THE GOSPEL

ACCORDING TO

SAINT LUKE.

COMMENTARY,

TITLE.

‘SAINC.E Luke. Of St. Luke’s history, except for the seasons during
which he was the companion of St. Paul, scarcely anything is known,
He was apparently of Gentile birth, for St. Paul in the salutations to
the Colossians distinguishes between those who were “of the circum-
“cision” (Col. iv. 11.) and those not, and places St. Luke among the
latter, calling him “ Luke, the beloved physician” (Col. iv. 14.), from
which we learn what had been his former calling. He was the com-
panion of St. Paul in his second missionary journey, from Troas (Acts
xvi. 10.) as far as Philippi (Acts xvi. 12—17.). We can see at once
where St. Luke formied one of St. Paul’s ‘party by his use of “ we,”
instead of “they™ or “he,” in describing the travels. The Apostle
of the Gentiles found St.Luke again at Philippi when, about five
years afterwards, he was returning from his third missionary journey

(Acts xx. §, 6.), and they remained together till they reached Jeru-

salem (Acts xxi. 17.). Afterwards St. Luke joined St. Paul when

he was sent as a prisoner to Rome, and shared in all the perils
of his voyage (Acts xxvii. 1—xxviii. 16.), He remained with his
friend in his imprisonment, as we learn from a passage already quoted

(Col. iv. 14.), and was again with l_nm some years afterwards in his

last imprisonment, shortly before his death, when he alone seems to

have dared to remain. On this occasion St. Paul mentions him
together with his brother Evangelist 8t. Mark (2 Tim. iv. 11.). It

is probable that St. Luke is meant by *the brother whg.s.e praise 18

“in the Gospel throughout all the churches™ (2 Cor. viii. 18r°)’ and

that St. Paul calls him “true yoke-fellow” (Phil. iv, 3.). We thus

see that St. Luke was the close friend, and very frequent companion,
of St. Paul.

| ] . ;
s St. Paul is the great Apostle of the Gentiles, so is St. Luke the grea
AgESVEmI;(?]lis?of fhgé Gent?les. He was not an eye-witness of whai};] hg
relates, but gathered up, and arranged in orde_r,,the records of t ‘fgh
who were, It is frequently said t}iait, él'l{S )St. Maél;:k i Gifs,peltéiwsef ri)laul.
to St. Peter (See on Title “St,Mark™), so St. Luke’s b LA
E[{‘)hiitmai,e;ro(bably be true, although St. Paul was no ngozi?n gﬁl :ggee
witness than St. Luke, and both must have gathered their
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of our Lord’s life 011-ea,rjt.11 from other sources, Tt ig remarkable that
gt. Luke relates the institution of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

almost in the same wqrds as St. Pa.q], and the latter declares tl
received his account direct from Christ (1 Cor. xi. 23.). res that he

It is generally believed that St. Luke’s Gospel was written after thos
gt, Matthew and St. Mark; and as there is nothing in Lis Gospi;l to
chow that he had seen them, it is probable that it was writténivery
chortly after. It was certainly written before the Acts of the Apostles
in the first verse of which it is referred to; and as that book carries
the history of St. Paul only to the end of his two years’

in Rome,—that is, probably to the year 63 A.D.—we m
that the Gospel was written before that year. Tt appears not unlikely
that St. Luke may have written his Gospel between the time when
Qt. Paul left him at Philippi on his second missionary journey (probably
A.D. 53.), and the time when he rejoined him at the same place in
returning from his third missionary journey (probably A.D. 58.).
There is nothing to lead us to suppose that St. Luke remained at
Philippi during this long interval, thongh he possibly made it his
chief place of abode ; and he may not improbably have been in the
Holy Land during that time gathering the materials for his Gospel.

e of

Imprisonment
ay fairly infer

The Gospel of St. Luke is the most complete of all, as we might expect
from his express purpose of setting forth his history “in order” (i. 1.),

and he gives the fullest account toth of the Birth of our Lord and
also of His Ascension.

St. Luke wrote his Gospel in Greek.

This Gospel, though doubtless intended principally for Gentile Chris-
tians, seems less exclusively so than St. Mark’s, Hebrew expressions
not being explained as in that Gospel; which may be very easily
accounted for by the fact that at Philippi, as well as in the other
Towns of Northern Greece, there were many Jews, so that Hebrew
words and customs would be readily understood.

St. Luke is said by ancient Church historians to have laboured in Greece
for many years, and to have died a natural death,

In the emblems of the four Evangelists (Rev. iv. 7.) 8t. Luke is thought
to be represented by the Ox, or Calf, as setting forth Christ’s Atone-
ment through sacrifice. Our Lord appears in this Gospel as the great
High Priest, winning, by His great sacrifice, mercy and pardon for
BINmers,

The Collect for St. Luke the Evangelist’s Day.

ALMIGHTY God, who calledst Luke the Physicla,n,
whose praise is in the Gospel, to be an Evangelist, a,1111d
Physician of the soul; May it please The.e, that, by t e
wholesome medicines of the doctrine delivered by him,
all the diseases of our souls may be healed; through
the merits of Thy Son Jesus Christ our Liord. Amen.

Bh
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CHAPTER 1.

1 The preface of Luke to his whole gospel. 5 The eo )
Baptist, 26 and of Clrist. 39 The prophecy of Eﬁga%eélg: oréno '{ John the
concerning Christ. 57 The nativity and circumcision, of Joh. of Mqy

prophecy of Zacharias, both of Christ, 76 and of John. v John. "7 The

ORASMUCH as many have taken i

. n hand 1,
_set forth in order a declaration of those thingg
which are most surely believed among us,

& Teb. 2. 3. a 1 '
%11565' AN f2 evin as they delivered them unto wus, which
2Pet. 116 *Irom the beginning were eyewitnesses, and minis.

b Mk 1.1. ters of the word ;
John152. g oy d & ;

2 ook T, 1t seemed good to me also, having had perfect

. understanding of all things from the very first, to

aActs11.4. WIlte unto thee 4in order, ®most excellent Theo-
© Acts 1, 1, Phllus,

CHAPTER T.
1—4, Introduction.

1. “Many.”* This does not refer to the Gospels of St. Matthew and
St. Mark, although these were probably already in existence, but rather
to a variety of imperfect accounts of our Lord’s words and acts, taken
down from the lips of those who had been ¢ eye-witnesses and ministers
“of the word,” but not yet gathered into a sufficiently complete and

orderly history. It seems probable that St. Luke bad not seen St. Mat-
thew's or St, Mark’s Gospel.

2, % Which from the beginning? &c. This refers to “they” not
to “us,” and would be more clear if placed immediately after the
“they,” thus:—‘even as they, which from the beginning were eye-
¢ witnesses and ministers of the word delivered them unto us” The
“ gye-witnesses” were the Apostles, and others who had known our
Lord, a privilege St. Luke did not possess.

3. “ Having had perfect understanding?® This Wo‘gld be more
exactly translated, ‘having carefully traced put.’ This no doubt
St. Luke did by enquiring from various eye-witnesses, whose accounts
he has, under the guidance of the Spirit of truth, cast into an orderly
history. .

“In order” This gives St. Luke’s design—that, namely, of sup-
plying a full and orderly history of our Lord, : .

« Theophilus.” There is no doubt that this was a person, although
the name means ¢ Beloved of God,” and has by some been understgod %;;
& general address to all Christian readers, The word trz}nslated 111(; .
“ excellent” is the same which St. Paul uses in addressing the ”R.Omn
governors Felix and Festus, where it is translated *most noble” ; E;on
from its use here we may probably gather that Theophilus was a p%uke
of some rank and importance, though it should be noticed that St. -
omits the word in his openine of the Acts of the Apostles, Of cOuIs®
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St. LUKTE, 1.
4 fthat thou mightest know the ¢

th

. q }{]:“,HE was & the days of e
king of Judzea,

. C‘rtaill‘t Of £ .
e, wherein thou hast been mstructed y of those ¢ Jotm 20,51

: : 1'0&1, the The sixth
a certan priest named e

ias, Mof the cowr f Abi g

agaa ; ':' i 0y e b N ate ¢ o
Zachﬂlld‘i‘; 1‘ ity v f\i of Abla: and his wife D;'&nilkulmkl
B b Y i_ o ‘S L i a a AL ini -

s of the daughte 0 aron, and her name @Cﬂsg}[;:::lg.ll.
Elisal}l'_\tll. h 1 Chren. 24,

¢ And they were both irighteous before God, Newizsr
. 1 . 3, = v .
walking 1 all the commandments angd ordinances * & T 1

& 17. 1.
of the Lord blameless. 1Kin. 0.4,
- . . Aln. 20. 3.

7 And they had no child, because that Rlisabetly Job 11

r Acts 23. 1.
was barren, and they both were now well stricken &2t 16

. YN Phil. 3. 6.
jn years. .
g And it came to pass, that while he executed the XL Chron 2

- 19
L] ’.,, £ * k . o . >
priests office before God *¥in the order of his course, 2.°hron-2.

P

although addressed to one particular person, St. Luke meant his

Gospel for the Church at large. In these days books, meant for all,
are frequently dedicated to some one person.

4. *Instructed.”” Literally, ¢catechized’ or instructed orally—that -
is, by word of mouth. Theophilus was evidently a convert to Chris-
tianity, and had been orally taught the truths of his adopted faith,
The Evangelist would provide for him, and for all such, a written
record to perpetuate, and secure from error, the oral teaching, This is
one great object of the Holy Spirit in the fourfold Gospel record.

5—25, Announcement of the birth of St. John the
Baptist,

5. “Herod.” This was Herod the Great (See on St. Matt. ii. 1.).

“ Of the course of Abia.® The descendants of Aaron in the time
of King David consisted of twenty-four families, and by the king’s
order (1 Chron, xxiv.) these families provided for the Temple services
in turn, each undertaking them for a week. After the captivity only
four of these families returned (Ezra ii. 36=—39.), but these were again
divided up into twenty-four, with the original names, so that the
Courses remained as before. .

“Of the daughters of Aaron?” The priestly faqnhes kept them-
Selves very distinct, and did not intermarry much with others, Thus
St John the Baptist was, both by father and by mother, of the priestly
ac¢; and this was the only nobility among the Jews. fer
6. « Commandments and ordinances.” These have been U\I‘{ hel"
00 to mean the moral and ceremonial commands of the Law., W en
9y are spoken of ag ¢ righteous” and * Llameless,” we must not under-
Stand it g meaning ¢ perfect,” but as having attained to such holiness
" fallen human nature can by God’s grace attain to.

T “Wen stricken,”” That is, ‘ far advanced, g
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9 according to the custom of the priest’'s office,
1pe.20.7.2 his lot was 'to burn incense when he went into
L ion 23 the temple of the Lord.

5 onron.20. 10 ™ And the whole mult.ltl}dt_a of 1;};6 people were

L i it t the time of incense.

"Rev 8.5, 1. Prlalynzfl&gnzlv 1‘;[-1}1}3111‘} ::ppeared unto him an angel of the

nEx.30.1. Tord standing on the right side of "the altar of
mcense.

over2:. 12 And when Zacharias saw fiém, °he was trou-
k1522 bled, and fear fell upon him.

D e 13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Za-
Rev1.17. charias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife
pver. 60, 63. Klisabeth shall bear thee a son, and Pthou shalt call
his name John. |
14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and
aver.5.  9many shall rejoice at his birth.

15 For he shall be great in the sight of the

9, “His lot was?* &ec. There being several priests of each family
or course, the burning of incense, which was the most honourable of
the priestly duties, was assigned to one of the number by lot. The
incense was burnt morning and evening (Ex. xxx. 7, 8.), and was an
emblem of prayer going up as a sweet savour before God (Compare
Rev. viii. 8, 4.).

10. “The whole multitude.”” It is supposed from this that the
day was the sabbath, or some high day.

11. ““On the right side of the altar.”” The altar of incense
stood inside the Holy Place, which none but the priests were per-
mitted to enter. Beyond this again was the Holy of Holies, into
which no one went except the High-priest once a year on the great
Day of Atonement (See Heb. iil. 2—4.). The Table of Show-bread
and the Golden Candlestick stood one on each side of the altar of
incense,

13. “ Thy prayer is heard.”” Zacharias had therefore prayed for
a child, Possibly, being now old, he may have ceased to offer this
prayer, thinking it was God’s will not to grant it., But God may give
us our heart’s desire, when we least expect it; and prayers, which
seemed in vain, may find their answer at last. Thus “men ought
~ ““always to pray, and not to faint” (xviii. 1.).

“John.” This name means ‘The Lord is gracious,” and we can
hardly believe that.God would have spzcially revealed the nume unless
its meaning were intended to convey some truth or lesson.

14, “ Many shall Tejoice at his birth.” This need not be confined
to the “neighbours” and “cousins” who rejoiced at his birth (58.), but
may also be spoken of the many who should have cause for joy in his
birth, being brought to repentance and salvation through him. The
Church keeps the Feast of the Birth of St. John the Baptist, most other

Saints-days being kept on the supposed days of the death of those they
commemors;
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ord, and *shall drink neithey o
drink ; and I_le shall }’Je filled W::[h“;;]}?s ﬁl(}r stron * Num. 6,3,
e oven from his mother’s womp, oly Ghost, en'f 5 *

16 And many of the chilq
turn to the Lord their God,
17 tAnd hfe Elll'&ll 20 before
and power o 1 1as, to turn the Tark 9, 12,
fathers to the children, and t}, (lllizglfzcsiiei t;ﬁht(‘a) 20r, b

¥, by,

the wisdom of the just; to mp k

Prep&red for the Lord. ake ready amge;)]gle

18 And Zacharias said unto the angel, * Whereby u Gen. 17. 17

hall I know this? for T am an o]
fvife well stricken in years, ™ old man, and Ay

s Jer. 1, 5,

ren of Israe] shall o 911

Him in the Spirit t Matt.18. 14

f - 59 ot
15, * Shall drink* &ec. This was a vow taken by the Nazarites

society of men who dedicated them : ;
3very strict life (See Num. vi, 2—5)), selves to God’s service, and 1cd

« Filled with the Holy Ghost.” We mg . ,
) " y compare this e wit
gt Paul's words, “ _B.egmt drunk with wine, whereig is excecgt?mgu:? 1%)1;
« filled with the Spirit” (Eph. v. 18.). o

« Bven from his mother’s womb.” So do w .
Testows the Holy Spirit upon little children broug%tbfgleﬁfn: ]:;?lt BGa%(}
tism, to be their Guide and Sanctifier from the very first.

17. “ Before Him.” Literally this must mean “the Lord their God”
spoken of in the verse before. But, as it is certainly said of Christ,
before whom St. John the Baptist went as Forerunner, we see that
St, Luke speaks of Christ as the Lord God. '

“TIn the spirit and power of Elias.”” St. John the Baptist resembled
the prophet Elijah both in his spirit of self-denying severity and in the
pOWfi with which he roused the people to repentance (See on St. Matt.
xi. 14.),

5 Tcz turn the hearts*” &e. In the prophet Malachi the words are,
“He shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart
“of the children to their fathers”: that is, ‘he shall draw together n
‘bonds of loving unity those whom sin and selfishness had severed.
The Angel however alters the second part of the sentence, thus showing
what is required to understand the prophet aright, namely, that this

drawing of father to child and child to father is in reality a drawing

of the wicked to the good. Some have seen in the fact that the Angel

only speaks of the turning of the “fathers to the children” a declaration
tha‘gr tlfose under the old govena,nt-“ the fathers”—should be turned]to
those under the new— the children” ; or, in other words, that St. John
the Baptist should be the link between the Law and the Gospehl. -
“The Tord” That is, our blessed Saviour, whom the Ang

Gabriel acknowl ‘Lord. ; r
18, « Wherv;b?gs%sa?fII;;oW thisp? It 18 said of Atf{rq’ha;;i’t}?’l}e?
He Was promised a son in his old age, that, © Deins ok ze?' fl’? (ROH’i. iv.
® staggered not at the promise of God through unbe ;ethe -y
9, 0.). " Zacharias was weak in faith, and 80 S.taggered , the pmanner
?nd Questioned, The Virgin Mary also questioned as to t

34), but doub he fact, .
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19 And the angel answering said unto him, T gy,
v pan.8.16. ¥ Grabriel, that stand in the presence of God; gpq
57" am gent to speak unto thee, and to shew theo these
Matt. 18, 10, s (T
neh. 1,14, glad tidings.
® Back. 3. 26. 20 And, behold, *thou shalt be dumb,. and not
" able to speak, until the day that these things shall
be performed, because thou believest not my words,
which shall be fulfilled in their season.
21 And the people waited for Zacharias, and
marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple.
22 And when he came out, he could not speak
unto them: and they perceived that he had seen
a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them,
and remained speechless.

aSee2Kin. 23 And it came to pass, that, as soon as 2the
1chron.  days of his ministration were accomplished, he de-
2. parted to his own house,

24 And after those days his wife Elisabeth con-

ceived, and hid herself five months, saying,

19. “I am Gabriel,”” &e. This is said to show Zacharias the sin
and folly of his doubts, Gabriel was the Angel sent to show Daniel
the time of the coming of the Messiah (Dan. viii. 16. ix, 21.).

“ That stand? ... “and am sent.’” Thus does the heavenly
Messenger declare the twofold occupation of angelic beings. At one
time they are rapt in blissful adoration ; at another speeding on
messages of mercy. The Seraphim, which Isaiah saw, had each one
“gix wings ; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered
¢ his feet”—this was blessed adoration—, “and with twain he did fly”"—
this was active service. \

20. ‘ Thou shalt be dumb,” &c. We find (See 62.) that Zacharias
was struck deaf as well as dumb. The voice of the Law is silenced as
the first notes of the voice of the Gospel are sounded.

¢ Because thou believest not”” &e. Zacharias was struck dumb partly
as a punishment for his doubts, but partly also to prove to him the truth
of the Angel’s words, Thus does God frequently unite chastisement
and instruction.

21, “ The people waited.” It is doubtful whether it was the duty
of the same priest who burnt incense to come forth and pronounce the
blessing, for which it has been supposed the people were waiting. It
is quite sufficient to know that the priesj; came forth from the holy place
after fulfilling his office, and that Zacharias remained much longer within
the veil than was usual (See on 11.).

22, ““They perceived that he had seen a vision, By the signs
he made, and his unusual manner and look,

23. “As soon as the days” &c. Thus Zacharias, though deaf and

dumb, still continued to fulfil his priestly duties for the remainder of his
week (See on 5.),

24. “Hid herself”” Powibly giving herself to much prayer and
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5 Thus hath the Lord Jeq :
vg wherein He looked on ;};1120 \R;]jt(hk
) ak

a i ]
5o }')mach among men,

And in the sixth month i, angel Gaby
) xabrie] The sixth

26
sas sent from God unto g cjt ¢ :
v y 0) Galllf“@ year before

€, named the common

5119 m the b Gen. 30. 23,
away my é?&fi,li.

Nazarveth, . s
27 to a virgin espoused to o may g, o
as Joseph, of the house of Dayiq . :Ln d“;l 0se .n;{mecﬁ:—:?;; L

pame was Mary. > 16 Virgin's ch.2.,5,

28 And the angel came in y t .
aHail, thow that art 2 highly f&VOIlln?edh(;rt’h: nﬁ i
with thee : blessed art thou among w&men Ord, 3 2 %3’%.23'
29 And when she saw %¢m, fshe wag troubled af #reiond
his saying, a:nd cagt 1n her mind what mann a‘; ‘égCgteg,J
calutation this should be. OF OL yhced: "
30 And the angel said unto her. F _efﬁcf 6,12,
oo thou hast found favour with iR .ea,r not, Mary : ¢ ver. 12
31 % 41151, beh}olld, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, ¢ Isai. 7. 12,
and bring forth a Son, and ® shalt call His name u e s, 51

JESUS. |
392 He shall be great, *and shall be called the Son ! Merks.7.

meditation, as one singled out by God for a special blessing, Thi
geems almost m}phed in the next verse, as though the ma%rvelloég
dealing of God with her were the reason for her retirement.

95. ¢ My reproach,” That is, the reproach of barrenness, always

regarded as an affliction by Jewish wives,
26—38., The Annunciation.

96. “In the sixth month.” That is, after the event last recorded,
namely the conception of Elisabeth. The twenty-fifth of March is
observed by the Church as the day of the Annunciation.

« Nagareth.” A poor and despised town in Galilee, itself a despised
district (See on St. Matt. ii. 23.).

98, “The angel came in? The Virgin Mary was then in some

s she is commonly represented In

private chamber, and possibly, as s (
pictures of the Annunciation, engaged in devotion.
er place where the same Greek

“Highly favoured,” The only other pla _ reel
word which is thus translated is used 1s 1D Eph. i 6, vﬂhere it is
translated “accepted.” The reading in the margin here — graciously
“accepted”’—expresses the meaning well, e . ,

29, « Troublgd.” Not with do%bts or unbelief, but with confusion
2 the honour bestowed on her, and with wonder 88 to its mature, an
8 10 the meaning of the heavenly salutation.

30, “ Feay no%;, Mary. Seeyhow another Mary was comforted by

€ speaking of her name (St. John XX 16.). ) .
9, « Shgll be ca;iede.’g This expression seems If Scriptural usage
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k2sam. 7. of the Highest : ar_ul k ‘r,hg Lord God shall give untq
pe 152 11, Him the throne of His father David :

& 16,5 33 Tand He S.}lﬂ,]-l. reign_over the house of Jacol,
Rov. 3 T for ever ; and of His kingdom there shall be no en(,
it 2. 84 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall thig
Siica 7. be, seeing I know not a man ?

Jomn 1234 35 And the angel answered and said unto her,

m Mat. 1. 20 m The Holy Gthost shall come upon thee, and the

v Mat. 14. 33.

I%IL;‘;‘"{{‘ ower of the Highest shall overshadow thee : there-
John L 3% fore also that holy Thing which shall be born of
ﬁﬁiﬁ.gi 3;?- thee shall be called ™ the Son of God.

oGen.18.14. 36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath
Jer. 32, 17. . ) R
Zoch. 5. 6. also conceived a son in her old age: and this is
Maric 10 27. the_sixth month with her, who was called barren.
s, 87 For °with God nothing shall be impossible.

Rom., 4. 21,

to imply more than the mere words express (See on St. Matt. v. 9. and
compare 35 and 36.). The Angel declares that the Child shall be, and
shall be acknowledged to be, the Son of the Most High God (See viil.
28. where the devils thus acknowledge Him.),

82, “The throne of His father David:” &e. The Angel is here
referring to the great prophecy of the Birth of Christ by Isaiah (ix. 6,
7.), where we read, “ Of the increase of His government and peace there
“ghall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
“order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
“ henceforth even for ever.” The kingdom of Christ was to be set up first
among the Jews, and though as a nation they have rebelled against their
true King, yet His kingdom is for ever, for it is “not of this world,”
and into it the nations are gathered, “until the fulness. of the Gentiles
“be come in.” And then “all Israel shall be saved” (Rom. xi, 25, 26.).
From the words “His father David,” we may be sure that the Virgin
Mary was “of the house of David,” as well as Joseph.

34. “ How shall this be.” Not spoken in doubt, but in wonder
(See on 18.).

35, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,” &e. This is the
answer to the question of the verse before, and declares the miracle by
which a virgin should conceive and bear a Child (See on St. Matt. i. 23.).
The Church has always embodied in her creeds the truth that the
ever-blessed Son of God was “conceived by the Holy Ghost.” And
thus we plead with Him in our beautiful Litany, saying, “By the
“mystery of Thy holy Incarnation.” When Christ was pleaéed to take
to Himself our nature that He might become Man and suffer and die
for us, He entered-not that nature as others do. He entered it by a
miracle and a mystery,

36. ““Behold, thy cousin Elisabeth,” &e, . ..
:ﬂiei ],1;3 given to the blessed Virgin, She W&E}i)?"ibaébslljgnﬁgl Ofg%e?rem(l}f
; t had happened to her kinswoman Elizabeth, and the Angel

informs her of this t oy
blessing bestowed ltslpczl %);fsigg e own fith in the more marvellous
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8 And Mary said, Behold the handmaiq of the

. be it unto me according to t},

9 9 And Mary arose in those days, ang :
thi hill country Wl’gh haste, Pimto g cﬁty of Jflvglalt mtop Tork 51
0 and entered into the house of Zacharias, and 4
galuted Elisabeth. ’
41 And 1t came to pass, that, when Elisabeth
eard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in
per womb ; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy
host :
G@ and she spake out with a loud voice, and saig
1 Blessed art thou among women, and blessed ¢s the aver. 25,
Fruit of thy womb. Judg. 5. 24.
43 And whence ¢s this to me, that the mother of
my Tord should come to me?

38. “Behold the handmaid of the T.ord.” These are words of
lowly and entire submission to the will of God. The holy Virgin
receives the most exalted of blessings in no other way than she would
have received the bitterest of afflictions; because her one thought is
to cast herself into God’s Hands as the passive instrument of Hig will.
A very great blessing is received by a humble Christian almost with
as great fear and awe as a very great woe. The first thonght, when it
comes, should be, ¢ May it be to His glory whose will has thus ordained.’

39—56, The visit of the Virgin Mary to Elizabeth,

39. “A city of Juda.”” Hebron, which was one of the cities “in the
“mountains” allotted to the tribe of Judah (Josh. xv. 48 and 54.), is
by an old tradition said to be the city here spoken of as the home of
Zacharias and Elizabeth. This region was about a hundred miles
distant from Nazareth. The visit of Mary to Elizabeth was probably
for the sake of taking “ sweet counsel together” concerning the wonderful
revelations made to them. '

41, “ The babe leaped” &e. Thus the Forerunner, yet unborn,
acknowledged the presence of his yet unborn Lord. And God at the
same time filled Elizabeth with the Holy Ghost, inspiring her both to
understand aright the movement of the child in her womb and to salute
her highly-favoured kinswoman in the words which follow.

42' 1 ZF:!lessed art thou” &c. Mary had IlOt fOld Ehza-beth D-f the
wonderful event which had happened to her. Elizabeth knew 1}t;1 by
the power of the Holy Ghost, which became the Spirit of prophecy

withi ; 1 .

“ ;;1 ilelli:ruit of thy worb® MThat is, ¢ that holy Ttillmfhwhlﬁh“svlgﬂ
“be born of thee” (35), the everblessed Son of God, W % of(;;%ge blesseg
“and eternal God.” yeg « o0k man’s nature in ther;?]m Tl ey Mo
“Virgin, of her substance,” and thus was VEIy &5

(Si%%f%ifil;) nce ig this to me,” &c Elizabeth, though the older of the
' e / s
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44 For, lo, ag soon as the voice of thy salutatioy,
connded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my wony),
or joy. .
3 Or, which : 45] Knd blessed 7s she 2that beh_eved: i':or therg
wlieved © hall be a performance of those things which were
told her from the Lord.
riSam. 2.1 46 And Mary said, *My soul doth magnify the

& 35. 9. )
IIlLb). 3. 18, IJO]‘ d,

—

two, and as a married woman the superior, yet, knowing thq wonderful
honour bestowed on Mary, feels herself unworthy to receive one so
highly favoured. That she had a clear insig_ht given her into the
blessedness of Mary’s state is shown by her calling her the mother of
«my Lord.” Faith discerns the presence of Christ, where sight is
helpless.

45. “ Blessed is she that believed.”” We can hardly doubt that
Elizabeth in uttering these inspired words must have felt their contrast
with the different sentence pronounced upon Zacharias for his doubting,
Mark how completely she speaks in the spirit of inspired prophecy,
when she declares the fulfilment of the things told to Mary from the
Lord, Mary did not need this assurance, yet it would help to
strengthen her under the burden of a bliss almost beyond belief,

46, * And Mary said.” Zacharias doubted, and was dumb. Mary
believed, and broke forth into that glorious hymn of praise so familiar
to us all in the constant use of it by the Church, which we know as
the « Magnificat,” that being the first word of it in the Latin translation.

THE “MAGNIFICAT,” or Song of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.,

“ My soul doth magnify the Liord,” &e. This ¢ Song of the blessed
“Virgin Mary” bears a great resemblance to the Song of Hannah upon
the birth of Samuel (1 Sam, ii. 1—10.). It is also framed upon the
model of the Psalms, the great book of Jewish devotion,

“ Throughout this hymn we are to hear the voice, not merely of the
“ Virgin Mary celebrating the praises of Him who had so magnified her,
“but of the whole Church, of whom she was a type, giving thanks for
““the mystery of the Incarnation and the blessings of the Gospel, And
“it is on this account,—namely because the blessed Mary here speaks
“in the person of the Church,—that this hymn has been, from very
“ carly times, used in the public services of Christians,

“ Qo forth therefore, Christian soul, and magnify the Lord, and
“ 1;?1301?13 énd G‘rocit lt}ciy fSav%_(fur! But remember %ilx]t,yif thon %vo;ﬂdest
“thank God worthily for" His mercy to the humb]

G cal}ful to be thyself humble, ! S0, IR 6 Yoy

“Joy and thankfulness do not necessarily lead ] -
: e;galtatlgn; for, as we see in this hymn ofythe Virtginpr‘tﬂgrem:'g&;e%)fe
“sumple joy in God, unsullied by any thought of gelf, She forgets
“%fgr{hggmghelse n t’i]lle cgﬂ:emplation of God’s excee(']ing goodness
) iou, whenever thou takest on thy lipg the w '
ol s it %, T e v of i Ty

p © spirit of lowliness and thankfiy) joy” (P, Young.).
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7 and My spirvit hath rejoiced 3 '
47 @ . m God my
gaviot: hath regs |
ful For s e hath regarded the at
: aiden 1 for, behold, from e of Migrisam 1.1
pandm? - 11 1 { vohenceforth o gy B
W erations shall call me blesseq, 0TI S all ey a s,
gl For He that is mighty wp B

! ; ! _ ath don
reat things ; and x]mly. 8 His name, ¢ to men LT 1o,
-0 And y His mexcy 4s on thepm i

5 ﬂ lﬂt f . x l:a. 111,90,
% iy ‘e OO a9+ o ; cary ]{1]]’1 ¥ Gen, 17. 7,
from eneration to generation, 1.

low eg

LX. 20, G_

=1 2 He hath shewed strength witly His arm: o i
) Y . : « 3 e J-
path seattered the proud in the Imagination of t]wirzi%‘?'s‘:
s Tsni. 40. 10
GartS. .
hr 5 vHe hath put down the mj

& 51,9,
geats, and exalted them of low degree, 1 Pet. 5. 5.

ghty from their apa . 1o

53 o He hath filled the hungry with T &
2 Jobb. 11,

. Y. Ps. 113, 6,

54 He i hqlpen His servant Israel, 4in re-pe 51, 10.
membrance of His mercy ; s B

. gOO(]. thingg . 6 &e.
alld the Tth He h&th sent empty awa, g%
' ¢ Sam. 2. 5,
Jer.31. 3, 20

PR T e —— o

47, «God my Saviour.”” Not, as some have supposed i
the Child who was to be_born to save His people %E)m tﬁeriifesrirz::gba

oken, in the more simple sense, of God the Father, who was indeed
raising up @ mighty salvation for her. We may note that St. Paul
speaks of God the E:,ai:her as ““our Saviour” in one verse, and God the
Son as “our Saviour” in the next (See Titus i. 3, 4.).

48. % The low estate.” The blessed Virgin was poor and lowly in
her worldly condition (See on ii. 7, and 24.). It may be well to mention
here that the reason why the Prayer-book version of this hymn, and of
those of Zacharias and of Simeon, differs in some few words (as here
«]owliness” for “low estate”) from the Bible is that all passages of
Seripture quoted in the Prayer-book were, like the Psalms, taken from
an older translation than that of our present Bible. When this latter
was made, it was not thought well to alter the Prayer-book version,
except in the case of the Epistles and Gospels, because the people were
&0 familiar with the words that the change would have been unwelcome
to them.

“ Shall call me blessed” She is, in fulfilment of her own words,
continually called the “ blessed” Virgin Mary (See on Xl. 27,28.).

51, “He hath shewed strength” &o. This God did by His Son.
Mary speaks, as is common in prophecy, of ,GOd’S purposes as th_?,uglh
already fulfilled, God’s “ Arm” is used for His power, a3 I Isai. h“'k ’
where the prophet, foretelling the general unbfhef in “Chmst, ”ast ]f’
“To whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed?” The ©proud ﬂe
i e 00, th S nd Pt
Chiet:priests and Rulers of the people; together with all i h :sgeewords
ave been, like them, proud and solf-reliant, Some have lfndarkness
8¢en a prophecy of the victory of Christ over the powers O g

el ’ is 1 English form of the word
‘helpeq, Holpen” This is only an old Eng
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egenar1o. 55 cas He spake to our fathers, to Abraham, anq
T LR 1L . Nt

Row, 11 3%, to his seed for ever,

Gal. 318 56 And Mary abode with her about three months,

and returned to her own house. .

Tho b 57 € Now .lmisulmﬂl’s_ full time came that ghg
the common should be delivered ; and she brought forth a son,
datgeatted 5@ And her neighbours and  her cousins heard
Powini L how the Lord had shewed great merey upon her;
cver.1t. and fthey rvejoiced with her.

£ gen 1712 59 And it came to pass, that €on the eighth da
“777 they came to cireumcise the child ; and they called
him Zacharias, after the name of his father.
R ver, 18, 60 And his mother answered and said, ® Not so;
but he shall be called John.
61 And they said unto her, There is none of thy
kindred that is called by this name.
62 And they made signs to his father, how he
would have him called.

55. “ To Abraham, and to his seed for ever.”” These words follow
the word “mercy,” and not ‘““spake.” The sense is—‘ In remembrance
‘of His mercy to Abraham and to his seed for ever, as He spake to
¢our fathers.” By “our fathers” are meant the “lholy prophets, which
“have been since the world began” (70.). When the blessed Virgin
spoke of the “seed” of Abraham, she probably had chiefly in view the
mercies of God to His chosen people Israel (See on 32.): but her words
bear their fullest and truest meaning when applied to the spiritual seed,
or family, of Abraham, for “they which are of faith, the same are the
“ children of Abraham” (Gal. iii. 7.).

56. “ Returned to her own house.”” The holy Virgin had not yet
told Joseph, to whom she was espoused, the great secret of the Angel’s
visit. She left that to be revealed as God willed. So Joseph’s trouble
and the Angel’s visit to him (as related in St. Matt. i, 18—21.) must
be placed at some period afier her return to Nazareth.

57—80. The Birth of St. John the Baptist.

59. * The eighth day.” The day appointed according to God's
command to Abraham (Gen. x. 12.), and the Law of Moses (Lev. xii. 3.).
Our blessed Lord was also circumcised on the eighth day (ii. 21.). A
strong argument for Infant Baptism may be drawn from the fact that
under the older Law infants of eight days old were brought into cove-
nant with God. Surely the Gospel would not shut out where the Law
opened. (See more fully on this point on 8t. Mark x, 14.)

“They called him.” Literally, ‘ They were calling him” They had
not actually given the name, but were intending to do o, This does
not include Elizabeth, who knew that the Angel had determined the
name of the child (13.), as we learn from the next verse,

62. “ They made signs.” Plainly b RPN
well as dumb, 2 y because Zachariag was deaf a8
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¢3 And he asked for a writing table, and wrote
< : ™ s 4 = 3
caving, ‘His name is John. And they marvelled ! ver.13.
;},1‘ . . ) — _ N .
¢4 *And his mouth was opened immediately. and « ver. 2.
pis tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.

65 And fear came on all that dwelt round ahboyt 20r thinge.
1

: ver. 50,

- o s :
them : and all these Sayigs were noised abroad men 219,51,

} }
9 Ps. 80. 17.

66 :\J}d ﬁll thf‘y thﬁt hﬁ‘ard f?{!é’}_'ﬂ. mlaid ﬁlﬁm u & 89. 21.

. T h is. s o h i P Acts 11. 21,
in their hearts, saying, What manner of child shall o Jeel 2. .
this be! And "the hand of the Lord was with him, AE@s !

67 And his father Zacharias °was filled with the %213

roughout all 'the hill country of Judwea. n Gen. 39, 2.

Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, & 106, 3.
g o ) J B 9 Ex. 3.1G.
g8 P Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for 1He e

‘ ’;‘.- : 1 d d“ d H]'_S -‘ Pes. 111. 9.
hath visited and redeeme people, ch. 7. 16,

63. ©“ A writing table.”” Or rather ‘a writing-fablet; table” being
nsed here, as when we speak of the two “tables of stone” on which the
Commandments were written, of a flat surface. The writing-tablets used
by the ancients were flat pieces of wood or metal thinly coated with wax,
on which they wrote with a sharp-pointed iron pen.

“ They marvelled all.” Of course the friends and relatives did not
know that the name John had been divinely revealed to Zacharias, and
they were astonished that both he and his wife should fix on a name
borne by no member of the family.

64. “ His mouth was opened.” We thus learn the exact meaning
of the Angel’s words, “until the day that these things shall be per-
“formed” (20.). The things the Angel had spoken were not per-
formed until the name was given, for that formed part of the Angel’s
message (13.).

65. *“ And fear?® &ec. In this and the next verse St. Luke is describ-
ing the effect of the wonderful events he has recorded. Fear is natural
to man when brought close to the unseen world. There is something
awful in an event in which the Hand of God is plainly manifested.

67. *“ His father Zacharias® &c. Probably, as is generally under-
stood, on the day of the Circumcision of his son, St. Luke returning to

that day after describing briefly the effect of the events upon the hearers,
and still more briefly the Divine guardianship exercised over the child
in the words, “the Hand of the Lord was with him. %’af;zan%s_ was

’ of the Divine

€ . , 19 S qal OutPOUIiBg
filled with the Holy Ghost,” a QPI'EC edge that his doubting, of which

Q = . & .
opirit being bestowed upon him, as a v Wil
We may be sure he had ggeply repented, “HS fﬁ?ﬁ%’;&md also to inspire

im wj S th iving which 10

N T T T —
sense in the New Testament, of inspired Iftteffﬁce, rather than 1 1
narrower sense of the foretelling of future events. .

The « BENEDICTUS,” or Song of Zﬁchaﬂ:s-f_

68. “ Blessed be the Lord God” &e. The Song O fucTor s b
rally divides itself into two parts, the first (63— 5), praising
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, fourth r

Tl‘lgg_l-qbuf()l'ﬂ OHAP_‘EER II.

:1]-1?9(‘3:11113?11 1 Augustus taxeth oll the Roman empive. 6 The nativity of Christ. g ¢,
“Anno angel velateth it to the shepherds: 13 many sing praises to God o, ]?t
Domini 1. 21 Christ s cireumeised. 22 Mary purified. 28 Simeon and A“f“;

prophesy of Christ : 40 who increascth in wisdom, 46 questioneth i ],
temple with the doctors, 51 and is vbedient to His parents, e

ND it came to pass in those days, that thepg:
went out a decree from Ceesar Augustus, that
20r, envollea. 21l the world should be 2 taxed.
aActss.97. 2 (*And this taxing was first made when Cyreniug
was governor of Syria.)

care and training and self-discipline with which those who seek the
sacrﬁd? office of the ministry should prepare themselves for their holy
wor

CHAPTER II.

1—-7. The Birth of our Lord.
St. Matt. i, 18—25,

1. ¢ Ceesar Augustus.” The Roman emperor at that time, ¢ Ceesar’
was the general title of all the Roman emperors, and ‘ Augustus’ was
the title given by the Roman senate (or parliament) to this Ceesar.
Other emperors however adopted this honourable name, as Nero (See
on Acts xxv. 21.). :

“That all the world should be taxed.”” ¢ All the world” was the
expression in use to signify the whole Roman empire, the Romans
being at that time masters of all the known world. The word trans-

. lated “taxed” would be more correctly translated ¢ enrolled,” as in the

margin.
under the Roman power.

The emperor had ordered a census to be taken of all countries

"2, “This taxing was first made” &e. Cy-
renius (or Quirinus, ag his name ig in the
Latin form,) seems to have been governor
of Syria for a few years just before the
birth of Christ, and again ten or eleven
years afterwards, It is known that a
census of the province of Syria (of which
Judaea then formed a part) was made at
this latter time, and this is the “taxing”
referred to by Gamaliel (Acts v. 37.) as
the occasion of certain disturbances. What
then is the meaning of this much-dis-
puted verse? Two explanations may be
given as satisfactory. 1. St. Luke may
refer to the census ifself taken at the
time of our Lord’s Birth, and. this (the
first census of the Jews taken under
Roman authority) may have been made
under the direction of Cyrenius as gover-
nor of Syria. Judea was not at that
time a Roman province, but was govern-
ed by Herod, who however was under

the power, and supported by the autho-|d

rity, of the Roman emperor. It is how-

ever very possible that Cyrenius may | had d
_ the general management of the | had

have

census in that part of the Roman domi-
nion, Herod being required to make the
return go far as regarded his own king-
dom. There is no reason to suppose any
money payment was exacted at the time
of the enrolment of the names. 2. An.
other_view, which has been widely re-
ceived, would refer this verse to the
completion of the census when Cyrenius
was governor ten or eleven years later, or
to its enforcement for the purpose of taxa-
tion. It is quite possible a beginning may
have been made, in obedience to the em-
peror’s decree, at the time of our Lord’s
Birth, but that the work may have been in-
terrupted—perhaps by the death of Herod
the Great, which took place very shortly
afterwards—for some years, and Tesumed
and completed by Cyrenius when again
governor of Syria. This will be the more
probable if we suppose that the census
was undertaken by Cyrenius himsel
durmg his first government of Syria, and

ropped when he left. Meanwhile Herod
1ed, his son and successor Archelaus
been banished by the Romans, and
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g And all went to be taxed, CVery ono into his
n {:if»y. | -
Ovi And Joseph also went up from (alilen out of
the city r)f'Nn:f:aJr(;th, Into Judsa, unto bt} cifJ ofv1g
David, which s called Bethlehem , (¢ bgcaug(;y he ¥ o
was of the house fm{l lineage of David ) "c'ﬁ;},ﬁl,?f ff;,
5 to be taxed with Mary “his espoused wife, being ¢oh. 1.2
great with child. ’ o
6 And so it was, that, while they were there. the
days were accomplished that she gshould be dc]iv(’gréd
7 And she brought forth her firsthorn Son and
yrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him

e = e e

S —

8. “And all went to be taxed,” &c. This would not be
way of taking the census, but would be very natural to thetggw?)ﬂig
were very careful as to their family lines, or genealogies. The Jews were
at this time governed by a king of their own (See on St, Matt, ii, 1)
who, though under the power of Rome, would doubtless carry out the
emperor’s order for the census in the manner most acceptable to the
Jews, that is, by having everyone enrolled in the place to which hig
family belonged, How little did the emperor who ordered the census
or the king who enforced-it, suspect that he was helping to aCcom~
plish the fore-ordained and foretold purposes of God as to the place of
the Saviour’s Birth,

4. “From Galilee,” &c. The distance from Nazareth in Galileo
to Bethlechem in Judeea was about seventy miles, and the journey was
probably made on foot.

“House and lineage.” 'That ig, ¢ family and line of descent.’

5. “With Mary.” It was not compulsory upon women to appear

ersonally in order to be enrolled in the census, either by Roman or
y Jewish law, But we can well understand that Mary, to whoge
promiged Child was to be given “the throne of His father David”,
would desire to record herself with all due care of the line of David
and in the city of David (See on i, 32.). She may also have desired
to be under the pious care of Joseph, fo whom the mystery of the
Incarnation had been divinely revealed (See St. Matt. i, 20, 21.),

“ Hspoused.” Literally this word means betrothed, but not yet
married, Among the Jews however the espousals formed a rite little
less binding than that of actual marriage, and the word *wife” being
here uged, it is probable that Joseph had already obeyed the Angels
command and taken Mary to be his wife, so far as to receive her into
his house, and to be her guardian and protector (See St. Matt. i. 24.).

“i;;d’s Birth, and in narrating the
f Gamaliel uses precisely the

e e A e

e ——ee.

‘gpdﬁea had been maqle i %{%ma_n pf)o.r gt?éech 0

Ince, and joined to that of Syria. | d for it~—"° enrolment’'—as here
We may suppose that, the census being |8amo WOrL o5 @ eight in favour
made at the time of our Lord’s Birth, | is an atguimety &/ 00 b ove explana-

It was first put in force as a means of of the secon o above,
\ _ ; : : game may be said of the word
8Xing the people when Cyrenius becamo hons, Til?lv?lich would surely be omitted

/ L bt £
Bovernor, on which occasion disturbances | | first, Tvangelist simply meant to say
0k plac by St. Luke him- | if the lvangolst :
self (le’%ﬂe, %F;T ])mr'r}]?(iﬂ'; i{fct' that St. Tule | that the © taxing ™ was made while Cyre-
¢ta v, oi.). nius was gOVernor.

Was well acquainted with this * tuxing | nlss e+ Seo on St Matt, 1, 25,
under (Jyrer?ius ten or eleven years after| 7. Firstborn Ce
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in a manger; because there was mno room for thep
in the inn.

8 9 And there were in the same country ghep.
26r, henight herds abiding in the field, keeping 2watch over
watches. : thel T ﬂOCk by lllght

| 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them
] %11232 and the glory of the Lord shone round about
e 1. them : ¢ and they were sore afraid. | ,
Mark L1510 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
CoL 12 behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
natt. 1. 21 fwhich shall be to all people. T
'Y616.'" 11 sFor unto you is born this day in the city
1% of David *a Saviour, ! which is Christ the Lord,
&10.5 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall

7. In a manger.” It was an old belief that the birthplace of Christ
was a mere cave in the rock, such places being frequently used for
stables in the East. : : P, 3
- «There was no room for them in the inn’* Had they been rich
and great they would doubtless have been received into the inn. Room
‘would have been found for them then. Mark how these people by shutting
out the poor shut out Christ. May it not be that, if we opened the door
of our hearts to the poor, Christ might be born in us? Is it never the
case that we can find room enough for this world and the things of this
‘world, but no room for Christ and for those that belong to Him? Let
us also think how fitting a beginning this was of the life of Him who
was ‘““despised and rejected of men,” and who had “not where to lay
“His head.” Who then will dare to despise the poor (See St.James
ii, 6.)7 And who will not rather echo the Lord’s own words, and say,
“ Blessed be ye poor” (vi. 20.)? L omd

8—20. The vision to the Shepherds.

8. ¢ Shepherds.” David was once a shepherd at Bethlehem, and
‘doubtless often watched his father Jesse’s sheep on these same pastures.
The country not being enclosed by fences, as with us, it was needful
that the shepherds should be constantly keeping watch over their flocks.
‘- 9, “Came upon them.” Suddenly and unexpectedly descending
from heaven and appearing to them. . "

10. “I bring you good tidings.” The word thus translated is the
‘same whlph is used for preaching the Gospel, and from which the word
¢ Evangelist’ is formed.  This Divine messenger was the first preacher
rof the Gospel, and the first congregation was formed of a few poor
shepherds. ; :
. “To all people.” Literally, ‘to all the peo le,” meaning probabl
the J ej:nsh People, to whom the,}rﬁrst offer of salL)lva,I%ion was to bge Irx)lade.’ 4
" 1}1:1h thchnst the Tord.” Thus does the Angel bear witness to the
. at Jesus was both the promised Mossiah—the * Anointed

©e on St. Matt. 1. 1.),—and also “th ” in His
Divine nature as Lord 2}f heaven and ea:tgjord’ 0-Da BeE

T4 Swviowr” See on St Mot 121,

___-_,—ﬁ
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< gy -1 3 SUYTY g P .
find the Babo wrapped In sw addling clothes, lying
q manger.

Jil o RS . et
13 % And suddenly there was with the angel a mul-x gen, s 19

- " the heavenly host praisine Ao E321, 2
mudui nj the ]iu d‘; ¢ 1}1&_\ .lu ;‘i }1i1{b111g God, and sayng, P10, 20,91,
14 'Glory to God m the highest, and on earth §i2,
mpeace, " good will toward men, Heb. 1. 14

b y LD, tev, 5. 11,
15 And 1t mnw.to pass, as the angels were gone ! ch. 19. 38,
» ¥ 0, . Lph. 1.6,
qway from them into heaven, 2the shepherds said &3 10, 2.
€ . Re". 5. .!3.

one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, m 154 57. 19,
and sce this thing which is come to pass, which the {17
Lord hath made known unto us, Eph 2 17,
. o Col, 1. 20.

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, » John 3, 16.

and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. > hews. 16,

17 And when they had seen 4, they made known 1/ *®%
abroad the sayving which was told them coneerning ° or. the
this Child. - shepherds, -

18 And all they that heard ¢ wondered at those
things which were told them by the shepherds.

19 ° But Mary kept all these things, and pondered e ver. 51

: ver. 5L,
them 1n her heart. , Gen 31,11,

13. “The heavenly host.’”” The host—or army—of Angels who
surround the throne of Ged, and of whom the Saviour spoke when He
sid He could, if He willed, call to His aid “more than twelve legions
“of Angels™ (8t. Matt. xxvi. 63.). e read that when the foundations
of the world were laid ¢ the morning stars sang together, and all the
“sons of God shouted for joy” (Job xxxviii.7.). Now the new creation
begins ; and again all heaven rings with shouts of joy.

14. “Glory to God in the highest,” &c. The Angels’ joy is no
selfish joy. They praise God for His “good will toward men.” 8o in
the wonderful visions of the Revelation we find the Angels singing the
praises of the *“ Lamb that was slain,” though He was slain not for them
but for us (See Rev. v. 12.). “In the highest” means ‘in heaven.’

17. “ They made known abroad” &c. Thus will all who bave
themselves received and believed the “good tidings of great joy” seek
to make them known to others, Probably the influence of these poor
shepherds was not great enough to produce much effeet, and the time
was not come yet for the fuller manifestation of the Messah. Yet some
d()llbtless belié\‘ed the Sh@pherds’ tale, and 'Walted, like Slll]EOD, for
“the consolation of Israel” (25.). i ., . @

19. “ Pondered.”” That is, ‘meditated upon. It was quite in
—

“if ” 3 o would then be best translated and
x.lé%i. On earth peace.” See on St. Matt. zg;n}?p :do;',lh R e

“ . » : ¢ est and on earth; peace among the men
ood will toward men.” A d:ﬁ'erenti ‘f)f God’s favour.” We must remember

reading is : rery old copies ‘3

0 :hisgéqogg?%ﬁligﬁaﬁf the addition of | that the stops are no part of the original

3 single letter alters the meaning of | Gospel, bemng added at a_much later
S date (See Note on St. Mark iii. 19.). The

these w s Epice men
of gﬁﬁ&%gﬁmﬁ: nuﬁx(logfaﬁ?«lil’g ?good- reading however adopted by our own
Will, blessed and favoured by Him. If translators 1S on the whole to be pre-

at reading be the true one, the Angels’, ferred. Ce2
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o0 And tho shophords returned, glorifying  ang
praising Cod for all tho things that they had hewr

and ween, ai il was told unto (hem.,

Tho thind 21 4 » And when eight dnys woere accomplished
dont hotora . ' . . ' . . .
Jo e (o tho cireumeising of the Child, s namo wag

dnto eallod

e enllod 1) ISUS, which wag HO named of the angl
13::”::“;}! ll. lil“.ﬂl't\ “{\ Wi l‘(lll(',(‘iVU(I i||_ “Hg WUHI').
b 3 02 4 And when *tho days of her purification ac-

Lt L2 wgpding o the law of Moses wero accomplished,
oh L3t 4hay brought im to Jerusalem, to present Llvm 1o

v Loy, 12,2,

s, 60 the Loxd ;

S A 21 T e R e B L i

accordanco with tho blessed Virgin’s charactor to store up in her
momory, and secrotly muso upon, the wonderful words she  heard
(Sco 1), Yn tho few places in which she is mentioned she appears
thoughtful and meditativo as woll as meok and retiring,

20. “ Roturned.” That is, to their former eomployment.,  What a
thankful holy joy must have brightened all their after toils, and how
often must they have conversed together of that wonderful night, in
which thoy had heard and scen so great and glorious thingg,

21. The Circumecision,.

21, “ When eight days” &o. Jesus submits to the requirements
of the Law, though nceding them not (Sco on St. Matt, iii. 15.). Dy
His Circumcision Ile also acknowledges Himself of the seed of Abraham
ﬁSm also on 1. 59.). The Circumcision of Christ is kept upon the first
day of tho year, being cight days after Christmas Day, 8o early does
our Saviour begin to taste the cup of pain.

“The year begins with Thee,

“ And Thou beginn’st with woe.”

(Christian Year.)

The ceremony of circumcision was licld to signify the renouncing of
all the sinful lusts of the flesh, and this lesson is well drawn out in
tho Collect for tho day:—* Almighty God, who madest Thy blessed
“Son 1o be circumcised, and obedient to the law for man: Grant us
“the true Circumcision of the Spirit; that, our hearts, and all our
“members, being mortified from all worldly and carnal lusts, we may

“in all things obey Thy blessed will ; through the same Thy Son Jesus
* Christ our Lord. Amen.”

22—38, The Puriflcation, Simeon and Anna.
22. “The days of her purification.”” Forty days, The law con-
cerning purification will be found in Lev, xil. '
“To present Him to the Liord.” Observe how our Church, fol-
lowing the example of holy Scripture, centres our attention on the

p—— ]

22. “.U(’?' jn“liﬁmtiﬂn 9" It _IS _ra ht tO q o
voint out that the word *her” islga cor- | § t. Luke. Nor need any one scruplo b

. e ' include th Jesus i urift-
f%fli‘;?‘; f{fﬁf{he original word, which means | cation, whcﬁy31 rler;rfgg?he]}smtllf;althtgliw?s cir-
should m_{llﬁ_ln the plural, This latter | cumeised and baptized for us, in all
thet in litt[f-“dy have been rem]neﬂ. a8 | things heing *“made like unto His bre-

¢ dotibt it a8 80 whitten by i " thren” U' eb, i, 17.), sin only OXIZ'EPth'
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aw of the Tord s g ;
, Tx. 22, 29
D (a eneth the wo 7 VOrY * 5y 19,
t,hﬂ:t op mb Shall be called Num. 3. 13.
Y Ex.13.2. &1 15
. |i‘.‘ i S‘_‘l‘lﬂ. l_} g . . ) A b,y 1.:.- ’ O,
o4 and 1o offer a ] fiec ’LCCOlt]-lllg to tthat which tLev.12.2,
“aid In the law of the Lord,

24 i G’ 8.
Hair To
g e Y Do pair of turtle
13 7 or two young pigeons,
d(?;{;k’And, behold, there was a m

Jose name was Simeon ; and ]
iy ¢ and devout, “waiting for the consolation of u ver. 58,
Jl:.;-ael . and the Holy Ghost was upon him, Mask 15,45,
96 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy

(thost, that he should not =gee death

before Te = Ps. 80, 8.
. 2 :
had seen the Lord’s Christ. Heb. 11. 5.

97 And he came Yby the Spirit into the temple : ¥ Matt. 4.1,

md instead of on the human
ﬁl‘; purification (Feb. 2.), “ The P

an in Jerusalem,
¢ same man was

mother, entitling the Feast of

A Cresentation of Christ in the Temple,
« commonly called, The Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin,” and

i the beautif_ul Collect for the. Day draWiI}g her lesson entirely from
e Presentation of Christ, while no mention is made of the Virgin
leg « Every male that openeth the womb.”” That is, every first-
torn son.  When God slew all the first-born in Egypt, He commanded
that all the first-born of the children of Israel should be counted holy
and dedicated to Him, and be redeemed, or bought back, by a payment
of five shekels for each., Afterwards the tribe of Levi was taken by
God in the place of the first-born of the whole nation, but these were
still presented as an offering to God, and redeemed.

24, “A pair of turtledoves,” &c. Rich women offered a lap)]a
with a turtle-dove or young pigeon at their purification. The Virgin’s
offering was the offering of the poor (Lev. xii.8.). Yet in very truth
did this blessed Mother offer that Lamnb, of which all the othe};s were
but types, for she brought with her the very “Lamb of God.” The
whole world would have been an offering nothing-worth compared to
this. .

it i ’ for the

25, “ Waiting for the consolation of Israel.” That is,
coming of Him who was to save and deliver Israel (lSee 38.). It ?rould
seem from Simeon’s words (32.) that he had been b essed w,v,ltlrlll a clearer
insight into the true nature of the “consolation of Ierael &; len many
others,. He did not look for a mere temporal or national de 1§§raII)1&c§i
but for one in which Gentile would shere as well as .h] eW, ; Iereel”
when in Rome declared that he was a prisoner “for the hope o
Acts xxviii, 20.). ;
( 26, « Itlwas )I'evealed unto him® &e. We are not {(;}d ’[I}’m;t 13;:
revelation was made, except that, being by the Holly (I‘}i?IS ”a" F.
St%me inward intimation, not one ma%e by an Angel ©

Was probably of the nature of a prophecy. | for God the
Faft‘hThe Lord’s Christ.” ¢ The TLor 18 Plalnly here U.SBd

er,

in27' “By the Spirit” Feeling an impulse within him, which wa8
truth the prompting of the Holy Spirit.
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and when the parents brought 1n the Child J _—
to do for Him after the custom of the law, )

98 then took he Him up in his arms g9
blessed God, and said,

ecen.46.30. 29 Lord, #now lettest Thou Thy servant depart
bl L% in peace, according to Thy word :

B 3.6 30 for mine eyes * have seen Thy salvation,
sai. 9. 2.

& 42, 6, 31 which Thou hast prepared before the face of

& 00,1, 2,3 all people;
Matt. 4. 16. P 2

Aasisar. 32 Pa light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory

G shs of Thy people Israel.

Howea1d. 9. 33 And Joseph and His mother marvelled at
Rom. 9. 32, those things which were spoken of Him.

1. 23, 21. 1 . 34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary
1Pet.2.7,8. His mother, Behold, this Child is set for the °fall

. ““ The parents.” Joseph stood in the place of a parent, though not
really one (See on 48.).

28, *“ Then took he Him* &e. It had been revealed to Simeon that
he should see Christ, and lo! he holds Him in his very arms, How
blessed must that moment have been to the aged saint. Let us too

wait for Christ in the daily use of the means of grace, and to us too
will He come, _.

The “NUNC DIMITTIS,” or Song of Simeon.

29. “ Lord, now lettest Thou” &c. The Song of Simeon is a short
hymn of thankful readiness to die now that he had seen Him who
was come to bring salvation to all mankind. Simeon doubtless felt that
the time of his departure was at hand. But God was making that
departure very peaceful and blessed, and so he says, ‘Lord, now art
* Thou dismissing Thy servant in peace.

 According to Thy word.”” That is, the promise that had been
made to him by a special revelation (26.).

31. “ All people.”> This in the original is plural—‘all peoples, or
‘nations’ ; not, as in the Angel’s message to the shepherds, ‘all the
‘ people’ (See on 10.).

32. “ A light to lighten®” &ec. It needed a miraculous vision to
teach St. Peter what Simeon here plainly declares (See Acts x. 11—16.).
Observe, he not only declares that Christ should bring the Gentiles out
of darkness to the true light, but also puts the Gentiles before the peo-
ple of Israel. TFitly do we Gentiles use this holy song in our public
worship, as a hymn of thanksgiving for that-Salvation of which we have
read in the second Evening Lesson and the knowledge of which should
make us ready to depart in peace, whenever God shall call.

84. “Behold, this Child is set” &e. ‘Appointed for the fall and
.1nising of many’, Tt would be clearer if the word “again” were omitted
in the English, as 1t makes it appear as though the same persons were
fall and rise again, which is not the sense. Some should fall, and some
?Ifg}'l Il\iian}’ would be offended at Christ, and refuse to believe, and ¥

© would be “a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence™
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gnd 1ising AgaIM of many in Tgrag, oo ae oo

which shall be spoken against , 10T T a sipn 4 Acts 28, 93,
Yor (vea. ¢a sword shall via _
35 (yea, Pleree t}

ol also,) that the thoug Irough thy owy © Ps 42. 10.

vhts of
an h@a, ) e John 19. 25,
rovmlil. o Y hearts may e
36 And thero was one Anpg
¢ : ) - LEBE
dqaughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of E&gg %LZE}?:, \:rhe
- . y - ; . ’ 2 A L al
of 2 grf,at age, &1_1(1 !18_11 lived with an husband se ‘“3
years from her virginity ; e

s

(1 8t. Pet. ii. 8.), so that they shoulq f.11

| e : ! and perigh, Ot} |
Jieve and be saved, being raised up by (e one  Others would
E;.g;-nal life hereafter. b by Christ to new life here and

« A sign which shall be spoken againgt.”® A «
by God in the _wor]d as a witness of the
and yet one which would meet with const

35. ““Yea, a sword” &e. Simeon h na o

men to Churist, .foretells .the anguish in store fgll'ectlhzh%i(;pﬁ?sﬁgﬁlegf
Doubtless the bitter malice of men against her Divine Sogn would be
to her “like the piercings of a sword” (Prov. xii, 18.). But above all
would the sword enter her very soul in the hour of the Saviour's Cruci-
fixion, of which, as we know, she was

a witness (St. John xix. 26.). -
“ That the thoughts &c. These words are to be joined in sense

with the last verse, the saying concerning the *sword” being a parenthe-
sis—that is, a short sentence introduced into the middle of another.
The presence of Christ in the world as a sign rejected by many would
be a touchstone to reveal the nature of men’s hearts, showing ‘whose
thoughts were humble and lowly and teachable, and whose were proud
and obstinate, who were really ready to receive the Messiah, and who
were not. - - r -
86, “ Anna, a prophetess.”” She, as was the case with other holy
women (See Acts xxi. 9.), had been gifted with certain revelations by
the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, probably in the sense of foretelling
futur;a events, rather than in that of mere inspired teaching (See on
1. 67.). ‘

“Of the tribe of Aser.” That is, Asher, as the name is spelt in the
0ld Testament. This was one of the ten tribes of the kingdom of Jsrael
carried away captive by the King of Assyria (2 Kings xvii. 6.) more
than 700 years before the Birth of Clrist. These ten tribes never
teturned to their own land, but it is very probable that some familieg
from among them may have escaped and remained in the kingdom of
Judab, especially as we find that when Hezekiah king of Judah, Sg‘
years before the carrying away of Israel, invited the people of bo }f
ingdoms to join in keeping a solemn Passover at Jerusaletn, some 9
the tribe of Ash xxx. 1—11.). - Tt is easy to sSupposo
t sher came (2 Chron. : Judal's invitation may
1t some of those who thus obeyed the king of Judah’s o

: ; rried
We found refuge in his kingdom, when their own people were carrl
My into capiviy, They would then sharo in tho forunes of [
| Ngdom of J udah, which was afterwards carried into captivity

lgn (2 Kings xxy, 1—11.), but after seventy years returned to their own_
™, a8 told us in the Books of Ezra and Nghemlah.

sign” because “ get”
See St. John xviii, 37 i
osition and rejection.
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37 and she was a widow of about fourseore ang

four years, which departed not from the temple, byt

caeteos. 7. served God with fastings and prayers Tnight and day.
1Tim.5.5 3 And she coming in that instant gave thanks
likewise unto the Lord, and spake of Him to a])

eer 3 them that &looked for redemption in *Jerusalem,
aar 2

S22l 39 € And when they had performed all things
T according to the law of the Lord, they returned
into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.
B yer, 32 40 ® And the Child grew, and waxed strong in
T spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God
was upon Him,

iEx2s.15 41 ¢ Now His parents went to Jerusalem every
7. & 34, 23,

Deut. 16,1, year at the feast of the passover.

16 42 And when He was twelve years old, they went

A.D.s. up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.

37. “ A widow of about fourscore and four years.” Whether this
describes Anna’s entire age, or only the length of time she had been a
widow is uncertain.

“ Departed not from the temple.”® That is, she was constant in
her attendance at all the Temple services and hours of prayer.

88. “ To all them that looked” &c. Thus there were some in
Jerusalem at that time waiting in hope for the promised redemption,
and who, like Simeon and Anna, were ready to receive their Redeemer,
not as an earthly Prince and Deliverer, but as God should reveal Him,

39,40. The Return to Nazareth, and Childhood of Jesus.

40, *“ Grew, and waxed strong in spirit.”* Thus did the eternal
Son of God humble Himself, “being found in fashion as a Man” (See
on Phil. ii, 8.). He emptied Himself, as the word * humbled” in the
Philippians literally means, of His Divine glories, that, as Man, He
might grow and increase (See on 52.),

4152, Jesus visiting the Temple when twelve years old.

. 41, “His parents” &e. So called, (See on 27.). Tt was commanded
in the Law that every male among the Israelites should attend the three
great feasts—the Passover, the feast of Pentecost or of Weeks, and the
feast of Tabernacles,—at Jerusalem every year (See Ex. xxiii. 14—17.).
Of thf}se the Passover was the most solemn and important, The Virgin
Mary’s attendance at the Feast was an act of devotion not command
by the Law.
dr42. “ When He was twelve years old.” At that age d ewish chil*
t(%in were called ‘Sons of the Law,” and began to attend the Passover
and other public rites of the Jewish Church. This is the one only

119

» ' They 1 v “ . » '
the order of ﬁz;ntgdaﬁohisaatilﬁeg 'aeeUﬁgt% (i)ini T doss i i et

e ———
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43 And when they had fulfilleq the d

| 1 ays, as they A.D
rurned, the Child Jesus tarvieq bopind y &
e and Josephand i ot T

of . . _
44 But they, supposing Him o haye
company, We;’};ﬁe & lillayf{? 1,%;3111‘116
im among 1 KINSIO and ac Py
H45 And when they found Himqglili? tiﬂg& turned
pack again to Jerusalem, seeking Hiyy, J e
46 And 1t came to pass, that after thyee davs
they found Him in the temple, sitting in the mid};t
of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them
questions.

47 And ¥all that heard Him were astonished at k Matt. 7. 25,

his understanding and answers, Mark 1. 22.
8 And when they saw Him. th ch. 4. 22, 32,
4 J m, they were amazed ; joro ™1

and His mother said unto Him, Son, Why hast Thot 46,

i

been in the
Y5 and they sought

glimpse permitted us of our Lord’s early years. Holy Scripture draws
a veil over thirty years of our Lord’s life, which is only here lifted
for a few moments. Surely this is in order to centre our attention
upon the great three years of His public ministry among men, The
Bible teaches by its silences, as well as by its words (See on St. Mark
i. 9.). ‘

4%6 ‘)‘ The days.”> That is, the week of the Paschal feast (Ex. xii.
15, 16.).

44, “ Supposing Him*» &c. This was very natural, for the Jews
travelled up to the feasts in great numbers, friends and neighbours
forming large companies for the journey. Families might therefore
easily become separated on the road, and this would cause no uneasiness,
as they would find each other readily when they halted for the might.
It has been well remarked on this passage that Christ is very often lost
in the company of our friends and acquaintances, but very seldom found
there, If we would find Him, we must seek Him in His Father’s house.

46.  After three days.”” That is, from the time when they left
Jerusalem, The first day’s journey would be one day, the return to
Jerusalem the second, and the next day, the third, they found Him.

“The doctors” Scribes and learned men, whose business 1t was
to instruct the young in the Law, and who held classes for such

lnﬂtr]l;ction in rooms attached to the Temp‘li. i
“Both hearing them,” &e. It is a mistake 10 :
Was at this time tg-king tﬁe place of Meacher and instructing the learned

. He
Men. *Ho was rather heing taught and questioned by them, though
0 His wisdom asked ques%;ionsga]so of His teachers, as was customary

€ DU il i 1 Tt was however His answers
the Jewish schools. :
raétah?lr ﬁhal;l Iﬁis gluesifonsez}ﬁich caused the astonishment of all that
r .
BT An secming neglect of them was

tion to their every wish.
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A.D.8. thus dealt with us? behold, Thy father and T hgy,

2% o sought Thee sorrowing.
Lontslif. 49 And He said unto them, How is it that Ve
tJomn 2. 16. sought Me? wist ye not that I must be about 'My
Iather’s business? : '
"h %8 50 And ™they understood not the saying which
He spake unto them.
51 And He went down with them, and came to
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but His
nver. 10,  mother ™ kept all these sayings in her heart.
o ver. 40. 52 And Jesus °increased in wisdom and 2stature,

1 Sam. 2. 26.

sor, age. and in favour with God and man.

~ “Thy father.” So the Divine Child had kitherto called Joseph, who
stood to Him in the place of earthly father (See on 27.). Now He
corrects the expression (See on next verse.). We may observe that
the mother speaks (not Joseph), as having the greater right to do so.

49, ‘“ How is it that ye sought Me ?** Jesus expresses surprise, as
though Mary and Joseph might have known that, if not with them, it
(:ﬂ(;uld only be because a Greater than they had called Him from

em. - - =

“ About My Father’s business,” Literally, ‘among the things of
‘ My Father,” and therefore perhaps, as many ancient interpreters under-
stand the words, ‘in My Father’'s house.” No doubt great force is to
be laid upon the words “ My Father.” The Virgin Mary had just said
“ Thy father,” speaking of Joseph. Her holy Child now, as it seems,
for the first time openly claims His heavenly parentage, and corrects
her, as though saying, ‘ Nay, it is My Father who has kept Me from thee.
*I am doing My Father’s work,—engaged in those holy things which
‘belong to Him.” Henceforth Joseph is heard of no more; and there
can be no doubt that he died before the time of our Lord’s public min-
istry (See on St. John ii. 12.). It was an ancient tradition that he
was much older than the Virgin Mary, as he is always represented in
pictures.

50. * They understood not” &e. We cannot suppose that they ever
forgot the Angel’s wondrous words, which declared that the Child of
Mary should be “called the Son of God” (i. 35.). But doubtless they
understood not the full depth and meaning of the saying they had just
heard, and in which the Child they were nurturing for God perhaps first
spoke of the work He had come to do. .

51. “ Subject unto them.” That is, obedient, After this one glimpse
of a duty and a work which would one day call Him from all human
ties, He returns to His former course of holy subjection. For eighteen
more years, lowly, sinless, unknown, He veils His Divine powers, an
grows to the perfection of His adopted human nature.

“ His mother kept” &c. Doubtless storing them up with the cer-
i(asinty that in patient waiting she should learn their full meanitg

ee on 19.), ,

52. “ Jesus increased” &c. This verse alone is a proof that Chrzsg
was perfect Man as well as perfect God. He submitted to the laws an
conditions of that nature which He had taken to Himself. Thus, &
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CHAPTER I, - AD.s,

§ . 30th Year
reaching and baptism of John: 15 kg . 41
3 1%?05 imprisoneth John. 21 Christ baptiz?:if bestimony of Christ. 90 Tord's life,

heaven: 93 The age, and genealogy of Chyist fg-o;f%g;g: Jﬁf}’ﬁgzﬂ from

OW in the ﬁi_"teenth year of the rejo ST
(xcsar, Pontius Pilate being govgllr%%roiij?ﬁr;?

’,-__--*7 .

His “ humanfesil{[ grgﬂr 1111 _St&tu_l‘e, 80 _His “reasonable soul” increased
in wisdom. As Man, He laid aside while on earth the exercise of that
Divine Omniscience (that is, knowled ;

o Him of right as God (See on 40, ge of all things) which belonged

and St. Matt. xxiv. 36.). M
i blessed thoughts flow from the truth here revealed to us.) Amigg

thers it is a very blessed thing to know that Jesus hi i
?13 every age-—— Childhood, Boyhood, Youth, Me;g::]o};as fﬁ;t‘ﬁg‘jsiﬁ“
through all, an(_i _Showmg forth In turn the graces and perfection c& eacl‘%
It was the opinion of St. Cyril (a writer who lived about 400 years;
after Ohrlst)_ that the Divine nature of our Lord revealed itself in
roportion with the growth of His human nature.

«In favour with God and man.” The word translated “favour” is
the same whl_ch 18 o_ften translated grace,” and “with” means either
ttowards’ or in the sight of” Thus we must not suppose the Evangelist
to assert (as some might fancy from the English version) that Jesus
gradually gained the favourable regard of God, as though He had ever
been without it. The words rather mean that He grew in grace (See
40.) in the sight of both God and man. Or, if we prefer to retain
“ favour,” that He received more and more outward marks and evidences
of God’s favour, as well as man’s goodwill. It is probable that He was
known to but a small circle, it being His holy will fo live in retirement
in His humble home until the time for His greater work was come, but
as yet man’s enmity was not roused against Him, because He did not
yet expose man’s sin (See on iv. 16.).

CHAPTER IIL
1—18. The preaching of John the Baptist.
St. Matt. iii, 1—12. St. Mark 1. 1-38.

1. “Tiberiug Csmsar” He was the emperor of Rome next after
Angustus (See on ii. 1.) from A.D. 15 to A.D. 7. ’

“Pontius Pilate.”” Roman governor (strictly « procurator’) of Judeea.
After the banishment of Archelaus, son of _Herod the Great, Judwea
¢came a Roman province, or rather a division of the larger prt_mncg
of Syria (See on ii. 2.). Like other such divisions of provinees, it had
1S own governor, called a « procurator’, for the collection of taxes ari
administering of justice, and, although he was strictly spe?ak}ng omqyt
& subordinate ruler under the governor general of the pii ov111§ei,c iged
® Was very often left much to his owWn discretion, an theXR =
“siderable’ power, Cgesarea was made the capital under tet 361‘11-
89¥ernors, who held their court there; but they often went 10

salem, especially at the time of the great festivals, when their presence,

¥ith that of their troops, was sometimes needed for the sake of ordez:
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A.D.26. and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brothey
Philip tetrarch of Tturma and of the region of Trq-
chonitis, and LySanias the tetrarch of Abilene,
Joknil, 3 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the
&18.13.  word of God came unto John the son of Zachariag
Acts 4,6, . 3
in the wilderness.
3 And he came into all the country about Jordan,
ben.1.7 preaching the baptism of repentance ® for the remis-
sion of sins;

4 as it is written in the book of the words of
Tisaias the prophet, saying, °The voice of one
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the Lord, make His paths straight.

¢ John 1. 23,

(See on St. Matt, xxvii. 2. St. John xviii. 3.). Pontius Pilate was the
sixth governor since the banishment of Archelaus, and he bad now
been three years in office. He was cruel and overbearing, and espe-
cially disliked the Jews, over whom he was placed, and whom he had
deeply offended by his open contempt for their religion (See farther
on St. John xix. 14, 16.).

“ Herod being tetrarch of Galilee.” This was Herod Antipas, a
son of Herod the Great (See on St. Matt. xiv. 1,), and the same who
beheaded John the Baptist.

 Philip.”” This was another son of Herod the Great, but not the
Philip whose wife Herodias Herod Antipas had taken (19.), and who
was his half-brother. Herod the Great named two sons Philip. Philip
the “tetrarch” was the best of Herod’s family., Ttureea and Tracho-
nitis were regions lying beyond the Jordan Eastward from Galilee
(See Map.).

“ Lysanias.” Nothing is known of Lysanias, He ruled, under the
title of ¢ tetrarch,” a small district to the north of the Holy Land, lying
along the Eastern side of the range of Mount Lebanon (See Map,).

2. “ Annas and Caiaphas” According to the Jewish law, there
could be but one High-priest, and he held his office for life,. However
Herod first, and afterwards the Romans, abused their power by making
any changes they pleased, for the sake of putting their own friends into
the office. Thus Annas was deposed by the Romans, and after several
others had held the office for a short time, his son-in-law Caiaphas was
appointed. It appears that Annas, though deprived of his office, had
not seriously offended the Romans, since he seems to have been atlowed
to exercise a sort of joint authority with Caiaphas, and it is probable
that the Jews would privately recognize him as the lawful High-priest,

just as we should recognize the Archbishop of Canterbury as the lawful

Archbishop, if expelled from his office by some foreign power (See
farther on St. John xviii, 13.).

*The word of God came” &, That is, John the Baptist received
a special command from God to begin his preaching. The same es-
pression ig used of the in

g : spiration of the prophets in the Old Testament
g‘ e‘?l dJ er. 1. 2, 4,11, 13)). John was at this time in retirement *in the
ye?rs il’én:gsg (See on i, 80,), and, like Jesus Himself, about thirty



ST, LUKE, 1T,

5 Every vsiulley shall be filleg and
¢ain and hill shall be broug’ht logvv.ery moun- A.D.26,
crooked shall be made straight, ang athand the
ways shall be made smooth ; © rough

6 and d a11 flesh shall see the salvation of Gog. .
« 4 Pg 08 2,

7 Then said he to the multitude that eame k0 G 10

. . ame fi ch. 2, 10.
to be baptized of him, generation of Vilgjé:;l

who fahath warned you to flee from the wrath tq
come ¢ _
g Bring forth therefore fruits 2 worthy of
ance, and begin not to say within yoés(élvg: P?\%‘?- e on
have ébdl:agharﬁl to fou}il" father: for I say unto youe
That God 1s able of these stones to rai : ’
anto Abraham. raise up children

am—

5. ¢ Hvery valley”’ &ec. St. Luke quotes the proph
length than St. Matthew and St. Mark, who onlypggxlf)e etclife %trsg rf}zigg

of the passage (i. e, Isai. x1. 8.). Here we h

comment upon it has thqrefm)'e been left fg etﬁg tgf)i%e‘{em%sﬁ“g the
seems taken from the ancient custom of sending forward a body of ilugﬁ
(pioneers) to make or repair the road by which some great person—
~ such as a king with his attendants, or a general with his army—wag

about to travel. The first and nearer subject of this beautiful prophec

is the return of the Jews from their captivity, the prophet beholding
them in his vision as a mighty army marching through the wilderness
back to their own land, the Lord going before them as their Deliverer
and Leader. But to us the farther and more glorious fulfilment so
stands out in the front that this its earlier fulfilment is almost hidden
from sight. To us the great Person in the prophecy is the everblessed
Son of God. The road is to be made in the hearts of men that He may
enter in and dwell there. Thus the valleys would represent sloth and
unbelief and all sins of omission, which must be filled up by the diligent
adding of grace to grace (2 St.Peter i, 5—7.). The mountains would
mean pride and haughtiness and self-will and obstinacy, which must
be humbled and cast down. The crooked places would signify all sorts
of deceit and guile and hypocrisy and untruthfulness. The rough ways
would picture anger, strife, envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitable-
ness. It is by the removal of all these obstacles—these sturpbhng—blocks
of iniquity (See Ezek. xiv. 3.)—that a road can be made in our hearts
such as the Lord will pass over. Yet He who desires the road to be
made will in mercy Himself send those who shall make it :—He who
would find a way into our hearts will send His Holy Spirit to prepare

the way before Him.

6. *“ All flesh.” That is, all .
shall please God in the unfolding of His
.}f‘goto t{m faithfulness of those w]*ﬁlo lliaear‘t S

spel to every creature” (St. Mark Xvi. 2.
"7, %mg the Iﬁr’l él&tfzudgf’ (Bu + addressing his 'WOI‘dS, as wehﬁnd f;gltg
8t Matthew, especially to the Scribes and Pharisecs and such as ¢a

% him in hypoerisy and without true repentance

L] ) lt
nkind; yet not at once, but as 1
i érajéious purposes, and accord-
he commission to © preach the
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A.D.26. O And now also the axe is laid unto the Yoot ¢

ostu. 7. 10. the trees: ¢every tree therefore which bringety not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fip,

eacsz.97. 10 And the people asked him, saying, f What Shail
we do then?

6 ch. 1141, 11 He answereth and saith unto them, 8 He that
2 Cor. 8, 14,

James . — hath two coats, let him impart to him that haty

15, 16,

Vians. none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise,
17. & 4, 20,

oo, 12 Then f‘came also publicans to be baptized, anq
sz~ said unto him, Master, what shall we do?

i ch, 19. 8. 13 And he said unto them, ! Exact no more than
on pug that which is appointed you.

womanm 14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him,

Jear.

T e 1 saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto

Lev. 0.1 them, 2Do violence to no man, ¥neither accuse any
Or,

allowance. 1alsely ; and be content with your 3 wages.

~

10. “ What shall we do then?”” That is, as a proof of true repent-
ance. Some of those so sternly addressed as a * generation of vipers” no
doubt felt anxious to make their repentance real. They had come as

hypocrites ; but they had borne, and been moved by, the stern rebuke
they had received, and would stay as penitents.

This and the next four verses contain a most valuable portion of the
Baptist’s teaching only found in this Gospel. They show us how he
applied his doctrine to various classes of persons.

11. ““ He that hath two coats,”” &c. The principle running through
the Baptist’s three answers in this passage is that of putting his finger
upon the besetting sin, and saying, ‘ If you would bring forth fruits of
¢ penitence, cure this first.” We may therefore be sure that want of
charity to the poor was a very general besetting sin among those whom
he addressed, who were probably of the class most able to give, since
the publicans and soldiers came separately (See xi. 41.). - ,

12. % Also publicans.”” The collectors of the public taxes for the
Romans (Sce on St. Matt. v. 46.). These were of various ranks, but
generally a very low class of men. They had great opportunity of
cheating the pecple by making them pay more than the proper sum
due, and this temptation very few of them withstood. :

13. “Exact no more” &e. Observe the wisdom of this advice.
St. John does not say, ‘ Leave a calling of such great temptation, and
“take to some more honest livelihood’ ; but simply, ¢ Conquer the great
‘temptation of your calling, and do your duty in that state of life in
*which God has placed you’ (Compare St. Paul’s advice, 1 Cor. vii. 20.).

14. “The soldiers.” Literally ‘men marching under arms.’ These
were in all probability Jewish soldiers, belonging to Herod’s army.
Herod was at this time at war with his father-in-law Aretas, king of
Arabia (See on St, Matt. xiv. 3.), and his troops would have to march
through the region in which St.John the Baptist was preaching and bap-
tizing, Force must be laid on the word “we” in their question, Whl(i;hs
88 1t stands in the Greek, is as follows :—‘ And we—what must we do’

T . < . p '
Do violence to no man,” &e. Soldiers quartered in any place were
... B
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the people were 2
15 And as people were 2in expectat:
n 3mused in their heartg of i.ctat.mn, and A.D.2.

all me : | )
o WeTe the Christ, or not; » Whether 2 or, i
suspense.

16 John answered, saying unto e, 8 Or,

e 1ith water; b v all, T indeed rewtones,
paptize you Wi 5 but One miohis or, debated,
coﬁ)leth, the latchet of whose shoeg Inir:%in:ﬁ :}g?hl

) i y

mnloose : He shall baptize y !
Jgh;st and with fire: Puze you with the Holy

17 whose fan @5 in His hand, apq i

ﬂlrougl}ljt; }g?ge HIS_ ﬂ%OI:E imd l‘:'Wﬂl (gagggr Tllllélnr hd.12
wheat 1 13 garner ; but the ¢l T w1l T, Matt, 13, 30,
with fire unCIuenc_hablef 1aff He will bun ™%

18 And many other things in hi .
ijreached he unto the pet)ple,g n his exhortation

19 q ™ But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by .52

m Mark 6. 17.

very apt to be rough and violent in order to
thiggs from the people. They also frequentlyegig;tgl:im?gﬁze Oléhg;hg;
against any who had offended them, or had refused their violgnt
demands; Thus tthe Baptist’s answer to them touches their besettin
gins, and is like that to the publicans in not telling them to g’ng
up a dangerous calling but exhorting them to do their duty in it
faithfully.
15. “In expectation.” That is, of the coming of the Messiah, of
which there was a very general expectation at the time.
"« Mused.” That is, ‘ thought’ or “reasoned’ (See Margin.).
- 16. % The latchet of whose shoes.”” The shoes worn by the Jews
were only sandals, or leathern soles bound on fo the foot by thongs,
The “latchet” here means the thong of the sandal. T
18, “Preached he.” Literally, ‘ preached he glad tidings unto.” The
whole verse would be best translated, * And with many other exhortations
‘he preached the glad tidings unto the people’—that is, doubtless, the
glad tidings of the approach of Christ. The word for ¢ preached” is the
same as that used by the Angel to the shepherds (See on 1L 10.).

19, 20._ St. John the Baptist imprisoned.
St. Matt. xiv. j - ]

: : ‘ to an event
19, “But Herod” &c. This and the next verse refer :

which happened some little time after the first appearance a};{‘.i gr?ﬁfl%%g
of the Baptist, and of course after the Baptism of Jesus whic :

here i§ nothing unusual in an bi
Person or event, %ringing in something which happ e%e tist’s reproof of
I order 1g complete his subject. An 'heretlf?aﬁly z;gigh the account
erod and its consequences fall in most t the 18th verse

of his general preaching and exhortation. In fac

i ince 1 bes
I‘],,.repares the way for such an after event being ‘nag]ed(,) §1nce it descrl
4t 1o doubt continued for some months (See 1% (=7
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him for Herodias his brother Philip’s wife, and fy,
all the evils which Herod kad done,
20 added yet this above all, that he shut up Johy

in prison.

91 9 Now when all the people were baptized, it
came to pass, that Jesus also bemng baptized, ang
praying, the heaven was opened, .

722 and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily

shape like a dove upon Him, and a voice came

from heaven, which said, Thou art My beloved Son;
in Thee I am well pleased.

0 See Num,

93 9 And Jesus Himself began to be °about
B ® thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) Pthe
P Mat. 13.%5. Qon of Joseph, which was Zhe son of Heli,
94 which was the son of Matthat, which was fhe
son of Levi, which was the son of Melchi, which
was the son of Janna, which was ¢he son of Joseph,

A.D.26.

A.D.27.

31st Year
of our
Lord’s life.

n John 1, 32

21, 22, The Baptism of Jesus.
St. Matt. iii. 13—17. St. Mark i. 9—11.

91, ¢ Praying.” This is told us by St. Luke alone, and yet we could
hardly have doubted it, even had holy Scripture been silent, All the
great instances of God’s testimony to His Son by a voice from heaven
took place when He was praying, It was so at the Transfiguration
(ix. 29.). It was so when the answer came to His petition, « Father,
“ glorify Thy Name” (St. John xii. 28.).

23—38. Genealogy.
St, Matt, i, 1—17,

23, ““And Jesus Himself began® &c. This sentence would be
more literally translated— And Jesus Himself was about thirty years
‘of age when He began’—that is, probably, when He began His publie
ministry. Thirty was the legally appointed age for those who served

in the Tabernacle (See Numbers iv.

3, 23, 80, &c.).

23. “ Being (as was supposed) the Son
“of Joseph, which was the son of Heli.,” It
is forcing these words very much to sup-
pose them to be the beginning of Mary’s
genealogy, and not Joseph’s. Yet many
commentators have taken this view, and
it need not be pronounced inadmissible,
1t is certainly strange that Joseph’s father
should by St. Matthew be named Jacob,
%’%%)Y t. Luke Heli (But see Note on

£-Matt.1.16.). Those who think St. Luke

glves (as we must confess it ould b
3??hml\rhe_ahould give) the g‘lnealogs
€ Yirgin Mary, as being our Lord’s

.

real—instead of his legal—descent, either
suppose Joseph to be called [Sonlof Heli,
though only son-in-law, or else, placing &
Phe words (“being, as was supposed, the Son
“of Joseph”) within brackets, understand
“[Son] of Heli” to be spoken of Jesus,
Heli being His grandfather, and the Vir-
gin Mary’s name being omitted, because
the Jews did not name women in their
genealogies, It should be remem_bered
that the word * son” never occurs in
Greek throughout this genealogy exe
‘c‘e‘})t only in the first instance *Son ¢
oseph” (See Ncte on St. Matt, xx. 6.).
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95 which was the son of Mattath;
. ; ! at} ’

ihe SO1 of Amos, which was ¢he sop, Sfagfq which was A.D.o7

a.u.'l'l]j1 “rhi()h Sl

s the 800 of Esli, which was e gs, ¢
26 which was the son of Maa’[ﬁ?b Svfh}jfjg e,
. - was the

o of Mattathias, which was #,, .
€ son of Semei

S
which was the son of Josepl .
of Juda, Ph, which was the son
97 which was the son of Joanna :
qon of Rhesa, which was the son of ’ZOW hich was ¢
1e son of Salathiel, which wag ﬂlel;(;‘;ab?]i\w]ﬁch
‘ of Neri,

was the s
98 which was the son of Melchi, which was .
3 s e

oon Of Addi, which w
was the son of Elmodan:?,swjilﬁihsgvn of Cosam, which
29 ?V]Ileh was the son of Jose aSltﬁe son of Er,
of Bliezer, which was the son c;f“&n?.h was the son
ihe son of Matthat, which wag ¢/ orim, which was
3 which was the son of g'w son of Levi,
un of Juda, which was the ﬁfem,f which was the
was the son of Jonan, which was ﬁzgo Joseph, which
31 which was the son of Mele son of Kliakim,
son of Menan, which was ¢he so ‘ i}a which was the
was the som of 9Nathan, T n of Mattatha, which
D&Vid, = which was the son of® 2Zech.12. 12,
32 #whi . o
son of Obgt}il gﬁ?chth\iazo?h;f Jesse, which was the ;™%
the son of Seflmon, which Wassffzz gjﬂ]z%()ﬁ,_ which was®Ruth4.13,
soigo?hﬁla;g - t};]lf hson o %mmad&b’ Whi?lfsiﬁlas the 1,80
, Whic Was_t e son of Esrom, whi
: Wgzﬂ;fhsi‘;?}"’l Ofwfshé;zzs, which was the son of Juda, o
son of Tsase. which Wasowéz of Jacob, which was the
ws the son of Thara Sh' 3181 o Abl'ahamT, * which ‘st
35 which wes the’ which was ¢he son of Nachor, ’
1 of Ragay hieh son of Saruch, which was the
Was e sor Of,HWb ch was the son of Phalec, which
36 yhich eber, which was the son of Sala,
the som, of A V;as the son of (lainan, which was®fesfe
which g ﬁfP axad, *which was the son of Sem, x gen. 5.6
i ¢ son of Noe, which was the son of %‘”’1'1, 1,
37 ?, Ce
the 30: 11)1{('3 Ii:} was the son of Mathusala, which was
Was flg o noch, which was the son of J ared, which
% of Maleleel, which was the son of (ainan,

Whic 1
h was the son of Enos, which was the son
Dd
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A D.27. of Seth, which was the son of Adam, ¥ which wag ¢,
v om. 5.1, 2. 8o of God.

CHAPTER IV.

1 The templation and fasting of Christ. 13 e overcometh the dey.
14 Deginmoth to preach. 16 The people of J\{cza,‘:-:el,hjadmmz His grosie,,
words. 33 He cureth one possessed of o devil, 38 Deter’s mother in 1,
. s . Y it o fs % i . St d

40 and divers other sicl persons. 41 The devils acknowledge Chyriy, tnd

are reproved for i, 43 Ile preacheth through the cities.

ND Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returneq
aver1s. LY from Jordan, and 2was led by the Spirit int,

2, 27, p
bcjf:l;;.zm. s, the wilderness,

1 Kings 2 being forty days tempted of the devil.  And biy

19. 8.

38. “ Which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.*
Thus St. Luke traces our Lord’s genealogy up to the beginning,
St, Matthew goes no farther back than Abraham, his Gospel being
intended chiefly for Jewish rcaders. St. Luke, who writes for all, goes
back to the beginning of the human race, sctting forth Christ as the
Saviour of all, “and as being not only the Seed promised to Abraham,
“but also that Seed of the woman promised from the very beginning,
“who was to bruise the serpent’s head (See Gen. iii, 15.)” (Lonsdale

and Hale.).
CHAPTER 1IV.
1-13. The Temptation.

St. Matt, iv. 1—11. St. Mark i, 12, 13,

1. “Being full of the Holy Ghost.”> The Holy Ghost had just
descended upon Jesus in His Baptism, and His human nature was now
perfectly endowed with that holy Gift. Thus was He fitted to meet
the great enemy. The descent of the Spirit was as the anointing of
the Warrior for the combat., It is in the same Divine strength that
we must do battle with the devil, if we would prevail. Again, mark
how this conflict took place immediately after the manifested outpouring
of the Holy Spirit upon our Lord. Thus when we have gained some
new increase of grace, we may expect the assaults of the evil one to
become fiercer.

“ By the Spirit.”” This, and like expressions,—such as that Jesus
“returned in the power of the Spirit” (14.), that *the Spirit of the
“Lord” was “upon” Him (18.), that He « through the eternal Spirit
“offered Himself without spot to God” (Heb, ix. 14.),—set forth our
Lord, in the most striking way, as “very Man.” In His Godhead He
is One with the Holy Spirit, even as He and the Father are One.
In His Manhood He was “filled,” “ anointed,” « led,” by the Spirit, even
as one of us, ¢ In. .all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His

brethren” (Heb. ii, 17.). 1

2. “ Being forty days tempted.” We gather from these words, an
fr:llf‘om St. Mark, that the temptation lasted gcglburing the whole forty days:
thl;us :r%]e three temptations recorded are apparently only specimens 0

“?I"’; nfnte Sd. ?}tacksz though doubtless his last and fiercest.

pted’” It is well to mark clearly the distinction between
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He did eat nothing: g d
05 i%}éil, He afterward hunggred. nd when they A.D.z

et the devil said unto Him, If Ty
Sgn Aol%d God, command this stone that izo%eb?n;hdz

blzai'nd Jesus answered_ him, saying, Tt is written,
nat MAn shall not live by bread alone, but
gy overy word of God.

-

ion and sin. Temptation is not sin. The yield; -
emplat? Temptation is the knocking at the Jigiins to femptalon

v gil R door. Tt is the openin
::f Sthe door which is sin.  So long as the will gives no consent, an%

the heart allows no resting-place, to the temptation, there is no sin.
gt, James well describes th.e exact point when temptation passes into
;h; "« When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin”

f fenen § ] (St. James 1. 15.).
When the desire of evil 1s once admitted into the soul, the sin has
pegun. The evil may fall like a shadow across the so

: . { ul, and cause pain
| grief, yet without sin. The evil thoughts presented to our Lord

py Satan_fell like shadows across the pure brightness of His Soul, but
they could nob rest there. They were thrown off, as if from some
lished surface, which they could not fasten upon, or tarnish in passing.
They were met b}_f an all—l_xoly will, and from that they fell back
parmless. Temptations are like evil seed which Satan sows broadeast
for there are two sowers in the world. But the evil seed no more finds
entrance info the pure and holy heart, than the good seed into the
hardened heart. When the evil seed finds ever so brief a resting-place,
and shoots its first small root into the heart, then there is sin. It is a
most blessed thing to kuow that temptation is not sin, and that Jesus was
tempted. For temptations are often very grievous to God’s servants,

8, “If Thou be the Son of God.”” Observe how in this temptation,
as well as in that on the pinnacle of the Temple, Satan tempts our
Lord (not only first to distrust in God, and then to false trust in God,
hut also) to make display of His miraculous powers. Up to this time our
Lord had done no miracle. He is now about to show forth to the world
His miraculous power. Who else but He would have forborne to exercise
1t, if only to make proof of the wondrous gift? Few things in our Lord’s
]1f9 on earth are more wonderful than this, namely that, conscious within
Himself of almighty power, He calmly refuses to exercise it. He carries
to the wilderness a heaven-wrought weapon which no power can
resist, yet He lays it aside. He could wield the might of God ; but He
of His own will chooses the weakness of Man, “0 Saviour,” (writes the
80od Bishop Hall) “none of Thy miracles is more orthy of astonish-
tment than Thy not doing of miracles!” It was an ancient opinion
ﬂei%r %atan was doubtful of our Lord’s real Divine nature at first, and
after (0. Take trial of if. Thus St. Leo, about four hundred years
. o;gehmt’ writes as follows of our Lord’s temptation: “ Tlﬁdz He n;:i%ilé:
“Fron mankm_d, from the bonds of de:adly transgressmn,d e C(irégl e
“in e s aoVd's fury the power of His own Majesty, an OPPO"‘t s of
litt)q ie nfirmity of our Jowlines<” Whether this be o, or DO{ 181
Now, bﬁlportance. But one thing is very plain,—that Jesus, not only

b all through His life on earth, stedfastly rtglésagd to Himself

Deut. 8, 3.
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A.D.2. 5 And the devil, taking Him up into an high
mountain, shewed unto Him all the kingdoms o

the world in a moment of time.
6 And the devil said unto Him, All this powey

o John 12,81 will T g‘ivu Thee, and the g]le'_Y of them : for ®that
: and to whomsoever I wi]

[

kev.13.2,7.18 delivered unto me;
I give it,

2 Oor, full 7 If Thou therefore wilt 2worship me, all ghal
b

down before m. *

me. be Thine,

8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get
thee behind Me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt
thou servo. Deut. 6, 13. & 10, 20,

9 And he brought Him to Jerusalem, and set Him
on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto Him, If
Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down from
hence:

10 for it is written, He shall give His angels
charge over thee, to keep thee:

-— B ——

all mere display of Iis miraculous power, e did no miracle for Ilis
own fame or glory (Sce on St, Matt, xii. 15.). In His encounter with
Satan our Lord will contend as Man, and with none but human weapons,
He could have summoned twelve legions of Angels, had He pleased, and
swept the hateful tempter from Ilis presence in a moment. But Low
then could He be our Pattern in fighting, or give us a pledge of conquer-
ing, as He conquered? 1le uses no weapons but those which He puts
also into our hands, In the strength of the Tloly Ghost, in prayer and
fasting, in perfect trust in God, and with tho “sword of the NSpirit,” He
meets the enemy and conquers him, :

5. “In a moment of time.” This must then have been a splendid
vision created by the tempter, in which the world scemed spread out
below with its greatest and wealthiest cities and its varied lands and

eople, a picture of all that was great and rich and beautiful. It lasted
ut & moment: and may we not turn Satan’s vision against himself,
and say, Thus too “the world passeth away, and the lust thercof”
(1 St.John ii. 17.)? .

8. “To whomsoever I will I give it So says he who was “a liar
“from the beginning.” The Spirit of truth says, “ There is no power

“but of God” (Rom. xiii. 1.),

8. “ Get thee behind Me, Satan.” That | thew’s account. It seems not 1‘.“111{31%
this was the end of the temptations is|that St.Luke, instead of following ‘B
plain (See Note on St. Matt. iv. 5.); but | historical order of the three Temptﬂt‘ﬁgﬂ’
Rrohably these wprds—“ Get thee behind | gives them in what may be called ¥ ;
b e, Satan, for”"—were not written here | natural order, as advancing fi o 88

y St. Luke, since they are not found in | to higher, this order being the R8I0 he
some of the best ancient copies, and may | that in St.John’s words, ** the lust d the
iﬁ*l‘y easily have been put in by mistake | “flesh, and the lust of the eye, an

Y sowe copyist familiar with St, Mat- | * pride of life” (1 St,Jobn ii, 16
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d in thewr hands they shall
11 8% ny time thou dash thy ear thee up, A.D.ar.

jost 2 0ot againgt g,
e. ., Ps. o1,
51;03 And Jesus answering said unty 11,12,

him, Tt is en;
2 » LU 18 sa1d
pou ghalt not tempt the Lorqg thy God. peut. g 1.

2 And when the devil had ended 4 the temmpt:
; j he departed from Him ¢ for 5 im0 1o tempta-
’ .

d John 14, 30,
Heb, 4. 15,

149 And Jesus returned fin {), power of the A.D.23

it into ¢Galilee : and there went ot a fame 24 Yer

ftP Him through all the .region.round about, Lova's e
{5 And He taught in their synagogues being “Joha 4. i
.loriﬁed Of ﬁll- : tver.1.

h ¢ Acts 10, 37,
16 And He c..%tmedto Nazareth, where He had » matt. 2, 23,
peen. brought up: and, as His custom was, i He went ' Acts 15,14,

&17. 2.
—-'—ﬂ_.‘-‘—‘—_—f
13, % For a season.” qusibly. We may suppose that in the A
jn Gethsemane Satan again VISIteq our Lord, tempting Him tog%tg;
away the cup of suffering from Him as too bitter to drink (See on
gt, Matt. xxvi, 37.), At all events, even if he could not himself again

approach our Lord so closely, Satan wrought his malice through the
Chief Priests and Judas Iscariot.

14—32. Our Lord’s preaching, and rejection, at
Nazareth.

Compare St. Matt. xiii. 54—58. and St. Mark vi. 1—8,

14. “ Jesus returned.” That is, from Judaa, His Baptism having
taken place in that province, where St. John the Baptist was baptizing
in the Jordan.

“Tn the power of the Spirit.” That is, the Holy Spirit, which had
descended upon Him in His Baptism (See on St. Matt. iii. 16.), and
which dwelt in Him so mightily, for God gave not ‘the Spirit by
“measure unto Him™ (St. John iii. 34.).

15, “ Being glorified of all”’ This must be understood as a general
account of the reception which our Lord met with on ﬂis first tour in
galilee. A striking exception to this general favour is now about to

e recorded.

_16. “Where He had been brought up.” How much is gathered up
In these few simple words, And how naturally we Jong to know more
about our Tord during the thirty years of His hidden life at Nazareth
(Sec on if, 42),  All that we do know is that He lived a humblo
lowly life, with His gentle thoughtful mother, and His reputed father,

“ . : - the
iv??['z. Inlto Galilee.” See Note on St. Matt. | occagions. S’Iél(l)e;% tlzrgl(")e gsd,ogfgu%?)ge,. to

“ EV&B”BH’St : = :
dis}ﬁ' He came to Nazareth.” It is a much relate_all things i)n tﬂ%‘; %’iﬂgr C;‘Sle VH;SI‘B
Noodted question whether this visit to | they happened: DUt Ui S5 ot not be
i Zareth is the same with that described | are marks of time, “i e e 1t is har
1 Matt i, 545, and 81, Mark v, | neglected ThusSi?nLﬁJi:Z “does not mean
of lkepeor© 1€ 10 doubt striking points | to supposel%h‘;‘}t] ould be closely connecte
foulg BQ%SS’ but certainly nothing that | that verse before, and describe What

have occurred on two separate | with what g068
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A.D.28. into the synagogue on the sabbath day,
up for to read.

17 And there was delivered unto Him the book
of the prophet ¥saias. And when He had openeg
the book, He found the place where it was writtey

18 The Spirit of the Lord ¢s upon Me, beca,us:e

and stogq

T —

Joseph the carpenter, It is even probable that Jesus in His youth
helped Joseph in His trade, for His fellow-townsmen asked, “Ts neg
“this the Carpenter?” (St. Mark vi, 3.). Even of His character, a5
displayed in His humble home, we have nothing distinetly told yug
but that He was ‘“subject” to those who were called His “parents”
(See on ii. 27.). Yet we can scarcely doubt that He who, when twelye
years old, had spoken those solemn words about His Father’s business
(it. 49.), must have continually shown forth more and more that
that Father’s business was the one great thing He had come to do. -

“As His custom was.”” We cannot be quite sure in what light the
Jews regarded our Lord and His teaching, Possibly He was recognized
as an inspired Prophet. At all events He was allowed to teach in the
synagogues (See on St. Matt. iv. 23.). His standing up to read showed
His own desire to address the congregation, and the readiness with
which His desire was complied with showed that His claim to teach
was publicly allowed (But see St. Mark v. 22. and Acts xiii. 15.).

17. * The book of the prophet BEsaias.” The Books of the Old
Testament were written out on rolls of parchment, each probably on
a separate roll. The book of the prophet Isaiah was probably that from
which the lessons of the season were being read, but whether our Lord
read the appointed lesson, or chose the passage for Himself, we cannot
tell. The words, “He found the place,” would lead us rather to
suppose the latter.

18. * The Spirit of the Tiord is upon Me,” &e. In these words
(which belong to that latter portion of Isaiah’s prophecy which is so
full of Christg the prophet seems to be speaking as the mouthpiece of
the Lord, and not concerning himself. The prophet speaks; but the
voice is the voice of One greater than the prophet—even of the Lord
the Anointed. In the words, “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,”
“the Lord” is plainly used of God the Father, who is often called the
“Lord”; for “the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost
“Lord.” So “the Lorp raid unto my Lord” (Ps, cx. 1. St. Matt, xxiL.
44.), where the first is spoken of the Father, the second of the Son.
Observe St. Peter’s words concerning this anointing of the Son by the
Father, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
(Acts x. 38, Compare also on St. Matt. iii. 16.),

e

to dwell at Capernaum, and this m{’?ﬁ
naturally answers to verse 31 of ttud
chapter, and is indeed partly accOlllgl_“; '
for by the events here related, so D

took place very shortly after our Lord’s
return into Galilee. While in St. Matt.
xiii, 54, it is equally difficulf to suppose

that St. Matthew does, not mean to fix ather

the visit to Nazareth there related after
the speaking of the seven Parables, which
was at a later time than this. But, if
we turn to St. Matt. iv. 13, we find an
account of our Lord’s leaving Nazareth

from St. Matthew alone we may #e
a hint of this earlier visit to Nazafr];q:
and thus conclude that the two nacc;‘;.
tives probably refer to different ©
sions,
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. nath anointed Me to preach

T D oor; He hath sent Me to he
h delive

arted, to preach d rance to th T
a;d recovering of sight to the blinde t?ptl: o
1iberty them that are bruised, w2 EOL B

19 to preach the acceptable year of the Lord

Isai, 61, 8

90 And He closed the book, ang He &g:V:; 2#

qain to the minister, and sat down, Apnq e eyes
of all them that were In the Synagogue were
f&stened on Hlm.

91 And He began to Say unto them, This day
ig this seripture fulfilled in your ears,

92 And all bare Him witness, and * wondered at b

the gospel to
A.D. 28
al the broken-

« Anointed Me.”> Made Me the Christ— : . e
is the emblem of t}le I%OU_I‘ilng out of the Holyt}éi)iﬁﬁmnted' Asititting

«mhe poor.”” In Isaiah it is the “meek,” i
the poor in spiréit are meant in this place. by which we Jearn that

19. “ The acceptable year of the Lord* That is, the welcome
time of the Lord’s coming to save the world. Observe how Jesus stops
ghort in His guotatlop, not going on to “the day of vengeance” which
follows in Isaiah., His message as yet is all of mercy and love.

20, “He closed the book,” &c. Jesus would close the book by
rolling it up on the piece of wood to which one end of the roll would
be fastened. He then banded it to the “minister”’—the attendant
whose duty it was to take care of the books, and “sat down,” according
to the custom of Jewish teachers, to begin His sermon.

“The eyes of all”® &e. No doubt these Nazarenes had heard the
strange reports which must already have, begun fo spread concerning
the miraculous power and heavenly-wisdom of Him who had so long
lived among them, probably known chiefly by His singular holiness
and retiring modesty. And now, when He appears among them in
His new character and authority, they listen eagerly. _

2l. “This day” &c. Only the opening words are here given us,
for we cannot suppose the interruption mentioned in the next verse
took place immediately our Lord had begun to speak. No doubt He
explained the passage He had read as His text, and showed how won-

derflly it in Himself.
y 1t was fulfilled in Himse That is, bare witness to the

22, “All bare Him witness,” &c.
Evlsgom and power and eloquence with which Hef %}loke. ’.I];hiiy W?)lrlcllg
ardly b . ; i lication of the prophetic W
¥y be prepared to receive His app opreesal them greatly,

to Himself ag ¢r is “ gracious words” :
self as true. Yet His * gracious bered His lowly origin,

and filled them with wonder when they remem
" i

18' « ReC erin y ” ! if known
f:ereﬂces b yoering Qfs@g’lt de. The (:hh- e fact that the B¢
etwe i o {14 by th C d t-he
To easi] cen til;.lels pa,isamer?ind Iqa:; 9 ek t convey the sense, rather thafﬂ

: the passages they quote
W ot oo e B, e e%‘%ﬁtatggin:ﬁ?afble in%tance of the latter

Yeaq the te . ter
' r . Wit

g%m %lh e, w?ittilgo?n tg?ee}li?béigéesy% ;ra'ctice C(impare Ephesians v. 14, Wik
the Greek Translation then in use, | Isaish 1x. 1)

‘ gint’; and partly
as the Septuaaéﬂﬂp e writers
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o5, the oracious words which proceeded out of Hig
1.;:1:)“—"6.'22'2. :fnout%. And they said, ! Is not this Joseph’s Son 7
23 And He said unto them, Ye will surely gy
unto Me this proverb, Physician, heal Thyself: whaf-
m Matt, 4.13. soever we have heard done 1n ™ Capernaum, do algg
"% here in Thy country.
ndomn4 4t 24 And He said, Verily I say unto you, No » pro-
het is accepted in His own country. _
o1kin1.9. 25 But I tell you of a truth, °many widows were
Tames5.17 in Israel in the days of Flias, when the heaven wag
shut up three years and six months, when great
famine was throughout all the land ;
26 but unto none of them was Elias sent, save
unto Sarepta, & cefy of Sidon, unto a woman ¢hat
was a widow. _ .
P2Ein.514 27 P And many lepers were in Israel in the time
of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was

cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

go that & murmur ran through the people, ¢ Is not this Joseph’s Son?”
Observe the witness borne to His manner by the officers sent to take
Him (St. John vii. 46.).

23, “Ye will surely say” &e. Jesus knew their thoughts, and put
them into words for them, By ¢ Physician, heal Thyself,” is meant,
‘Thou doest miracles elsewhere; do miracles now here, so as to
‘prove Thy words and gain Thyself honour.

“In Capernaum,” The only miracle we know of as performed in
Capernaum before this time was the healing of the nobleman’s son
(St. John iv. 46-—54. See Note on St. Matt. iv. 12,), Our Lord’s miracles
of healing however were so numberless that we may well suppose there
were others, o

24, “ No prophet is accepted®’ &e. Because the man is considered
rather than'the office (See on St. Matt. xiii. 57.).

25.  Many widows ” &c. Qur Lord proceeds to show the Nazarenes
two instances in which prophets, not being honoured in their own
country, conferred their blessings on strangers, It was not to an Isracl-
itish widow that Elijah was sent ; it was not an Israelitish leper whom
Elisha cleansed,

27, “Eliseus.” The Greek form of the name Elisha, as Elias of
Elijah, Sarepta of Zal:ephath. It is observable that our Ford in two
notable. instanceg prals(_ad the_a faith of those who were strangers to
Israel in a manner which might well put to shame those of His own
country ; saying to the woman of Canaan, “ 0 woman, great is thy faith”
g‘St._Matt. xv. 28,), and to the Centurion, “I have not found so great

faith, no, not in Tsrael” (vii. 9.).

——

25. “ Three years and six months.” (Com-|n i ij i
; . - | nued some time Before Elijah was directed
Fove St.James v.17.) Tn 1 Kings xviil. 1. to go fo the Vi of Sarepta, so that
1618 ea?”-the drought ceased “in the | there is no difficulty in regard to the
Id year™ but it must have conti- length of time,
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98 And all they in the Syna

. 0
peard these things, were filled Wiﬂg; %rl;izthWhen they A.D.2s,
99 and rose up, and thrust Him 01‘1'1'3' )

i . f the city
| led Him unto the 2brow of 41, 1o city,
me ity was built, that fhey g WHECO s0r,aye
down hcadﬁng. .

30 But He ?passing through the i
qent His way, midst of them s Jms. 5.

31 and *came down to Capernaum. g of i
lilee, and taught them on the sabhail; da(;];;y of Ga- M

39, And they were astonished at
His word was with power,

33 9 And in the synagogue there wag g
which had a spirit of an unclean devil anq gi‘?:ci D
out with a loud voice, ?

34 saying, ®Let us alone ; what have we to do with s or. 4ua;
Thee, Thou Jesus of Nazareth? art Thou comeltoso A
destroy us? I know Thee who Thou art: ®fthe.%" %"

; u Py, 16. 10,

Holy One of God. Dan. 9. 24,

ch. 1. 35,

His doctrine: » for  Matt. 7. 25,
Ti.tus 2.15.

08, “PFilled with wrath” DBecanse they understood our Lord’s
meaning, and knew that He was rebuking them for their unbelief and
hardness of heart.

29, “Rose up, and thrust Him out.” Thus was He “despised
“and rejected of men (Isaiah liii, 3.), “He came unto His own,
“and His own received Him not” (8t. John i, 11.). We may notice
that the Jews rose up full of wrath against St. Paul, when he spoke
of being sent to the Gentiles, saying, “Away with such a fellow from
“the earth ; for it is not fit that he should live” (Acts xxii, 21, 22.).

“The brow of the*hill? Nazareth was built on a range of hills,
and near to it is a cliff or precipice, thirty or forty feet high,—doubt-
less that over which they purposed to cast Jesus down. This murderous
rage of the Nazarenes i3 very fearful., May it not teach us to what
actual hatred of Christ we may come if we have been very familiar with
Him—in His word, and Church, and Sacraments,—and yet have never
learnt truly to love Him and believe in Him? .

80, “Pagging through the midst.” By a miracle, probably making
ISItm:TSGH invisible, and so escaping their wrath (See on XxIv. 81, and

- John v, 13, and wviii, 59.). . :

3L “Down to Caperna.gm.” Nazareth being on a hill, and %aper‘
1aum on the border of the Lake, it was natural {0 speak of going dOWI.

For Capernaum see on St Matt. iv, 13.)

33—37, Tho casting out of & devil in the Synagogus
at Capernaun.

§t, Mark i. 21—28 .

\\\v—\_—
U2 His word was with power” See on St. et v, 28, 2
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And Jesus rebuked him, saymg, Hold th
pe?:xie, and come out of him. And when the de:vi}i
had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him
and hurt him not. .

36 And they were all amazed, apd spake among
themselves, saying, What a word ¢s this! for with
authority and power He commandeth the unclean

spirits, and they come out. _
37 And the fame of Him went out into every

place of the country round about.

38 ¢ And He arose out of the synagogue, and
entered into Simon’s house. And Simon's wife’s
mother was taken with a great fever ; and they be-

sought Him for her.

39 And He stood over her, and rebuked the fever ;
and it left her: and immediately she arose and
ministered unto them.

40 Now when the sun was setting, all they that
had any sick with divers diseases brought them
unto Him ; and He laid His hands on every one of

| them, and healed them.

*Mark3.11. 4] * And devils also came out of many, crying
~out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God.

yver. 3,35 And YHe rebuking them suffered them mnot 2to

2 Or, to say

thai they  speak : for they knew that He was Christ.
42 9 And when it was day, He departed and

A.D. 28,

to be Christ,

85. “Hurt him not.”* So when Satan departs from the sinner
whom he has held in his power, the struggle may be fierce, and the
pain great, yet he will have no power really to hurt him.

38—41. The healing of St. Peter’s mother-in-law,
and others,

St. Matt, viii. 14—17,  St. Mark i, 29—34.

38, “:.& great fever.” That is, a very severe heavy fever.
41. * Thou art Christ the Son of God.” The devils not only

‘kneW ChriSt, but were aIS{} Constrained tO . :
knowledge (See on St. Mark 1. 24, 25.) e Tiemnge- o ek

42—44. Christ retires to pray, and preaches throughout
Galilee,

— St. Mark i, 85—39.
+ " When it was day,”® As soon as day dawned :—according t0
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- to a desert place: and the :
}—VI?;: glnd came unto Him & and beope: sought £08

stayed Hi
. ghould not depart from them. ved Him, that
HZ?) And He said unto them, T

€1 must preach the
Kingdom of God to other cities algg - fo¥ therefore
- T sent.

4

4 And He preached in the synagogues of Galilee,
CHAPTER V.

1t teacheth the people out of Peter's ship: 4 in a mir ;

1 gh;;ishes, sheweth how He will make him and his partners ﬁfﬁgfﬁ i}“,ff,;ﬁ"
12 cleanseth the leper : 16 prayeth in the wilderness : 18 healeth one sicls o}‘
the palsy: 27 calleth Maithew the publican: 29 eateth wiil, sinners, as
being the Physician of souls: 34 fovetelleth the fustings and afftictions
of the apostles after his ascension: 36 and likeneth fainthearted and wealks

disciples to old bottles and worn garments.

ND it came to pass, that, as the people pressed

upon Him to hear the word of God, He stood
by the lake of Gennesaret,

L

St. Mark “a great while before day,”—which may mean a long while
before the beginning of the ordinary working day, which began, as with
us, at six o’clock in the morning,

& Tlhe people.” Led, as St. Mark shows, by Simon Peter and other
disciples.

« Stayed Him.” That is, they tried to stay Him, praying Him to
remain with them.

CHAPTER V.
1-11, The first miraculous draught of fishes, and the

calling of St.Peter and the Sons of Zebedee from
their trade.

St. Matt. iv. 18—22. St. Mark i, 16—20. Compare the Miracle related
in 8t. John xxi. 1-—14, and the Parable in St. Matt. xiii. 47—50.

1. “He stood by the lake” &c. This was a favourite place of our

Lord. Tt was on the shore of this lake that the seven parables of
St. Matt. xiii. were spoken.

——

1.t came to pass,” ome have | represent the Apostles as fishing; and
held that this evgnt 'is &zf ' di}sﬁ‘erent one ! 2.pthat St. Mark relates the healing of
'om that related by St. Matthew and |the man with the unclean spirit in the
: -Ma‘rk in the passages above referred | synagogue at Capernaum as taking placfa
0. Certainly this account is not only | immediately after this call of the fisher-
iuch fuller than the others, but seem- | men, while St. Luke relates it before
:angly-d‘. erent in some particulars. How- | (namely in iv. 31—36.). It is however
ok 1t i3 very improbable that what is |so continually the case that different
tecorded in 10, 11, which answers closely | events are related by the different Evap-
1{% S Matt. iv, 19 20. and St. Mark 1. | gelists, and different particulars of the
rat 8, could have Bccdrred on two sepa- | same event, that, though the omlsmir[x oﬁ
8 occasions, The main difficulties in | the miracle in St. Matthew and St. Mar
copmsmg the three accounts to be ac-|may seem strange, 1t cannot really per-
t}llﬁs of the same thing are—1. that | plex us; and as to the seclong o'bJetcggtr:
to thg tthew ang St Mark do not allude | the Evangelists mos clearly do no

Wiracle here rolated, but simply | ab giving the events they relate in their
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Ao 2 and saw two ships standing }J_Y the lake: byt
7 {ho fishermen were gono oub of them, and werq
washing #heir nots, .

9 And Ile enterad into ono of the ships, which
was Simon’s, and prayed him that he would thyust
out o littlo from tho land. And Ile sat down, and
{aught tho people out of the ship. ' '

4 Now when 1o had left speaking, e said unto
Simon, Launch out into tho deep, and let down
your nets for a draught. :

5 And Simon answering said unto ITim, Master,
wo have foiled all the night, and have taken no-
thing: nevertheless at Thy word I will let down
the net.

6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a
great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.

2, “The flshermen.”® Not yet called Apostles, for though two of
them at any rate had already been called to be disciples (See St, John
i. 40—43,), they had not yet been called to leave their trade and to
follow Christ more closely.

“ Washing their nets,”” This implies that their work for the time
was over.

8. “He entered into one” &c. So when He spoke the seven para-
bles (St. Matt, xiii. 2.) He sat in a ship while the people stood on the
shore. The ship would be thrust only a few yards from the land, just
sufficiently to keep the people from pressing too near,

4, “ Launch out’” &e. Our Lord’s first important act with those
who were to be the nearest to Himself was the same as that which
was almost His last (See St. John xxi.), and in each He makes His
miracle & parable, teaching His Apostles wonderful lessons concerning
His Church, ,

8. “Master,” &c. The word “Master,” together with the seeming
expectation of a miracle in the words, ¢ Nevertheless at Thy word” &ec.,
show that St. Peter was already a disciple of our Lord (See on 2.).
Night was usually the best time for fishing, yet the fishermen caught
nothing till Christ came. So Christ's ministers will labour in vain,
however hopeful their labour may scem, except Christ be with them.
“Except the Lord build the house, their labour is but lost that build
“it” (Ps, cxxvii, 1.),

6. “They inclosed” &e, It has been often asked whether this was
a miracle of Omnipotence or of Omniscience, of power or of wisdom ;
that is, whether the Lord compelled the fish to come to the net, or,
kn‘owmg where the fish were, guided the fishermen to the spot. It is in
vain to ask, or to iry to answer, such a question, Either opinion i8

exact i
theche?:i?sé’ gnd here 8t. Luke has given | fishermen), probably because in the pase

Bpisit 0 tos gythe man with an unclean | sage following the Temptation (that i,

: nagogue before its proper | 1 inder : e 1
place in the histo brop e remainder of ch, iv.) he is principa y
clearly that it Wasrytgf(tgcz’-rtsé'cmdﬁﬂéfs%ﬁg speaking of our Lord’s visits to the

“synagogues of Galilea” (iv. 44.).
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nd they beckon.ed unto #heir part .
WereAin the other ship, that they sh%ulc]{l e;'g;n:r hal;lc; A.D. 28

hem. And they came, ang
lle-lp tsée that they began to sink, filled both the

shlp%hen Simon Peter saw 4, he fo]] down at Jesug’

wing, ® Depart fr . .
Jknees, sayll]%, P om me; for I am a sinfyl 2 sam. 6.9,
an 0 LOI' . 1 Kingg

math ~ tonished e
g For he was astonished, and all that
pim, at the draught of the fishes which “;‘f;; '\ﬁﬁ

taken

10 and so was also James, and John, the song
of Zebed:ae, which ‘were %artners with Simon, And
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth
thou shalt catch men,

11 And when they had brought their ships to
Jand, ? they forsook all, and followed Him, b Mat. 19, 27.
.

exfectly lawful, but it is better not to geek to be wise above ic
Ee,written. Yet it is Evrltten of the Lord by the prophet, e ’I‘l;[??&tn?;}a?s};
«Him to have domm;on over the works of Thy Hands; Thou hast put
wgll things under His Feet; . . the fowl of the air, and the fish of
“the sea,) and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas” (Ps.
viii. 6, 8.).

- ¢ Their net brake.” Lite;ally ‘was breaking’, that is, just on the
point of breaking, or beginning to break. (For a spiritual application
of this and other parts of the miracle see on St. John xxi. 11.)

8. “ Depart from me ;** &c. It is most natural for the sinful soul to
shrink from the presence of the All-holy., A consciousness of God’s
nearness and power and purity will at first make the sinner fear, Yet
fear will often lead to love, and Simon Peter soon found by a blessed
experience that  perfect love casteth out fear” (1 St. John iv. 18.).

9, “All that were with him.” Among whom was his own brother
Andrew (See St. Matth. iv. 18.).

10. “ Fear not.”” This was Christ’s comforting answer to St Peter’s .
“Depart from me.” When the shrinking from Christ springs from a
self-accusing self-condemning spirit, then He cheers and comforts, and -
bids us “ Fear not.” :

“ From henceforth?” &e. This is spoken here in the singular fo
St.Peter. In St. Matthew and St, Mark it is spoken in the plural to all
the four disciples, It is easy to understand that our Lord may have
thus addressed St. Peter first, and then have made known fo the rest
that His words equally applied to them, We may be sure much more
Passed than is related, The Evangelists continually give only an gu’f't;
e of that which they record, How would St. Peter be _remni_dfh 0
: :)Su mi(liac]e and its prormise in the tnzi{ai:ulgui fl)lgathermg oL ttes

fand souls on the day of Pentecost (Acts 11 =1.) o

1L “They forsook al]y, » g&o, This alone pIoves that our ]gJorgts

Words to Rimon Peter were not His only words on the subject. f)uf ;

»8 He similarly invited all the four, deseribing the work in store 10
M In like manner to all. They were all to be “fishers of men,
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AD.2s 12 9 And it came to pass, when He was in 4

— certain city, behold a man full of leprosy: whg
seeing Jesus fell on %és face, and besought Him,
saying, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me
clean,

13 And He put forth His hand, and touched him,
saying, I will: be thou clean. And immediately
the leprosy departed from him.

14 And He charged him to tell no man: but go,
and shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy

sLev. 144, cleansing, ©according as Moses commanded, for a
10, 21, 22, ,
™ testimony unto them.

15 But =0 much the more went there a fame
2 Matt. ¢, 25. abroad of Him: ¢and great multitudes came toge-
Jem 6.2 ther to hear, and to be healed by Him of their
| infirmities. |
°Matt. 1435 16 °And He withdrew Himself into the wilder--

ness, and prayed.

A.D.29. 17 9 And it came to pass on a certain day, as
He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and
doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out
of every town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jeru-

1216, Healing of a Leper.
St. Matt, viii. 2—4. St. Mark i, 40—45.

15. * So much the more” &c. ‘“Fame” means a ‘report.” The
miracle was noised about, and much talked of. St. Mark tells us this
was owing to the conduct of the man who had been healed.

“To hear, and to be healed.”® Probably this refers to those who
came to Him in the “desert places,” for in the town the multitudes
were s0 great as to be a serious hindrance (See St. Mark i. 45.), and
the latter flocked together from idle curiosity, and not “to hear and
“to 'be healed.” The following our Lord into the wilderness was a
pledge of sincerity.

17--26. Healing of the Paralytic man at Capernaum.

St. Matt. ix, 1—8, St. Mark ii. 1—12,

17. “ Come out of every town” &c. The fame of Jesus had already
spread far and wide. The Pharisees and doctors (See on ii. 46.) flocked
to hear and see Him, their enmity not as yet aroused by His exposure
of their pride and hypocrisy, and by the disappointment of their expec-
iatlon of a temporal deliverer. Yet is their doubt and jealousy of our
by ord shown In their very posture ; for “while the multitude are throng-
s Him with every sign of amazement and fear, they are sitting

by and watching Him” (Ls, Williams.).
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alom : and the power of the Lord Was present to A.D,2g

them.
11615% And, behold, men brought i,

: taken with a palev .
uch was. 5 Palsy : gn :
;;;lm-ns to bring him in, and to lay 73.?7?”}(11) :i};iz ﬁ ought

19 An d whe_n ‘the:y could nof find by tht‘cn?:
ght bring him in becauge of the nlutl.t;',h:gg

mi
they nt upon the housetop gy let him down
couch into the midst

a be(l a man

frough the tiling with 7ss
beforeAJesuvsv.hen He saw thei
n W their fay .
11i1211(: Man, thy sin_s are forgivenf?llfehé, He said unto
21 And the scribes and the Pharisces be an
reason, Saymng, Who 1s this which speakethg lr)llas{-)
phemies? *Who can forgive sins, but (joq alone? 1Ps325
92 But when Jesus perceived theiy thoughts, He ™4 %-
answerging said unto them, What reason ye in your
hearts ¢
93 Whether 1s easier, to say, Thy sing be forgiven
thee; or to say, Rise up and walk?
94 But that ye may know that the Son of man
hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (He said unto
the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and
take up thy couch, and go into thine house.
- 25 And immediately he rose up before them, and
took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his
own house, glorifying God,

“The power of the Lord” &ec. That is, the power of God, displayed
in His Son. This power was “present to heal them”—that is, not
the Pharisees and doctors, but the poor sufferers who crowded there
to be healed. The Scribes and Pharisees indeed had sore need of
healing, but they knew it not. They thought themselves whole, and in
no need of the Physician (See 31, and on St. Matt. ix. 12.). .

19, “Through the tiling.”” Perhaps the most natural explanation of
this is that which supposes our Lord to have been. in & room, possibly
an upper room, or the room of a one-storied house, and not in a court such
as would be found in houses of a better sort, and that the men who
carried the poor paralytic actually broke away some of the tiles or sla.g?,
which covered the roof, and also a part of the ceiling over our Lord’s
head, which may have been merely boarded with planks. 1 cwiliich

25, “ Departed.” We can easily suppose that' t,he CIOW‘ 1\, ]1111(]
Was & bar to the poor man’s being carried into Christ 3 pr ?e{)ll‘*ees’t“o Al
10w make way for him, as for one Supremgly honoure anas " 'assed
98 would be upon him ; all would be silent wfcl;] aﬁed showz? such
Blong carrying his mattress, and glorifymng Glod, who ha

mercy upon both soul and body.
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p.2s 26 And they were all amazed, and they glorifieg
a2 God, and were filled with fear, saylng, We have
seen strange things to day.

97 € And after these things He went forth, ang
saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt
of custom : and He said unto him, Follow Me,

28 And he left all, rose up, and followed Him,

29 And Levi made Him a great feast in his own

een.15.1.  house: and 8there was a great company of publicans
and of others that sat down with them.

30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured
against His disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and
drink with publicans and sinners?

31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They
that are whole need not a physician ; but they that
are sick.

B1Tim115. 32 BT came not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.

33 § And they said unto Him, Why do the dis-

27—82, The Calling and Feast of St. Matthew,
St. Matt. ix, 9—13. St. Mark ii, 13—17,

27. “8aw.” The original word means much more than simply “saw.”
It is rather, He ‘looked earnestly upon’ (See on St. Matt. xix. 26.).

28, “ Left all”? This is named only in this Gospel, though of course
understood in the others. St. Matthew gave up all earthly riches to
receive “an hundredfold now,” “and in the world to come eternal
“life” (See on St. Mark x, 28--30.).

80. “Why do ye” &c. Butf especially, as we see from the other
Gospels, your Master. The Pharisees thought men professing so great
holiness were inconsistent in suffering the presence of acknowledged
sinners. They needed indeed to learn the meaning of the words, “I
“will have mercy and not sacrifice.”

383—39. Discourse upon Fasting,
St. Matt, ix. 14—17. St. Mark ii, 18—22.

33. % They said” That is, the Scribes and Pharisees (80.). St.Mat-
thew says the disciples of John asked this question. St, Mark explaing
ﬁn{ls ggerpmg difference by saying that both asked the question, That
ofeth lscll)ples. of 8t. John the Baptist should appear here on the side
i E:h Tisees against Christ seems strange; but we must observe
Bractis e‘};c% 18 10 unfriendly opposition spoken of, In this one matter of

© the strictness of St, John’s life and teaching made his disciples

Join with the Pharigees in asking for an explanation of our Lord’s less
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. Jes of John fast often, anq .
cIPJ ise the disciples of ‘(hen]?h::i.?é;G Prayers, and A.D.gs,
e‘lt alld dI’Hlk? . es; but Thine
And He smc_l unto them
children of the bridechamber f;
470010 is with them ?
g —l
35 But the days will come, w} .
chall be taken away from thexfn ;1]115 lﬁ'ldegroom
they faSthiI those ?ays. ’ ten shall
3p And He spake also a parable ynt
nan putteth & picee of a new garment 1?}3(;511118‘131; llgo
if otherms(iﬁ, 113;11611 1;0’(2.-‘171 the new maketh a rent Oan({
the piece that was taken out of the et
withpthedold. RE HgeRet o
37 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles -
ose the new wine will burst the bottles, and els)é
spilled, and the bottles shall perish. ’

Sa.n Ye make the
St, while the bride-

gevere rule of life. It has been suggested as possi :
gt. Matthew’s house took place upogng a day o%ssei\?;g g};a; til”laztf%asttlll%
disciples of St. John the Baptist and the Pharisees. s

« Make prayers.” That is, prayers of unusual length, and at stated
hours. 'The aim of the Pharisee was to spend so much time in prayer :
the Christian would “pray without ceasing,” living in the spirit of
prayer. The Pharisee strictly observed his appointed fasts. The Christian
ceeks to be “temperate in all things” In saying this it is not meant
that Christ would discourage in His followers either stated hours of
prayer, or stated fasts such as the Church enjoins. Only He would
discourage the formal observance of such, and show, as in the case of
the observance of the sabbath, that ordinances, good in themselves, must

be governed by the higher laws of a more spiritual religion.
hew and St. Mark have

36. “ A piece of a new garment.” St. Matt \ :
“g piece of new cloth.” In the garment” we get a new idea, for 1%

teaches us whence the “new cloth” is taken. The ‘““new gqrment” 18
nts any portion of the

the Gospel, and the piece taken from it represents |
spirit of the Giospel, which it 18 attempted to blend with the old Law.

“ Both the new maketh a rent.” That is, as 1M the two former
Gospels, by its strength and firmness pulling away and tearing tl}ﬁ
E’eak material into which it is sewn. But theseﬂw%rd_s n:::egh’:;eag‘z Batxlld

‘ * that 18,
etter translated, ‘He both rendet?l the ney\f, ke, 7 that

spoils the new garment, out of whic
without improvingg:;&1 the old, since the two agrce not togeﬂ;%r- attempt £
9037'1;}‘1‘ New wine into old botfles t}ThlfS 11:11; t;:;as cere?nonies of the
I the f iri into the 10T ;
ree spirit of the Gospel 1 o e eucate God’s D¢

n:ﬁ' These were only for a time,

an er manhood of Christianity. T

ok grace, neither needs, nor can make 1se O Hepe
Servances, upon which fho Jew relied o7 CPPUESE e gijomable t

1o we interpret the bottles (as many do, -asﬂlze meaning woul

) Of persons rathet than of erdinance’ then Ee
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38 But new wine must be put into new bottles;

1 both are preserved. . .
argg No ma.npalso having drunk old wine straigh.

way desireth new : for he saith, The old 1s better,

CHAPTER VI

) oveth the Pharisecs blindness about the observation of )
1 Christ, reyrovelh and miracle: 13 chooseth fwelve apostle.;f

riniure, reason 2 Lp
sabbath, by sctil 20 preacheth to His disciples before the peoyl,

th the diseased : , 0
}2; Z?lﬁggsnfys and curses: 27 how we must love our enemies: 46 and joi
e obedience of good works to the heaving of the word: lest in the ey

day of temptation we fall like an house built wpon the face of the earth,
without any foundation.

ND it came to pass on the second sabbath after
A the first, that He went through the corn fields;
and His disciples plucked the ears of corn, and

did eat, rubbing #hem in their hands,

A.D. 2.

——

that it is vain to expect those clinging to a religion of ceremonies (like
the Galatians) to possess the spiritual life and freedom of the new
covenant. If they once really embrace the new, the old must pass
away. May we not apply this figure to those in these days who, having
been brought up in ignorance, or having lived in sin, have at length
embraced some portion of Christian truth, but, being unable to give
to that truth its proper place and proportion, have carried it, or have
been carried by 1t, into foolish extremes, hurtful to their own souls?
The new wine is too strong for the old bottles.

38. * New bottles.” If the “new wine” is the new living vigorous
spirit of the Gospel (See on St. Matt.), then we may gather from this
verse that some ordinances arc needful for the preservation and safety
of this spirit. But these ordinances must be such as agree with that
new spirit. Christ does not say, the new wine will need no bottles at
all, but, “ New wine must be put into new bottles.”

Taking the bottles of persons, it has been well remarked that what the
Jews said mockingly, we may say in a true sense of Christians renewed
by God’s grace,—* These men are full of new wine” (Acts ii. 13.), even
the “new wine” of the blessed Spirit of God.

,39. “No man also” &e. This (which is only found in St. Luke)
gives the reason why the Pharisees and the Baptist’s disciples could
not understand the freedom from ceremonial restraints with which
Jesus and His disciples acted, These complainers had drunk the old
wine of the Law, and they could scarcely be expected all at once to see
f‘h_e greater merit of the new wine of the Gospel, They said, * The old

18 %etter.’ 1‘3‘11{; those who have really tasted the new, which Jesus
provides, say, “Thou hast kept the good wine wntil now” (St, John

ii, 10.).
1-5. The plucking of corn on the Sabbath,
Rt. Matt. xii. 1—8. St, Mark i, 23—28,

1 “On the second sabbath g

o g N after the first,” In the Greek this 18
i : e Gre

Hal-lrii)}){fs S(l)in th;a{ second-first sabbath’ It is unknown what this means

ggestlons have been made, Among these one of the simplest

i
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And certain of the Pharisees gqic
Why do ye t};at 2 which is not Iawfuau}wugio them, A.D.2s.
Sabb&th days? . on the » 1x, 20. 10,
3 And Jesus answering them gaiq Have ye ot
) > ye no

o1 so much as this, ® what Dayiq Jio ;

i was an hungred, snd they which s, v 1 151

4 bow he went mto the house of God. and llll}i

talke and eat the Shewbre.ad, and gave also to ‘th(Bi;l

that were with him ; ©which it is 70t lawful to eat.r

put for the priests alone? ke
5 And He said unto them, That

is Lord also of the sabbath, the Son of man

¢ ¢And it came to pass also o 2 See

sabbath, that He entered into the Syna; g{alg(}t;l]fa aﬁ.h&cﬁ‘ig.
ht: and there was a 2 ¢ Dm0,

taught, man whose right hand

was withered.

7 And the scribes and Pharisees watch i
whether He would heal on the sabbath d§§1 -%ﬁ%
they might find an accusation against Him, :

8 But He knew their thoughts, and said to the
man which had the withered hand, Rise up, and
stand forth in the midst. And he arose and stood
forth.

9 Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one
thing ; Is it lawful on the sabbath days to do good,
or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy 4¢?

10 And looking round about upon them all, He
gaid unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And
he did so: and his hand was restored whole as
the other.

11 And they were filled with madness; and com-
Iiluned one with another what they might do to
esus.

is that certain sabbaths were called ‘first’ or ¢ chief * gabbaths, and that
this was the second of such chief sabbaths, As the year began with
the Passover, the sabbath of the Paschal-week would be the first chief
sabbath (See on St. John xix. 31.), and probably the sabbat]g at the
entecost, or feast of First-fruits, would be the second. This would

4ccord with the fact that the corn was ripe in the fields.
6-11, Healing of the man with the withered hand.
S Matt, xii, 9—14. St, Mark iii, 1—6. Compare also xiv.1—=G.
1L * Madnegs” That is, a senseless rage against é)ggist.
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apos 12 9° A.nd it came to pass in ’?hose days, th:}t Hq
. mases went out mto a mountain to pray, and continygeg
4 a1l nieht in prayer to God.

13 And when it was day, He called wnto pp;,
His disciples : and of them He chose twelve, whop,
also He named apostles ;

14 Simon, (fwhom He also named Peter)) apq
Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip ang
Bartholomew,

15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Al
pheeus, and Simon called Zelotes,

g Jude 1. 16 and Judas 8the brother of James, and Judag
Tscariot, which also was the traitor,

A.D.28. 17 9 And He came down with them, and stood
"ot L2 00 the plain, and the company of His disciples, " and

rfJohn 1. 42,

12-16. Calling of the Twelve Apostles.
St. Matt. x. 1—4. St. Mark iii. 13—19.

12. * All night in prayer.” Can we contemplate our great Example
thus spending the whole night in prayer, and feel no shame when we
think of the short space we allot to the same holy intercourse with our
heavenly Father? And let us remember, we need prayer in a manner
in which He could never need it; for we are sinners, and He was
without sin (See on St. Matt. iv. 2.).

18. “He chose twelve.”” The chief of them common fishermen,
one a publican, all from the lower ranks of life. These princes
of the kingdom of heaven were not ‘ wise men after the flesh,” nor
“mighty,” nor “noble,” for “ God hath chosen the foolish things of the
“world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things
““of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base
“ things of thg world, and things which are despised, hath God chozen,
“yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are”
(1 Cor. 1. 26—28.).

““ He named apostles.”” The word ‘Apostle’ means ‘sent forth, and
answers to our word ‘missionary,’ except that, of course, the title
“Apostle’ implies the high dignity of one sent forth by Christ Himself,

and appointed by Him to be a missionary founder of His kingdom.,

17—49., The Sermon on the Mount.
- St. Matt, v—vii,

17—20. Introduction.
St. Matt. v, 1, 2.
17. “In the plain Literally ‘on a level place’ (See Note.).

2 I}Z;f;i?'h?r question whether St. Luke l or relating a different discourse; harg
Sermon on ]3;‘ ﬁIbr ief summary of the | been mnch discussed, and probably musn
¢ Mount (St Matt, v—vii), | always #emaiil an opeh fiestion, PO
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. great multitude of peo

ple out
erusalem, and from the sea coggt gtf e

- Judaoa_and A.D. o8,
yre and Sldon,
¢ healed of theiy

with unclean Spirits

: soug
for ¥ there Went virtue out of ught to touch s . 14,34,

T eh came to hear Him, and ¢ b
'qeases ;
dliGS and they that were vexeq
nd they were healed.
19 And the whole multityde i
Him:
them all.

90 9 And He lifted u
nd said, ! Blessed be
] {ingdmn of God.

—

?p His eyes on His disci
ye poor: for yours is

Him, and healed * yarks. 5,
ch. 8. 46,

ples,

the 1 Matt. 11, 5,

James 2, 5.

—

19. “« Virtue.”> That is, healing power (See on St. Mk v. 30.).

20—23. The Beatitudes.
St. Matt, v. 3—12,

20. * He lifted up His eyes.”

Fixing on His disciples an intent

and earnest gaze, to rivet their attention, hefore He “ope ‘g
«and taught them” (See on St. Matt. xix. 26.). qpBisel. ths SGHt

« Blessed be ye poor.” As “the poor” in iv. 18, is explained by
referring to Isaiah, where we read “the meck,” so here “ye poor”
is explained by referring to St. Matthew, where we read **the poor in
« gpirit.” Still the thought of earthly poverty is not to be shut out,
since the “poor” in this verse is opposed to the “rich” in verse 24,
and the latter can hardly refer only to a spiritual state. We must
Lowever remember that earthly poverty has no blessing apart fiom

poverty of spirit.

which different opinions may be formed.-
We need not however feel much dii-
ficulty in accepting the two accounts as
different versions of the same discourse,
if we remember two things:—1. That
throughout the Gospels the object of the
inspired Evangelists is plainly “not so
“much to confine our minds to one set
. of words, ag if they were or could be
& full exponent of Christ’s meaning,
. 28 to declare what was in the mind of
. Christ. The Holy Spirit who inspired

the Evangelists knew what was 1D
:Christ’s mind, and by presenting the
Jfame substantial truth with circum-
nst&n'qlal varieties, and in different points
“ gf view, He has given a clearer vieW
s that mind than if He had given one
on S ony” (Wordsworth. See also Nate
gelists Matt. viii. 25.). 2. That the Evan-
rea(f 8, writing for different classes O
of oCT8, would be led to select those parts
thos}alr Lord’s teaching most needful for

o L Whom they had in view. Thusin
St, Mpr‘,iseﬂt case it is_easily seen that
atthew gives, and St. Luke omits,

£ | came to I

various matters which were specially
suitable to Jewish readers.

A difficulty has been ‘ralsed upon_the
words “stood in the plain” (17.), which
certainly seem at first sight opposed to
St. Matthew's statement that our Lord
was sitting upon a mountain. But this
difficulty vanishes when we look to the
Greek, and find that what 1s translated
“the plain” is literally ‘g level place,
and would quite naturally mean a flat
gpace upon the hill side, such as woul
be most suitable for His purpose, and to
which He would descend from the higher
part of the mountain, where H? 'E;]ar
spent the night in_prayer, and v{ 1\11_111_16
He bad calleddgp HlsdAsrigf’iﬁ;S. N7 I11 l?é
og to the standing an 108 Shiie He
does not SEEY tnhlat gv %Silllg it}?gdmultitu des
taught, bﬁ'mo toybe 1O ed., after <hin

find a spot slightly
He would Igﬁ’g@f;vgf place, where He

raised abov the Jewish custom

1d. according t0_L,
gﬁudo’wn to address His hearers.
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A2 21 mBlessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shoy
L= be filled. ™Blessed are ye that weep now: fo Vo

&65.13.  ohall laugh.

Isai. 61. 3.
: 1s;le.z.m. 29 © Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and

31k when they Pshall separate you from their company,

pJohn16.2. gnd shall reproach you, and cast out your name g4
evil, for the Son of man’s sake. .

sncssa. 23 9Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for,

ol 12 1ohold, your reward ¢s great in heaven: for Tin the

James 1. 2.

rAcs7.51 ]ike manner did their fathers unto the prophets,

s Amos 6. 1. .

Jumeso Lo 94 s But woe unto you ‘that are rich! for *ye
ch. . . . .

weh.16.25. have received your consolation.

—

91, *“Ye that hunger.”” Here again St. Matthew speaks of spiritual
hunger, and of that is the Beatitude most fully and eternally true.
Yet again the thought of a lowly worldly estate with the patient
endurance of privations need not be shut out. The shadow has its
blessedness as well as the substance. Is it not true that they who have
experience of bodily hunger are the most likely to crave for the hea-
venly food ?

“Ye that weep.” Again, all sorrow may be blest. ¢ They that sow
“in tears” may, if they will, “reap in joy.” But of all sorrow spiritual
sorrow—that is, sorrow for sin—is the most surely and the most richly
blest.

22. “ When men shall hate you,” &e. Observe well, all this must
be “for the Son of man’s sake,” or it misses the blessing. There is
a self-chosen persecution which is wilfulness, and a self-inflicted
martyrdom which is pride. It has been well pointed out what dignity
and greatness our Lord claims in these words “for the Son of man’s
“sake,” It is blessed even to sujfer for Him,

24-26, Woes corresponding to the Beatitudes.

24, “Woe unto you that are rich!*® The beatitudes and woes
stand over against one another like Mount Ebal and Gerizim, from
which the blessings and the cursings were read aloud to the Israelites
(See Deut. xi. 29. Josh, viii. 33, 84.). By the “rich” here must be
understood those “that trust in riches” (St, Mark x. 24. See on St. Matt.
Xix, 23.). It is plain that the “rich” does not naturally suggest to us
those who are proud and self-satisfied in spirit—the opposite to the
“poor in spirit”—but must signify those possessing and trusting in
actual worldly riches; which is the reason why it is said above (on 20.)
that the thought of worldly poverty must not be shut out in speaking
of the blessedness of the “poor.”

“Ye have received your consolation.” No better comment on

2. “But woe” fe. St Luke gives suppose that our T. '
oe” de. 8, rd enlarged upon
opl}}{t ﬁ%usr beatitudes’ instead of the |each beatitude, as Hg spoke i’f showing
el}gl. hoSttilgatthew, but adds four ‘woes’ | the opposite truth to it in the shape ©
W ;1?1 : ta'tthew does not give, This |these ‘woes’, for we need not suppose
;gh 16 (Iiniss important variation in the | that St, Mathew’s longer account ré-
ole discourse. It is quite possible to | cords all our Lord spoke on the occasion:
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95 *Woe unto you that are fiy]]1 f
! dor Ny of
punger. ¥ Woe unto you that laugh noivv 137 efoshall = > 5.
¢hall mourn and weep. i L
26 #Woe unto you, when gal] o

: men .
well of you! for so did their fathepg félatllllesgfﬁ?sl; Ry

P]j()PhetS.
97 4 »But I say unto you which he & ver
. ar ver. 35,
enemies, do good to them which hate }TO{I Love your Brov. 35 51
7 Rom. 12, 20.

these words can be found than that whi . s
of the Rich man and Lazarus ( Seg (1);:111 ;\1;1 %grd gives in the Parable

words * They bave their reward,” spoken of They are like the

e the 1 2 . -
religious acts to be seen of men (St. Matt, viTGQ,l%E’)Ofé.l;:fﬁs v’f?%%s?%oﬂ?ﬁz

the praise of men, and they got it. So the rich souel i

: s t th :
of earthly riches, and they got it. Yet we cannot l:ﬂg:n;1 rgﬂzci? 0}11122\}&%%];
was .that reward, when won, and how hollow this consolation Iil
received (See St. James v. 1-—3.). * when

25. “You that are full !*’ &c. Acai

like the Parable of the Rich mang ;Illzfdw}ia;zggg;l}!mngi? Eﬁegeffo:t:dg
;; sumptuﬁlgéyﬁ‘;fbf d;)’ :; Cl‘%‘{fdda grop of cold water to cool hii pargﬁzd
ongue. ath indeed ¢ filled the h : .

“rich He hath sent empty away” Q5 313‘?%1‘37 with good things, and the
_“You that laugh.”” This is no condemnation of innocent mirth and
Eght—heaz’*tedm_ess, but only of the godless merriment of the wicked.
(E%cﬁll:n Xsi ;tg(l)’e), and excessive laughter, and gait, show what he is”

26. “When all men shall speak well of you.”” We must not forget
that these ‘woes’, as well as the rest of the discourse, are addressed,
at any rate in the first instance, to the disciples, warning them, and
through them warping the Church, against states of peculiar danger.
Thu.s this fourth woe should be a special warning to all Christian
ministers against the peril of popularity. There is a middle course,
which the Christian will seek to keep, between courting persecution
(See on 22.) and courting popularity. If pride and obstinacy are dangers
on one side, on the other side there may be a carelessness as to the
truth, an easy compliance with the low standard of the world, a
shrinking from duties which would be unpopular in their performance.
The right course is humbly to seek to know and to do God’s will, not
on the one side needlessly offending a weak brother, nor on the other
side shrinking from what is right through fear of man, - .

“The false prophets.”” Who cr1edi§ “ Ifgaciebl))eacle;& ;ﬁelﬁhg {:gir;ﬁ,z
{1 s . e ek, xiil. ). :
] o peace” (Jer. vi. 14. viil, 11, ?176 I st wickedness and
escription given by J eremiah of & | 1 gl ted in the
( 1 e orriple .
legradation :— A wonderful and h ble thing 25 ﬁomn;]iﬂg b their
“land ; the prophets prophesy falsely, and the pricsts bear y

“means; and My people love to have it so” (Jer. v. 81.).
%7_36. The Law of Love and the Law of Retaliation.

St. Matt. v. 38—48.

ﬂ ta olain. if we compare thie with | selecting Izﬂlj‘gsg here and there of our
Bt, Matthegr, that there is a great breia;k Lord’s teaching.
betweon tha lact verse and this, St. Luke
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AD.% 28 bless them that curse you, and ® pray for then,

v o255 which despitefully use you.
Acis7.-60. 99 And unto him that smiteth thee on the -

o100r.6.7. cheek offer also the other; cand him that takety,
away thy cloke forbid not %o take thy coat also,
apeut. 15.7, 30 4Give to every man that asketh of thee; and
Brv.on 2. of him that taketh away thy goods ask ¢hem not
aoaln.
%1 And as ye would that men should do to you,

do ye also to them likewise.
32 For if ye love them which love you, what

thank have ye ? for sinners also love those that love

them.,
33 And if ye do good to them which do good to

you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even

the same.
34 And if ye lend fo them of whom ye hope to

receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend
to sinners, to receive as much again.
® ver. 27. 35 But °love ye your enemies, and do good, and

fyer.30. . flend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward
shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the
Highest: for He is kind unto the unthankful and

fo the evil,
36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also

is merciful,

37 9§ Judge not, and ye shall not be judged:
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned:

forgive, and ye shall be forgiven :

30. “Of him that taketh away thy goods®” &e. This does not
seem to refer so much to actual stealing as to any wrongful dealing by
which we may suffer loss. A man is very apt to think and talk much
of his rights, and to profess that he is bound to stand up for his rights,
and not to suffer his rights to be trampled upon., But let the Christian
ask, What is his »ight? Is it not to show mercy, and love, and forbear-
gnce, ﬁnd forgiveness? Let him stand up for this right, and he wil

o well,
. 82. ¢ W,"ha,t thank have ye ®” This is the same as © What reward
have ye!” (St. Matt, v.46.), and “ What glory is it?” (1 St. Pet. ii. 20.)
and means ‘Ye are doing nothing meritorious—nothing to boast of.’

87—42, Charity and Wisdom in dealing with others.
St. Matt. vii, 1—6.
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5T 1 ‘11‘11]_ - 1 T £y
38 £give .?}1% lltdg\\:n 1 )Olgnﬁn wnto you ; good A.D.ss.
,AsuYe, pressed » and Shi_‘tkell together, and & Prov. 10,17,
o over, shall men give into Vour h Ve o
g ; : your ® bosom. » Ps.7. 12.
For i with the same measure that ye mete with

. 1t 1 Mark 4. 24,
A1 be measured to you again, i, B

ames 2, 13,

qh} o And He spake a parable uy

! to 1] k (1 P
plind Jead the blind? shall they e, * Can the xMatt. 15,14,

o not both fall into s 10,24,
the diten t . . P 1556,

40 1T1162 (]IJISCIP e 18f110t above his master : bt 2 Or, shaii ve
every one that 1s perfect shall be as his master, e as
—-""’___--—_

gg, *“ Good measure, pressed down,” &e. This is a beautiful
pddition recorded in tﬁ_hls Gospel only. The figure is take; frg?lgtltﬁ?e
flling qg a n;eg;UQtii‘gtlglecorll, a{)ldt %}G Ineaning is, that our gifts will
epaid, 1O 1easure, bu the overflowi . s
}1’?611'0)}3 in the Day of re“;‘%ﬁl. ’ Y rowing bauntyof God's
« ghall men give.” € word “men” does not exist in the orie
It would therefore have been better, either to print it in Itzl?gégl(ré?ale;
on St Mati;. XEK.VI. 5.), or tg 013111: 1t altogether in the English, trans-
lating sm}plj{ shall they give,” the sense plainly being mere’lw; ‘shall
pe given, without stating by whom. We may however understand it
of God Himself, or of the holy Angels who shall receive the redeemod
into the joy of their Lord.

“With the same measure” &c. Observe how our Lord applies
this same figure to the measure of profit with which we hear God’s
word (St. Mark iv. 24.). If it be asked, How can the immensity of the
eternal reward, as compared with the poverty of our acts of charity, be
spoken of as measured “with the same measure”? We answer, Because
“he which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which
“goweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully” (2 Cor. ix. 6.). The
“same” measure does not mean one equal in size, but proportionately
great or small.

89, “Can the blind” &e. Neither this short parable, nor the
gaying in the next verse, is found in the Sermon on the Mount in
St. Matthew's Gospel. It is not improbable that both may have been
frequently used by our Lord. This “parable” of the blind leading
the blind is spoken on another occasion concerning the false teaching
of the Pharisces (See St. Matt. xv. 14.). Here it seems used as a
warning to the disciples that, if they would guide others safely, they
must take care that they are themselves well instructed in the truth.

40. “ The disciple is not above.” This is a saying .1'epeated by
our Lord on several occasions, and with different applications (See on
St. Mat, x. 24)). Here it seems closely connected with the sayng as
to the Ylind leading the blind, and would thus mean, You cannot
expect the disciple to escape where the master falls, for the disciple is
N0t likely to be better instructed than his master. The best and most
E?;fe@t disciple is only equal to his master : he can learn no more thﬁn

master can teach. Therefore be careful to gain wisdom fo enabie
Jouto lead your disciples aright. In the latter part of the verse we may
-\

0. * Perfogs » See on St. Matt. v. 48.
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AD.28. 41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is 3,
thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam thg4
is in thine own eye ?

49 TEither how canst thou say to thy brothep
Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine
eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam that
m Sco Prov.” 13 in thine own eye ? Thou hypocrite, ™ cast out firgst
el the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thoy

see clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy bro-

ther’s eye.

43 9 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt
fruit ; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit.

nMatt.12.33. 44 For ™every tree is known by his own fruit,
For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a

2Gr.a grape. hramble bush gather they 2 grapes.

oMatt.12.85. 45 © A good man out of the good treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil
man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth

pMatt.12.34 forth that which is evil: for Pof the abundance of
the heart his mouth speaketh.

iMal1.6 46 § 2And why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do

ch.18.25. mot the things which I say?
47 Whosoever cometh to Me, and heareth My

sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom
he is like :

: 48 he is like a man which built an house, and
digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock:
and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehe-

perhaps suppose our Lord to convey a double meaning, namely, that
the disciples must not only take care to excel their own pupils, if they
would be safe teachers and guides, but also remember that they are
themselves but pupils of the One great Master, whom they must ever
strive to imitate, The best guide of others is he who most closely
follows Christ: the hest master is the best disciple,

43—45, False Prophets and their fruits.
St. Matt. vii, 15—20,

46—-49, No safety but in obedience.
St. Matt, vii, 21—27.

48, “ Digged deep.” This implies labour and pains; bu

labour and “paing 1 ; a o
salvation % P are ill spent if they bring us to the Roc

 what
of our
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upon that house, ang .
Iﬂﬁ? was founded upon a rock. 0t not shale it: 4 D2,
fO{L 9 But he t}mt heareth, and doeth not e 12

n that without a foundation built % 13 like

ma . aeral y
B~ the earth; against which the streaman housa

n i 1 .
ﬂPl‘l)el pently, and 1mmediately it fg]} ; and theEl 11['1111'11182}}'

{hat house was great.

CHAPTER V1T,

cist findeth a greater Jaith in the centypion . .
qpidows s?fz_ animcleé' S t;ﬂst?{)ea eth John's messenge,.s‘ *’.??m deail {he
ralid’ 358 :fa eigheth i aﬁ?"’" 0 the people ywhat O@gg ! e decla-
of Johm: 9V 4 J_v g i Etgagnst_tae Jews, who witl neip ;nteion He held
o John 1ot of %us. ouid be won: 36 and sheywe), biri he wmanners
Magdalene, how He 1s a friend to sinners, not 1o o oacasion of Mary

jut to forgive them their sins, wpon their faith and r epeggg::;ethem in sins,

OW when He had ended a]l : )
N o ine f the peape, o et
Pemﬁugl'a certain centurion’

1 10n’s servant

u]?to him, was sick, and ready to :iri?t, Who was dear

3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto Him
the elders of the Jews, beseeching Him that He
would come and heal his servant,

4 And when they came to Jesus, they besought
Him instantly, saying, That he was worthy for
whom He should do this;

49, “He that heareth, and doeth not Surely this is the great
eril of days when there is o much Zearing as in these. If some rest
in pious words, saying, “ Lord, Lord” (46.), how many are there who
rest in the mere hearing of the Gospel, listening to Sermons, and yet
never doing what they hear!

CHAPTER VIL

1—-10, The Centurion’s servant healed.

St, Matt. viii, 5—13.

2. “Who wag dear unto him.” This is worthy of notice as a mark
of unusual kindliness and tenderness in an age When servants wero

really slaves, and treated with much hardness. ‘
“Sick, and ready to die He was “sick of the palsy, grievously

“tormentted” as St. Matthew tells us. . o
3. “The elders of the Jews” The Centurion, who was plainly &

Droselyte or convert to the Jewish religion (See on St Matt xxiii, 15.),
101 these elders to plead for him as agmore respectful way of approac

g Christ than if he had come himself in person. Ho felt himself
Wworthy 9 ask go gieat 5 %gvom, and thought perhaps 1t W%lldtﬁg
mﬂore Yeadily granted to these Jewish elders than to himself & Gen

(Beo7)
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AD.2%. 5 for he loveth our nation, and he hath built s
magogue.
" g} T}tljer% Jesus went with them. And when Ha
was now not far from the house, the centurion sep
friends to Him, saying unto Him, Lord, trouble 1
Thyself: for I am not worthy that Thou shouldegt
enter under my roof': _

7 wherefore neither thought T ‘myself worthy t,
come unto Thee: but say in a word, and my ser-
vant shall be healed.

8 For I also am a man set under authority
sgr.is  having under me soldiers, and I say unto *one, Go,
man and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh;

and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth 2.

9 When Jesus heard these things, He marvelled
at him, and turned Him about, and said unto the
people that followed Him, I say unto you, I have
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

10 And they that were sent, returning to the
house, found the servant whole that had been sick.

11 9 And it came to pass the day after, that He
went into a city called Nain ; and many of His dis-
ciples went with Him, and much people.

4. “Instantly.” That is, very earnestly or pressingly.

5. “He hath built us a synagogue’* Literally our synagogue. He
had given the same proof of his love to the Jewish faith, as some
convert from heathenism to Christianity would, if he built a church
at his own expence,

8, “Sent friends.” Again St. Luke is more minute than St. Matthew,
who only says, “The centurion answered and said.” We here learn
that this answer was sent by others, doubtless for the same reason which
induced him to send the “elders” at first, namely that given by himself
in his message by these friends, |

7. “_W}lerefore neither thought I &e. This gives the clue to the
centurion’s conduct in sending, instead of coming, to our Lord, His
humility is as remarkable ag his faith,

10. *They that were sent,” &c. These took hack with them the
comforting message, “ As thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee”;

and doubtless as these words were s '

. poken, it was done. He who
commanded the winds and the sea, saying, “ Pea i1l,” command
the palsy to depart, and the sick et o5, b gl ol

! ness fo be no more, “He spake; and
“1t was done” (Ps. xxxiii, 9.) REES

1117, The raising of the widow of Nain’s son.

11, “Wain ;
Oapemafxrxil.n' A small town of Galilee on a hill-side not far from
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ow when He came nioh to iha -
.12 gh()ld, ﬂlere was a dea dg man tlle gate Of the A.D. o8,

carrie
dtys on of his mother, and she wasg d out, the

' . X A \Yi . :
(;11111115 1 people of the city was with her. dow : and

o And when the Lord saw her
Gi(}j Oﬁ her, and said unto her, \Ve’egI Eokad ke
¥4 And H_e came anc} touched the “bier : and thev zor
{pat bare him stood still. And he gqig Young mag A
I say unto thee, * Avise. ’ "ach.8 54,
15 And he that was dead

Sﬂt -u.p and b ' John 11. 43,
] s . ' eo'a Acts 9. 40,
qpeak. And He delivered him to hisg motherg n to Acted 4.
’//_

.« Carried out.” The Jewish burial- rer , .
o gates of their cities and villager, Chtist had Poner over demtt oo
o1l its Stagesl(See on ?t}.l}\flatt. ;f:. 25.). m

«The only son ol his mother, and she was a wi 32 -
ing picture presented in a few simple words. Archglis(}ilg; .'I‘r;:c;tlo 1:‘%1}1
oints out the bitterness of the mourning for an only son had passed
into & proverb ; thus, “ Make thee mourning as for an only qonpmost-
a bitter Jamentation” (Jer. vi, 26.): “The -

. y shall m for Kt :
«mourneth for his only son” (Zech. xii. 1 ourn for him, as one

: > xil. 10): “T will make it as the
«mourning of an only son” (Amos viii. 10.). Doubtless this widow was

well known, and her aﬂiicti.on- excited great sympathy, for a large
pumber of persons accompanied the funeral. Thus there were roany
witnesses to our Lord’s great miracle.

13. “Weep not.” Possibly when Christ spoke these words, they
may have seemed to the poor mourner simply kindly words of compas-
sion, yet it is probable that she was already a believer in Him, even if
she bad not such strength of faith as to believe in Him as “the
“ Resurrection and the Life” (St. John xi. 25.). But He spake the
“Weep not,” who had power to wipe away all tears, and surely that
voice must have carried to the stricken mother’s heart deep comfort,
even before she knew how much was meant by the words.

14. “ He came and touched the bier.””> As a sign to the bearers
to stand still. The dead were not enclosed in coffins, as with us, but
carried on a bier covered with a sheet or pall. Doubtless there was
something in our Lord’s manner which impressed the bearers so that
they stood still when He laid His Hand on the bier.

“Young man,” &c. Mark the authority with which our Lord com-
mands the dead to arise. So to Jairus’ daughter, “Ma}d, arise” (Vill. 54.),
and to Lazarus, © Lazarus, come. forth” (St. John xi. 43.). It is very
ifferent with those who in the Old Testament were permitted to raise
the dead, and who did so not without strong wrestlings for heavenly aid
(See 1 Kings xvii. 20, 21. 2 Kings iv. 33, 34.). o

15. “He delivered him to his mother.” ‘Ia,y we not in this see
& dim fqresha,dowing of the great Resurrectipn in which the san[iie ]t)l;ﬂ;]l‘cl}g

ord will deliver to each other those of His redeemed whom dea o
%&‘fr‘teq here below, uniting them for ever in His .hea‘irenily tkfé%ogg; i
o :jh}s young man we know nothing, except the (}Sﬁﬁgglfcre ol fo
lite 18 miracle ; but can we doubt that one SO W \ ;

v

Would dedicate the life thus given back 0 him to Him who gave ith
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: 11: and th
A.p.28. 16 P And there came a fear on a | they o1,
rified God, saying, ¢ That a great prophet is rlsengl?

b ch, 1. G5, bRy .

gk 18, e d ath visited Hig po
o1 among us; and, @ That God h t fort] 118 People,
& 6. 14, 17 And this rumour of Him went forth tlI‘OUghOut

& 9. 17, >
aen. 1.6  gll Judeea, and throughout all the region round aboug,

18 ¢ And the disciples of John shewed him

11 these things. ' o
’ 19 And J o]fn calling wunto hem two of his dlSCipleg

sent them to Jesus, saying, Art Thou He that shoylq
come? or look we for another? _
20 When the men were come unto Him, they saiq
John Baptist hath sent us unto Thee, saying, A
Thou He that should come? or look we for another?
21 And in that same hour He cured many of
their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits,
and unto many ¢hat were blind He gave sight.
22 Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your
way, and tell John what things ye have seen and
eJui 35.5. heard; ¢how that the blind see, the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
tch.4.18  raised, fto the poor the gospel is preached.
23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be
offended in Me.

24 9 And when the messengers of John were
departed, He began to speak unto the people con-
cerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness
for to see? A reed shaken with the wind ?

25 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed
in soft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously
apparelled, and live delicately, are in kingg’ courts.

18, “That God hath visited His people.”” We are not to suppose
that the people in saying this meant to speak of Christ as “God.” Though
their words would bear a most true and literal sense, yet they had no
such insight into His real nature, and simply intended fo express their
belief that they had seen a wonderful display of Glod’s power, which
made them suppose that He, in whom it was displayed, was a “greab
“ prophet,” like Elijah or Elisha.

18—23. St, John the Baptist’s Question,
St, Matt, xi, 2—.
2435, Discourse concerning St. John the Baptist.
St. Matt, xi. 7—19,

Thzst. ) i:hﬁ which are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately:
at s, ey which are splendidly dressed, and fare daintily,’ cuch

”
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But what went ye out for tg ses? A

2 I say unto you, and much prophet? A.D.28.

t more than g

e Y .

Prg%)h']fhi g is he, of whom it ig wyitt
d My messenger before Thy fq

Biepa‘re Thy way before Thee. Mal. 3.1

1928 For I say unto you, Among those that .ai“e

., of women there is not a preate
gg:ill;l the Baptist: but he ’r,-hai;gz € prophet than

1s least i o
qom of God is greater than he, cast in the king-

99 And ;a.dl the people tha‘g heard Him, and th
publicans, justified God, 8being baptized with the s watt.s.5.
baptism of John_ . ¢h, 3,12,

30 But the Pharisees and lawyers 2 rejected b the®or

counsel of God ®against themselves, being not bap- & Act, 2021,

en, Behold, T
ce, which shall

tized Of him. . 8 Or, within
31 And the IJOI'd S&ld, Whereunto then Shan I themselves,

4 the rich man who was “clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared
« sumptuously every day” (xvi. 19.),

29. “ And all the people” &c. This and the next verse are not in
§t, Matthew, who gives some verses not recorded here, They appear
to be a parenthesis (that is, something put into the main sentence, but
pot a part of it,) by St, Luke, the Evangelist breaking the thread of our
Lord’s discourse in order to state for his Gentile readers the effect of
Christ’s words, and the manner in which St, John the Baptist had been
received by the Jews,

«All the people” &ec. That is, All the common people who heard
Him (Cbrist), and especially the publicans,—as opposed to the Pharisees
and lawyers of the next verse. ‘

“ Justified Grod.” That is, acknowledged God’s justice and goodness,
praising Him for the sending of the Fore-runner, with whose baptism
they had been baptized. .

80. “ Rejected the counsel of God” &c. The word “against” in
this verse should probably be ‘towards” These self-righteous men, as
a body, refused God’s gracious counsel”’—or purpose—towards them,
which was, that they should be brought to repentance, for they had
refused the baptism of the Fore-runner. That some of this class were
baptized we may gather from St. Matt, iii. 7. The words “rejected the

“ counsel of God” are opposed to « justified God.”

——————

2, 30. “ And all the veople” Many | are not found in the oldest copies, and
ablq Commentators, afdope%pefically thg ought probably to be omitted. lsttﬂ}:a(];n
apelent ones, take these verses to be part | the whole it seems moro natuﬁa o take
% owr Yord’s digeourse, in which case | the view given above that t es;g trversea
g feours;e the words, “ Thhat heard him.” | are a Parenthems by the Evangelist, 3
Clogy.” 3 John “the Baptist, not fo| 80. *Apainst thenacpes,, T Yorcs

% This view g wi may be taken el :
,;ig 0 which oyr ?ngﬁ(eis &f&;‘&g It.ﬂg a'bt)%, “ towards themselves,’ o, ﬁstshonlf
Yorgy 0,0 verse 31, for the opening | eminent commentators upderstand then,
S of that verse, “ And the Lord said,” |  to their own condemnation.
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A.D. 2. liken the men of this generation? and to whyy
they like? _ .

32 They are like unto children sitting iy, the
marketplace, and calling one to another, and say;)
We have piped unto you, and ye have not, danced
we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept, ’
iMatt. 3.4, 33 Tor iJohn the Baptist came neither eating
115" bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hat), B

devil.

84 The Son of man is come eating and drinkiye.
and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a wine.
bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!

35 But wisdom is justified of all her children,

kMak 143 36 9 *And one of the Pharisees desired Him thay

ST He would eat with him. And he went into the
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat.

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a

arg

31. “ The men of this generation.”” Not all the Jews, but those
who, like the Pharisees and lawyers, “rejected the counsel of God”
towards them by rejecting both the stern Baptist and the gentle Christ,

36—50, The Anointing by the penitent woman.

Compare the anointing by Mary of Bethany, St. Matt, xxvi. 6—13,
- St. John xii, 1—7,

36. “One of the Pharisees.” Simon by name (40.). Tt is remark-
able that this Pharisee’s name was the same as that of the host in the
case of the other anointing above referred to. But Simon was a very com-
mon Jewish name, and in almost all other particulars the two events are
quite unlike one another. The whole of this part of St. Luke’s Gospel
being concerned with Galilee, it is probable that this event took place
in some town or village in Galilee. '

“ And He went” &c. Thus fulfilling what He Himself said, “The
“Son of Man is come eating and drinking” (34.), but at the same time
showing by the use He made of the occasion how He carried with Him
a blessing wherever He went, sanctifying daily life by His holy presence
and His life-giving words,

37. “ A woman in the city, which was a sinner.” Plaiuly she was
publicly known as a sinner. We have here an instance of the truth
of our Lord’s words when He says that the “publicans and harlots”
went into the kingdom of God before the self-righteous Pharisees. We
have seen how He received one of the former of these two classes in the
case of St. Matthew (v. 27—32.): we here see how He receives one ©
the latter, Tt has been a common idea that this woman was Mary
Magdalene, but (although adopted in the modern heading to the
chapter,) there is nothing at all to support such an idea. Still on the

other hand we cannct pronounce it absolutely impossible that it is tru
(See on viii, 2.),
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. ner, Wh@j[); she knew that Jesus
fhe Pharisee’s house, brought g aig
iptment,
01%8 and stood at His fee
ne, and began tq wash Ij
qid wipe them with the h
issed His feet, and anointeq
ment. Now when the Ph

39 Now he arisee which 1, '

_ ; e ad bidde
Man, if He were a prophet, would have knovs’rn wh o
ond what manner Qf woman this ¢s that touch tlo

Him : for she 18 a sinner, o

40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon,

have somewhat to say unto thee, And he e
Master, say on, e saith, |

———

at at meat in A.D.28,
abaster box of

« An alabaster box.” So it was in the oth b e
Bethany (8t, Matt, xxvi, 7.). er anointing by Mary of

88, “8tood at His feet’” &e. This is explained by the Jewish mode
of reclining on couches at meals (See on St. John xii, 23.). 'This poor
woman’s ‘penitence must have been very deep and real, for it could be
no passing emotion which® would dare so much to win the Saviour’s
pardon, ”She must have forced her way into the Pharisee’s house,
perhaps in spite of the servants’ opposition ; she must have braved the
scorn with which she knew the master of the house would regard her;
she must have nerved herself fo face the publicity of such an act as hers,
and the wonder of the guests :—but she doubtless forgot all when she
beheld Him for whom she yearned, and had no thought except to win
from Him some tokén of acceptance, - . _

“With tears.” The tears of a broken-hearted penitent, of which
there is no mention—as there was no neegi-———in’ the case of the loving
faithful Mary of Bethany.x The wiping with her hair does not appear
to have been intendedtas an act of homage or devotion, Her hair
was probably hanging looss, which'was a Jewish token of mourning,
and as she embraced our Lord’s Feet;*and her tears fell on th}e;m, ho
in tender care wiped them with her hair, m;hlch hung around them, as
would naturally suggest itself at the moment.

39, Thig Mﬁn, :?nge were & prophet:,” &e. S?Oget};‘,ou%thﬁw l}:
had full proof of the falsity of our Lord’s clauntto oo I})xe %id b it
ever enfered his head that Christ could know better

8 woman’s life had been, and yet not scorn and repel her. Nor had

. . 1
¢ any idea of the nature of the conversion which had now so utterly

“tanged that woman’s heart and character. that is, the Pharisee’

40. “Jesug answering said? Answering b
: i 1§ angwer
"Unspoken thoughts, Th% tenderness and the wisdom of t

to the Phari ki 1.
in“ as'ﬁerisgiﬁ rfn?’?rysig:)f;%:eaks with due rfSPf:tﬂiz?;eﬁﬁ all yovea
8 the thought, which he fancied was known oniy ¥0 2
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was a certain creditor which haq two

A.D.28. 41 There hundred #pence, an( the

ssoanate. debtors : the one owed five

18, 28, fifty. i
Other 1 a d nothlﬂg to pay, he frankly

42 And when they h _
forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of

them will Tove him most ?
43 Simon answered and
whom he forgave most.

Thou hast rightly judged. .
44 And Ho turned to the woman, and said untq

Simon, Seest thou this woman ? I entered into thing

——

said, I suppose that 7e, 1,
And He said unto him

The Parable of the Two Debtors.

41, %A certain creditor.”” This, of course, is God; answering to
the King in the parable of the Unmerciful Servant, which may be

compared with this (See on St. Matt. xviil, 23—35.).
«Jive hundred pence”—“fifty.” We must observe here that these

two sums are given to represent—not the actual amount of our debt to
God, which is better represented by the ten thousand talents (St. Matt,
xviii, 24.), but—the amount we are ourselves conscious of—that which
wo feel we owe. 'The right understanding of the whole parable depends
upon our keeping this in view, Of course the poor penitent sinner is
represented by the debtor who owed five hundred pence, and the
Phdrisee by the one who owed-fifty. The one knew she had much to
be forgiven : the other thought he had little.

42. “When they had nothing to pay.”” That is, when they found

and felt they had nothing to offer in payment,.
“ He frankly forgave,” That is, freely and fully forgave, as Jesus

did, when he said, “ Thy sins are forgiven” (48).

43. “He to whom he forgave most.” Simon is answering in
respect to human things,—to earthly debtors and money debts, 7There
the amount of the favour shown in forgiving the debt is plain and clear,
and according to the amount forgiven is the claim on our gratitude.
But in spiritual matters it is different. In these we measure the favour
shown us, and so the claim upon our love and gratitude,—not by the
amount forgiven, for that we cannot see, but—by the amount we fancy
has been forgiven. Thus, in other words, it is not he who is actually
forgiven most who loves most, but he who has the deepest sense of sin,
and so of the mercy shown him, Often one who has sinned less has the
deeper sense of sin, and therefore the more lively gratitude for pardon.

44. “He turned to the woman,” This seems to be the first notico
our Lord had taken of her ; and how must her broken and contrite heart
haye thrilled with hope as she heard Him recount one by one, ak
evidently Wlth_approva,l, her various acts of reverent affection. Having
drawn from Simon the answer He desired, our Lord now goes on %
apply it to the case before Him. He reasons thus with him :— You
‘Sn?gszha_t he who is forgiven most loves most, Well, then he who loves
K g;:fstﬁ?os'ﬁ proof that he has been forgiven, Now compare yoU*
most proof tﬁstwoman 8, and judge for yourself which of you two giv®?

8% you have found pardon and acceptance with God.’
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