to y He
Take 6, 46, .
e 13 mYe call Me Master and Loxd : and g o
Sz 3 well; for so I am. e say

——

9. “Lord, not my feet” &c. The eagerness of the Apostle is
tumed the other way. What he refused vehemently before }f't Olige
vehemently desires. If it is to give him a part in Christ h € oy
have too much of it. If St. Peter is over zealous and eagér € canngt
and yet more a little after (See 87.), are none of us over 8s here,
sluggish? Better Peter’s fire than our ice. cold ang
10. * He that is washed” &e. Ther . )
“that hath been bathed needeth not’ &cc: t?fil 3?(3"?16 t?grtlslllastvgrﬁe 15, ‘He
being a different word from that translated “to wash” ed .-Wa§he.d”
the more complete washing of a bath, such as was ¢ : tan signifying
wealthier Jews before a feast, Thus the literal m“S omary for the
¢ After a man bas partaken of the bath, he only n d:alnng would be,
‘from the dust that has soiled them o’n his W}; e Tﬁo »W a§h a1 Tk
;‘;ﬁ“ﬁfg " thaé theLA%OSﬂeS had literally used g “bath l?(la?orles ’ﬁfe n1§reed
L supper.  Our Lord’s words point solely to the spiri e
This teaches that those once cleansed b gh 0415 fpiritmal Teaning
sin need no second i gr s f0ml LHeRpoLalion G
S g, e o e, 2
ut one—had ” G, e Apostles—a
s, Tot Ho woutd shoy thens 10 . oblh nevie perpeinsl st
ing from the dust of their dail aft-l?fy still needed perpetual cleans-
There is “one Baptism for th y failings. So ?nth Christians now.
St, Paul “ the washing”-—litera?l r?ﬁIﬁu&?mn O’f sins.” This is called by
i, §). But in the same versg the f ath’— of regeneration” (Titws
us, not only by this * washing”, b te postle speaks of Christ saving
“Ghost”; and this "renewig gl also by the “renewing of the Holy
by all. ¢ As there must be fng answers to the daily washing needed
“ways of the world, so th or us a continual walking in the dirty path-
“The devil”, says I:uther ?fti) must be_ a continual washing” (Presootf.);
:?0 thﬁf holiest some dust ’cle: hE2 ﬁ%}mt reach hegpen wiclon fee't.’
Il‘grglve us our trespasses” i: gtsﬁewﬂﬁlils? eec’ls c? a?hing ey by GhE%>
. “He ”» ian’s daily prayer.
of him who ]fﬁ?géd uAnﬁl- yﬁt He washed that trgigor’g feot—the fect
derful humility Letpus 11sea el against” Him (18,)! Ob most ¥
m two things from this: 1, Not to 860

0 do servi
her that aﬁxﬁﬁﬁe u‘;‘;?;thy and the ungrateful ; and 2. To reme™
clean, can bring g gpa ing of & holy rite, when the heart 18 ¥

race, and give “no part with"” Christ (8.)-
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14 ®If I then, your Lord and Master, have A.D.30.
washed your feet; ©°ye also ought to wash ones Luksz 21
anothel"s feet., . o R{cu.n. ]2!. 1.1).

15 ¥or *I have given you an example, that ye [LIe5.5.
chould do as I have done to you. PhiLZ 5 "

16 4 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant 1Jein 26
is not greater than his lord; neither he that is Tukee 4o -
sent greater than he that sent him, ch. 15. 20

17 *If ye know these things, happy are yeo if yerJames1.25,
do them.

18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have
chosen : but that the scripture may be fulfilled,
sHe that eateth bread with Me hath lifted up®¥" 2L

: Matt. 26, 23,
his heel against Me, Psalm 41, 9,

14. “If I then,” &c. This is the first and simplest lesson of our
Lord’s act (See on 7.). It teaches us to be ready to do the com-
monest -and lowliest services for others, in a spirit of unpretending
humility. We are but Christ's servants, and dare we count ourselves
above such humble acts as He Himself performed? St. Paul, in his
directions to Timothy as to the character of the widows who should
be supported by the Church, counts it one of their duties to have
“washed the saints’ feet” (1 Tim. v, 10.). In these days the duty binds
us in the spirit rather than in the letter., And surely there are num-
bers in our land, even in these days of dimmer faith and colder love,
—especially women, whether devoted to such work altogether, or
mingling it with their other duties,—who “know these things”, and
are “ happy” because they “do them” (17.).

15, “That ye should do” &e. Jesus now taught in act what He
before taught in word, when He said, “ Learn of Me; for I am meek
“and lowly in heart” (St. Matt. xi. 29.),

18. “I know whom I have chosen.” Jesus had chosen all twelve,
though one of them was a devil (See vi. 70.). So it is best to under-
stand this to mean—not ‘I know which among you I have chosen’,—
but, ‘I know the heart and character of each one among you, I am
‘not deceived in you, though I have done this act to all alike.” Our
Lord is turning back to His words “but not all” (10.), and proving
how well He knew the secret thoughts of those before Him,

“ That the scripture” &c. This does not mean, ‘I have made this
‘choice that the Scripture may be fulfilled’, but simply, ‘All is ‘taking
‘place that the Scripture may be fulfilled” (See on St. Matt. i. 22.).
In other words, ‘All is in accordance with the will and foreknowledge
‘of God.

“He that eateth bread” &ec. In the forty-first Psalm, from which
these words are quoted, King David is speaking of his own troubles,
but these were a type and shadow of Christ’s. How the eating bread
with Christ was lilerally fulfilled in the case of Judas we sha]l see
Eresently (in 26.). Meanwhile let us mark how fearful a warning is

ere conveyed to the faithless communicant, who eats bread with Christ,
but in his heart rebels against Him,
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19 ¢2Now I tell you before it comg
A.D.30 - ss. ve may believe >
i, it is come 1o Pass, § Ay ‘eleve. that T
& 10, 4 90 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He
- ot : Sz ~ N ] '
nceforth. ceiveth whomsoever I send 1 ecerveth M, thag r

e,

& 25, 40.
Tuke 10.16.

caniz2n 21 § When Jesus had thus said, *He Was g
in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily oy
v aets 1,77, unto vou, that yone of you shall betray Mo I Say
Tiomn21% " H TMhen the disciples looked one” g -.alloth
othey

doubting of whom He spake.
—_—

19. I tell you before” &c. Few things would be g, lik
chake the faith of Christ’s disciples as to discover afterwargg ;hely f
had suffered such an one as Judas to be among the chosen Tat H;
They might have thought He could not have really known hig cha;V elye
or He would have driven him from Him in righteous anger Saeter,
suffers no doubt to exist on the subject, but shews clearly Hjs D(‘)--He
knowledge of the traitor’s heart. . > Viving

20, « He that receiveth” &ec. This verse at first sight seen
have no connexion with what has gone before, but a little fhon }20
will show how close the connexion is. It seems spoken to shoy hgot
high was the office and election from which Judas fell ; as wel] 4 t‘;
comfort the rest of the Apostles, who would feel disgraced by his fy
with the thought that they were still the heralds and ambassadors f

Christ and of the Father who sent Him.

thay wh
am He €n

21—30. Announcement of the Betrayal.
St. Matt, xxvi. 20—25. St. Mark xiv, 17—21. St. Luke xxii, 21-23,

2L “Troubled in spirit.” Certainly at the thought of the awful
wickedness of the fallen Apostle. He now once again more clearly e
tifies (bears witness) to the fact of the presence of the traitor among
them. The Apostles had not understood His meaning before, whet
He had said they were “not all” clean (10.), and when He had quoted
from the forty-first Psalm (18.). Now they cannot mistake His meanine
22, “ Doubting of whom He spake.” It seems to us very strabg’
that they shoul.d not have suspected Judas. He had so far been @ Su®
geSSf}l}, hypoerite. Yet each heart knew its own weakness, and the
“irlzlelt ulness of sin, Large grace makes tender consciences. And ©
" ?’ ‘I‘;%_l‘e exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to 8
“unto Him, Lord, is it 117 (St, Matt,). We know indeed what %
perh:moig them (not the traitor) had to ask, *Lord, is it 1 f all
tho wﬁi fe’h-W ho was s0 soon to deny his Lord thrice, leash ° ”
Veruaunl")k imself as able to fall so low. And yet denying 13 e ing
J pulike befraying, Quly let us not say this without remember’

that the one sin Jden
. W : y 1 Lon suc
fall in the moment ‘:)Sf ; izittle,d deliberate purpose, the other
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23 Now ?there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom A.D.30.
one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 2 ch, 19. 26,

24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that 5 .%?’7,2'20,24_
he should ask who 1t should be of whom He

spake. . '
95 He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto

Him, Lord, who 1s it?

26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall
give a 2sop, when I have dipped . And when He?Or morsel.
had dipped the sop, He gave 4 to Judas Iscariot,

the son of Simon, a Luke 22, 3
27 *And after the sop Satan entered into him. ens70.

——

23. “ Leaning on Jesus’ bosom.” The Jews reclined on couches
at the table, each leaning on the left arm, so that his head would be
near the breast of the one next above him, and his feet on the couch
behind the one next below him. (This will explain how the woman
could stand behind our Lord and anoint His feet. See St. Luke vii. 38.)
It appears that the Jews had discontinued the original mode of eating
the Passover standing and prepared as for a journey (See on St. Matt.).

“ One of His disciples,” &e. Undoubtedly St. John himself, whom the
Holy Spirit permitted to speak of himself under this most blessed of titles.

24. “ 8imon Peter” &c. The claims of Rome make it needful to
point out that St. Peter, though in some sense first, as leader and spokes-
man, of the Apostolic band, yet had no pre-eminence or authority over
the rest. Here he is plainly in an inferior place to St. John. We
may also take occasion to note that in washing their feet Jesus did
not approach him first (See 6.). He may indeed have been on the
other side of Christ from St. John, but this would not be so honour-
able a place, and it is more probable that this was the place of the

traitor (See on St. Matt.).

““ Beckoned.” That is, made signs.
25, “Lying on Jesus’ breast’”” The expression here is not the

same as in 23, but means ¢throwing himself back upon,’” that is, throw-
ing back his head so as to ask the question in a whisper.

28, “He it is,” &e, Both question and answer were probably unheard
by the rest. This dipping and giving of the sop—probably a piece
of bread dipped into the broth made with bitter herbs which was used
in the Paschal Supper—was not the same as the dipping his hand
with Christ in the dish (See on St. Matt.). That seems to have been .
a general expression, pointing only to one of those eating with Him,
This is the secret sign given to St. John to point out the traitor, Surely
this giving of the sop would be looked upon as a mark of favour and
regard, Yes; for the Giver loved His own—even the lost among His
own—unto the end. Who shall say it was not the last appeal to the
seared conscience and hardened heart?

27, “Satan entered into him,” Now fully and finally. Judas had
made his last choice : rejected his last chance. He was “a devil” a ycar
before, as being a servant of Satan (See on vi. 70.). Satan, whom he
served, put it into his heart to betray Christ (See 2.). But npw Satan
took entire possession of him, He was utterly reprobate. His true
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A.D.%. Then said Jesus unto him, That thoy docst N

ickly.
qlélg {gow no man at the table knew for what ¢,
tent He spake this unto him. .

bch.12.6, For some of them thought, becauge ® Judag
th%:g bag, that J{sus had said unto him, Buy H}:;Se
things that we have need f)f against the feast; o
that he should give something to the poor. )
30 He then having received the sop went imp,.
diately out : and it was night.

e
or had eot him fast at Jast. Behold the awful growth of sin! 1,
:)I;‘asng?;lgy 11&%3 the root. The fruit was the selling of the Son of Godeg
xii. 6.

(S?‘GDOCI: quick%y,” In St. Matthew our Lord’s last word to Judsg
is. % Thou hast said”, in answer to his question of daring hypocrisy,
«Master, is it 1?7 The present words of Christ must have fol-
lowed those. * Those signified, ‘I see through thee: thou knowest it.
«+] also know it”” Now Judas begins to acf, His resolve is finally
taken, He is leaving the chamber, Therefore Jesus, who could not
die except by His own free will, for His life no man took from Him,
but He laid it down of Himself (See x. 18.), added this, “ What thon
“doest, do quickly.” *“I not merely suffer it: I command thee to do
«¢jt, quickly, now, Thou willest it; I also will it. Get thee hence”
Stier.
: 28.)“ No man knew?” &ec. St John may possibly mean none ex-
cept himself, but it seems better to suppose that, while certainly St.
John, and probably St. Peter and others, knew by this time that it
was Judas who should betray Christ, yet none of them thought the
deed of darkness was to be done so soon, or that our Saviour spoke
of the betrayal itself when He spoke His last words to Judas.

29. “Buy those things” &c. It would be too late to buy anything
for the very meal in which they had been engaged. Therefore it seems
best to understand “the feast” here in the wider sense, as meaning
the whole paschal week, rather than in the sense of the one great
paschal meal (See Note on St. Matt. xxvi. 17.).

“That he should give” &e. This little hint supplies a key to our
Lord’s usual habit. His loving and thoughtful remembrance of the
poor made it seem not improbable that He should even at that hour
of the night have sent Judas out on some errand of mercy. These two
guesses of the Apostles are named to show how little they knew what
Judas really went out to do.

30. ““It was night,” Night in the world without ; but (as has been

30, “ Went immediately out” 1t will | of Christian worship. i ‘aver,
be noticed that, although St. John gives ship. Tt will, however

naturally be asked, in what portion of
our Lord’s great prophetical discourse | St. John’s account of the last Spupper are
upon the subject in chapter vi., yet he | we to insert the Institution of the Sacras
gives no account of the actual institution | ment, and was it before or after the de-
of the Lord’s Supper. It was unneces- | parture of Judas? 1t is probably best
gary, since he wrote long after the other | to understand it as taking place before,
Evangelisis, and when the holy sacra-

€ but See on St. Matt, xxvi. 25, and Note
ment itself was the great universal act : on 8t. Luke xxii. {211. 3
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i ut, Jesus A.D-30.

1 rone O
.+ when he was g0 a 12. 23
T]lerefOI ©, 1 1fi d &Ild God_ ¢ ch, 12. 2.
. So man gloruie d ch. 14. 13.
ﬂ]’.\ToW is_the on of B , 1 Det, 4 1

is glofllf God bemé;loriﬁed in Him, God shall also®5%™

: iif Him in Himself, and fshall straightway fch.12.25
g% Him.
gloﬂfy He has left for

A% “ Sa,]ll EellfO]d. da.l .g t l i or heaurtu
GV ) SR

darkness. ) N
31—35. Christ about to be glorified enjoins love on
' . His disciples.

, . g place to the end
g1, ¢ When he was gone out:’l&c. 3]23]1; fg;cltsinrgd;irﬁml of fhe
of the 17th fhaptm%.ls tthann;gsi& ;;u:n;;ens His heart to His clll)oseln
whole Gospel BATAIV intense overflowing love— inds
ones. The traitor is gone, and Iow_re-—-lré end T ihtul ones together.
now the Divine Master and His little ban s of holy awe in
There is a tone of great peace and calm as We] 8 0 e which
ost blessed chapters. ¢ These were the last moment
Hlt(ifg ilord spent in th% midst of His own _beforle HI? ];ﬁ»s‘oil_[@il;; lig’i(;
« words full of heavenly meaning ﬁowe:d during t11em trJ(o it Hix
«Tips. All that His Heart, glowing with love, hac yey o {he on
« own was compressed into this short space of time. 2 . 15 1; o
« versation with the disciples takes more the form of usua ‘tg 1a Ib{im.
«“yoclining at the table, they m(_)urnfully reply to andlquels. ‘1011 ” o
« But when (xiv. 81.) they had risen from the supper, the discours 1”
« Christ took a higher form. Surrounding their Master, thg disciples
«Jistened to the words of Life, and seldom spoke (only xvi. 17, 29.).
« Finally, in the sublime prayer of the great High Priest (xvii.) the
« whole Soul of Christ flowed forth in earnest intercession for His own
«to His Heavenly Father” (Olshausen quoted by Alford.).

¢« Now is the Son of man” &, The work of glorification had
begun, for the work of the Passion had begun. It was in His Death
that Christ was glorified (See on xii. 28, 81, 52.). The Cross is so
close that Jesus says, “ Now”, That Cross of shame was the Saviour's
Throne of glory.

“God is glorified in Him.” That is, in the Passion and Death of
His Son, by which is fulfilled the prayer, “ Father, glorify Thy Name™
(xii. 28.) ; for do not these set forth, as nothing else could, the infinite
love, and Divine compassion, of the Father as well as of the Son?
God is more glorified by the Cross of Jesus than by the waters of the
Flood or the thunders of Sinai.

82, “If God” &e. The “If” here does not imply any doubt. It
I nearly the same as ‘since’ or ‘ when’, and is used in the same sense
as th?, “If” in the words, “If I be lifted up” (xii. 82.). By “in Him-
“self” is here meant ‘by Himself’, that is, “by His own act or power’
and is spoken of the Father, not of the Son. 8o that the meanin ig’
'; Gc_)d‘:shall. Himself,:by His own act or power—glorify the Son: ga nid’
fthis “straightway.”’ God did so in the marvels of the Crucifixion,—

the darkness, the earthquake, the 1 it :
yoro in the Resurrecﬁo%,a ¢, tho rent veil of the Temple,—but still
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; children, yet a little whil, I _
A.D. 30 %13 I‘%teﬂsehall seeck Me: and as T gy ?1111114( With
gch 734 YO

. cannot come : 9 thy
8, 21. 3‘ eWS, 'VVhlther I gO, ye s S0 Dow I Say

v, 10, 18. rO1l. .
bci'.e %.13,17. £O 3 4:02 A new commandment I give unto you

FEph. 5. 2. . T 1 ve IOV 1 . ) ha_t
.4 9. er: as 14 ed voy
éilsg: 58 ve love one another; YOu, ot

Yo
i Tet, 1,22, one another,
R 1;% ]? gay this shall all men know that ye 4y, My

93, & 4. 21. ) x one to another,
s1Jom2.5. giseiples, if ye have love

&4.20. —_—

. : »  PBehold with what tel’l’der love Jesug $Pealks
38, thﬁesshl}:if{%nlm’e d them unto the en.d1 I(il)C o
to His Apostle hile» Only a fow hours now #ill His Crucifixion, 4,
her s ftor His Restrrection brief mysterious appearances for forty deys,
then a .

no more. . p 2
g thez; se?g %tia?t{le Jews.” Twice had He said this (vii, 34, 5q
“Ag sa

i ith the fearful addition, “Ye shall dje 3,
viil. 21.), the S%’ﬁgge gﬁew%]?s ;rIe could not speak to the Eleven, for
o ind d they could not come to Him yet, still death, which would
ﬂiogeg }; lwlxlr?cieeer guﬁ"ythan ever between the unbelievers aﬁd the %aérmur,
E)vguld bring His own to Him2ggam. To die is to them to “depart
« [ ist” (Phil. 1. 23.).

a;f. }f‘e f 11?;5 hggimg:dment.”) T]‘Je comma,nchnlen?t tmt)hlove :_Jnﬁa bgn-‘
other was not wholly new. Indeed * Thou shalt love hy 111t83-]g. 11(11
“as thyself” was part of the law of Moses (See Lev. xix. .,)’, an
our Lord Himself declares that ‘‘all the Law and the Prophets” hung
upon the two commandments of love to God and love to man (See St.
Matt. xxii. 37—40. and Compare Rom. xiii. 8.). How then does Christ
call this a new commandment? The answer seems to be, Because it
was now announced as the great leading central command of the new
Covenant. Qur Lord had just instituted the holy Sacrament as the
new Passover; and, just as after the first Passover the Law was
given in thunders on Sinai, so now after the institution of the new
Passover the Law of the new covenant was made known, It is true
that love to others was known as one of God’s commands of old, yet

the great leading central commands of the old covenant were the Ten
written upon the two Tables of stone by the Finger of God. Christ
does not destroy these, but H

_ ¢ announces in that Upper Chamber the
principle and leading feature of the new Covenant, namely, Love,
The Evangelist doubtless refers to this when he speaks in his first
Epistle of the law of Love ag both an ¢

I W : ‘old commandment” and a “new
commandment” (1 8. John i. 7,8). There are other ways in which
the old commandment has become iy SOme sense new: namely, 1. Be-
ca:;s% ?mong (zlhnzsn.%ls therehis & new and closer bond of love than
wag before ; and 2. ecause there is a new 4 ] 4

than was bitong, o 6w and higher Pattern of love

: this latter—the Saviour's own example of loye—
He speaks in the next words,—“as T have loved you.” e

85. “By this shall ap men” &e. Qur Lord uses like lan )
: : i guage in
EIIS wonderfi] prayer, praying for Hig disciples “that they all may be
4 gne, a3 Thon, Father, art in Me, and T in Thee, that they also may
¢ one In Us; that the woplg may believe that Thou hast sent Mg*
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56 9 Simon DPeter said unto Him, Lord, whither A.D.30.
oest Thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go,
thou canst not follow Me now; but ¥thou shaltxch 21 1s
follow Me afterwards. aFek L%

97 Peter said unto Him, Lord, why cannot I
follow Thee now? I will lay down my life for Thy
sake.

88 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy
life for My sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee,

The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied Me
thrice.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 Christ comforteth His disciples with the hope of heaven: 6 professeth
Himself the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and One with the Father :
13 assureth their prayers in His name to be effectual : 15 requesteth

love and obedience, 16 promiseth the Holy Ghost the Comforter, 27
and leaveth His peace with them,

ET 2not your heart be troubled: ye believe insyeror
God, believe also in Me. gh16. 2,

(xvii. 21.). By love here,—by unity there—are Christ’s disciples to
be known. It was so in primitive times. Then it could be said, ¢ See
“how these Christians love one another!” But what shall we say
now ?

36—38. The Prophocy of St. Peter’s Denial,
St. Matt. xxvi. 30—35. St. Mark xiv. 26—~31, St. Luke xxii, 31—34.

86. “Simon Peter said” &e. We may imagine Jesus to have
paused a little while after the last words, which gave St.Peter the
opportunity of referring back to His earlier saying as to His departure.
The Apostle felt able to follow his Master even to death itself. He
never doubted his own courage. How well does he teach us the lesson,
“Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor.
x. 12)).

“\%hither I go” &e. Christ does not tell His Apostle that he can
never follow Him. It is, ‘ Not now—Dbut afterwards.” *Not now’, for
he lacked the courage, as was too sadly proved; ‘but afterwards’, for
he did indeed in the end follow his Master by laying down his life for
His sake (See on xxi. 13, 19.).

CHAPTER XIV.

XIV.—XVI., Final discourse the night before the
Crucifixion., “

1. “TLiet not your heart” &c. OGreatly must the Apostles have
needed comfort, and sorely must their hearts have been troubled, for

37, 38. It seems probable, as has been |namely, after the going forth from the
said in the Note on St. Matt. xxvi. 31., | * upper room.”

that this announcement of St. Peter’s CHAPTER XIV.
denial really occurred a little later, | 1. *Ye believe” d¢. Probably the word




Wi, o UI.L,L\J’ XITV-

an.%0. 2 In My Father’s house are Man A
b ch. 13, 35 # were not so, I would have to]q groih&“iﬂ)iong- :

cvér. 18, 28, Prepa’re a place fOI‘ you. 2 ’:?
it

S 5 And i 1eo and preparo o place g,

& 17. 24, ill come again, and receive y Yo
1 Thess. 4, ng < t}, e You untg M:ys(al} ‘11, )
. where I am, fhere ye may be also, 3 Ay

they had heard that their Master was about to m

of themselves was to betray Him, and that another woyyq 2 hat
And could any words be fuller of blessed comfort tha?lldﬂdcny e

08¢ ﬁlh_
follow ? . % Whig),
“ Yo believe in God,” &ec. 0h1‘1§t would urge faith in God
Himself as Son of God and One with the Father, as the g’ M i
of all comfort. According to our translation (but seec Note) H, i%;nﬂupq
that the Apostles had faith in God, but were lacking in fajth 1[0“‘1311&3
Ilimself. Doubtless they still held very imperfect notions of Hig Naitllm,*
and office and work; and it would be by a more perfect realiip,
these that their hearts would be able to put away their trouble, g of

find “joy and peace in believing” (Rom. xiv. 17. See on xv. 11 &;nd t

9, “In My Father’s house” &c. By the “house” is ceit}x,illl\-
meant the heaven in which God is; that is, the place where His g,
rious presence is revealed. “ Mansions” means ‘ngodes’ or ‘ dwelling.
‘places.” Christ had told His Apostles that, whither Ie was going,
they could not come. He now tells them, not only that they shoul
follow Him afterwards, but still more that He is going to prepare 4

laco for them, and that He will come back and fetch them. Some

};ave seen in the words ““many mansions” a hint of the degrees of glory
which await the saints. This may be so, and it would be in accordance
with the teaching of holy scripture in other places (See on St. Matt,
xx. 10, xxv, 21.), but the main thought in this place seems to be the
abundance of the room. ¢ There is a place for all, where the mansions
“are many” (Burgon.).

“To prepare a place.” Christ was now about to receive ““all power
“in heaven and in earth” (St, Matth. xxviii, 18.). Thus, when He
ascended up, He entered heaven as King over the many mansions,
which He had purchased for His redeemed and would distribute to
them at His second glorious appearing. He thus prepares a place,
going before to open the way, and to claim the right, and to apportion
the inheritance. ,

. 3. “I will come again,” &c. All scripture casts forward the Chris-
tian's hope to the second coming of his Lord. It is impossible to recon-
cile Scripture language with the popular idea that each one will be
judged and will enter upon his final state of joy or misery immediately
upon death. The judgment, and the entrance into eternal joy or eternal

“Believe” is a command in both
. parts | both cases. It seems however best to
%f this eegtence, and the “ye” should | take the sentence as urging on the Apos-
be omiited.  In_the Greelk exactly the | tles a living faith in both God tho Fa:
mﬁlfd? ord signifies Believe’ (as a com-{ ther and God the Son as the true ground
ed) gnd Yo believe’ (as a fact assert- | of their comfort, It may also be ob-
ar,tsanf this word, being used in both | served that the Greek word translated
ave th the sentence, wonld probably | “in” in both clauses is more strictly
d "3 € same sense in hoth. Some in-| * upon”, and is never used of belief in
eed would translate it ‘yo helieve’ in|any truth, or in any person except God,
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4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye A.D.30.
know.

5 Thomas saith unto Him, Tord, we know not
whither Thou goest; and how can we know the

way ? _

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am °the Way, ftheecmen o8
Truth, and $the Life: Pno man cometh unto the &%’ -
Father, but by Me, EcLlt

7 'If ye had known Me, ye should have known®ch.10.9
My Father also: and from henceforth ye know’ cb. 8 15.
Him, and have seen Him.

woe, are always spoken of as taking place at the second coming of Christ.
(As to the Intermediate State see on St. Luke xvi. 25.)

4. “Whither I go” &c. These things the Apostles knew, and knew
not. They knew, for they knew God the Father, to whom Christ went,
and they knew Christ Himself, who is the Way. But they knew not,
for as yet they understood not.

5. “Liord, we know not® &e. It secems strange that any of them
should not have known whither their Lord went, when He had told
them so plainly of His Father’s House. Yet they were “slow of heart”
(St. Luke xxiv. 25.) in understanding. Especially was St. Thomas slow
in receiving the truth (See xx. 24, 25.).

6. “I am the Way,” &c. Thomas spoke first of the ¢ whither”,
and then of the “ Way.” Jesus replies not to the ¢ whither”, for they
that know the “Way ™ are led thither, and need not to see the golden
walls of the Father’'s House ever before them. So He only tells them
of the way. It is as though one asked, ¢ Where is the great Ocean?
*And how shall I find my way to it?’ and another should take him to
a river-side, and say, ‘ That river runs to the Ocean. Trust thyself to
¢“it, and it will bear thee thither.” When Chbrist calls Himself ¢ the
“Way”, He means what He says at the end of this verse—that no man
can reach God except through Him ;—and this in two senses, 1. in
respect of His work for us, since we, as sinners, could not approach
God save through His merits and Atonement; 2. in respect of His
work in us, since the pathway which leads to heaven is a life con-
formed to Christ. The Cross is the leading thought in both views,
Christ is the Way, in that He bare the Cross for us: and Christ is the
Way, in that we must take up our cross daily, and follow Him,

When our Lord adds “T am the Truth, and the Life”, these are not
separate statements, each of the same force as the “I am the Way”, but
rather they belong to and explain that. The words have been under-
stood thus: ‘I am the Way ; the true Way ; the living Way’; but this,
though true, takes away from the full force of the saying. We would
rather state it thus: ‘I am the Way; and, being the Way, I am the
‘ Truth, which alone can save you from straying into false paths; and
‘the Life, which alone can quicken and support you in passing along
‘the true Way.’

7. “If ye had known Me,” &c. Our Lord had spoken like words
before, but to very different hearers (See on viii. 19.). They that knew
Christ as God’s Son knew the Father also, since He and the Father are

: 3 C
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AD.30. 8 Philip saith unto Him, Lord, gh
Father, agd it sufficeth us. WU g
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been go Tong 4
with you, and yet hast thou not known Me }g)h-lme
kch 12,45, k He that hath seen Me hath seen the Fatl{er. '
Hev. 1.3, how sayest thou then, Shew us the Fathery °
ver, 20, 10 Believest thou not that 'T am in the Fathey
gir o and the Father in Me? The words that I speak
oo 5,10, unto you ™I speak not of Myself: but the Fathe,
&T16  that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works,
& 12. 40, 11 Believe Me that T am in the Father, and ),
neh.5.36. Father in Me: ®or else believe Me for the very

& 10, 38.
works' sake.

"One. He is the Word, revealing God to man. In Himself God cannot
be seen or known by man. It is only by knowing the Son that man
can know the Father.

“ From henceforth.” That is, from the time that was then close
at hand—the “now” of Christ’s prophetic vision of His coming glory
(Sec xiii. 31.). It is true the Apostles might have known and seen
(with spiritual sight) the Father in the Son before this. But now their
eyes would begin to open more fully.

8. “T.ord, shew us the Father,” &e. Philip plainly is amazed at
those last words, “ Ye know Him, and have seen Him.” ¢ When have
T seen Him? he would say: ‘Let us but behold Him for one moment,
and we shall be satisfied.”  How weak was that faith, and how imper-
fect that knowledge, which would thus sever between the Father and
the Son, and ask for that which could be granted to no man! And yet
how true a thing did Philip speak, even if he had not the thought in
his mind, when he said, “It sufficeth us™; for what else will wholly
and for ever suffice except the vision of God?

9. “Have I been” &e. Jesus condescends to unfuld the mystery of
His Oneness with the Father yet more fully to the wondering eleven in
His answer to St. Philip. He knew there was no pride or obstinacy in
the Apostle’s faltering words ; there was weuk faith, but there was the
desire to learn, and He who is “the Truth” sheds new rays of light
upon the dimness of that faith. TLet these rays of heavenly light fall
upon our hearts, and awake in them an adoring reverence. The human
ﬁllllzﬁsaﬁefeet 1=;ees1 ‘&thl;'ough a glass darkly” (I Cor. xiii. 12.) ; and the
bl fa’[homri?l‘lrgzl enoale h‘?velrlﬂy mysteries. We profess not to measure
ity W. e hope some day to know even as we aré
. 10. “The words” &e. This senten : : i
its full meaning thus :—* The Wordsewclzficlﬁa% 5 eégﬁpilgg dlagm I c:sutealﬁ
::?ﬁ g?ﬁyseli; and the works which I do, Ipdo not of %/?yéelf :Pbut
“ dootls ai;h :rwgrﬁ; ,,di(\}eglul’eth in Me, He speaketh the words, and He
on v.18, 19.), rgon. Upon the doctrine of this passage see

L. “Believe Me” &o. That is, * Beliove the simple word of trt
‘ . 2 . ’ 1th
.‘I‘];%eltle;iifclme this mystery,—or, if that is too harlgl, believe Me 01;

ony of My works,” Jesus had often appealed to the witness
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12 °Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that be- A.D.30.

Jieveth on Me, the works that I do shall he doo. Mat, 21.21
z arg ), -
lso: and greater works than these shall he do; 1ike 10 17
[ih »

pecause 1 go unto My Father, . ot

13 » And whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, doricil. 2s.
that will T do, that the Father may be glorified in ¢ 16 1, 1o,
the Sol], James 1, b,

1 John 3. 22, & 5. 14.

Pr—

1is worls in arguing with the unbelieving Jews (See v. 36. x. 37, 88..).
gel now urges thegsan%e evidence upon the Apostles themselves, if His
simple word suffices not. s .

12, “He that believeth®” &e. This would be a still farther proof of
Christ's oneness with the Father. Not only had men the witness of
those works which Christ performed in His own Person while on earth,
put they had also the witness of still greater works which He performed
in the person of His servants, after He had Himself ascended. For we
must beware of thinking of these “greater works” as done in any way
apart from Christ, or otherwise than by His power. They are done by
those who believe on Him, and because He is gone to the Father, and
grants the prayers of those who ask in His Name. But, even so, what
are these ““greater works”? The Apostles did no works more wonderful
in themselves than those Christ had done. Even when they did miracles
like His, they did them in His Name, and not in their own. The
“greater” must then refer to the effects of their works. For it was
God’s will that after the Ascension more marvellous results should
follow the outpouring of the Holy Spirit than were effected by our
Lord’s most wonderful miracles. Thus neither the Feeding of the five
thousand, nor the Raising of Lazarus, produced such fruit as the vast
ingathering of Pentecost upon St. Peter’s preaching,

13. *“ Whatsoever ye shall ask® &c. This is a continuation of the
reason for the “ greater works,” They are done because Christ has gone
to the Father, and there, sitting on the Right Hand of the Father, hears
and grants His people’s prayers, and pours down on them His gifts and
powers. There is much to be noted in this new rule of prayer. 1. In
“My Name,” This signifies ‘ pleading My merits, and offering your pe-
‘titions throngh Me your great High Priest” In obedience to this say-
ing the Church concludes all her prayers to the Father with the words
“through Jesus Christ our Lord”, or the like. But 2. our Lord does
not say, * My Father will do it’, but “ I will do it.” Thus the “ greater
“works” themselves are none other than His works, But is not this a
claim to Divine power? Yes; Jesus speaks as God :— I will do it.”’
Shall we doubt that, if He thus grants the prayer, the prayer may also
be fitly addressed to Him? So the Church Catholic has held, always
and everywhere, Furthermore, 8. it must always be remembered that
the “ Whatsoever here, as the “any thing” in the next verse, must
have its limits in the wisdom and love of God.

. That the Father may be glorified” &e. The triumphs of Chris-
tianity are the setting forth of God’s glory, The Fathle}r’s Name ig

13.  And whatsoever” &e. Tt is better original Gospel, havi
to place only a comma at the end of the | the sake of gor;venier?ge 1:&6?1, f‘af}tgﬁiig)g

twelfth verse, and to join this closely | (S Tode 458
with if, The stops are no part of Ehsé (S0 Note on . Morls fi 19.).
3C2
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AD.20. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in

: ‘m& do 1. d fame, y Wi
b 151034 15 aIf ye love Me, keep My commangy, )
¢

r ch. 15. 26. 16 A.nd I Wi].]- pr&y the F a.ther’ and r Iltg.
e

& 16,7, ;
Bom. 835, give you another Comforter, that H, e sha))
soh. 15.26. with you for ever; abig,

1613 o 17 even “the Spirit of Truth; twhoy g
+1 Cor. 2. 14. € worly

hallowed best by the good works which the Son enables Hig g,
perform through the Spirit. SCiples
14. “If ye shall ask” &c. Solemnly repeated, but with g ..
application than before. In the last verse the prayers spoken of X%der
seem to refer to the “greater works” only. Here they are the asf{'_c"ht
of “any thing” (See on St. Matt. vil. 7 { ““He that has learnt 1o ;n
«ag he ought has got the secret of a holy life ” (Bishop Wilson.), Pray

15. < If ye love Me,” &c. This, If ye loye Me ™ seems {o iy
though unspoken, ‘as I know ye do.” Jesus did not doubt their lovré’
imperfect though it was (as whose 1 not?). Full of love and tendemes
are His parting words to “ His own” and this is no stern commayg
but a gentle pleading. Can we doubt that St. John thought of these
words when he wrote in his Epistle, « This is the love of God, that we
“keep His commandments” (1 St. John v. 3.)? Obedience is ever the
true test and evidence of love.

16.  Another Comforter.” That is, ¢ Another in place of Myself’
Christ had hitherto been their Comforter. The word translated “ Com-
«forter ” in this Gospel is in the Greek “ Paraclete”, and is the same
which is translated ¢ Advocate” in St. John’s Ist Epistle (il 1.). It
means literally one who pleads for, and takes the part of, another,
Thus it has the general sense of one who supports, encourages, and
strengthens. It should be observed that the English word ¢ Comforter”
may easily lead us into too narrow a view of the sense, since in the
present day we use the word only of one who consoles, whereas its true
end older sense is one who strengthens. We must carefully note the
evidence which this verse affords to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity,
the Three Persons_ of which' are separately named, the Son speaking
the words and saying, “I will pray”, the Father who will send, and
the Comforter who will be sent (See on St. Matt, iii. 17.).

“That He may abide with you for ever.” Not going away after &
511[30“, stay, like Christ Himself, but remaining as the strength and life
Ow hgés Church even to the end of the world. ~Blessed Gift! Yet, even

we accept with deepest thankfulness this other Comforter, we for-

get not that the One who promised this abiding presence is not Himself

lost to us, for He said, not only ‘T will send vou rter’
CT ol s another Comforter
Elét also, “ I will come unto you™ (18.), and « Lﬂ 1T amtw(zth(;fou alwaj;
l‘ffnj}rlg) the 'el_ld of the world ” (8t. Matt. xxviii. 20.).
the Holy 8, .S%’,nt of Truth.” This title points at once 1o one part of
y Spinit’s office—namely, that of teaching and confirming the

t . - .
b (This is more fully drawn out in 26, and xvi. 13—15)). It may

be sai e
MHoly Spirit’s office divides itself into two great divi-

16. “ COWM'I‘: 1 J—
its origin with g Closely connected in ( ‘fortify’, * fortitude’, all of whi
Tgin with such words as *fortress ", | from 1te:yhé L:ili;.l;ll 11clsr«l:»erci for s?mn‘;{mh come

.y
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cannot receive, because 1t seeth Him not, neither A.D.s0.

knoweth Him: but ye kI_lOW Him ; for He dwelleth=1Johnz2.

with vou, ® and shall be in you. i i o
18 *1 will not leave you *comfortless: ¥ T will®0r,

come to you. ¥ ver. 8, 28.

gions answering to the two great parts of man’s spiritual nature. These
are commonly called the mind and the heart,—the mind being that
part which knows and thinks and reasons, the heart that part which
feels and wills and acts. The Holy Spirit’s work is with both. He
enlightens the mind ; and He sanctifies the heart. To the former He
is the Spirit of Truth ; to the latter the Spirit of Holiness. The effect
of His work in the former is a right faith; in the latter a right prac-
tice. Our Lord in His sayings concerning the Comforter speaks chiefly
of the former part of His work, because the enlightenment of their minds
to discern the truth and to be able to teach it to others was the first
great need of the Apostles. Still this first part of the Comforter’s work
passes directly into the second, for the truths which He imparts are
such as must immediately affect our hearts and lives (See on xvi.
8—11.), and our great Advocate Himself links the two parts closely
togeth% ;Nhen He prays for us, ““Sanctify them through Thy truth™
xvii, 17.).
( “Whom the world” &c. By the “world” is meant the worldly,—
those who live to this world (See on vii. 7.). These cannot receive the
Holy Spirit, because they have no spiritual sight to discern His work,
or to know His power. Their eyes being fixed on the things of the
world, they behold not the things of the Spirit. They are looking in
a wrong direction, “ The natural man receiveth not the things of the
“ Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
“know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. ii. 14.).

“Ye know Him;” &c. The Apostles already knew something of
the Holy Spirit’s nature and power (See the promise, St. Luke xi. 13.),
and received some share of the Divine Gift whilst Christ was still
with them (See xx. 22.). Indeed we know that the prophets long
before ““spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost™ (2 St. Peter
i. 21.). But, if holy men already possessed some knowledge of this
Divine power, how much greater was that knowledge to be when the
great promise of His coming was fulfilled at Pentecost!

18, I will not leave youw” &c. The word traunslated * comfort-
“lJess” is in no way connected with the word ¢Comforter’, Its literal
meaning is ‘orphans’. He has called His disciples “little children”
(xiii, 33.), and now He comforts them by saying He will not leave
them orphans,—destitute and helpless. But lo, when we expect Him
to add, ‘I will send you a Comforter’, He says, “I will come unto
“you”! But how is this? He cannot be speaking only of the forty
days’ sojourn on earth after His Resurrection. His words are far deeper
and farther-reaching than this, as the whole following passage shows,
He is speaking of His spiritual presence with His Church (See on 16,
and St. Matth., xxviii. 20.). He comes, when the Comforter comes.
“The coming of the Spirit was in truth not so much in order to supply
“His place when absent, as to make Him present in a nearer and
“more blessed way” (P, Young.). Thus the Son joins Himself in His
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gent: all abide. It is full of mystery. But so is the great doctrine of
the Holy Trinity, which alone can furnish a key to unlock these diff.
cult sayings. If an explanation is asked for, we can but reverently
answer, ¢ God is Three and One.” And then when we turn to ourselyes
and think of the wonderful promise of this verse, must we not exclaim
¢«Y,ord, what is man that Thou art mindful of him: and the son of
“man, that Thou visitest him ¥” (Ps. viii. 4.).

19. “But ye see Me.” The meaning here is, ‘Ye shall see Me’,
for the words are spoken of what would take place after “the litle
“while”, and when the Comforter should come. And this seeing is
no sight of the bodily eye, but the gaze of the soul’s eye, which is
Faith, illumined by the light of the Spirit.

“Because I live,” &c. As the sight here spoken of is spiritual
sight, so the life here spoken of is spiritual life. And this life flows
from Christ’s life. He is “the Life”, ever living, and having “life
“in Himself” (See on v. 25, 26.), and through union with Him His
people “live also”, drawing from Him their true life, even as the
branch from the stem.

20. “ At that day” &c. By “that day” is meant the time when
the Comforter should come to enlighten their understandings. Then
would they no longer say, in their ignorance, “Lord, show us the
“ Father”, for the Spirit of Truth would teach them to know the perfect
unity between the Father and the Son,—a unity so close that the Son
Himself declares, “1 am in the Father,” But this is not all. For the
same Divine Spirit would teach them a still more blessed truth, even
that of their own spiritual oneness with their Lord—“ye in Me, and I
“in you.” There have been those who would explain away these
deeply mysterious and awful expressions, which we meet with so often
in the New Testament, speaking of them as Eastern modes of expression,
not to be taken too literally, and the like. This is a most dangerous
way of dealing with God’s word. Let us accept such language in all
humility, and, believing that it speaks of deep spiritual truths and
realities, pray that we may by the help of the Spirit of Truth enter
more and more fully into its meaning and blessedness,

21. “He that hath* &e. That is, He that knoweth, and doeth
them (Compare St. Matt, vii. 24. Rom. ii. 13.), Thus again (See 15.)
obedience is made the proof of love. |

. Will manifest Myself” By that inward and spiritual manifesta-
tion of which Christ has been already speaking, This is promised,
not to Apostles only, hut to every one who proves his love by his
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obedience. Stier thoughtfully remarks that, as St, Philip once in his
ignorance said, “Lord, show us the Father”, so we, in our ignorance
and dimness of faith, may not unfitly say, ‘O Holy Spirit, show us
‘the Son’.

22, “Judas” &c. St. Jude still, as it seems, looked for some out-
ward visible manifestation of Christ as king. Even the Apostles were
very slow in shaking off their old Jewish notions of a Messiah who
should be a great temporal king and deliverer of his people (See Acts -
i.6.). This “ Judas” is the same as “ Lebbaeus™ of St. Matthew (x. 3.).

23. “We will come” &e. Jesus answers St. Jude, not by explain-
ing what as yet he could not reccive, but by repeating His own words,
only with the great addition of the promise of the Father's coming as
well as His own, This ought to show St. Jude that the coming and
the manifestation are spiritual only. This coming is not a different
one from the coming of the Holy Ghost the Comforter. Only, as Christ
before joined Himself with the Holy Spirit in the promised coming
(See on 18.), so now He joins the Iather with Both ; showing that in
reality, though One Divine Person may be manifested more at one
time, and Another at another, yes Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are
One God, who cannot be divided, and therefore where One Person of
the Holy Trinity is, there the Other Persons are also. Again we must
add (as on 20.), However little we can bear witness to our own personal
experience of the exalted truth here revealed, let us bow in all humility
before the Divine word, and, if we doubt, doubt—nct the reality of
the promise, but the fitness of our own hearts for the presence of the
Heavenly Guest.

24, “He that loveth Me not” &e. * The full sense of this verse
“is as follows: ¢ As those who show their love to Me by keeping My
““words will be loved both by Me and My Father (23.); so, on the
“*other hand, they who, loving Me not, do not keep My saying, will
““be shut out as well from My Father’s love as from Mine ; since the
“‘word which ye hear from Me is not Mine only, but My Father’s
“*also who sent Me’” (Lonsdale and Hale.).

26, “In My name.” Not only, ‘in answer to My prayers’, but “as
‘My Gift,—as the great Guide and Comforter of My Church,
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¢«He shall teach” &c. This part of the Holy Spirit’s office i ;
plied in the words the Spirit of Truth” (See on 17.). By “all thjy ri?’:
is not meant all sorts of human knowledge, but all things needfy) E,f:()
the salvation of man. These things would be chiefly the truths c;mf
cerning Christ Himself (See on xvi. 14.) ; but it does not seem right 1,
say (as some do) that by the “ all things” which the Holy Ghost wag
to teach we are to understand only the same things which the second
part of the sentence says He would bring to remembrance ; as though
this second part were only an explanation of the first; or as though it
were ‘ He will teach you by bringing to remembrance.” For a little
later our Lord speaks of things which He could not teach them as yet,
but which the Holy Ghost would teach them afterwards (See xvi,
12, 13.), and such may be meant in the first “all things™ here. Upon
- this passage rests the perfect truthfulness of the Gospel narratives, and
from it we may gather much concerning the nature of Inspiration.

27, “Peace I leave” &c. These most blessed parting words, spoken,
as is_thought, after a short pause, show that throughout these chapters
our Lo’rd is speaking as one immediately about to depart. To wish
‘Peace’ to another was a common form of salutation among the Jews,
and Chn.st’m these words sanctifies and ennobles the familiar salutation.
Eutt Christ’s salutation is a word of power. He not only wishes peace,
but géves it (See on xx. 21.). The second clause—*“My peace I give

unto you”—seems spoken to show the true nature and blessedness of
the gift. It is more than “Peace” which He gives. It is His own
Peace. And by this He means that perfect angl se y tentment
which He was about to enter after His Passion, and lil'leh cIi—)In = (£
%} His S}?ir‘i‘t to those who are “in Him”, and in ;thz){in HZ 1(1:111551]'&
oy ’ITS.)TS ?[tecafﬁi(ie gf G}(J)d, which passeth all understanding” (Phil
“believing” (Rom.yxvfa lvg')ere fuith is strong. It is “joy and peace in
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latter is certainly the simpler explanation. -
29. “Ye might believe.” That is, believe fully and firmly. They

had some faith already, but it was dim and weak, i
30. “The prince of this world cometh.” Satan was returning for

a last conflict with the Son of God. After the Temptation in the
wilderness “he departed from Him for a season” (See on St. Matt,

xxvi. 37, and St. Luke iv. 13.).

“ And hath nothing in Me.” That is, ‘findeth nothing-—mno sin,
¢ —nothing in which he can triumph over Me.” These words must be
taken in close connection with the next verse, the whole sense of the

passage being as follows: ‘Satan cometh to put forth all his strength
‘against Me, and He cannot prevail against Me, for He can find no
‘sin in Me. Nevertheless I shall suffer him to effect the death of My
‘Body, in obedience to the will of the Father that I should die for
‘the world, and thus the world shall know that I love the Father.” It
should be stated that there is another interpretation of the words “hath
“nothing in Me” which understands them to mean, ‘hath no power
‘over Me.” If this meaning be taken, the general sense is but little
a%]tered. We shoulcll\l then ui]dergtand Jesus to say: ‘ Though Satan
‘has no power over Me, yet I submit, that the wor

‘I love ﬂIl)e Father.’ d or ey Lo it

3L. “But that the world” &e. This seems to depend u

words “The prince of this world cometh™: ‘he cometlfl’, tha,%oilz; El’:g
‘bring to Me suffering and death’. ¢Though he can find no fault in
jMe,’ yet will I submit to the passion and death he would inflict upon
Me.” It would be better not to put a full stop at the end of verse 30

_ “Arise, let us go hence.” At this moment the Eleven would rise
rom the table, and prepare to follow their Master to Gethsemane
let it seems probable that there was a pause before starting and
hat the next discourses were spoken immediately after rising from the
able, but before leaving the upper-chamber, Some think they were
poken while on the way to Gethsemane, but the actual de art{lr £
téihLolid from the room seems to be spoken of in the Ist V(:s‘se ofeﬂ?e

chapter, at the conclusion of the great intercessory Prayer,



