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´Assumption

´The Wrong Way

´The Right Way

How to Learn the Charlotte Mason Method
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´Testimonies

´Texts

´Techniques

The Wrong Way



CharlotteMasonPoetry.org ©2018 Art Middlekauff

1. Testimonies

2003 2003 2005 2007
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Wisdom from the Past

Helen Wix, PR34 p. 418 !
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2. Texts
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Wisdom from the Past

Elsie Kitching, PR37 p. 200 !
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3. Techniques

The presenter compared Charlotte Mason’s method of 
narration to modern documented techniques of “re-
telling.” The presenter, who was a teacher in a Charlotte 
Mason school, said that Miss Mason is unique in her strict 
insistence on narration after a single reading. All other 
modern “re-tell” techniques require the student to 
carefully study the passage several times (often in 
several ways) before finally re-telling it.

2008
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Wisdom from the Past

H.W. Household, Miss Mason’s Method of Teaching, p. 9 !
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´Atmosphere

´Discipline

´Life

The Right Way
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1. Life

Home Education (1886) p. 128
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n

n + 1

start with n = 1
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2. Discipline

“Is not physiology hurrying up with the 
announcement that to every man it is 
permitted to mould and modify his own 
brain?
That, not heredity, and not environment, 
but education is the final and the formative 
power?”

Formation of Character p. 154
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The Idyll Challenge
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“You tell a child that the Great Duke slept in so 
narrow a bed that he could not turn over, 
because, said he, ‘When you want to turn over it's 
time to get up.’
The boy does not wish to get up in the morning,
but he does wish to be like the hero of Waterloo. 
You stimulate him to act upon this idea
day after day for a month or so, until the habit is 
formed, and it is just as easy as not to get up in 
good time.”

Parents and Children p. 125

© 2017 Grace Garner
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When “it is just as easy as not” to do

How do you know when it’s a habit?

© 2017 Grace Garner
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Home Education (1886) p. 97
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one set of habits at a time

How to Learn the Charlotte Mason Method?

© 2017 Grace Garner
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´Balanced

´Nutritious

The Feast
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Start With Four

Go 
Outside Read and 

Narrate Living 
Books

Teach Living 
Math

Start a 
handicraft
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Go Broad, Then Deep

Broad Deep
Read and narrate 

the Bible
Saviour of the 

World
Sing hymns Sol-fa

Songs Gouin series
Picture study Brushwork
Go for walks Swedish drill

Turn off the screen Gardening
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The boy does not wish to get up in the morning,
but he does wish to be like the hero of Waterloo. 
You stimulate him to act upon this idea

Parents and Children p. 125

Who is your partner in habit 
formation?
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3. Atmosphere

Parents and Children p. 247
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What ideas rule your 
life?

Your children know

© 2017 Grace Garner
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Do you want your children 
to love learning?

Love learning

Do you want your children 
to turn off the screen?

Turn off the screen

Do you want your children 
to sketch nature?

Sketch nature

Do you want your children 
to enjoy poetry?

Enjoy poetry

Do you want your children 
to know Jesus?

Know Jesus
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Formation of Character, p. 335
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How can I really understand narration?
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Do you want to study
How to take a walk?

Be a Scale How student,
And learn wild birds to stalk.

You’ll also find a pleasure
In climbing in the sun

To find the height of mountains
And why a stream doth run.

L’Umile Pianta, November 1916, p. 8 !
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Do you want to study
Why a bee it stings?

Be a Scale How student,
You’ll learn a lot of things,

All about the insects,
Sponges, slugs and worms,

Caterpillars, scorpions,
And all that give you squirms.
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Do you want to study
What sloyd and carton mean?

Be a Scale How student,
On models you’ll get keen.

Just use your knife quite freely,
And cut your finger so,
Here is scope for genius

And words like hang! dash! blow!
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Do you want to study
How to doh, me, ray?

Be a Scale How student,
Learn “Nobis domine,”

How to beat one bar in,
And keep your part all right,

While your next door neighbour
Out of tune is singing quite.
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Do you want to study
How to read aright?

Be a Scale How student,
Attend a comic sight.

Stroke your nose quite gently,
Make sounds like bay! boh! boo!

El-en-di-ten among them,
Don’t smile whate’er you do.
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Oh yes, it’s real amazing
What knowledge you can store

At Scale How, where they teach you
To dust and sweep the floor,

Knit socks and weed the garden,
Clear tables, play a hymn,

Do all that you can think of,
Excepting how to swim!
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´Read and narrate the volumes in a group

´Turn ideas into habits with the help of a friend

´Join the feast with your children

How to Learn the Charlotte Mason Method
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Is it worth it?
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Thank You
Art Middlekauff
CharlotteMasonPoetry.org
Art@CharlotteMasonPoetry.org


