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TITLE.
SAINT LUKE, O f  St. Luke's history, except for the 

which he was the companion of St. P a u l ' lscarcely anything is know 
He was apparently of Gentile birth, for St. Paul in the 
the Colossians distinguishes between those who were "of 
"cision" (Col. iv. 11.) and those not, and places St. Luke 
latter, calling him "Luke, the beloved physician" (Col. iv. 
which we learn what had been his former calling. He  was 
panion of St. Paul in his second 'missionary journey, from' Troas 
xvi. 10.) as far as Philippi (Acts xvi. 12-17.). We can see 
where St. Luke forrned one of St. Paul's 'party by his use of 
instead of "they" or "lie," i n g  the travels. 
of the Gentiles found St. Luke again at Philippi when, 
years afterwards, he was returning from his third. 
(Acts xx. 5, 6.), and they remained together ti l l  they 
salem (Acts xxi. 17.). Afterwards St. Luke joined. St. 
he was sent as a prisoner to Rome, and shared in all 
of his voyage (Acts xxvii. 1—xxviii. 16.). H e  remained. 
friend in his imprisonment, as we learn from a passage 
(Col. iv. 14.), and was again with him some years afterwards 
last imprisonment, shortly before his death, when he alone 
have dared to remain. On  this occasion St. Paul 
together with his brother Evangelist St. Mark (2 Tim. iv. 11.). I t
is probable that St. Luke is meant by "the brother whose 
"in the Gospel throughout all the churches" (2 Cor. viii. 
that St. Paul calls him "true yoke-fellow" (Phil. iv. 3.). 
see that St. Luke was the close friend, and very 
of St. 

As St. Paul is the great Apostle of the Gentiles, so is St. Luke 
Evangelist of the Gentiles. H e  was not an eye-witness of 
relates, but gathered up, and arranged in order, the records 
who were. I t  is frequently said that, as St. Mark's Gospel 
to St. Peter (See on Title "St. Mark"), so St. Luke's to 
This may probably be true, although St. Paul was no more 
witness than St. Luke, and both must have gathered 



ST. LUKE.----
of our Lord's life on earth from other sources. I t  is remarkable that
St. Luke relates the institution of the Sacrament of the 
almost in the same words as St. Paul, and the latter declares that he
received his account direct from Christ (1 Cor. 

It is venerally believed that St. Luke's Gospel was written after those of
st.t-Mattliew and St. Mark; and as there is nothing in his Gospel to
show that be had seen them, i t  is probable that i t  was written very
shortly after. I t  was certainly written before the Acts of 
in the first verse of which i t  is referred to ; and as that 
the history of St. Paul only to the end of his two years' 
iii Rome,—that is, probably to the year 63 A.D.—we may fairly infer
that the Gospel was written before that year. I t  appears not unlikely
that St. Luke may have written his Gospel between the time when

t. Paul left him at Philippi on his second missionary journey 
A.D. M.), and the time when he rejoined him at the same place in
returning from his th i rd missionary journey (probably A .D .  58.).
There is nothing to lead us to suppose that St. Luke remained at
Philippi during this long interval, though he possibly made i t  his
chief place of abode; and be may not improbably have been in the
Holy Land during that time gathering the materials for 

The Gospel of St. Luke is the most complete of all, as we 
from his express purpose of setting forth his history " i n  
and he gives the fullest account both of the Birth of our 
also of His 

St. Luke wrote his Gospel 
This Gospel, though doubtless intended principally for -

tins, seems less exclusively so than St. Mark's, Hebrew 
not being explained as in that Gospel; -which may be 
accounted for by the fact that at Philippi, as well as in 
Towns of Northern Greece, there were many Jews, so 
words and customs would be readily 

St. Luke is said by ancient Church historians to have laboured 
for many years, and to have died a 

In the emblems of the four Evangelists (Rev. iv. 7.) St. Luke 
to be represented by the Ox, or Calf, as setting forth 
ment through sacrifice. Our  Lord appears in this Gospel as 
High Priest, winning, by Ms great sacrifice, mercy and pardon for
sinner

The Collect for St. Luke the Evangelist's Day.
ALMIGHTY God, who calledst Luke the Physician,

Whose praise is in the Gospel, to be an 
Physician of the soul; May it please Thee, that, by the
Wholesome medicines of the doctrine delivered by him,
all the diseases a  our souls may be healed; through
the merits of  Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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CHAPTER I .
1 The preface o f  Luke _to his whole gospel. 5  The  conception of  John 

concerning Christ. 5 7  The nativi t  a n d  circumcision o f  Mtn .  6 7
prophecy o f  Zacharias, both o f  Christ, 76  and of  John.

UORASMUCH as many have taken in 
set forth in order a declaration of 

which are most surely believed 
2 a even as they delivered them unto 

b from the beginning were eyewitnesses, 
ters of 

3 C it seemed good to me also, having 
understanding of all things from the very 
write unto thee d in order, e most 
philus

CHAPTER I .
1-4.  Introduction.

1. "  Many." This does not refer to the Gospels of St. 
St. Mark, although these were probably already in existence, 
to a variety of imperfect accounts of our Lord's words and. 
down from the lips of those who had been "eye-witnesses 
"o f  the word," but not yet gathered into a sufficiently 
orderly history. I t  seems probable that St. Luke had not seen 
thew's or St. 

2. "Which  from the beginning" &c. T h i s  refers to 
to "us," and would be more clear i f  placed immediately 
"they," thus e v e n  as they, which from the beginning 
witnesses and ministers of the word delivered them unto us: The

"eye-witnesses" were the Apostles, and others who had 
Lord, a privilege St. Luke did 

3. "Having had perfect understanding." T h i s  would 
exactly translated, having carefully traced out.' T h i s  
St. Luke did by enquiring from various eye-witnesses, 
he has, under the guidance of the Spirit of truth, cast into 
histor

" I n  order." This gives St. Luke's design-that, namely, 
plying a full and orderly history of our Lord. •

"  Theoplifiu.s." There is no doubt that this was a 
the name means Beloved of God,' and. has by some been 
a general address to all Christian readers. The  word translated 
"excellent" is the same which St. Paul uses in addressing 
governors Felix and Festus, where i t  is translated "most 
from its use here we may probably gather that Theophilus was 
of some rank and importance, though it should be noticed that 
omits the word in his °Deana of the Acts of the Apostles. Of 
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ST. LUKE, I .
4 f that thou mightest know the certainty of those t. John 

thil. N •  - 1 N -herein thou hast been instructed.-'
days o f  Herod, the Tho 5 iii- WHERE was g ill the

cuniw i f e  dat 
I  k i ng  o f  Judt-ea, a  certain priest narn 1 

It of the course o f  Abia : and his
D,Tniiii ,ae ,  

)f the daughters of Aaron, and her name was g -vs t
iy.,c1.!:., Lillisabeth. .

0 And they were both 1 righteous before God, IN h.I2.  
in. al l  the commandments and ordinances' 2̀;',.. walk

1 Kin. of the t-Lorcl 
2 Kin. And they had no child, because that Elisabeth r

i  ,  A c t s  23. 1.qwas brren, and they both were 2102V well stricken 4v- 
c P h i l .  in 

kill Chron. s And it came to pass, that while he 
priest's office before God k in the order of his course, 

aough addressed to one particular person, St. Luke meant hisltlgospel for the Chtirch at large. I n  these days books, meant for all,
are frequently dedicated to some 

4, "Instructed." Literally, catechized' or instructed orally
is, by word of mouth, Theophilus was evidently a convert 
tianity, and had been orally taught the truths of his adopted faith.
The Evangelist would provide for him, and for all such, 
record to perpetuate, and secure from error, the oral teaching. 
one great object of the Holy Spirit in the fourfold 

5-25. Announcement of the birth of St. John the
Baptist

5. "Herod." This was Herod the Great (See on St. Matt. 
"Of the course of Abia." T h e  descendants of Aaron in 

of King David consisted of twenty-four families, and by 
order (1 Chrone xxiv.) these families provided for the 
in turn, each undertaking them for a week, After the 
four of these families returned (Ezra ii. 36-39.), but these 
divided lip into twenty-four, with the original names, so 
courses remained 

"Of the daughters of Aaron." The priestly families 
selves very distinct, and did not intermarry much with others. This
8t. John the Baptist was, both by father and by mother, of 
lace; and this was the only nobility among 

0. " Commandments and ordinances." These have 
Stood cod to mean the moral and ceremonial commands of the Law. "Wien

spoken of as "righteous" and "blameless," we must 
standit as meaning 'perfect,' but as having attained to a

Ffa: human nature can by God's grace 
"  Well  stricken." That is, far advanced,' 1 1 1  
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Sr. LUKE, L
9 according to the custom o f  the 

his lo t  was t o  burn incense when he went into
the temple of the Lord.

10 m And the whole multitude of the 
praying without at the time 

11 And there appeared unto him an angel 
Lord standing on the right side of n the altar of
incens

12 And when Zacharias saw him, ° he 
bled, and fear fell upon him.

13 But  the angel said unto him, Fear 
charias: f o r  thy  prayer is heard; and thy wife
Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and P thou shalt call
his name 

14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and
q many shall rejoice at his birth.

15 For  he shall be great i n  the sight o f  the

9. "His lot was" &c. There being several priests of 
or course, the burning of incense, which was the most honourable of
the priestly duties, was assigned to one of the number by lot. T h e
incense was burnt morning and evening (Ex. xxx. 7, 8.), and was an
emblem of prayer going up as a sweet savour before God 
Rev. viii. 

10. " T h e  whole multitude." I t  i s  supposed f rom th is  that  the
day was the sabbath, or some 

11. " O n  t h e  r i g h t  s ide  o f  t h e  a l ta r. "  T h e  al tar  o f  incense
stood inside the Holy Place, which none but the priests 
mitted to enter. Beyond this again was the Holy of Holies, into
which no one went except the High-priest once a year on 
Day of Atonement (See Heb. iii. 2-4.). T h e  Table of 
and the Golden Candlestick stood one on each side of the 
incen

13. "Thy prayer is heard." Zacharias had therefore 
a child. Possibly, being now old, be may have ceased to 
prayer, thinking it was God's will not to grant it. But  God 
us our heart's desire, when we least expect i t ;  and 
seemed in vain, may find their answer at last. Thus 
"always to pray, and not to 

"John." This name means The Lord is gracious,' and 
hardly believe that God would have 5p301a11y revealed the 
its meaning were intended to convey some truth 

14. "Many shall rejoice at his birth." Th is  need not 
to the "neighbours" and "cousins" who rejoiced at his birth 
may also be spoken of the many who should have cause for joy 
birth, being brought to repentance and salvation through him. The
Church keeps the Feast of the Birth of St. John the Baptist, 
Saints-days being kept on the supposed days of the death of 
commemo



ST. LURE,  T.

s t r o n glla_1 k f i  n e i t h e r  t th
5

even from his mother's Womb. H o l y  
a Jer. 1.  

6 And  many o f  the Children o f  Israel shall he 1 . 1 4turn to the Lord their God.
17 t  And h e  sha l l  go before H i m  i n  the spirit t Matt- 

. d power o f  Elias, t o  t u r n  the  hearts o f  the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient 2 to 2 
the wisdom o f  the j u s t ;  t o  make ready 

Mal. 
repared for the Lord.

hP-18 And Zacharias said unto the angel, "Whereby u Gen. 
shall I  know this? f o r  I  am an old man, and my
wife well stricken in years.

15. "  Shall drink " &c. Th is  was a vow taken by 
a society of men who dedicated themselves to God's service, andl—
a very strict life (See Num. vi. 2-5.).

"Filled with the Holy Ghost." W e  may comparei this 
St. Paul's words, "Be not drunk with wine, wherein s  excess; 
"filled with the Spirit" (Eph, 

"Even from his mother's womb." S o  do we believe 
bestows the Holy Spirit upon little children brought to Him 
tism, to be their Guide and Sanctifier from the 

17. "Before Him." Literally this must mean "the Lord 
spoken of in the verse before. But ,  as i t  is certainly said 
before whom St. John the Baptist went as Forerunner, we see that
St. Luke speaks of Christ as the 

"In the spirit and power of Elias." St. John the 
the prophet Elijah both in his spirit of self-denying severity and 
power with which he roused the people to repentance (See on 
xi. 

"To turn the hearts" &c. I n  the prophet Malachi the 
"He shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and 
"of the children to their fathers": that is, he shall draw together in
bonds of loving unity those whom sin and selfishness 

The Angel however alters the second part of the sentence, 
what is required to understand the prophet aright, namely, that this
drawing of father to child and child to father is in reality 
of the wicked to the good. Some have seen in the fact that 
only speaks of the turning of the "fathers to the children" a 
that those under the old covenant—" the fathers"—should be 
those under the new—" the children"; or, in other words, that 
the Baptist should be the link between the Law and the Gospel. _

"The Lord." T h a t  is, our blessed Saviour, whom the 
Gabriel acknowledges as Lord.'
he18. "Whereby shall I  know this P" I t  is said of h l a ,  

was promised a son in his old age, that, "being not weak in n, fai th,". . '

e staggered not at the promise of God 
19, 20.). Zacharias was weak in faith, and so staggered at 
and questioned. The  Virgin Mary also questioned as to 
(34.), bIlt doubted not as to 
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S .  LUKE, I .
19 And the angel answering said unto him, 

Y Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and
am sent to speak unto thee, and to show 
glad 

20 And, behold, z thou shalt be dumb, and not
able to speak, until the day that these 
be performed, because thou believest not 
which shall be fulfilled in 

21 And  the people waited for  Zacharias, and
marvelled that he tarried so long in 

22 And when he came out, he could 
unto them: and they perceived that he 
a vision in the temple: for he beckoned 
and remained 

23 And i t  came to pass, that, as soon as 
days of his ministration were accomplished, 
parted to his 

24 And after those days his wife 
ceived, and hid herself five 

19. " I  am Gabriel," &c. This is said to show Zacharias the sin
and folly of his doubts. Gabriel was the Angel sent to 
the time of the coming of the Messiah (Dan. viii. 16. 

" T h a t  s tand"  . . .  " a n d  a m  sent."  T h u s  does t h e  heavenly
Messenger declare the twofold occupation of angelic beings. 
time they are rapt in  blissful adoration; a t  another speeding on
messages of mercy. T h e  Seraphim, which Isaiah saw, had 
"six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain 
"his feet"—this was blessed adoration—, "and with twain he did f l y " .
this was active 

20. " T h o u  shalt be dumb," &c. W e  find (See 62.) 
was struck deaf as well as dumb. The  voice of the Law is 
the first notes of the voice of the Gospel 

"Because thou believest not" &c. Zacharias was struck dumb partly
as a punishment for his doubts, but partly also to prove to him 
of the Angel's words. Thus does God frequently unite 
and 

21. "The people waited." I t  is doubtful whether i t  was 
of the same priest who burnt incense to come forth and 
blessing, for which i t  has been supposed the people were waiting. I t
is quite sufficient to know that the priest came forth from the 
after fulfilling his office, and that Zacharias remained much 
the veil than was usual (See 

22. " T h e y  perceived that  he  had  seen a  vision," B y  the signs
he made, and his unusual manner 

23. "As soon as the days" &e. Thus Zacharias, though 
dumb, still continued to fulfil his priestly duties for the remainder 
week (See 

24. "  Hid 13,ersof.” Possibly giving herself to much prayer mid



ST. LUKE, T.
25 Thus hath the Lord dealt with me i n  the

di t  NTS .wherein He looked on 212e, to b 
ie-E.'roach among men. a y  my

2, dir And in  the sixth month the 
ora s sent from God unto a  city of Galilee namedN 2 a r artoe

virgrnc espoused to a man 
,as Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin'sro le wag Mary.
1128 And the angel cape i n  unto her, and said,
a flail, thou that ar t  2high1y favoured, e the 
with thee : blessed art thou 

29 And when she saw him, f she was troubled at
his sayilag, and c a t  in  her mind what manner of
salutation this 

30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary:
for thou hast found favour 

31 g And, behold, thou shalt conceive in 
and bring forth a Son, and b shalt call 
JESUS

32 He shall be great, and shall be called. 

b Gen. 
isai. 
& 34. 1, 4.

The sixth
year bt.fore
the cot in i )c
date 

A i m °
Domini  1.

e i l .  .  4Matt .  c

d Dan. 
& 10. 

2 Or,
(gracionoly

re ,e o 
graced:
See ver. 

e Juclg. 
f ver. 

g Isai. 
Matt. 1. 2L
eh. 

Mark 5. 7,

• • • • • • • • • • •

meditation, as one singled out by God for a special blessing. This
seems almost implied in  the next verse, as though 
dealing of God with her were the reason for her 

25. "My reproach." That is, the reproach of 
regarded as an affliction by 

26-38 .  T h e  Annunciation.
26. " In the sixth month." That is, after the event 

namely the conception of  Elisabeth. The twenty-fifth of March is
observed by the Church as the day of the 

"Nazareth." A  poor and despised town in Galilee, itself 
district (See on St. Matt. 

.28. "The angel came in." The  Virgin Mary was then 
ppvate chamber, and possibly, as she is commonly represented in
pictures of the Annunciation, engaged 

"Highly favoured." The only other place where the iword which is thus translated is used is in  Eph. i. 6, where t  .
translated "accepted." The reading in the margin here 
"accepted"—expresses the 29, Troubled." Not with doubts or unbelief, but 
at the honour bestowed on her, and with' wonder as to its a s

to the meaning of the heavenly 
30. "Pear not, Mary." See how another Mary was 

the speaking of her name (St. John 82' "Shall be called." This expression seems in 
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'98:"".7. o f  the Highest : and k the Lord God shall e
Ps. 1:32. 11.; 7 H im  the throne of His 

3:3 and  Tie shall. reign over the house 
Jor. 23. 5.RON% 3.7. f o r  ever; and of 1 fis kingdom there shall be 

I Dan. 2. 4 t 34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this
(AM:i121:7. be, seeing I  know not 
John 12. 34. 3 5  And the angel answered and said unto her,

The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and theu Mat .  14. 33.
power of the Highest shall overshadow IVIark 1. 1.

J o h  3 1n 1. 34. fore also that holy Thing which shall be born of
st 20. .Acts 8. 37• thee shall be called "the Son 
Rom. Con. 18. 14. 3 6  And, behold, thy  cousin E l i s a b e t h  t h, she ha
Jot. 32. 17.Zech. 8. 6. also conceived a son in her old age: and this is
inVogi. the sixth month with her, who was 
ch. 18. 27.Rom. 4. 21. a i  For °with God nothing shall be 

to imply more than the mere words express (See on St. Matt. v. 
compare 35 and 36.). The  Angel declares that the Child shall 
shall be acknowledged to be, the Son of the Most High God (See viii.
28. where the devils thus acknowledge Him.).

32. " T h e  throne o f  His  father D a v i d : "  etc. T h e  Angel i s  here
referring to the great prophecy of the Birth of Christ by Isaiah 
7.), where we read, "Of the increase of His government and 
"shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
"order it, and to establish i t  with judgment and with justice from
"henceforth even for ever." The kingdom of Christ was to be set 
among the Jews, and though as a nation they have rebelled 
true King, yet His kingdom is for ever, for i t  is "not of 
and into it the nations are gathered, "until the fulness of 
"be come in." And then "all Israel shall be saved" (Rom. xi. 
From the words "His father David," we may be sure that the Virgin
Mary was "of the house of David," as well 

34. " H o w  shall this be."  N o t  spoken i n  doubt, b u t  i n  wonder
(See on 

35. " T h e  H o l y  Ghost shal l  come upon thee," &a. T h i s  is  the
answer to the question of the verse before, and declares the 
which a virgin should conceive and bear a Child (See on St. Matt. 
The Church has always embodied in her creeds the truth that the
ever-blessed Son of God was "conceived by the Holy Ghost." A n d
thus we plead with Him in  our beautiful Litany, saying, 
"mystery of Thy holy Incarnation." When Christ was pleased 
to Himself our nature that He might become Man and suffer 
for us, He entered- not that nature as others do. H e  entered it by a
miracle and 

36. "Behold ,  thy cousin Elisabeth," eze. T h u s  a sign, 
asked, is given to the blessed Virgin. She was probably not aware of
all that had happened to her kinswoman Elizabeth, and the Angel
informs her of this to confirm her own faith in the blessing bestowed 



ST. LUKE,  I .
ss And Mary  said, Behold the handmaid o f  the

Lord. b e  i t  unto me according to thy word. A n d
the angel departed from her.

39 If And Mary arose in  those days, and went into
the hill country with haste, P into a city of Juda P  

,  40 and entered into the house of Zacharias, and 
saluted Elisabeth.

41 A n d  i t  came t o  pass, that, when Elisabeth.
-heard the salutation o f  Mary,  the babe leaped i n
her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with 
Ghost

42 and she spice out wi th a  loud voice, 
ver. q Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the

Judg. 5.24.Fruit of thy womb.
43 And whence i s  this to me, that the mother of

my Lord should come 

38, " B e h o l d  t h e  handmaid o f  the  L o r d . "  These are words of
lowly and entire submission to the wi l l  of God. The holy Virgin
receives the most exalted of blessings in no other way than 
have received the bitterest of afflictions; because her one thought is
to cast herself into God's Hands as the passive instrument of His will.
A very great blessing is received by a humble Christian almost with
as great fear and awe as a very great woe. The  first thought, 
comes, should be, May it be to His glory whose will has 

39-56.  The  visit of  the Virgin Mary to Elizabeth.
39. "A city of Judo." Hebron, which was one of the cities 

"mountains" allotted to the tribe of Judah (Josh. xv. 48 and 54.), is
by an old tradition said to be the city here spoken of as the home of
Zacharias and Elizabeth. Th i s  region was about a  hundred miles
distant from Nazareth. T h e  visit of Mary to Elizabeth 
for the sake of taking "sweet counsel together" concerning 
revelations made 

41. "The babe leaped" Ste. Thus the Forerunner, 
acknowledged the presence of his yet unborn Lord. A n d  God at the
same time filled Elizabeth with the Holy Ghost, inspiring her 
understand aright the movement of the child in her womb and 
her highly-favoured kinswoman in the words 

42. "Blessed art thou" .gze. Mary had pot fold Elizabeth 
wonderful event which had happened to her. Elizabeth knew it by
the power of the Holy Ghost, which became the Spirit 
within 

"The Fruit of thy womb." That is, "that holy Thing 
" be born of thee" (35), the everblessed Son of though "very
and y e t  eternal God," t  "took man's nature in the womb of 
Virgin of her substance," and thus was very God, and very Man

(See Art ii.).43. "Whence is this to me," &a. Elizabeth, though the older 
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44 For, lo, as soon as the voice o f  

sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in 
for joy.

Or, *which 4 5  A n d  blessed is  she 2that believed: e
li7;(1,1;rere. sha l l  be a  performance o f  those things 

told her from the Lord.
1r 1 Stun. 2.PS, 34. 2, 3. 4 6  A n d  Mary said, r  My soul cloth magnify the

& 35. 9.
nab. 3. 18. L o r d ,

two, and as a married woman the superior, yet, knowing 
honour bestowed on Mary, feels herself unworthy to receive 
highly 'favoured. That  she had a clear insight given her 
blessedness of Mary's state is shown by her calling her "the mother of
"my Lord." Fai th discerns the presence of  Christ, where sight is
helples

45. "Blessed is she that  believed." W e  can  hardly doubt that
Elizabeth in uttering these inspired words must have felt 
with the different sentence pronounced upon Zacharias for 
Mark how completely she speaks in the spirit of 
when she declares the fulfilment of the things told to Mary 
Lord. Mary did not need this assurance, yet i t  would help to
strengthen her under the burden of a bliss almost 

46. "And Mary said." Zacharias doubted, and was dumb. Mary
believed, and broke forth into that glorious hymn of praise 
to us all in the constant use of i t  by the Church, which we 
the " Magnificat," that being the first word of it in the Latin 

THE "  MAGNIFICAT," o r  Song o f  the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

"My- soul doth magnify the Lord," &e. This "Song of 
"Virgin Mary" bears a great resemblance to the Song of 
the birth of Samuel (1 Sam. ii. 1-10.). I t  is also framed 
model of the Psalms, the great book of 

"Throughout this hymn we are to hear the voice, not merely 
"Virgin Mary celebrating the praises of Him who had so 
"but of the whole Church, of whom she was a type, giving 
"the mystery of the Incarnation and the blessings of the Gospel. A n d
" i t  is on this account,—namely because the blessed Mary 
" in the person of the Church,—that this hymn has been, 
"early times, used in the public services of 

"Go forth therefore, Christian soul, and magnify the 
"rejoice in God thy Saviour! But  remember that, i f  
"thank God worthily for His mercy to the humble, thou must 
"careful to be 

"Joy and thankfulness do not necessarily lead to pride 
" exaltation ; for, as we see in this hymn of the Virgin,there 
"simple joy in God, unsullied by any thought of  self. o
"every thing else in the contemplation s exceeding "Do thou, whenever thou takest on thy lips the words of 

of praise, -whisper a secret prayer that God would give "o1 her s p i r i t —  o w m t h e  ew and thankful 
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47 aWi  my sp i r i t  ha th  rojoice(1 i l l  00(.1 m y

• I e n r e g l u ' d " 1  the loiNiveici('setril(1).ctlicif purl sisrtirn;-10; For f m . ,  behold, f rom:
t mo. .3. 12.iiall(uons shildll call me 
ch. 11.21.gourvor ITo tha t  i s  mighty u  hath done t o  me rti. 

" t  a r l d  x  h o l y  1  l iF i  n a m e . &  121;. 2,

51.1c‘(1 And Y his mercy i s  on them that fear h i m  ; (1; so .n1. 
- 1 aeneration. to 

Pe.. 103. 17,
E

from -  i bath showed strength with Ilis arm;
5 1  2  1  c a  1 Te th scattered the proud in the imagination ha, Tsai. 40. 10.

I l e a r t S •  &  51. 9.
l'• r2 b lie hath put  down the mighty from their . Ps. &  r)2. 10.

J 1111. exalted them of low degree.
t s ,  a  b  1 Sam. 2.se5a3 °He hath filled the hungry with good 
d the rich He hath sent empty away. o b  
54 Ile hath holpen His servant Israel, 4 in re- i c  &tux. 2. 5,

Ps. 113. 6.

Ps. 34. 10.
a l l

membrance of His mercy;
Jer.31. 3,20.

3

47. "God. my Saviour." Not ,  as some have supposed, referring to
the Child who was to be born to save His people from their 
spoken, in the more simple sense, of God the Father, who 
raising up a mighty salvation for her. W e  may note that 
speaks of God the Father as "our Saviour" in one verse, and 
Son as "our Saviour" in the next See Titus i. 

48. "The low estate." T h e  blessed 'Virgin was poor and. lowly in
her worldly condition (See on ii. 7. and 24.). I t  may be well 
here that the reason. why the Prayer-book version of this hymn, 
those of Zacharias and of Simeon, differs in some few words 
"lowliness" for " low estate") from the Bible is that all passages of
Scripture quoted in the Prayer-book were, like the Psalms, 
an older translation than that of our present Bible. When 
was made, i t  was not thought well to alter the Prayer-
except in the ease of the Epistles and Gospels, because the 
so familiar with the words that the change would have 
to 

"Shall call me blessed." She is, in fulfilment of her 
continually called the "blessed" Virgin Mary (See on xi. 

51. "He hath shewed strength" &e. Th i s  God did by 
Mary speaks, as is common in prophecy, of God's purposes 
already fulfilled. God's "Arm" is used for His power, as in Isai. 
where the prophet, foretelling the general unbelief hi 
"To whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed?" The 
"mighty" (52), and the "rich" (53), are the Scribes and 
Chief-priests and Rulers of the people; together with all in all 
have been, like them, proud and self-reliant. Some have in 
seen a prophecy of the victory of Christ over the powers of ," m  of 'Relped: T h i s  is only an old 
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ST. LUKE, I .
55 "as He spako to our fathers, to 

to his seed fOr 
56 And Mar abdo with her about y

and returned to her 
57 IT Now Elisaheih's ful l  time came 

should be delivered ; and she brought firth 
bs And her neighbours and her 

how the Lord had showed groat mercy upon her;
and they rejoiced 

59 And i t  came to pass, that g on the 
they came to circumcise the child ; and 
him Zacharias, after the name of 

60 And his mother answered and said, h 
but he shall be 

61 And they said unto her, There is none of thy
kindred that is called by 

62 And they made signs to his father, 
would have 

55. " To  Abraham, and. to his seed for ever." These 
the word "mercy," and not " spake." T h e  sense is—' In 
of His mercy to Abraham and to his seed for ever, as He spake to
our fathers.' B y  "our fathers" are meant the "holy 

"have been since the world began" (70.). When the blessed Virgin
spoke of the "seed" of Abraham, she probably had. chiefly in 
mercies of God to His chosen people Israel (See on 32.) : but 
bear their fullest and truest meaning when applied to the 
or family, of Abraham, for "they which are of faith, the same 
"children of Abraham" (Gal. 

56. "Returned to her own house." T h e  holy Virgin had not yet
told Joseph, to whom she was espoused, the great secret of 
visit. She left that to be revealed as God willed. So  
and the Angel's visit to him (as related in St. Matt. i. 
be placed at some period after her return 

57-80. The Birth of St. John 
59. "The eighth day." T h e  day appointed according 

command to Abraham (Gen. x. 12.), and the Law of Moses (Lev. 
Our blessed Lord was also circumcised on the eighth day (ii. 21.). A
strong argument for Infant Baptism may be drawn from the 
under the older Law infants of eight days old were brought 
nant with God. Surely the Gospel would not shut out where 
opened. (See more fully on this point on St. Mark 

"They called him." Literally, They were calling him.' 
not actually given the name, but were intending to do so. 
not include Elizabeth, who knew that the Angel had 
name of the child (13.), as we learn from the 

62. "They made signs." Plainly because Zachalias was well as 
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03 knd he asked for a writing table, 

• 1, • i  His name is John. A n d  they marvelled' vin g.
311

64 k And his mouth was opened immediately, and k 
Li:, tongue loosed, and he spake, and 

65 And fear came on all that dwelt round about 2 
1 v e r . .theill : and all these -sayings were noised abroad m ch. 

tinvuo•hout all ' the bill country of Juda. n  G-en. 
Ps. 80. 17.

266 -.Ank-1 all they that heard them, r° laid them up & s3. 
in their hearts, saying, What manner of 

n the hand of the Lord was with him. 0 Joel th is  b e !  A n d  P  1 
4867 And his father Zacharias °was filled with the Ps. 72 & .  11(11V Ghost, and prophesied, saying, &  

q Ex. 6S; P Blessed be the Lord God of Israel' for q He & 
Ps. 111. hath visited and redeemed His people, 

63. " A  writing table." O r  rather fa writing-tab/et,' 
TEA-ti here, as when we speak of the two "tables of stone" on 
Commandments were written, of a flat surface. T h e  writing-
by the ancients were flat pieces of wood or metal thinly coated 
on which they wrote with a sharp-pointed 

"They marvelled all." O f  course the friends and relatives 
know that the name John had been divinely revealed to 
they were astonished that both he and his wife should fix on 
borne by no member of the family.

64. "His mouth was opened." W e  thus learn the 
of the Angel's words, "unt i l  the day that these things shall 
"formed" (20.). T h e  things the Angel had spoken were 
formed until the name was given, for that formed part of 
messige 

65. "And fear" &e. I n  this and the next verse St. Luke 
ing the effect of the wonderful events he has recorded. Fear 
to man when brought close to the unseen world. There 
awful in an event in which the Hand of God is plainly 

67. "His father Zacharias" &c. Probably, as is 
stood, on the day of the Circumcision of his son, St. Luke 
that day after describing briefly the effect of the events upon 
and still more briefly the Divine guardianship exercised over 
in the words, "the hand of the Lord was with him." 
"filled with the Holy Ghost," a  special outpouring o f  
Spirit being bestowed upon him, as a pledge that his doubting, 
.-we may be sure he had deeply repented, was forgiven, and also 
am with the noble song of thanksgivincr 

"Prophesied." Probably here used in its broader 
sense in the New Testament, of inspired utterance, rather than in its
narrower sense of the foretelling of 

The gc BENEDicTus," or Song of Zacharias.
68. "Blessed be the Lord  God" &c. T h e  tong of Za. thrally divides itself into two parts, the first (68---70), praising 
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ST. LUKE, I I .

CHAPTER I I .

care and training and self-discipline with which those who seek the
sacred office of the ministry should prepare themselves for 
work

CHAPTER I I .
1 - 7 .  T h e  Bir th  of  our Lord.

St. Matt. i. 18-25.
1. "  CEesar Augustus." T h e  Roman emperor at that time. Csesar'

was the general title of all the Roman emperors, and 
the t i t le given by the Roman senate (or parliament) to  
Other emperors however adopted this honourable name, as Nero 
on Acts 

" T h a t  al l  the world should be taxed." " A l l  the world" was the
expression in  use to signify the whole Roman empire, 
being at that time masters of all the known world. T h e  
lated "  taxed " would be more correctly translated enrolled,' as 
margin. T h e  emperor had ordered a census to be taken of 
under the 

2. "This taxing was first made" 
renius (or Quirinus, as his name is 
Latin form,) seems to have 
of Syria for a few years just before the
birth of Christ, and again ten 
years afterwards. I t  is known that a
census of the province of Syria 
Juda  then formed a part) was made at
this latter time, and this is the "taxing"
referred to by Gamaliel (Acts v. 
the occasion of certain 
then is the meaning of this 
puted verse? Two explanations 
given as satisfactory. 1 .  St. 
refer to the census irself taken at the
time of  our Lord's Birth, and. this (the
first census of  the Jews taken under
Roman authority) may have 
under the direction of Cyrenius 
nor of Syria. Judaaa was not at that
time a Roman province, but 
ed by Herod, who however was under
the power, and supported by 
rity, of the Roman emperor. I t  
ever very possible that Cyrenius may
have had the general 

census in that part of the 
nion, Herod being required to 
return so far as regarded his 
dom. There is no reason to 
money payment was exacted at 
of the enrolment of the names. 
other view, which has been 
ceived, would refer this verse to the
completion of the census 
was governor ten or eleven years 
to its enforcement for the purpose 
tion. I t  is quite possible a 
have been made, in obedience to 
peror's decree, at the time of 
Birth, but that the work may have 
terrupted—perhaps by the death 
the Great, which took place 
afterwards—for some years, 
and completed by Cyrenius 
governor of Syria. This will be 
probable i f  we suppose that 
was. undertaken b y  Cyrenius himself
during his first government of 
dropped when he left. 
had died, his son and 
had been banished by the 
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3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his

own 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of

,he city of Nazareth, into JudEca, unto b the city of b I 
bavid, which is called Bethlehem ( °  because he I I I  

1was of the house and lineage of David :) 0 .o Matt. 6.1. 5 to be taxed with Mary d his espoused wife being a oh. 
great with child.

6 And so i t  was, that, while they were 
days were accomplished that she should 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn 
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him

3. "And all went to be taxed," &c. Th is  would not be 
way of taking the census, but w.ould be very natural to the Jews who
were very careful as to their family lines, or genealogies. The 
at this time governed by a king of their own (See on St. Matt. 
who, though under the power of Rome, would doubtless carry 
emperor's order for the census in the manner most acceptable to the
Jews, that is, by having everyone enrolled in the place to which his
family belonged. How little did the emperor who ordered 
or the king who enforced it, suspect that he was helping 
plish the fore-ordained and foretold purposes of God as to the place of
the Saviour's Birth.

4. "Prom Galilee," 8zo. T h e  distance from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem in Juda3a was about seventy miles, and. the 
probably made 

"House and lineage." Tha t  is, 'family and line 
5. "With Mary." I t  was not compulsory upon women 

personally in order to be enrolled in the census, either by Roman or
.by Jewish law. B u t  we can well understand that Mary, 
promised Child was to be given "the throne of His father David",
would desire to record herself with all due care of the line 
and in the city of David (See on i. 32.). She may also 
to be under the pious care of Joseph, to whom the mystery of the.
Incarnation had been divinely revealed (See St. Matt. 

"Espoused." Literal ly this word means betrothed, but not yet
married. Among the Jews however the espousals formed a ritelittle
less binding than that of actual marriage, and the word "wife"being
here used, i t  is probable that Joseph bad already obeyed 
command and taken Mary to be his wife, so far as to 
his house, and to be her guardian and protector (See St. Matt. 

•
Jpde3a had been made a 
vince, and joined to that of Syria. O r
We may suppose that, the 
?wide at the time of our 
Lt !ma first put in force as a means of
'axing the people when 
governor, on which occasion 
took place, as named by St. 
self (Acts v. 37.). The fact that 
was well acquainted with this "taxing"
under Cyrenius ten or eleven 

our Lord's Birth, and in 
speech of Gamaliel uses precisely the
same word for enrolment'—
is an argument of some weight 
of the second of the 
tions. The same may be said of 
"first," which would surely 
if the evangelist simply meant 
that the "taxing" was made 
nius was 

7. "Firstborn." See on St. Matt. C
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in a manger; because there was no room 
in the 

8 ¶  And there were in  the same 
Or, the night herds abiding in  the field, keeping 2 
watches

e ch. 
f  ver. 
Gen. 
Matt. 
Mark 
ch. 24. 
Col. 

g Tsai. 
ii Matt. 

Matt. 
A& 16. 
ch. 
Acts 
&  10. 
Phil. 2. 11.

their flock 
9- And, lo the angel of the Lord came 

and the glory o f  the Lord shone round about
them: e and. they were 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I  bring you good tidings o f  great joy,
'which shall be to 

11 g For unto you is born this day in the city
of David h a Saviour, which is Christ 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; 
7. " I n  a manger." I t  was an old belief that the birthplace 

was a mere cave in the rock, such places being frequently used. for
stables in 

"There was no room for them in  the inn." H a d  they been rich
and great they would doubtless have been received into the inn. Room
'Would have been found for them then. Mark how these people 
out the poor shut out Christ. lVfay it not be that, if we opened 
of our hearts to the poor, Christ might be born in us? I s  it 
ease that we can find room enough for this world and the things 
world, but no room for Christ and for those that belong to Him? L e t
US also think how fitting a beginning this was of the life of 
was "despised and rejected of men, and who had "not where to lay
"His head." Who then will dare to despise the poor (See 
ii. (3.)? A n d  who will not rather echo the Lord's own words, 
" Blessed be ye 
• 8 - 2 0 .  T h e  vision to the Shepherds.

8. "Shepherds." David was once a shepherd at 
doubtless often watched his father Jesse's sheep on these 
The country not being enclosed by fences, as with us, i t  
that the shepherds should be constantly keeping watch over 

9. "Came upon them." Suddenly and 
from heaven and appearing 

1.0. " I  bring you good tidings." T h e  word thus translated 
'Same which is used for preaching the Gospel, and from -which 
'Evangelist' is formed. Th is  Divine messenger was the 
Of the Gospel, and the first congregation was formed of a• 
shepher

"To all people." Literally, t o  all the people,' 
the Jewish people, to whom the first offer of salvation was to 

11. "Christ the Lord." Thus does the Angel bear witness 
.truth that Jesus was both the promised Messiah--the Anointed'
(See on St. Matt. i. 1.),-and also "the Lord," to be adored 
'Divine nature as Lord of heaven 

"A Saviour," See on St. Mutt. 
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th„ Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying

ill 14 
k A nd suddenly there was with the angel a mul-k Gen. 

God, and saying, t.wade of the heavenly 
14 1Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

In " p p o d  will toward men. 
Rev, 5. I L15 And i t  came to pass, as the angels were 

tiwo' from them into heaven, 2 the shepherds said 
0110 to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thin which is come to pass, which the tz 1
Lord hath unto 

Col. 1.20.16 And they came with haste, and found Mary n 
Eph. 2, and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

17 And when they had seen it, they made known ti.'hn"'
abroad the saying which was told them 
this Child. e L p l i a t z 8 .

18 And all they that heard i t  wondered 
things which were told them by 

19 'But Mary kept all these things, and pondered 0 vet 51. •
Gen. XL 11.them in her heart. , c h .  

13. "The heavenly host." T h e  host—or army—of 
surround the throne of God, and of whom the Saviour spoke -when He
mid He could, if He willed, call to His aid "more than 
"of Angels" (St. Matt. xxNi. 53.). W e  read that when the 
Of the world were laid "the morning stars sang together, and all the
"sons of God shouted for joy" (Job xxxviii. 7.). Now the 
begins; and again all heaven rings with shouts 

14. "Glory  to God, in the highest,"- tive. T h e  Angels' joy is no
selfish joy. They  praise God for His "good will toward- men." S o  in
the wonderful 'visions of the Revelation we find the Angels 
praises of the "Lamb that was slain," though He was slain not 
but for us (See Rev. v. 12.). " I n  the highest" means 

17. " T h e y  made known abroad" srm. T h u s  wil l  a l l  who have
themselves received and believed the "good tidings of great 
to make them lalown to others. Probably the influence of 
shepherds was not great enough to produce much effict, and the time
was not come yet for the fuller manifestation of the Mes,iah. 
doubtless believed the shepherds' tale, and waited, like Simeon, for
"the consolation of 

19. "Pondered." T h a t  is, meditated upon.' I t  was quite in

14. " On earth peace." See on 
Good Will toward men." A  different

'reading is found in many very 
of khis Gospel, which by the addition of
a single letter alters the meaning o f
these words into toward (or 
1°°c1-wilr—that is, men of 

1, blessed and favoured by Him. I f
ell" reading be the true one, 

song would then be best 
stopped thus: Glory to God in 
' est and on earth: peace among 
'of God's favour. We 
that the stops are no part of the original
Gospel, being added at a much later
date (See Note on St. Mark T h e
reading however adopted by our own
translators is OD the whole to 
ferred. C  g2
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'20 And  i l to  1  n  .

1)1114411g (101 I( )r 11.11 111111/.,:i h a d  Ivarl i
uu4-4 it, NV11,:t i()Id linh)

'rho nova 2 1  411 P A111I 
rot. tho eireumeiHintp,); o f  11141 (Ihi ld, 

ditto Amio I I N U N 7  WilIVI1 W11,1-1 NO 1111,1110(1 o f  
""1"11. bororo I lo \v1t1.4 coitecivod i l l  the \(Ion. 

22 11 And who!, r  1,1w (layti 01 11(1. 
qpiot..1.111, vor(Iing to  i i  10 1 I\V )11 M(0014 We ro 
0"."1. t h o y  brought tutui to AcruNaloin, p r e s o n t  7/i/in, to

r Lov. :1,4,11. i . 11 0  
aceordatuce with the blessed Virgin's duLriwtor to store up in  her
memory, and secretly muse upon the wonflerful worts 
(See (i1.). I n  the few places in Which she is mentioned 
thoughtful and 11101i1411iVO Its well as meek 

20. "  Returned." That is, to their former employment. W h a t  a
thankful holy joy must have brightened all their after toils, 
often must they have conversed together of that wonderful night, in
which they had heard and seen so great and 

21. The Circumcision.
21. "When eight days" J e s u s  subunits to the 

of the Law, though needing them not (See on St. Matt. iii. 15.). B y
His Circumcision lie also acknowledFos ]finiself of the seed 
(See also on i. 59.). The Circumcision of Christ is kept upon the first
day of the year, being eight days after Christmas Day. So  
our Saviour begin to taste the cup 

" The year begins 
"And Thou beginntst 

(Christian 
The ceremony of circumcision was held to signify tho renouncing of
all the sinful lusts of the flesh, and this lesson is well drawn out in
the Collect for the day :—" Almighty God, who madest 
"Son to be circumcised, and obedient to the law for man; 
"the true Circumcision of the Spirit ; that, our hearts, and 
"members, being mortified from all worldly and carnal lusts, 
"in all things obey Thy blessed will; through the same Thy 
" Christ our Lord. Amen."

22-38. T h e  Purification. Simeon 
22. "The days of her purification." For ty  days. T h e  

cerning purification will be found in Lev. xii.
"To present Him to the Lord." Observe how our 

lowing the example of holy Scripture, centres our attention 
22. "Her mit/cation." I t  is right to §t. Luke. Nor need any 

Point out that the word "her" is a car- include the Infant Jesus in the 
reetion of the original word, which means cation, who remembers that 
'their' being in the plural. This latter cumcised and baptized for u  is n  all
shoula certainly have been retained, ns things being "mule 111cc mita • lithe Ullbt It nelo Writt011 by 1" thren" (1 eb. II. 17.), FSin 
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( i t  is written in the law of the Lora, 8 Every a IrA. 11 

that openeth t h e  Womb shal l  b e  cal led Num.  3.13.the Lord;) &  8.17.
Ex .  13. 2. &  18. 15.:  24 and to149-115re t o a sacrifice 

th to that, -which t Ley. off
f t h e  Lord, A., 1 i d p a i r  of  turtle- in

"  •   doves) two 
A c was a  man À)1nt&,-1 b o l d  there 1.

name was Simeon; and the same man wa;0 1 0  devout, u  waiting f o r  the consolation o f  u 1
1113 •  and the Holy Ghost was upon him. T s a i .  
I S r i t e26 And i t  was revealed unto him by  the Holy Mark 
t h a t  he  should not x  see G-1 death, before he x P. 48.
had seen he Lord's Christ. Ileb. U.  5.

27 And he came Y by the Spirit into the temple Y 
Divine Child instead Chl of on cc the human mother, entitling the Feast of
h

*
Purification (Feb. 2.), T h e  Presentation of Christ in t66 commonly called, The Purification of  Saint Mary the 

in the beautiful Collect for the Day drawing her lesson entirely from
the Presentation of Christ, while no mention is made of the Virgin
Mar23. "Every male that openeth the womb." That  is, 
born son. When  God slew all the first-born in Egypt, 
that all the first-born of the children of Israel should be 
and, dedicated to Him, and be redeemed, or bought back, by 
of five shekels for each. Afterwards the tribe of Levi was taken by
God in the place of the first-born of the whole nation, but 
still presented as an offering to God, 

24. " A  pair of turtledoves," Sm. R i c h  women offered a lamb
with a turtle-dove or young pigeon at their purification. 
offering was the offering of the poor (Lev. xii. 8.). Ye t  in 
did this blessed Mother offer that Lamb, of which all the 
but types, for she brought with her the very "Lamb of God." The
whole world would have been an offering nothing-worth 
thi

25. "Waiting for the consolation of  Israel." That  is, for the
coming of Him who was to save and deliver Israel (See 38.). 
seem from Simeon's words (32.) that he had been blessed with 
insight into the true nature of the "consolation of Israel" 
others. H e  did not look for a mere temporal or national 
but for one in which Gentile would share as well as Jew. 
when in Rome declared that he was a prisoner "for the hope 
(Acts xxviii. 

26. " I t  was revealed unto bim" Ste. W e  are not told 
revelation was made, except that, being "by the Holy Ghost," 
Some inward intimation, not one made by an Angel or in 
It Was probably of the nature of 

"The Lord's Christ." "_The Father. p l a i n l y  here used for 

in27. "By the Spirit." Feeling an impulse within him, t s
ruth the prompting of the 
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and when the parents brought i n  the 
to do for Him after the custom of  the law,

28 then took h e  H i m  u p  i n  h i s  arms, and
blessed God, and said,

29 Lord, z  now lettest Thou Thy  servant depart
in peace, according to Thy word:

30 for mine eyes a have seen Thy salvation,
31 which Thou hast prepared before the face of

all 
32 b a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory

o f  T h y  people  I s rae l .
33  A n d  J o s e p h  a n d  H i s  m o t h e r  m a r v e l l e d  a t

those t h i n g s  w h i c h  w e r e  s p o k e n  o f  H i m .
34  A n d  S imeon blessed them,  a n d  s a i d  u n t o  M a r y

H i s  m o t h e r,  B e h o l d ,  t h i s  C h i l d  i s  s e t  f o r  t h e  C fal l

"The parents." Joseph stood in the place of a parent, though not
really one (See 

28. "Then took he Him" &ie. I t  had been revealed to Simeon that
he should see Christ, and lo!  he holds H im in  his very arms. H o w
blessed must that moment have been to the aged saint. L e t  us too
wait for Christ in  the daily use of the means of grace, and to us too
will He 

The "NUNC DimiTTis," or Song 
29. " L o r d ,  now lettest Thou" &c. T h e  Song of Simeon is a short

hymn o f  thankful readiness to die now that he had seen H im who
was come to bring salvation to all mankind. Simeon doubtless felt that
the time o f  his departure was at  hand. B u t  God was making that
departure very peaceful and blessed, and so he says, Lo rd ,  now art

Thou dismissing Thy servant 
"  According to Thy word." That  is, the promise that 

made to him by a special revelation 
31. " A l l  people." T h i s  in  the original is p lu ra l - '  all peoples, or

nations' ; not, as in the Angel's message to the shepherds, 
'people' (See 

32. " A  light to lighten" &c. I t  needed a miraculous vision to
teach St. Peter what Simeon here plainly declares (See Acts x. 11-16.).
Observe, he not only declares that Christ should bring the 
of darkness to the true light, but also puts the Gentiles before 
ple of Israel. F i t l y  do we Gentiles use this holy song in 
worship, as a hymn of thanksgiving for that• Salvation of which 
read in the second Evening Lesson and the knowledge of 
make us ready to depart in peace, whenever God 

34. " B e h o l d ,  this Chi ld  i s  s e t "  &c.  A p p o i n t e d  for  the fa l l  and
!rising of many'. I t  would be clearer if the word "again" 
in the English, as i t  makes i t  appear as though the same persons were to
fa:1l and rise again, which is not the sense. Some should fall, 
rise. Many would be offended at Christ, and refuse to believe, 
such H e  wou ld  be " a  stone o f  s tumbl ing  a n d  a  rock o f  offence



Sr. LUKE, 
d i n  -

and for d a sign d Acts nil h  Fd1 all he spoken agamst,
vd.iie , , ,  c  a sword shall pierce through thy own °J1I.;5 

hearts 
1 also,) that the thoughts sou

revealed' .
tw And thelo was ono Anna, a  prophetess, the
vhfer of 1)hanuel, of the tribe of Aser : 

col̀ labgreat age, and had lived with an 
yeas from her  v i r g i n i t y ;

(1 St Pet. i i .  8.), so that they should fall and perish. Others would
believe and ho saved, being raised up by cbrist to new life here andeternal life hereafter.

"A. sign which shall be spoken against." A  "ssir  T" hbecause "set"
J o h n  by God in the world as a witness of the truth (See
and yet One which would meet with constant 

35. " Ye s ,  a  sword" &c. Simeon having e  opposition of
men to Christ, foretells the anguish i n  store for motherDoubtless the bitter malice of  men against her would beto her " l ike the piercings of  a sword" (Pray. xii. 18.). B u t  sovce all
vieuld the sword enter her very soul in the hour of the 
fixion, of which, as we know, she was a witness (St. John 

"That  the thoughts" *Ike. These  words are to be joined 
with the last verse, the saying concerning the "sword" being 
sis—that is, a  short sentence introduced into the middle 
The presence of Christ in the world as a sign rejected by 
be a touchstone to reveal the nature o f  men's hearts, 
thoughts were humble and lowly and teachable, and whose were proud
and obstinate, who were really ready to receive the Messiah, 
were 

36. "Anna, a prophetess." She, as was the case with 
women (See Acts xxi. 9.), had been gifted with certain 
the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, probably in the sense of 
future events, rather than in that of mere inspired teaching 
i. 

"Of the tribe of Aser." Tha t  is, Asher, as the name is spelt 
Old Testament. Th is  was one of the ten tribes of the kingdom 
carried away captive by the Icing of Assyria (2 Kings xvii. 
than 700 years before the Birth of Christ. These ten 
returned to their own land, but it is very probable that 
from among them may have escaped and remained in the 
Judah, especially as we find that when Hezekiah king of 
years before the carrying  away of Israel, invited the people 
kingdoms to join in keeping a solemn Passover at Jerusalem, some of
the tribe of Ash 2  a r m  xxx. 1-11.).Asher came ( •  .  that some of those who thus o b e y e d e a s y  

carrihave f  the king 
found refuge in his kingdom, when their own. people 

awaY into captivity. They would -kingdom f  J a f t e r w a r d s  carried into captivity 
in the fortunes 

ton , . 0  Judah, which wasiami\44 Rings xxv. 1-11.), but after seventy years returned to 
uu, as told us in the Books of Ezra 
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37 and she was a widow of about 

four years, which departed not from the 
f Acts 26. 7. served God with fastinp_;s and prayers 'night 
1 Tim. 5. 5. 3 8  And she coming in that instant 

likewise unto the Lord, and spake of Him to all
r yer. .  ,-,• t h e m  that g looked for redemption in 
Mark ch. 24. 21. 3 9  IT And when they had performed 

2 Or, /sraci. according to the law of the Lord, 
into Galilee, to their own 

h Ter. 52- 4 0  h And the Child grew, and waxed strong inch.1. spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace 
was upon Him.

Ex. 23. is, 4 1  IT Now His parents went to Jerusalem 
17. & Dent. 16.1, year at the feast of 
16. 4 2  And when He was twelve years old, 
A. D. 8. u p  to Jerusalem after the custom of 

37. "A. widow of about fourscore and four years." Whether this
describes Anna's entire age, or only the length of time she had 
-widow is 

"Departed not from the temple." T h a t  is, she was constant in
her attendance at all the Temple services and hours 

38. " T o  al l  them that looked" &c. T h u s  there were some in
Jerusalem at that time waiting in hope for the promised 
and who, like Simeon and Anna, were ready to receive 
not as an earthly Prince and Deliverer, but as God should 

39,40. The Return to Nazareth, and Childhood 
40. "Grew,  and waxed strong in spirit." T h u s  did the eternal

Son of God humble Himself, "being found in fashion as a 
on Phil. ii. S.). H e  emptied Himself, as the word "humbled" 
Philippians literally means, of His Divine glories, that, as Man, He
might grow and increase (See 

41-52. Jesus visiting the Temple when twelve 
41. "His parents" &a. S o  called, (See on 27.). I t  

in the Law that every male among the Israelites should attend 
great feasts—the Passover, the feast of Pentecost or of Weeks, 
feast of Tabernacles,—at Jerusalem every year (See Ex. xxiii. 14-17).
Of these the Passover was the most solemn and important. 
Mary's attendance at the Feast was an act of devotion 
by the 

42. " W h e n  He was twelve years old." A t  that age Jewish chil
then were called. Sons of the Law,' and began to attend 
and other public rites of the Jewish Church. Th is  is the 

-

39. " They returned into Galilee." Upon I on "There came wise the order of events at this time see Note nice, 
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43 Ana when they had fulfilled the days, as they A. 

il t h e  Child. Jesus tarried behind 
re turand Joseph and H is  mother knew notsale ;
0/ -at they, supposing. Him to have been 41
company, went a day's Journey; and 
.fini anioiv their kinsfolk and 
45 And when they found Him not, they turned

back again to Jerusalem, seeking Him.
46 And i t  came to pass, that after three days

they ifound Him n  the temple, sitting in 
of the doctors, both hearing them, and 

questions.  47 And k all that heard Him were astonished at k 
Mark 1. 22.his understanding 
ch. 4. 22, 32.

48 And when they saw Him, they were amazed: Van 
and His mother said unto Him, Son, why 
4 1 0 • • • • • • ,

glimpse permitted us of our Lord's early years. Ho ly  
a veil over thirty years of our Lord's life, which is only here lifted
for a few moments. Sure ly  this is i n  order to centre 
upon the great three years of His public ministry among men. The
Bible teaches by its silences, as well as by its words (See on 
1. 

43. "The days." Tha t  is, the week of the Paschal feast 
15, 

44. "Supposing H i m "  &c. T h i s  was very natural, for the Jews
travelled up to the feasts in great numbers, friends 
forming large companies for the journey. Families 
easily become separated on the road, and this would cause no 
as they would find each other readily when they halted for 
It has been well remarked on this passage that Christ is very 
in the company of our friends and acquaintances, but very 
there. I f  we would find Him, we must seek Him in His 

46. "After three days." Tha t  is, from the time when they left
Jerusalem. T h e  first day's journey would be one day, the 
Jerusalem the second, and the next day, the third, they 

"The doctors." Scribes and learned men, whose business 
lO instruct the young i n  the Law, and who held classes 
instruction in rooms attached to 

"Both hearing them," &c. I t  is a mistake to suppose that 
Was at this time taking the place of Teacher and instructing 
men Hi  e  was rather being taught and questioned by them, 
1,,,n cus wisdom asked questions also of His teachers, as 
"Jul 
th

pupils in the Jewish schools. I t  was however 
ra  than His questions which caused the astonishment of 

48, ABo differ -a cgmazed." Doubtless because this seeming neglect 
ent from His usual thoughtful attention to their 
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thus dealt with us? behold, Thy father and I  
sought Thee 

49 And. He said unto them, How is i t  that ye
sought Me? wist ye not that I  must be about 
F ather's 

50 And m they understood not the 
He spake 

51 And. He went down with them, and came to
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: bu t  His
mother n kept all these sayings in 

52 And Jesus ° increased in wisdom 
and in favour with God 

"Thy father." S o  the Divine Child had hitherto called 
stood to H im in the place of earthly father (See on 27.). Now He
corrects the expression (See on next verse.). W e  may observe that
the mother speaks (not Joseph), as having the greater right to 

49. " H o w  is i t  that ye sought Me P" Jesus expresses 
though Mary and Joseph might have known that, i f  not with them, i t
could only be because a  Greater than they had called H im from
them

"About My Father's business." Literal ly, 'among the things of
My Father,' and therefore perhaps, as many ancient 

stand the words, i n  My Father's house.' N o  doubt great force is to
be laid upon the words "My  Father." T h e  Virgin Mary had 
"Thy  father," speaking of Joseph. H e r  holy Child now, as 
for the first time openly claims His heavenly parentage, 
her, as though saying, Nay,  it is lily Father who has kept Me 
I  am doing My Father's work,—engaged in those holy 

'belong to H e n c e f o r t h  Joseph is beard of no more; 
can be no doubt that he died before the time of our Lord's 
istry (See on St. John i i .  12.). I t  was an ancient tradition 
was much older than the Virgin Mary, as he is always represented in
picture

50. "They understood not" &c. W e  cannot suppose that 
forgot the Angel's wondrous words, which declared that the Child of
Mary should be "called the Son of God" (i. 35.). B u t  
understood not the full depth and meaning of the saying they had just
heard, and in which the Child they were nurturing for God 
spoke of the work He had come 

51. "Subject unto them." That is, obedient. After this 
of a duty and a work which would one day call Him from 
ties, He returns to His former course of holy subjection. 
more years, lowly, sinless, unknown, He veils His Divine 
grows to the perfection of His adopted 

"His mother kept" etc. Doubtless storing them up with 
tainty that i n  patient waiting she should learn their 
(See on 

52. "Jesus increased" etc. T h i s  verse alone is a  proof 
was perfect Man as well as perfect God. H e  submitted to the 
conditions of that nature which He had taken to Himself. 
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CHAPTER I I I .
1,7,A preaching and baptism of  ,Tohn: 15 his testimony of  Christ. 20
1 1 1 '  prod i prisoneth John. 2 1  Christ baptized, reeeiveth '

hectrerl' Z3 The age, and genealogy of Christ from Joseph upwardsn.on"
it-ro-vv in the fifteenth year of the reign 

Cesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 

"human flesh" grew in stature, so His "reasonable 
in As. Man, He laid aside while on earth the exercise of that
-nivine Omniscience (that is, knowledge of all things) 
to h imof  right as God (See on 40. and St. Matt. xxiv. 36.). Many
very blessed thoughts flow from. the truth here revealed to 
others i t  is a very .blessed thing to know that Jesus has sanctified for
tis every age — Child.hood, Boyhood, Youth, Manhood,—
through all, and. showing forth in turn the graces and perfection 
It was the opinion o f  St.. .Cyril (a writer who lived about 
after Christ). that the Divine nature of our Lord revealed itself in
proportion with the growth of His 

" I n  favour with God, and man." T h e  word translated "favour" is
the same which is often translated 'grace,' and "with" means either
'towards' or i n  the sight of.' Thus we must not suppose 
to assert (as some might fancy from the English version) 
gradually gained the favourable regard of God, as though He 
been without it. T h e  words rather mean that He grew in grace 
40.) in the sight of both God and man. Or,  i f  we prefer 
"favour," that He received more and more outward marks 
of God's favour, as well as man's goodwill. I t  is probable that 

iknown to but a small circle, it being His holy will to live 
in His humble home until the time for His greater work was 
as yet man's enmity was not roused against Him, because He 
yet expose man's sin (See on 

A.D. 
30th Year

o f  our
Lord's life.

CHAPTER I I I .
1-18. The preaching of John the Baptist.

St. Matt. iii. 1-12. St .  Mark i. 1-8.
1. "Tiberius Cesar." H e  was the emperor of Rome 

Augustus (See on ii. 1.) from A.D. 15 to 
"Pontius Pilate." Roman governor (strictly 'procurator') 

After the banishment of Archelaus, son of Herod the Great, Juda
ileam? a Roman province, or rather a division of the 
of Syria (See on ii. 2.). L i k e  other such divisions of provinces, 
its Oyu governor, called a procurator', for the collection of 
administering of justice, and, although he was strictly 
asubordinate ruler under the governor general of the 
he W$ very often left much to his own discretion, 
Considerable power. Caesarea was made the capital under 
;armors, who held their court there; but they often went 
v i r ,  especially at the time of the great festivals, when 

that of their troops, was sometimes needed for the sake 
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A. D. 26. and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and 

Philip tetrarch of Iturcea and. of the region 
chonitis, and L3ianias the tetrarch 

a John 11. 2  a Annas and Caiaphas being the high 
40, & 18. 13. word of God came unto John the son 
Acts in the 

3 And he came into all the country 
13 ch. 1.77. preaching the baptism of repentance b for 

sion 
4 as i t  is written in the book of the words of

John 1.23. Esaias the prophet, saying, c The voice 
crying in  the wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the Lord, make His paths straight.

(See on St. Matt. xxvii. 2. St. John xviii. 3.). Pontius Pilate 
sixth governor since the banishment of Archelaus, and he 
been three years in office. H e  was cruel and overbearing, 
cially disliked. the Jews, over whom he was placed, and whom 
deeply offended by his open contempt for their religion 
on St. John xix. 

"Herod. being tetrarch of Galilee." This was Herod Antipas,
son of Herod. the Great (See on St. Matt. xiv. 1.), and the 
beheaded John 

"Philip." This was another son of Herod the Great, but 
Philip whose wife Herodias Herod Antipas had taken (19.), 
was his half-brother. Herod. the Great named two sons Philip. Philip
the "tetrarch" was the best of Herod's family. Iturma 
nitis were regions lying beyond the Jordan Eastward 
(See 

" Lysanias." Nothing is known of Lysanias. H e  ruled, 
title of tetrarch,' a small district to the north of the Holy 
along the Eastern side of the range of Mount Lebanon 

2. "Annas and Caiaphas." According to the Jewish 
could be but one High-priest, and he held his office for 
Herod first, and afterwards the Romans, abused their power 
any changes they pleased, for the sake of putting their OW11 
the office. Thus Annas was deposed by the Romans, and 
others had held the office for a short time, his son-in-law 
appointed. I t  appears that Annas, though deprived of his 
not seriously offended the Romans, since he seems to have 
to exercise a sort of joint authority with Caiaphas, and i t  
that the Jews would privately recognize him as the lawful 
just as we should recognize the Archbishop of Canterbury as 
Archbishop, i f  expelled from his office by some foreign power 
farther on St. John 

"The word of God came" &e. That is, John the 
a special command from God to begin his preaching. The 
pression is used of the inspiration of the prophets in the 
(See Jet i. 2, 4, 11, 13.). John was at this time in retirement 
" wilderness" (See on i, 80.), and, like Jesus Himself, years 
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6 v v e r y  v a l l e y  sha l l  be  f i l led,  a n d  every  moun .  A .  

tail, a n d  h i l l  s h a l l  b e  b r o u g h t  l o w  ; a n d  t h e
crooked s h a l l  b e  m a d e  s t r a i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  r o u g h
,vays shall be m a d e  s m o o t h ;
-  6 and  d a l l  f lesh s h a l l  see t h e  sa lva t ion  o f  

d Ps. 98.2.
I  Then said he to the  mult i tude tha t  I s. 40. 3, 4, 5. Isai: . .

came for th 
to b e  bapt ized o f  h i m ,  0  generation o f  vipers,
Who h a t h  warned y o u  t o  f lee f r o m  the  
co

8 Bring forth therefore fruits 2 worthy of repent- 
a ce, and beg in  n o t  t o  say  w i th in  yourselves, w e  
have Abraham t o  o u r  father:  f o r  I  say unto you,
That God. is able of these stones to raise 
unto Abraham.

5, "Every valley" &e. S t .  Luke quotes the l prophecy 

o
length than St. Matthew and St. Mark, who y  give the 
of the passage (i. e. Isai. xi. 3.). Here  we have all t. l lree verses, 
o r  this comment upon it has therefore been left f Gospel. 
seems taken from the ancient sending forward a body 
(pioneers) to make or repair the road by which some 
such as a king with his attendants, or a general with his army
about to travel. T h e  first and nearer subject of this b' 
is the return of the Jews from 
t h e  prophet 
back to their own land, the Lord going before them as 
and Leader. B u t  to us the farther and more glorious 
stands out in the front that this its earlier fulfilment is 
from sight. To  us the great Person in the prophecy is the 
Son of God. T h e  road is to be made in the hearts of men that 
enter in and dwell there. T h u s  the valleys would represent 
unbelief and all sins of omission, which must be filled up by 
adding of grace to grace (2 St. Peter i. 5-7.). T h e  
mean pride and haughtiness and self-will and obstinacy, which must
be humbled and cast down. T h e  crooked places would signify 
of deceit and guile and hypocrisy and untruthfulness. The 
would picture anger, strife, envy, hatred, malice, and all 
ness. I t  is by the removal of all these obstacles—these 
of iniquity (See Ezek. xiv. 3.)—that a road can be made in 
such as the Lord will pass over. Ye t  He who desires the road 
made will in mercy Himself send those who shall make it w h o
would find a way into our hearts will send His Holy Spirit 
the way before Him.

0. "Al l  flesh." That  is, al l  mankind; ye t  not at once, but as i t
shall please God in the unfolding of His gracious purposes, 
ing to the faithfulness of those who bear the commission to 
"Gospel to every creature" (St. Mark 

7. "To  the multitude." But  addressing his words, as we 
Matthew,a1, especially to the Scribes and Pharisees and such 

to bir  ;
S

All hypocrisy and without true 



2 Or, Puttio man in 1 4  And the soldiers likewise demanded of  him,
fear. s a y i n g ,  And what shall we do? A n d  he said untok Ex. 23. 1.Lev. 19. 11. them, 21)0 violence to no man, k neither 
8 Or,allowance. falsely; and be content with your 

ST. LUKE, I I I .
A 2G. 9  And now also the axe is laid unto the root of

io. the trees: °  every tree therefore which bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into 

Acts 2. 37. 1 0  And the people asked him, saying, 
we do 

g 11. 41. 1 1  I L  answereth and saith unto them, g He that
2 G m  8. 14.James 2. h a t h  two coats, let h im impart to him that hath
15, 16.1 .10Ini 3. none a n d  he that hath meat, let him 
17. & 4.20. 1 2  Then h came also publicans to be h Matt.  21.32. s a i d  unto him, Master, what shall 
ch. 7. 29.I ch. 19.8. 1 3  And he said unto them, 'Exact no 

that which is 

10. "What shall we do thenP" That is, as a proof of 
ance. Some of those so sternly addressed as a "generation of 
doubt felt anxious to make their repentance real. They  had 
hypocrites; but they had borne, and been moved by, the 
they had received, and would stay 

This and the next four verses contain a most valuable portion 
Baptist's teaching only found in this Gospel. They  show us 
applied his doctrine to various classes 

11. " H e  that hath two coats," &c. The principle 
the Baptist's three answers in this passage is that of putting his finger
upon the besetting sin, and saying, I f  you would bring forth fruits of
penitence, cure this first.' W e  may therefore be sure that 

charity to the poor was a very general besetting sin among 
he addressed, who were probably of the class most able to 
the publicans and soldiers came separately (See 

12. "Also publicans." The  collectors of  the public taxes for the
Romans (See on St. Matt. v. 46.). These were of  various ranks, but
generally a very low class o f  men. T h e y  had great opportunity of
cheating the people by making them pay more than the 
due, and this temptation very few of 

13. "Exact no more" &c. Observe the wisdom o f  
St. John does not say, Leave a calling of such great 
take to some more honest livelihood'; but simply, Conquer 
temptation of your calling, and do your duty in that state of life in
which God has placed you' (Compare St. Paul's advice, 1 Cor. 
14. "The soldiers." Literally men marching under arms.' These

were in  all  probability Jewish soldiers, belonging to Herod's army.
Herod was at this time at war with his father-in-law Aretas, king of
Arabia (See on St. Matt. xiv. 3.), and his troops would have 
through the region in which St. John the Baptist was preaching 
tizing. Force must be laid on the word "we" in their 
as it stands in the Greek, is as follows A n d  we—what must 

"Do violence to no man," &c. Soldiers quartered in any 
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15 And as the people, were 2111 expectation, and A. 
11 men a mused i n  their hearts o f  John 4 ,  4-1, , 

w e O r  i na r e  the Christ, or not; suspenshe
10 John answered, saying u  t h e m  a l l  t h e a l l  

• k nil with water • b u t  On •  • or, baptiZe e  mightier than I
coneth, the latenet of whose shoes I  am not worthy
to unloose: H e  shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost and with fire:

17 whose fan  i s  i n  H i s  hand, and H e  w i l l
t roughly purge H i s  floor, and 1 will 

IittN: wheat into His garner; but the chaff He will burn
with fire 

18 And many other things i n  his 
preached he unto 

19 A .  D. 26. m But Herod the tetrarch, being 

very apt to be rough and violent in order to extort money 
things from the people. They also frequently brought 
against any who bad offended them, or  had refused 
demands; Thus the Baptist's answer to them touches 
sins, and is like that to the publicans in not telling them 
up a dangerous calling but exhorting them to do their duty in i t
faithfull15. " I n  expectation." That is, of the coming of the Messiah, of
which there was a very general expectation at 
• "mused." That is, thought' or 
• 16.  " T h e  la tchet  o f  whose shoes." T h e  shoes worn b y  the Jews
were only sandals, or leathern soles bound on to the foot 
The "hatchet" here means the thong of 

18. "Preached he." Literally, preached he glad tidings unto.' The
whole verse would be bat translated, And with many other 
'he preached the glad tidings unto the people'—that is, 
glad tidings of the approach of Christ. The  word for "preached" 
same as that used by the Angel to the shepherds (See on 10.).

19, 20._ St. John the Baptist 
St. Matt. xiv. 1-12.

19 • gc EUt Herod') &c. This and the next verse refer to 
lli.'hich happened some little time after the first appearance o
There is the Baptist, and of course after the Baptism of Jesus 
"'here s  nothing unusual in an historian, when speaking 
? nerson or event, bringing in something which happened a. t a 

ao!" 
_ order to complete his subject. And here the Baptist's 
ltif . l i  i t s  consequences fall in most naturally with 
Pr is general preaching and exhortation. I n  fact i

the 18th 
ulerres the way for such an after event being named, since 
uat 110 doubt continued for some months (See ix. 
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ST. LUKE, I I I .
him for Herodias his brother Philip's wife, and
all the evils which Herod 

20 added yet this above all, that he shut 
in 

21 111" Now when all the people were baptized, 
came to pass, that Jesus also being 
praying, the heaven 

22 and the Holy Ghost descended in 
shape like a  dove -upon Him, and a 
from heaven, which said, Thou art My 
in Thee I  am 

o See Num. 2 3  IT And Jesus Himself began to be 
35 3943, v., ,  thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) 

P Mat. 13. 55. S o n of Joseph, which was the son, John 
24 which was the son of Matthat, which 

son of  Levi, which was the son of 
was the son of Janna, which was the son 

21, 22. The  Baptism 
St. Matt. iii. 13-17. S t .  Mark i. 9-11.

21. "Praying." This is told us by St. Luke alone, and yet 
hardly have doubted it, even had holy Scripture been silent. 
great instances of God's testimony to His Son by a voice 
took place when He was praying. I t  was so at the 
(ix. 29.). I t  was so when the answer came to His petition, 
"glorify Thy Name" (St. John 

23-38.  Genealogy.
St. Matt. 1. 1-17.

23. " A n d  Jesus H imse l f  began" 8ze. T h i s  sentence would be
more literally translated—' And Jesus Himself was about 
of age when He began'—that is, probably, when He began 

ministry. Thir ty was the legally appointed age for those 
in the Tabernacle (See Numbers iv. 3, 23, 30, 

23. "Being (as was supposed) 
"of Joseph, which was the son of lieu." I t
is forcing these words very much 
Pose them to be the beginning 
genealogy, and not Joseph's. 
commentators have taken this 
it need not be pronounced 
It is certainly strange that 
should by St. Matthew be 
and by St. Luke Heli (But see 
St. Matt. 1.16.). Those who think 
gives (as we must confess i t  would be
natural he .should give) 
of the 'Virgin Mary, as being 

real—instead of his legal—
suppose Joseph to be called 
though only son-in-law, or else, 
the words ("being, as was supposed, 
"of Joseph") within 
"[Son] of Heli" to be spoken 
Heli being His grandfather, and 
gin Mary's name being 
the Jews did not name women in their
genealogies. I t  should 
that the word "son" never occurs 
Greek throughout this 
cept only in the -first instance "Son of
"Joseph" (See Note on St. Matt. 
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,„ which was the . son of Mattathias, which was A. 

i
,Y;-'son, of Amos, whic1 . was the S012 of 

the son of Esli, which was the SOU 
6 which was the son of Maath, which 

ol'iv of Mattathias, which was the son 
cswhioh was the son of Joseph, whih was 

of 
27 which was the son of Joanna, which 

son, of Rhesa, which was the son of 
was the S012, of Salathiel, which was the son 
28 which was the son, of Melchi, whicli 

sow, of Addi, which was the son of 
was the son of Elmodam, which was the son 
29 which was the son of Jose which was 

of Eliezer, which was the son Of Jorim, 
the sort of Matthat, which was the son, 
30 which was the son of Simeon, which 

son of Juda, which was the SOM of 
was the son of Jonan, which was the son 
31 which was the son of Melea, which 

son of Menan, which was the son of 
was the son of q Nathan, which was the son of q Zech. 

r 2 Sam. David, 1 4 .
32 which was the son of Jesse, which was the 1 

son of Obed, which was the son of Booz, which wasIsgeu.th 
the son of Salmon, which was the son 
33 which was the son of Aminadab, which was the '

son of Aram, which was the son of 
was the son, of Phares, which was the son 
34 which was the son of Jacob, which 2son of Isaac, which was the SIPM of Abraham, t which 

was the son of Thara, which was the son 
35 which was the son of Saruch, which 

son of Ragau, which was the SON, of 
was the son of Heber, which was the son 

1.eel 36 which was the son of Cainan, which was u
the son of Arphaxad, x which was the son of _ M I  x Gen. 

Which was the son of Noe) which was the son Lamech7 & c .
ti 37 which was the son, of IVIathusala, 

S? of Enoch, which was the son of 
"8°1" son of Maleleel, which was the son 3

Which was the son of Enos, w_i_I PC_d was 
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CITAPTER TV.
1 T h e  temptat im a n d  fwi t ina q f  Christ. 1 3  T fe  overrometh d p r i i

preach. -.16 The people I f  Nazareth wimire His groji,T;:14 beyitawth to
wortlx. 2 3  He eureth one poggi.mged of  a  devil, :18 Peter's mother itiVII';":
40 and (liven; other gielc pprgons. 4 1  The  deribi acknowkrive
ure reproved for a. 4 3  Ile proacheth through the cities.

A N D  Jesus being full o f  the Holy Ghost returned
from Jordan, and a was led by the 

the 
2 being forty days tempted of the devil. 

38. " W h i c h  was the son o f  Adam, which was the eon o f  God."
Thus St. Luke traces our  Lord's genealogy up t o  the  beginning.
St. Matthew goes no farther back than Abraham, his Gospel being
intended chiefly for 'Jewish readers. S t .  Luke, who writes for 
back to the beginning of the human race, setting forth Christ 
Saviour of all, "and as being not only the Seed promised 
"but also that Seed of the woman promised from the 
"who was to bruise the serpent's head (See Gen. i i i .  
and 

CHAPTER IV.
1-13. T h e  Temptation.

St. Matt iv. 1-11.  St. Mark i. 
1. " B e i n g  fu l l  o f  the H o l y  Ghost." T h e  H o l y  Ghost had jus t

descended upon Jesus in His Baptism, and His human nature 
perfectly endowed with that holy Gift. T h u s  was He fitted 
the great enemy. T h e  descent of the Spirit was as the anointing of
the Warrior for the combat. I t  is in the same Divine strength that
we must do battle with the devil, i f  we would prevail. 
bow this conflict took place immediately after the 
of the Holy Spirit upon our Lord. Thus when we have 
new increase of grace, we may expect the assaults of the evil one to
become 

"By the Spirit." This, and like expressions,—such as 
"returned in the power of the Spirit" (14.), that "the Spirit 
"Lord" was "upon" Him (18.), that He "through the 
"offered Himself without spot to God" (Heb. ix. 14.),—set 
Lord, in the most striking way, as "very Man." I n  His 
is One with the Holy Spirit, even as He and the Father 
In His Manhood He was "filled," "anointed," "led," by the 
as one of us. " I n  all things it behoved Him to be made like 
"brethren" (Heb. 

2. " B e i n g  for ty days tempted." W e  gather 
ofrom St. Mark, that the temptation lasted during the whole 

Thus the three temptations recorded are apparently only 
the evil one's attacks, though doubtless his last 

"  Terapted." I t  is well to mark clearly the 
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ors He  d id  eat nothing: and when they A. 

tboge dended, He afterward 
we3reAnd the devil said unto Him, I f  Thou be the

f God, command this stone that i t  son o
%le

As a y i n g ,  I t  is written, nd Jesus answered him,
4 t  man sha l l  n o t  l i ve  b y  bread alone, but

word o f  God. 13513rilaevery

,smptation and sin. Temptation is not sin. The yielding 
Is  Temptat ion is the knocking at the door. I t  is 

ilof the door which s  sin. S o  long as the will gives no 
the heart allows no resting-place, to the temptation, there is 
st. James well describes the exact point when temptation passes into
sin: When lust hath, conceived, it bringeth forth sin' (St. James 
When the desire of evil is once admitted into the soul, the 
begun. The evil may fall like a shadow across the soul, and 
aud grief, yet without sin. The  evil thoughts presented to 
by Satan fell like shadows across the pure brightness of His 
they could not rest there. They were thrown off, as i f  
polished surface, which they could not fasten upon, or tarnish 
They were met by an all-holy will, and from that they 
harmless. Temptations are like evil seed which Satan 
for there are two sowers in the world. B u t  the evil seed no 
entrance into the pure and holy heart, than the good seed into the
hardened heart. When the evil seed finds ever so brief a 
and shoots its first small root into the heart, then there is sin. I t  
most blessed thing to know that temptation is not sin, and that 
tempted. For temptations are often very grievous to 

3. " I f  Thou be the Son of God." Observe how in this 
as well as in that on the pinnacle of the Temple, Satan 
Lord (not only first to distrust in God, and then to false trust 
but also) to make display of His miraculous powers. 'Up to this 
Lord had done no miracle. H e  is now about to show forth to 
His miraculous power. Who else but He would have forborne 
it, if only to make proof of the wondrous gift? Few things in 
life on earth are more wonderful than this namely that 
Himself of almighty power, He calmly refuses to exercise it. 
into the wilderness a heaven-wrought  weapon  which no 
resist, yet He lays it aside. H e  could wield the might of God; 
01 His own will chooses the weakness of Man. " 0  
good Bishop Hall) "none of Thy miracles is more worthy 
"inent than Thy not doing of miracles!" I t  was an 
-that Satan was doubtful of our Lord's real Divine nature at 
desired  to make trial of it. Thus St. Leo, about four 
after Christ, writes as follows of our Lord's temptation: "That i
" r e  mankind from the bonds of deadly transgression, 
! devil's fury the power of His own Majesty, and 
little .e infirmity of our lowlinesq." Whether this be so, or not, 
110 , bImportance. Bu t  one thing is very plain,—that Jesus, 

W u t  all throu0 His life or earth, stedfastly refused 
D d 
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5 And the devil, taking Him up into 
mountain, showed unto Him all the kingdoms of
the world in a moment 

6 And the devil said unto Him, A l l  
03,4111:3012, BL will T give Thee, and the glory of them f o r  
ar 14. .  .  .lto/. 13. 2,7. 1S delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I  will

give it.
2 Or, fait 7  I f  Thou therefore wilt 2 worship me, d,wn be 

8 And Jesus answered and said unto 
thee behind Me, Satan: for it is written, 
worship the Lord thy God, and Him 
t h o u  s e r v e .  D e u t .  6. 13. ik 

9 And he brought Him to Jerusalem, and 
on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto Him, If
Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself 
henc

10 for i t  is written, H e  shall give 
charge over thee, to keep thee:

all mere display of His miraculous power. I l e  did no miracle 
own fano or glory (See on St. Matt, xii. 15.). I n  His encounter with
Satan our Lord will contend as Man, and with none but 
He could have summoned twelve legions of Angels, had He 
swept the hateful tempter from His presence in a moment. 
then could He be our Pattern in fighting, or give us a pledge 
ing, as Ho conquered? He  uses no weapons but those which 
also into our hands. I n  the strength of the Holy Ghost, in 
fisting, in perfect trust in God, and with the "sword of the 
meets the enemy and 

5. " In  a moment of time," This must then have been 
vision created by the tempter, in which the world seemed 
below with its greatest and wealthiest cities and its varied 
people, a picture of all that was great and rich and beautiful. 
but a moment: and may we not turn Satan's vision 
and say, Thus too "the world passeth away, and. the 
(1 St. John ii. 17.)? •

"  To whomsoever I  will I  give i t , "  S o  says he who was "a liar
"from the beginning." The Spirit of truth says, "There is 
"but of God' (Rom, 

8. "Get thee behind Me, Satan." That
this was the end of the temptations is
plain (See Note on St. Matt. iv. 
probably these words—" Get thee 
by St. Luke, since they are not found in
some of the best ancient copies, 
very easily have been u t  in 
by some copyist familiar with 

thew's account. I t  seems 
that St. Luke, instead of 
historical order of the three 
gives them in what may be 
natural order, as advancing 
to higher, this order being the same al
that in St. John's words, "the lust 
"flesh, anil the lust of the eye, 
"pride of life" (1 St. John 



ST. LUKE, IV.

0  D
_lid in  their hands they shall bear thee up A .  
a t any t ime thou dash t h y  foot against allest

P .  91. stone' d  Jesus answering said unto him, I t  1'2 Allal:Ian not tempt the Lord thy God. Deut. 511101
13 And when the devil had ended all 

tiou, he departed from Him d for 
ld John 14.leb. 4. 

14 e  And Jesus returned 9n the power of the A. 
Sp ir it into g Galilee : and there went out a fame 3201 ,of film through all the region round about 
15 And He taught in their e Matt. 4. 

°1°6 And He came to h Nazareth, where 
0.1 rifled. of all.

gh Amcattst 
f \Tr. 

been brought up: and, as His custom was, He went eit.p 

13. F o r  a season." Possibly we may suppose that in the Agony
in Gethsemane Satan again visited our Lord, tempting Him to put
away the cup of  suffering from Him as too bitter to drink (See on
St, Matt. xxvi. 37.). A t  all events, even i f  he could not 
approach our Lord. so closely, Satan wrought his malice through the
Chief Priests and Judas Iscariot.

14-32. O u r  Lord's preaching, and rejection, at
Nazareth.

Compare St. Matt. xiii. 54-58. and St. Mark vi. 1-6.
14. "Jesus returned." Tha t  is, from Judeea, His 

taken place in that province, where St. John the Baptist 
in the 

"In the power of the Spirit." That is, the Holy Spirit, 
descended upon Him in His Baptism (See on St. Matt. iii. 
which dwelt in Him so mightily, for God gave not "the Spirit by
"measure unto Him" (St. John 

15. "Being glorified of all." This must be understood, as 
account of the reception which our Lord met with on His first tour in
Galilee. A  striking exception to this general favour is now about to
be 

16, "Where He had been brought up." How much is 
in these few simple words. A n d  how naturally we long to 
about our Lord during the thirty years of His hidden life 
(See on ii. 42.). All  that we do know is that He lived 
1"1Y life, with. His gentle thoughtful mother, and His 

Galilee." See Note on iv.
"lie came .to Nazareth." It is 

disputed guestton whether this visit toNazarin st. m otls' the same with 
xiii. 54-58, and St. 

There are no doubt 
could, f ,3, but certainly nothing that

•ttki liave occurred on 

occasions. There is no doubt 
Evangelists do not profess, or 
relate all things in the order 
they happened: but in this 
are marks of time, which must 
neglected. Thus in this place it 
to suppose that St. Luke does 
that verse 16 should be 
with what goes before, and 
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A,D. 2s. into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 

lip for 
17 And there was delivered unto Him 

of the prophet Esaias. A n d  when He 
the book, He found the place where it 

18 The Spirit o f  the Lord is upon Me, because

Joseph the carpenter. I t  is even probable that Jesus in 
helped Joseph in  His trade, for His fellow-townsmen asked, 
"this the Carpenter?" (St. Mark vi. 3.). E v e n  o f  His 
displayed in  His humble home, we have nothing distinctly 
but that He was "subject" to those who were called His "parents"
(See on ii. 27.). Ye t  we can scarcely doubt that He who, 
years old, had spoken those solemn words about His 
(11. 49.), musst have continually shown forth more and more that
that Father's business was the one great thing He had come 

"As His custom was." W e  cannot be quite sure in what 
Jews regarded our Lord and His teaching. Possibly He 
as an inspired Prophet. A t  all events He was allowed to teach 
synagogues (See on St. Matt. iv. 23.). H i s  standing up to 
His own desire to address the congregation, and the readiness with
which His desire was complied with showed that His claim 
was publicly allowed (But see St. Mark v. 22. and Acts 

17. "The book of the prophet Esaias."- The Books of the Old
Testament were written out on rolls of parchment, each probably on
a separate roll. The  book of the prophet Isaiah was probably that from
which the lessons of the season were being read, but whether our Lord
read the appointed lesson, or chose the passage for Himself, 
tell. T h e  words, " H e  found the place," would lead us rather to
suppose the latter.

18. "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me," Ste. I n  
(which belong to that latter portion of Isaiah's prophecy which 
full of Christ) the prophet seems to be speaking as the mouthpiece of
the Lord, and not concerning himself. T h e  prophet speaks; 
voice is the voice of One greater than the prophet—even of 
the Anointed. I n  the words, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,"
"the Lord" is plainly used of God the Father, who is often 
"Lord"; for "the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the 
"Lord." S o  "the Loan said unto my Lord" (Ps. cx. I .  St. 
44.), where the first is spoken of the Father, the second of 
Observe St. Peter's words concerning this anointing of the Son 
Father, "God anointed Jesus o f  Nazareth wi th the Holy  Ghost 
(Acts x. 38. Compare also on St. Matt. 

took place very shortly after 
return into Galilee. While in 
xiii. 54. it is equally difficult 
that St. Matthew does not mean to fix
the visit to Nazareth there 
the speaking of the seven 
was at a later time than this. But, i f
we turn to St. Matt. iv. 13, we 
account of our Lord's 

to dwell at Capernaum, and 
naturally answers to verse 31 
chapter, and is indeed 
for by the events here related, 
fror9. St. Matthew alone we 
a hint of this earlier visit 
and thus conclude that the 
tives probably refer to different 
slon
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vie b a t h  a n o i n t e d  M e  t o  p r e a c h  t h e  gospel t o
tte arpt:g1He h a t h  sent  M e  t o  hea l  

to p r e a c h  d e l i v e r a n c e  t o  the  captives,- t e - , 4 '
ci recover ing o f  s i g h t  t o  the  blin.d, t o  set  a t

lliberty them t h a t  a re  bruised,
.-19 t o  preach the  acceptable  year  of' the Lord .

lbai. 01. 20 And He closed the book, and He gave i t
again to the minister, and sat down. And 
of all them that were i n  the 
fastened 
21 And He began to say unto them, 

e i . % 2 .

is this scripture fulfilled in 
22 And all bare Him witness, and k wondered at 

'Anointed Me." Made Me the Christ—the Anointed. Anointing
is the emblem of the pouring out of the 

"The poor." I n  Isaiah i t  is the "meek," by which we 
the poor in spirit are meant in 

19. "The  acceptable year o f  the Lord." T h a t  is, 
time of the Lord's coming to save the world. Observe how 
short in His quotation, not going on to "the day of 
follows in Isaiah. H i s  message as yet is all of mercy 

20. " H e  closed the book," &c. Jesus would close the book by
rolling it up on the piece of wood to which one end of the 
be fastened. H e  then banded i t  to. the "minister"—
whose duty it was to take care of the books, and "sat 
to the custom of Jewish teachers, to begin 

"The eyes of all" &c. N o  doubt these Nazarenes had 
strange reports which must already have, begun to 
the miraculous power and heavenly wisdom of Him who had 
lived among them, probably known chiefly by His 
and retiring modesty. A n d  now, when He appears among them in
His new character and authority, they 

21. "This day" Sze. Only  the opening words are here 
for we cannot suppose the interruption mentioned in the 
took place immediately our Lord had begun to speak. N o  
explained the passage He had read as His text, and showed 
derfully it was fulfilled in Himself.  22. "All bare Him witness," sw. That is, Dare witness 
wisdom and power and eloquence with which He spoke. 
hardly be prepared to receive His application of the 
to Himself as true. Ye t  His "gracious words" impressed 
and filled them with wonder when they remembered His 

18. "Recovering of sight" &e. 
ferences between this passage 
are easily accounted for, partly by the
tract that, although our 
ead the text from the Hebrew, yetSt. o , writing- in Greek, quotes i t
In the Greek Translation then 

known as the 'Septuagint'; 
by the fact that the 
seek to convey the sense, rather 
exact words, of the passages 
(For a remarkable instance of 
practice compare Ephesians v. 14. with
Isaiah 
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A. D. 25. the gracious words which proceeded out o f  nis

I John 6. 42. mouth. A n d  they said, I s  not this 
23 And He said unto them, Ye will 

unto Me this proverb, Physician, heal Thyself: 
Matt. 4.13. soever we have heard clone in m Capernaum, 

23 here in Thy 
n John 4. 41. 9 4  And He said, Verily I  say unto you, No 

phet is accepted in His 
01 Kin. 17.9. 25  But I  tell you of a truth, °many 
& 18. 1.  James 5.17. in Israel in the days of Elias, when the 

shut up three years and six months, 
famine was throughout all the land;

26 but unto none of them was Elias 
unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a  
was a 

2 Bin. 5.14. 2 7  P And many lepers were in Israel in 
of Eliseus the prophet; and none o f  
cleansed, saving Naaman 

so that a murmur ran through the people, " Is  not this 
Observe the witness borne to His manner by the officers sent 
Him (St. John 

23. " Ye  wi l l  surely say" 86e. Jesus knew their thoughts, and pu t
them into words for them. B y  "Physician, heal Thyself," 
Thou doest miracles elsewhere; do  miracles now here, so as to

'prove Thy words and gain 
" I n  Capernaum." The  only miracle we know of as performed in

Capernaum before this time was the healing of the 
(St. John iv. 46-54. See Note on St. Matt. iv. 12.). Our 
of healing however were so numberless that we may well 
were 

24. " N o  prophet is accepted" 84e. Because the man is considered
rather than the office (See on St. Matt. 

25. "Many widows" &o. Our Lord proceeds to show 
two instances in which prophets, not being honoured in 
country, conferred their blessings on strangers. I t  was not to 
itish widow that Elijah was sent; i t  was not an Israelitish 
Elisha 

27. "Eliseus." The Greek form of the name Elisha, as Elias of
Elijah, Sarepta of Zarephath. I t  is observable that our hord 
notable instances praised the faith of those who were strangers to
Israel in a manner which might well put to shame those of 
country; saying to the woman of Canaan, " 0  woman, great is 
(St. Matt. xv. 28.), and to the Centurion, " I  have not found 
"faith, no, not in 

25. "Three years and six 
pare St. James v. 17.) I n  1 Kings 
it is said that the drought ceased 
"third year"; but it must 

nued some time Wore Elijah 
to go to the widow of Sarepta, so that
there is no difficulty in regard 
length 
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28 And a l l  they i n  the synagogue, when they 

heard these things, were filled 
29 and rose up, and thrust Him out of the city,

and led Him unto tire 2 ie brow of the hi l l  whereon 
their city was built,  that  they might cast Him
ciown 

30 But He q passing through the midst of them" John 
& 10. _at His way,

Went and r came down to Capernaum, a city of Ga- r 
Mark tiee and taught them on the 

3i  And they were astonished at His doctrine: 8for a 
2His word was Titus 

33 I f  And i n  the synagogue there was a  man, 
which had a  spirit of an unclean devil, 
out with a 

34 saying, 3Let us alone; what have we to do with 
Thee, Thou Jesus of Nazareth? ar t  Thou come to

4destroy us t  I know Thee who Thou ar t ;  u  the •?
UTPe.sil 16 .  10 .Holy One of God. D a n .  ch. 

28. "Filled with wrath." Because they understood 
meaning, and knew that He was rebuking them for their 
hardness 

29. "Rose up,  and thrust Him out." Thus  was H e  
"and rejected of men (Isaiah liii. 3.). " H e  came unto 
"and His own received Him not" (St. John i. 11.). We 
that the Jews rose up full of wrath against St. Paul, when 
of being sent to the Gentiles saying, "Away with such a 
"the earth for  it is liot fit that he should live" (Acts xxii. 

"The brow of the shill." Nazareth was built on a range 
and near to it is a cliff or precipice, thirty or forty feet high,
less that over which they purposed to cast Jesus down. 
rage of the Nazarenes is very fearful. May it not teach us 
actual hatred of Christ we may come if we have been very 
Him—in His word, and Church, and Sacraments,—and yet 
learnt truly to love Him and believe 

30. "Passing through the midst." B y  a miracle, 
Himself invisible, and so escaping their wrath (See on xxiv. 
St, John v. 13. and 

31. "Down to Capernaum." Nazareth being on a hill, 
11,almi on the border of the Lake, it was natural to speak of 
(For Capernaum see on St. Matt. 

33-37, T h e  casting out of a devil in 
at 
St. Mark i, 

82. "Ilis word was with rower." See on St. Matt. vii. 



ST. LUKE, IV.
A. P.28. 3 5  And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy

ueqce and come out of him. A n d  when rhad thrown him in the midst, he came out 
and hurt 

36 And they were all amazed, and 
themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with
authority and power He commandeth 
spirits, and they 

37 And the fame of Him went out 
place of the country 

38 I f  And He arose out of the 
entered into Simon's house. A n d  Simon 
mother was taken with a great fever; and 
sought Him 

39 And He stood over her, and rebuked 
and i t  left her: and immediately she arose and
ministered 

40 Now when the sun was setting, all they that
had any sick with divers diseases brought them
unto Him; and He laid His hands on every one of
them, and 

x Mark 3. 4 1  X And devils also came out of  many, crying
out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son 

Y ver. 34, 35. And Y He rebuking them suffered them not 
2 Or, that they speak: for they knew that He 
knew 
to be 42 ¶  And when i t  was day, He departed and

35. "Hurt him not." S o  when Satan departs from the sinner
whom he has held in his power, the struggle may be fierce, 
pain great, yet he will have no power really to hurt him.

38-41.  T h e  healing of  St. Peter's mother-in-law,
and others.

St. Matt. viii. 14-17. S t .  Mark i. 29-34.
38. " A great fever." T h a t  is, a very severe 
41. " T h o u  a r t  Christ the Son  o f  God." T h e  devils not  only

knew Christ, but were also constrained to give utterance to  their
knowledge (See on. St. Mark i. 

42—.44. Christ retires to pray, and preaches throughout
Galilee.

St. Mark i. 
42. "When it was day." As soon as day 



ST. LUKE, V.
at into a desert place: and the people sought A. 

and came unto Him, and stayed Him, that
s'hould not depart 

1463 And He said unto them, I  must 
ingdo of God. to other cities also: k

all' I 
44 And He preached in the synagogues 

CHAPTER V.
, a r i a  teacheth the people out of Peter:s ship: 4  in a 

of fishes, sheweth how lie will make him and his partners fishers 
12. cleanseth the leper: 16 prayeth in the wilderness: 18 hetileth one sick of
the Pal": 27 cage& Matthew the publican: 29 eateth with 
being the Physician o f  souls 3 4  foretelleth the fastinos 
(If the apostles after his ascension: 36 and likeneth fainthearted 
disciples to old bottles and 

A N D  i t  came to pass, that, as the 
upon Him to hear the word of God, 

by the lake of 

St. Mark " a  great while before day,"—which may mean a 
before the beginning of the ordinary working day, which began, as with
us, at six o'clock in the morning.

"The people." L e d ,  as St. Mark shows, by Simon Peter 
disciple

"Stayed Him." T h a t  is, they tried to stay Him, praying Him to
remain with them.

CHAPTER V.
1-11. T h e  f i rs t  miraculous draught  o f  fishes, 

calling o f  S t .  Peter a n d  t h e  Sons o f  Zebedee f rom
their trade.

St. Matt. iv. 18-22. St .  Mark i. 16-20. Compare the 
in St. John xxi. 1-14,  and. the Parable in St. Matt. xiii.17-50.

1. " H e  stood. by the lake" &c. This was a favourite place of our
Lord. I t  was on the shore of  this lake that the seven parables of
St. Matt. xiii. 

1. "71 came to pass," &c. Some 
held that this event is a 
from that related by St. Matthew and
St. Nark in the passages 
to. Certainly this account is not only
pinch fuller than the others, 
ingly.different in some 
ever it is very improbable that what is
recorded in 10, 11, which 
to St. Matt. iv. 19, 20, and St. 
17,18, could have occurred on r occasions. The main difficulties in
EuPposing the three accounts to 

of the same thing are—i. that
Matthew and St. Mark do 
the miracle here related, 

represent the Apostles as 
2 that St. Mark relates the healing of
the man with the unclean spirit 
synagogue at Capernaum as 
immediately after this call of 
men, while St. Luke relates 
(namely in iv. 31-36.). I t  
so continually the case 
events are related by the 
gelists, and different particulars of the
same event, that, though the omission of
the miracle in St. Matthew and 
may seem strange, i t  cannot 
plex us; and as to the 
thc Evangelists most clearly do 
at giving the events they relate 
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2 nna saw two ships Hi anding by the lake : but
tho lishormon wore gone out of them, 
washing Moir leis.

3 And l o  entered inio ono of the 
was Simon', and prayed him that ho would thrust
Out a little from the land. And  Ito sat 
taught iho peopio out of tho

4 Now whoa l ie had loft speaking, He 
Simon, Launch . out into the deep, and 
your nets for 

5 And Simon answerin said unto 
wo have toiled all the night, and. have 
thing: nevertheless at Thy word I  will 
the 

And when they had this done, they inclosed a
great multitude of fishes: and their 

2. "The fishermen." Not  yet called Apostles, for though two of
them at any rate had already been called to be disciples (See 
i. 40-43.), they had not yet been called to leave their trade and to
follow Christ 

"Washing their nets." This implies that their work for the time
was 

3. "He entered into one" &c. So when He spoke the 
bles (St. Matt. xiii. 2.) He sat in a ship while the people stood 
shore. The ship would be thrust only a few yards from the 
sufficiently to keep the people from pressing 

4. "Launch out" &c. O u r  Lord's first important act 
who were to be the nearest to Himself was the same as 
was almost His last (See St. John xxi.), and in each He makes His
miracle a parable, teaching His Apostles wonderful 
His Church. •

5. "waster," &c. The word "Master," together with 
expectation of a miracle in the words, "Nevertheless at Thy word" 
show that St. Peter was already a disciple of our Lord (See 
Night was usually the best time for fishing, yet the 
nothing ti l l  Christ came. So  Christ's ministers will labour 
however hopeful their labour may seem, except Christ be 
"Except the Lord build the house, their labour is but lost 
" i t"  (Ps. 

6. "They inclosed" &c. I t  has been often asked whether 
a miracle of Omnipotence or of Omniscience, of power or 
that is, whether the Lord compelled the fish to come to the 
knowing where the fish were, guided the fishermen to the spot. I t  is in
vain to ask, or to try to answer, such a question. Either opinion is

exact order, and here St. Luke 
the healing of the man with 
spirit in the synagogue before 
place in the history (for St. 
clearly that it was (liter the call 

fishermen), probably because in 
sage following the Temptation Mat
the remainder of ch. iv.) he is 
speaking o f  our Lord's visits to the
"synagogues of 



S .  L U K t ,  v .

pl And they beckoned unto 
in W h i c h  A .  the other ship, that they should 

Wel' them, A n d  they came, and filled 
hie,iliPq so that they began 
5"8-4lien Simon Peter saw it, he fell down 

saying, a Depart from me; for I  am a sinful a 
1 Kings

kne
17. m a l l ,  0  L o r d .

-9 For be was astonished, and all that were with
him, at the draught of the fishes which 
take

10 and so was also James, and John, 
of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. A n d
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; 
thou shalt 

11 And when they had brought their ships to
land, b they forsook all, and. followed Him. b  Arat. 

ch. 18. 

perfectly lawful, but it is better not to seek to be wise above 
is written. Ye t  it is written of the Lord by the prophet, 
"Him to have dominion over the works of Thy Hands; Thou 
all things under His Feet; .  the fowl of the air, and the fish of

"the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the 
viii. 

"Their net brake." Literally was breaking', that is, just 
point of breaking, or beginning to break. (For  a spiritual 
of this and other parts of the miracle see on St. John 

8. "Depar t  f rom m e ; "  Sze. I t  is most natural for the sinful soul to
shrink from the presence of the Al l -holy. A  consciousness 
nearness and power and purity will at first make the sinner 
fear will often lead to love, and Simon Peter soon found by 
experience that "perfect love casteth out fear" (1 St. John 

9. "A l l  that were with him." Among whom was his 
Andrew (See St. Matth. 

10. "Fear not." This was Christ's comforting answer to 
"Depart from me." When the shrinking from Christ springs 
self-accusing self-condemning spirit, then He cheers and 
bids us "Fear not."

"From henceforth" &e. This is spoken here in the singular to
St. Peter. I n  St. Matthew and St. Mark it is spoken in the plural 
the four disciples. I t  is easy to understand that our Lord. 
thus addressed St. Peter first, and then have made known to 
that His words equally applied to them. We may be sure 
passed than is related, The Evangelists continually give only 
line of that which they record. How would St. Peter be 
this miracle and its promise in the miraculous ingathering 
thousand souls on the day of Pentecost (Acts 

11. "They forsook all," &e. This alone proves that 
il‘e'oIdLto Simon Peter were not His only words on the 

ne similarly invited all them l i k e d e s c r i b i n g  the work in 
manner to all. They were all to be "fishers 



S. LUKE, V.
A. P. 28. 1 2  49- And i t  came to pass, when He was in a

certain city, behold a  man full of leprosy: who
seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought Him,
saying, Lord, i f  Thou wilt, Thou canst 
clea

13 And He put forth His hand, and 
saying, I  will: be thou clean. A n d  
the leprosy departed 

14 And He charged him to tell no man: 
and shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy

"Lev. 14.4, cleansing, C according as Moses commanded, for a
10, 21, testimony 

15 But so much the more went there 
d Matt. 4. 25. abroad of Him: d and great multitudes 
Mark John 6.2. ther to hear, and to be healed by Him of their

infirmitie
e Matt. 14. 23. 16  e And He withdrew Himself into Ma

ness, and 
A.D.29. 1 7  IF And i t  came to pass on a certain 

He was teaching, that• there were Pharisees and
doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out
of every town of Galilee, and Juda,  

12 1 6 .  Healing of a Leper.
St. Matt. viii. 2-4. St. Mark i. 40-45.

15. " S o  much the more" Svc. " F a m e "  means a  repor t . '  T h e
miracle was noised about, and much talked of. S t .  Mark tells us this
was owing to the conduct of the man who had 

"To hear, and to be healed." Probably this refers to 
came to Him in the "desert places," for in the town 
were so great as to be a serious hindrance (See St. Mark i. 
the latter flocked together from idle curiosity, and not " to  hear and
"to be healed." The  following our Lord into the wilderness was a
pledge of 

17-26. Healing of  the Paralytic man a t  Capernaum.
St. Matt. ix. 1-8. St. Mark ii. 1-12.

17. "Come out of every town" itc. The fame of Jesus 
spread far and wide. The Phariees and doctors (See on ii. 
to hear and see Him, their enmity not as yet aroused by 
of their pride and hypocrisy, and by the disappointment of 
tation of a temporal deliverer. Ye t  is their doubt and jealousy 
-Lord shown in their very posture; for "while the multitude 
"ing Him with every sign o f  amazement and fear, they are sitting
"by and watching Him" (Is, 



Sp. LURE, V.

si w a s  present to A.D.
',era  And, t h e  w i t h  l. behold men brought i n  a  bed a  man

was t a k e n  a  palsy : and they1
sougwleliacnli

bring him in, and to lay 
And when t h e  iy could not find by 

kiii-ey might bring him n  because of the multitude
they went upon the .housetop, and let 
throtigh the t i l ing with his couch into the midst
befo Jesu

20 And when He saw their faith, He said unto
himMan, thy sins are ,

21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to
ireason, saying, Who s  this which 

f 3 2 .  5..plielnieS ? f  Who can forgive "sins, but P
- 22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He '64"° '
answering said unto them, What reason ye in your
hearts

23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins 
thee; or  to say, Rise up and walk?

24 But that ye may know that the Son 
hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (He 
the sick of the palsy,) I  say unto thee, 
take up thy couch, and go into 
- 25 And immediately he rose up before 
took up that whereon he lay, and departed 
own house, 

"The power of the Lord" 8&c. That is, the power of 
in His Son. This power was "present to heal them"—that 
the Pharisees and doctors, but the poor sufferers who 
to be healed. The Scribes and Pharisees indeed had sore 
healing, but they knew it not. They thought themselves whole, 
no need of the Physician (See 31, and on St. Matt. 

19. "Through the tiling." Perhaps the most natural 
this is that which supposes our Lord to have been in a 
an upper room, or the room of a one-storied house, and not in a 
as would be found in houses of a better sort, and that the 
carried the poor paralytic actually broke away some of the tiles 
which covered the roof, and also a part of the ceiling over 
head, which may have been merely boarded 

25. "Departed." We can easily suppose that the 
was a bar to the poor man's being carried into Christ's 
FLOW make way for him, as for one supremely honoured and blest. A l l
eyes would be upon him; all would be silent with awe as 
along carrying his mattress, and glorifying God, who had 
IllereY upon both soul 
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26 And they were all amazed, and 

God, and were filled with fear, saying, 
seen strange things 

27 ¶ And after these things He went 
saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at 
of custom: and He said unto him, 

28 And be left all, rose up, and 
29 And Levi made Him a great feast in 

g ch. 111. house: and g there was a great company 
and of others that sat down 

30 But  their scribes and 
against His disciples, saying, Why do ye 
drink with publicans 

31 And Jesus answering said unto 
that are whole need not a physician; but 
are 

h lTim.1.15. 32  h I came not to call the righteous, 
to 

33 ¶ And they said unto Him, Why do 

27-32. The Calling and Feast of St. Matthew.
St. Matt. ix. 9-13. St. Mark ii. 13-17.

27. "Saw." The original word means much more than simply 
It is rather, He looked earnestly upon' (See on St. Matt. 

28. "Left all." This is named only in this Gospel, though 
understood in the others. St.  Matthew gave up all earthly riches to
receive "an hundredfold now," "and in the world to 
"life" (See on St. Mark x. 28-30.).

30. "Why do ye" &e. But especially, as we see from the other
Gospels, your Master. The Pharisees thought men professing 
holiness were inconsistent in suffering the presence of 
sinners. They needed indeed to learn the meaning of the words, " I
"will have mercy and not 

33-39. Discourse upon Fasting.
St. Matt. ix. 14-17. St. Mark ii. 18-22.

33._" They said." That is, the Scribes and Pharisees (300. 
thew says the disciples of John asked this question. S t .  
this seeming difference by saying that both asked Tha
the disciples of St. John the Baptist should appear here on 
of the Pharisees against Christ seems strange; but we 
that there is no unfriendly opposition spoken of. I n  this one 
practice the strictness of St. John's life and teaching made 
join with the Pharisees in asking for an explanation of our 
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le of John fast often, and make •

i2ewise the disciples of the Pharisees; 
drink

61:3t4anAnd He said unto them, Can ye make the
, o f  the bridechamber fast, while hildre-wow is 
g 35 But the days will come, when 
chan be taken away from them, and then shall

ithey fast n  
3-6 And He spake also a parable unto them; No

wan putteth a piece of a new garment upon 
'f otherwise, then both the new maketh a 
lthe piece that was taken out of the new 
with the 

37 And no man puttetli new wine into 
else the new wine wil l  burst :the bottles, and be
spilled, and the bottles 

A. D. 

severe rule of life. I t  has been suggested as possible that the feast in
St. Matthew's house took place upon a day observed as a fast 
disciples of St. John the Baptist and 

"Make prayers." That is, prayers of unusual length, and 
hours. The aim of the Pharisee was to spend so much time 
the Christian would "pray without ceasing," living in the spirit of
prayer. The Pharisee strictly observed his appointed fasts. 
seeks to be "temperate in all things." I n  saying this i t  is 
that Christ would discourage in His followers either stated hours of
prayer, or stated fasts such as the Church enjoins. Only 
discourage the formal observance of such, and show, as in the case of
the observance of the sabbath, that ordinances, good in 
be governed by the higher laws of a more 

36. " A  piece o f  a new garment." S t .  Matthew and St. Mark have
"a piece of new cloth." I n  the "garment" we get a new idea, for it
teaches us whence the "new cloth" is taken. The  "new garment" is
the Gospel, and the piece taken from i t  represents any portion 
spirit of the Gospel, which it is attempted to blend. with the 

"Both the new maketh a rent."  T h a t  is,  as i n  the  two former
Gospels, by its strength and firmness pulling away and tearing the
weak material into which it is sewn. But these words might 
better translated, H e  both rendeth the new,' that is, he 
Spoils the new garment, out of which the piece was taken, 
Without improving the old, since the two agree 

37* " N e w  wine in to  o ld  bottles." T h i s  pictures t h e  attempt to
Pour the free spirit of the Gospel into the forms and ceremonies 
Law. nobler w e r e  only for a time, and to educate God's people 

manhood of Christianity. k  ebser , neither needs, nor can ma a  life of faith and 
If Wean interpret vranc es, upon which the Jew reliedfeogceceopi; the.system 

e nterpret do,) of t a n c e
allowable 

(as many- do, and as it is 
pound rather than a  ordinances, then the 'turning 
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A. P. 23. 3 8  But new wine must be put into 

and both are 
39 No man also having drunk old. 

way desireth new f o r  he saith, The old 
CHAPTER VI.

1 Christ reproreth the Pharisees' blindness about the observation 
sabbath, by scripture, reason, and miracle: .13 0o.oseth 
17 healeth the diseased: 20 preacheth to Ms disciples before 
of blessings and curses: 27 how we must love our enemies: 46 
the obedience of good works to the hearing of the word: lest in 
day of temptation we fall like an house built upon the face of 
without any 

AND i t  came to pass on the second 
the first, that He went through the 

and His disciples plucked the ears o f  
did eat, rubbing them in 

that it is vain to expect those clinging to a religion of ceremonies 
the Galatians) to possess the spiritual life and freedom of 
covenant. I f  they once really embrace the new, the old 
away. May we not apply this figure to those in these days 
been brought up in ignorance, or having lived in sin, have 
embraced some portion of Christian truth, but, being unable 
to that truth its proper place and proportion, have carried it, 
been carried by it, into foolish extremes, hurtful to their 
The new wine is too strong for the 

38. "  New bottles." I f  the "new wine" is the new 
spirit of the Gospel (See on St. Matt.), then we may gather 
verse that some ordinances are needful for the preservation 
of this spirit. Bu t  these ordinances must be such as agree 
new spirit. Christ does not say, the new wine will need no 
all, but, "New wine must be put into 

Taking the bottles of persons, it has been well remarked that 
Jews said. mockingly, we may say in a true sense of 
by God's grace,—" These men are full of new wine" (Acts ii. 
the "new wine" of the blessed Spirit 

39. "No man also" &c. This (which is only found in 
gives the reason why the Pharisees and the Baptist's 
not understand the freedom from ceremonial restraints 
Jesus and His disciples acted. These complainers had drunk 
wine of the Law, and they could scarcely be expected all at once 
the greater merit of the new wine of the Gospel. They said, 4t is better." But  those who have really tasted the new, 
provides, say, "Thou last kept the good wine until U. 

1-5. T h e  plucking of corn on the Sabbath.
St. Matt. xii. 1-8. St. Mark ii. 23-28.

1. " O n  the second sabbath after the f i r s . "  I n  the Greek 
simply, On the second-first sabbath.' I t  is unknown what 
Various suggestions have been made. Among these one of 
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2  And certain why t h _  ie 

d° ye thata said unto them, 
bbath days? s  not lawful to do on the a Ex. 

sa  3 A ld Jesus answering them said, Have ye not
l'",aina d  so much as this, b what David did, when him- b 9 1  ts:if was an hungred, and they which were 

4 how he went into the house of  God, and did
take and eat the shewbread, and gave also 
that were with him; wh ich  i t  is not lawful to eat G L. 
but for the 
5 And He said unto them, That the Son 

is Lord also of 
6  d  And i t  came t o  pass also on another d See 

sabbath, that He entered into the synagogue and 
taught: and there was a  man whose 
was 
7 And the scribes and Pharisees watched Him,

whether He would heal on the sabbath day ; that
they might find an accusation 
8 But He knew their thoughts, and said 

man which had the withered hand, Rise 
stand forth in the midst. A n d  he arose 
fort
9 Then said Jesus unto them, I  will ask 

thing; Is it lawful on the sabbath days to 
or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it?
10 And looking round about upon them all, He

said unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And
he did so: and his hand was restored whole as
the 
11 And they were filled with madness; 

muned one with another what they might do to
Jes

is that certain sabbaths were called 'first' or chief' sabbaths, 
this was the second of such chief sabbaths. A s  the year 
the Passover, the sabbath of the Paschal-week would be the 
sabbath (See on St. John xix. 31.), and. probably the sabbath 
Pentecost or feast of First-fruits, would be the second. 
accord with the fact that the corn was ripe in 

641. Heal ing of the man with the 
St. Matt. xii. 9.-14. St. Mark iii. 1--6. Compare also xiv. 

11. "  Madness." T h a t  is, a senseless rage 
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ST. LUKE, VI.
A. P. 25. 1 2  11" °And i t came to pass in those days, 

e Matt. 11.•):3. \vent out inth a mountain to pray, 
all night in prayer 

13 And when i t  was day, Ho called unto /rim
His disciples : and of them He chose 
also IIo named 

f John 1. 42. 1 4  Simon, (-whom Ho also named 
Andrew his brother, James and John, 
Bartliolome

15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son 
p lus ,  and Simon 

16 and Judas g the brother of James, 
Iscariot, which also was the traitor.

17 I f  And He came down with them, 
in the plain, and the company of His disciples, 

12-16 .  C a l l i n g  o f  the Twe lve  Apostles.
St. Matt. x. 1-4 .  S t .  Mark iii. 13-19.

12. "A l l  night in. prayer." Can we contemplate our 
thus spending the whole night in prayer, and feel no shame 
think of the short space we allot to the same holy intercourse with our
heavenly Father? A n d  let us remember, we need prayer h i  
in which He could never need i t ;  f o r  we are sinners, and 
without sin (Sea on St. Matt. 

13. " H e  chose twelve." T h e  chief of them 
one a  publican, a l l  from the lower ranks o f  life. T h e s e  princes
of the kingdom of  heaven were not "wise men after the 
"fl ighty," nor "noble," for "  God hath chosen the foolish things 
"world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the 
"o f  the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
" things of the world, and things which are despised, bath 
"yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are"
(1 Cor. i. 26-28.).

"He named apostles." T h e  word 'Apostle' means sent 
answers to  our word 'missionary,' except that, o f  course, the title
Apostle ' implies the high dignity of one sent forth by 

and appointed by Him to be a missionary founder of 

17-49.  T h e  Sermon on the Mounts
St. 

17-20.  Introduction.
St. Matt. v. 

.17. " I n  the plain." Literally on a level 
17-19. The question whether St. Luke I or relating a  different is here giving n brief summary of the been much discussed, 

kernion on the Mount cSt. Matt. v—vii), always temaiii art Opoti 
F t



ST. LUKE) VI;
reat multitude of people out of all Judma and 

g salmi., and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, 
/ehich came to hear Him, and to be healed 
,._eas
cuss and they that were vexed with 

ld theY were 
-1119 d  the whole multitude sought to touch Matt. 
}rim: for k there went virtue out of Him, and healed 
W O  a l l .

2 A n d  He lifted up His eyes on 
and said, Blessed be ye poor f o r  your's is thel 

James 2.5.kingdom 

19. "Vi r tue. "  T h a t  is, healing power (See on St Mark 

2 0 - 2 3 .  T h e  Beatitudes.
St. Matt. v. 

2 0. "  Be l i fted 1.11? His eyes." F i x ing  on His disciples an intent
and earnest gaze, to rivet their attention, before He " opencd 
"and taught them" (See on St. Matt. 

"Blessed be ye poor." A s  "the poor" in iv. 18. is 
referring to Isaiah, where we read " the  meek," so here "ye poor"
ig explained by referring to St. Matthew, where we read. " the poor in
"spirit." S t i l l  the thought of earthly poverty is not to be 
since the "poor" in  this verse is opposed to the "r ich" in 
and the latter can hardly refer only to a spiritual state. 
however remember that earthly poverty has no blessing apart 
poverty of spirit.

which different opinions may 
We need not however feel 
ficulty in accepting the two 
different versions of the 
if we remember two things : —1.. That
throughout the Gospels the object 
inspired Evangelists is plainly 
"much to confine our minds to 
" of words, as i f  they were or could be
," a full exponent of 
"as to declare what was in the mind of
"Christ. The Holy Spirit 
" the Evangelists knew what was in
"Christ's mind, and by presenting the
" same substantial truth 
:̀ stantial varieties, and in 
of view, He has given a 

" of that mind than if He bad i t  •

view only" (Wordsworth. See 
ok§t. Matt. viii. 25.). 2. That 
gelts, writing for different classes of
readers, would be led to select of our,19}L_ e s  teaching most needful for
ir'S whom they bad in view. 
".e Present i  stotc„k, ease it s easily seen that

-4.aunew gives, and St. 

various matters which 
suitable to 

A difficulty has been raised 
words "stood in the plain" (17.), 
certainly seem at first sight 
St. Matthew's statement that 
was sitting upon a mountain. 
difficulty vanishes when we look 
4-reek, and find that what 
the plain" is literally 'a  

and would quite naturally mean a flat
space upon the hill side, such 
be most suitable for His purpose, 
which He would descend from 
part of  the mountain, where He had
spent the night in prayer, 
He had called up His Apostles. While,
as to the standing and sitting, 
does not say that Jesus stood 
taught, but only while 
came to Him to be healed, 
He would probably find a spot slightly
raised above the 'level place; where lie
could, according to the 
sit down to address 
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ST. LUKE, VI.
21 m Blessed are ye that hunger now: for 

be filled. n  Blessed are ye that weep now: for 
shall 

22 ° Blessed are ye, when men shall hate 
when they P shall separate you from 
and shall reproach you, and cast out your 
evil, for the Son of 

23 q Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
behold, your reward is great in heaven: for rin th
like manner did their fathers unto 

24 cif 9 But woe unto you t that are rich! for 
have received your 

21. " Ye  that hunger." Here  again St. Matthew speaks 
hunger, and of that is the Beatitude most ful ly and eternally true.
Yet again the thought of  a lowly worldly estate with the patient
endurance of privations need not be shut out. T h e  shadow has its
blessedness as well as the substance. I s  it not true that they 
experience of bodily hunger are the most likely to crave for 
venly 

"Ye  that weep." Again, all sorrow may be blest. " T h e y  
" in  tears" may, i f  they will, "reap in joy.' B u t  of all sorrow spiritual
sorrow-that  is, sorrow for sin- i s  the most surely and the most richly
bles

22. " W h e n  men shall  hate you , "  &e. Observe  well, a l l  this must
be " for  the Son of man's sake," or i t  misses the blessing. There  is
a self-chosen persecution which i s  wilfulness, and a  self-inflicted
martyrdom which is pride. I t  has been well pointed out what dignity
and greatness our Lord claims in these words " for  the Son 
"sake." I t  is blessed even to suffer for Him.

2 4 - 2 6 .  W o e s  corresponding to  the Beatitudes.
24. " W o e  u n t o  y o u  t h a t  a re  r i c h ! "  T h e  beatitudes a n d  woes

stand over against one another like Mount M a l  and Gerizim, from
which the blessings and the cursings were read aloud to 
(See Dent. xi. 29. Josh. viii. 33, 34.). B y  the " r i ch "  here 
understood those "that trust in riches" (St. Mark x. 24. See on 
xix. 23.). I t  is plain that the "r ich" does not naturally suggest to 
those who are proud and self-satisfied i n  spirit- t h e  opposite to the
"poor in, spirit" -but must signify those possessing and trusting in
actual worldly riches; which is the reason why it is said above 
that the thought of worldly poverty must not be shut out 
of the blessedness of the "poor."

"Ye have received your consolation." N o  better comment on

24. "  But woe" &e. S t .  Luke gives
only four 'beatitudes' instead of the
eight of St. Matthew, but adds four 
which St. Matthew does not give. This
is the most important variation 
whole discourse. I t  is quite 

suppose that our Lord 
each beatitude, as He spoke 
the opposite truth to it in the shape of
these woes', for we need 
that St. Matthew's longer 
cords all our Lord spoke on 



ST. LUKE,
Woe unto you that are ful l !  fo r  ye shall A. 

Y Woe unto you that laugh flow! for ye hunger.shall mourn and w e e p . P r o v .  
26 z Woe unto you, when all men shall speak z .7.)111.1 

well of you! fo r  so did their fathers to the false 
prophe

27 a  But I  say unto you which hear, Love your 
Prov. enemies, do good to them which 
Rom. 

these words can be found than that which our Lord gives in 
of the Rich man and Lazarus (See on xvi. 25.). They  are like the
words "They have their reward," spoken of the hypocrites who 
religious acts to be seen of men (St. Matt. vi. 2, 5, 16.). 
the praise of men, and. they got it. S o  the rich sought the 

iof earthly riches, and they got t .  Ye t  we cannot but reflect 
was that reward, when won, and how hollow this 
received (See St. James v. 1-3.).

25. "You that are full !" Scc. Again, what comment on 
like the Parable o f  the Rich man and Lazarus? H e  that "fared
"sumptuously every day" craved a drop of cold water to cool 
tongue. God hath indeed "filled the hungry with good things, 
"rich He hath sent empty 

"You that laugh." T h i s  is no condemnation of innocent 
light-heartedness, but only of the godless merriment of 
"A man's attire, and excessive laughter, and gait, show what he is"
(Ecclus. 

26. " W h e n  all men shall speak well of  you." W e  must 
that these woes', as well as the rest of the discourse, 
at any rate in the first instance, to the disciples, warning 
through them warning the Church, against states of 
Thus this fourth woe should be a  special warning to al l  Christian
ministers against the peril of popularity. There is a 
which the Christian wil l  seek to keep, between courting 
(See on 22.) and courting popularity. I f  pride and obstinacy 
on one side, on the other side there may be a carelessness as to the
truth, an easy compliance with the low standard of the world, a
shrinking from duties which would be unpopular in their 
The right course is humbly to seek to know and to do God's will, not
Oil the one side needlessly offending a weak brother, nor on 
side shrinking from -what is right through fear 

"The false prophets." W h o  cried, "Peace, peace, when 
"no peace" (Jer. vi. 14. vii i. 11. Ezek. ' i i i .  10.). M a r k  the terrible
description given b y  Jeremiah o f  a time o f  great wickedness and
degradation :—" A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the
" land ; the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their
" means ; and My people love to have i t  so' (Jer. 
27-36, T h e  Law a  Love and the Law of Retaliation.

St. Matt. v. 38-48.
27. I t  is plain, if we compare this with selecting parts here and there of  out

St. Matthew, that there is a great break 
between the last verse and this, 



ST. LUKE, VE
A. D. 28. 2 8  bless them that curse you, and b pray n

b ch. 23. 34. which despitefully use you. a
Acts 7.60. 2 9  And unto him that smiteth thee on 

cheek offer also the other; C and him 
away thy choke forbid not to take thy 

d Dolt. 15.7, 3 0  d Give to every man that asketh of 
llrov. 21.26. of him that taketh away thy goods ask 

agai
31 And as ye would that men should do 

do ye also to 
32 For i f  ye love them which love 

thank have ye? for sinners also love those 
the
33 And i f  ye do good to them which do 

you, what thank have ye? for sinners also 
the 

34 And i f  ye lend to them of whom ye 
receive, what thank have ye? for sinners 
to sinners, to receive as 

35 But e love ye your enemies, and do 
fiend, hoping for nothing again; and 
shall be great, and ye shall be the children 
Highest: for He is kind unto the 
to the 

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your 
is 

C 1 Cor. 

6 ver. 
f ver. Ps. 37. 

• • • = 1 . M I N I M I I M 1 1 . 0 1 1 • 1 1 • M O M

37 ¶  Judge not, and ye shall not 
condemn not, and ye shall not 
forgive, and ye shall 

30. " O f  him that taketh away thy goods" &c. T h i s  does not
seem to refer so much to actual stealing as to any wrongful 
which we may suffer loss. A  man is very apt to think and 
of his rights, and to profess that be is bound to stand up for 
and not to suffer his rights to be trampled upon. But  let 
ask, What is his right.? Is it not to show mercy, and love, 
nee, and forgiveness? Le t  him stand up for this right, and 
do 

32. "What thank have ye P" This is the same as 
"have ye?" (St. Matt. v.46.), and "What glory is it?" (1 St. Pet. 
and means 'Ye are doing nothing meritorious nothing to 

37-42. Charity and Wisdom in dealing 
St. Matt. vii. 1-6.



S .  L U K E ,  V T.

c.c g give, and i t  shall be given -unto you ; good 
pressed down, a n d  shaken together, and  g Prov. 

1111 ling over, shall men give into your h bosom. h Ps. 
rat' i with the same measure that ye mete withal it i =mark - F o r"s 41 be measured to you again. J  allICS 

39 And He spake a parable unto them, k Can the k 3Intt. 
laid lead the blind s h a l l  they not both fall into

I I a t t .  10. 94.
t h e  d i t c h  J o h n  13. le.

40 1 The disciple is  not above his master: b u t  & 2 Or, 
ever a sy one 2 that is perfect shall be as his master m a s t " .

38. "Good measure, pressed down," &e. T h i s  is a  beautiful
a r e c o r d e d  in  this Gospel only. T h e  figure is taken from the clition
oing of a measure with corn, and the meaning is, that our gifts will
be repaid, not by strict measure, but by the overflowing bounty 
mercy in the Day 

Shan men give." T h e  word "men" does not exist in 
It would therefore have been better, either to print i t  in Italics 
on St. Matt. xxvi. 5.), or to omit i t  altogether in the 
lating simply 'shall they give,' the sense plainly being merely shall
be given,' without stating by whom. W e  may however understand i t
of God. Himself, or of the holy Angels who shall receive 
into the joy of their Lord.

"With the same measure" &c. Observe how our 
this same figure to the measure of profit with which we 
word (St. Mark iv. 24.). I f  it be asked, How can the immensity 
eternal reward, as compared with the poverty of our acts of 
spoken of as measured "with the same measure"? We 
"he which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly a n d  
"soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully" (2 Cor. ix. 6.). T h e
"same" measure does not mean one equal in size, but 
great or 

3 i 9 .  "Can the b l i n d "  &c. Ne i the r  this short parable, nor the
saying n  the next verse, is found in  the Sermon on the Mount in
St. Matthew's Gospel. I t  is not improbable that both may 
frequently used. by our Lord. This "parable" of the 
the blind is spoken on another occasion concerning the 
of the Pharisees (See St. Matt. xv. 14.). Here i t  seems used as a
warning to the disciples that, i f  they would guide others 
must take care that they are themselves well instructed in 

40. "The disciple is not above." T h i s  is a saying repeated by
our Lord on several occasions, and with different applications 
St. Matt. x. 24.). Here it seems closely connected with the 
to the blind leading the blind, and would thus mean, 
expect the disciple to escape where the master falls, for the 
not likely to be better instructed than his master. The best 
pe.rfect disciple is only equal to his master: he can learn no 
hi S master can teach. Therefore be careful to gain wisdom 
You to lead your disciples aright. I n  the latter part of the verse 

40. " Perfect." See on St. Matt. 



ST. LUKE, VI.
41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in

thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the 
is in thine 

42 Either how canst thou say to 
Brother, let me pull out the mote that is 
eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the 

m See Prev: is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, m cast 
18. the beam out of thine own eye, and then 

see clearly to pull out the mote that is in 
ther's 

43 If For a good tree bringeth not 
fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring 
fruit

n Matt. 12.33- 4 4  For "every tree is known by his own fruit.
For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a

2 Gr. a grape. bramble bush gather they 
0 Matt 12. 35. 45 ° A good man out of the good treasure 

heart bringeth forth that which is good; and 
man out of the evil treasure of his 

P Matt. 12.34. forth that which is evil: for P of the abundance of
the heart his 

q Mal. 1. 6. 4 6  If q And why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, Matt. ch. 13. 25. not  the things which 
47 Whosoever cometh to Me, and heareth My

sayings, and doeth them, I  will shew you 
he is like:

48 he is like a man which built an 
digged deep, and laid the foundation on 
and when the flood arose, the stream 

perhaps suppose our Lord to convey a double meaning, 
the disciples must not only take care to excel their own pupils, 
would be safe teachers and guides, but also remember that 
themselves but pupils of the One great Master, whom they 
strive to imitate. The best guide of others is be who 
follows Christ: the best master is the 

43-45. False Prophets and 
St. Matt. vii. 15-20.

46-49. N o  safety but 
St. Matt. vii. 21-27.

48. "  Digged deep." T h i s  implies labour and pains; 
labour and pains are ill spent i f  they bring us to the Bock salvatio



ST. LUKE, VI I .
tiy ttpon that house, and could not shake i t :

111°11.t wa.s founded upon 
for 1 -DIA l ie that heareth, and doeth not, 

14319; that without a  foundation built 
the earth ; against which the stream 

111)iveinently, and immediately it fell. and the 
're  1+ house 

CHAPTER VII.
ast findeth a greater. faith in the. centurion a Gentile than • y  f

ufb.-x- pm • 10 healeth las servant being absent: ra ise t l :  front t h e
ftvIteitioiv-;s. e  at Nain : 19 answereth John's tnesse W i t h  

His miracles: 24 testifietlt to the people what op 
7 H e  • 3 0  inveigheth against the Jews, who with neithertn 

of o f  Jesus could be Won: 36 and sheweth by occasion 
fd°&;iene how He is a friend to sinners, not to maintain them 1 7 1

gaa u  Z .  •e them their stns, upon their faith and repentance, mforgive 8 2 1 1 8 'but to

A-- 0 v\T when He had ended al l  His sayings in
the audience of the people, He entered 

, •-
pernal
2 And a certain centurion's servant, who 

oto him, was sick, and ready 
3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent 

the elders of the Jews, beseeching Him 
would come and heal 
4 And when they came to Jesus, 

Him instantly, saying, That he was 
whom He should 

49. "He  that heareth, and. doeth not." Surely this is 
peril of days when there is so much hearing as in these. I f  
in pious words, saying, "Lord, Lord" (46.), how many are 
rest in the mere hearing of the Gospel, listening to Sermons, 
never doing what 

CHAPTER VII.
1-10. The Centurion's 

St. Matt. viii, 
2. "Who was dear unto him." This is worthy of notice as 

of unusual kindliness and tenderness in an age when 
really slaves, and treated with 

"Sick) and ready to die." He was "sick of the 
"tormented," as St. Matthew 

3. "The elders of the Jews." The Centurion, who was 
proselyte or convert to the Jewish religion (See on St. Matt. 1 5 . ) ,
sent these elders to plead for him as a more respectful way 
ingwor Christ than if he had come himself in person. He 

to ask so great a favour, and thought perhaps it 
°re readily granted to these Jewish elders than to himself 

(See '
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2 Gr. 
ma

ST. LUKE, VII.
5 for he loveth our nation, an.d he hath 

a 
6 Then Jesus went with them. A n d  when l ie

was now not far from the house, the 
friends to Him, saying unto Him, Lord, 
Thyself: for I  am not worthy that Thou 
enter under my roof:

7 wherefore neither thought I  -myself 
come unto Thee: but  say in a word, and 
vant shall 

8 For I  also am a  man set 
having under me soldiers, and I  say unto 2 
and he goeth and to another, Come, and 
and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

9 When Jesus heard these things, 
at him, and turned Him about, and said 
people that followed Him, I  say unto you, 
not found so great faith, no, not 

10 And they that were sent, returning 
house, found the servant whole that had. 

11 II. And it came to pass the day after, 
went into a city called Nain ; and many of 
ciples went with Him, and 

4. "Instantly." That is, very earnestly or 
5. " I l e  hath built  us a synagogue." L i te ra l l y  our synagogue. H e

had given the same proof of his love to the Jewish faith, 
convert from heathenism to Christianity would, i f  he built 
at his own 

6. "Sent friends." Again St. Luke is more minute than 
who only says, "The centurion answered and said." We 
that this answer was sent by others, doubtless for the same 
induced him to send the "elders" at first, namely that given 
in his message by 

7. "Wherefore neither thought 1"  (to. This gives the clue 
centurion's conduct in sending, instead of coming, to our Lord. His
humility is as remarkable as 

10. "They that were sent," &c. These took back with 
comforting message, "As thou hast believed, so be it done 
and doubtless as these words were spoken, i t  
commanded the winds and the sea, saying, "Peace, be 
th.e palsy to depart, and the sickness to be no more, " H e  "It was done" (Ps. xxxiii. 9.). 

11-17. The raising of the widow of 
11. "Nan." A small town of Galilee on a hill-side not Capern



ST. L U K E ,  V I I .
2 Now when H e  came nigh to the gate o f  the A. 

1 behold, there was a  dead man carried out, the
ciT son of his mother, and she was a  widow: and

people  of the city was with her.
3 And when the Lord  saw her, He t

on her, and said unto her, Weep not.
S t  And He came and touched the 2 bier : and they 2 
that bare him stood still. A n d  he said, 

sa  ay unto thee, a Arise. ch. 
h n  15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to Jo 

And He delivered him to his mother. R o m .  spea

12. "Carried out." T h e  Jewish burial-places were 
the gates of their cities and villages. Chr is t  had power over death in
all its stages (See on St. Matt. 

"rue only  son o f  his  mother,  and  she was a  widow." 
ing picture presented in a few simple words. Archbishop Trench wellb
points out the bitterness of the mourning for an only son 
into a proverb; thus,  "Make thee mourning as for an only 
"bitter lamentation" (Ter. vi. 26.) : "They shall mourn for him, 
i(mourneth for his only son" (Zech. xii. 10) : " I  will make i t  as the
"mourning of an only son" (Amos viii. 10.). Doubtless this 
well known, and her affliction excited great sympathy, for 
number of persons accompanied the funeral. T h u s  there 
witnesses to our Lord's great miracle.

13. "Weep not." Possibly -when Christ spoke these words, they
may have seemed to the poor mourner simply kindly words 
sion, yet it is probable that she was already a believer in Him, even if
she had not such strength o f  faith as to  believe in  Him as "the
"Resurrection and the Li fe"  (St. John xi .  25.). B u t  He spake the
"Weep not," -who had power to wipe away all tears, and surely that
voice must have carried to the stricken mother's heart 
even before she knew how much was meant by 

14. " H e  came and touched the bier." A s  a  sign to  the bearers
to stand still. T h e  dead were not en-closed in coffins, as with us, but
carried on a bier covered with a sheet or pall. Doubtless 
something in our Lord's manner which impressed the bearers so that
they stood still when He laid His Hand on 

" Yowng man," Sm. Mark the authority with which our 
mands the dead to arise. So to Jairus' daughter, "Maid, 
and to Lazarus, "Lazarus, come forth" (St. John xi. 43.). I t  
different with those who in the Old Testament were permitted 
the dead, and who did so not without strong wrestlings for 
(See 1 Icings xvii. 20, 21. 2 Kings iv. 

15. "He delivered him to his mother." May we not• in 
a dim foreshadowing of the great Resurrection in which the 
Lord will deliverto eachother those  of His redeemed whom 
Parted here below, uniting them for ever in his 
Of this young m n we know nothing, except the simple 

this miracle; abut can we doubt that one so wondrously 
'e  would dedicate the life thus given back to him to Him who gave itl



ST. LUKE, VII.
A. D. 28. 1 0  b And there came a fear on all: and 

b ch. 1. 65. rifled God, saying, c That a great prophet is 
a  c1;h 04 .1017 4.  among us; and, d That God hath visited 
&  .& O. 17. 1 7  And this rumour of Him went 
ti eh. 1. 68. a l l  Juthea, and throughout all the region 

18 IT And the disciples of  John showed hini of
all these 

19 And John calling unto him two of 
sent them, to Jesus, saying, Art Thou He 
come? or look we 

20 When the men were come unto Him, 
John Baptist hath sent us unto Thee, saying, Art
Thou He that should come'? or look we 

21 And in that same hour He cured many of
their infirmities and plagues, and o f  evil spirits;
and unto many that were blind He 

22 Then Jesus answering said unto them, 
way, and tell John what things ye have 

e 85.5. heard; e how that the blind see, the lame 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 

ch. 4.18. raised, f to the poor the gospel 
23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be

offended 
24 ¶  And when the messengers o f  

departed, He began to speak unto the 
cerning John, What went ye out into 
for to see? A  reed shaken with 

25 But what went ye out for to see? A 
in soft raiment? Behold, they which 
apparelled, and live delicately, are in 

16. "That God hath visited Ms people." We are not 
that the people in saying this meant to speak of Christ as 
their words would bear a most true and literal sense, yet they 
such insight into His real nature, and simply intended to 
belief that they had seen a wonderful display of God's 
made them suppose that He, in whom it was displayed, was a 
"prophet," like Elijah 

18-23. St. John the 
St. Matt. xi. 2-6.

24-35. Discourse concerning St. John 
St. Matt. xi. 7-19.

25. "They which are gorgeously apparelled, and live 
That is, They which are splendidly dressed, and fare 



ST. LUKE, VII.
26 vat what went ye out for to sec? A prophet ? A. 
ye
vl Thls is he, of whom i t  is written, Behold, I.opilet. - •

g y  messenger before Thy face, 
pseilv T h y  way before Thee. re-are 

28 For I  say unto you, Among those that arebohurn there is not a greater 
Baptist: but he that is least in 

j°Ixt of God is greater 
d°,9 And all the people that heard Him, 
'blicans, justified God, g being baptized with the g 

rantism of John. c h .  
3r0 But the Pharisees and lawyers 2 rejected. 11 the 

counsel of God 3 against themselves, being not bap- 
flied 
31 And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I

I  say unto you, and much more than a

8 Or, within
themselve

as the rich man who was "clothed. in purple and fine linen, 
"sumptuously every 

29, "And all the people" &c. This and the next verse are not in
St. Matthew, who gives some verses not recorded here. 
to be a parenthesis (that is, something put into the main 
not a part of it,) by St. Luke, the Evangelist breaking the thread 
Lord's discourse in order to state for his Gentile readers the effect of
Christ's words, and the manner in which St. John the Baptist 
received by 

"All the people" &c. That is, All the common people 
Him (Christ), and especially the publicans,—as opposed. to 
and lawyers of the 

"Justified God." That is, acknowledged God's justice 
praising Him for the sending of the Fore-runner, with 
they had been 

30. "Rejected the counsel of God." &c. The word. "against" in
this verse should probably be towards.' These self-righteous 
a body, refused God's gracious "counsel"—or purpose—
which was, that they should be brought to repentance, for 
refused the baptism of the Fore-runner. Tha t  some of this 
baptized we may gather from St. Matt. iii. 7. The  words 
it counsel of God" are opposed to 

29, 30. "And all the people" &e. Many
able. commentators, and especially the
ancient ones, take these verses to 
of our Lord's discourse, in 
of course the words, "That 
Ch to St. John the Baptist, not to
'nris. This view agrees best with the
11,/ i n  which our Lord continues His
aLscourse in verse 31 for  
words of' that verse, "And the 

are not found in the oldest 
ought probably to be omitted. 
the whole it seems more natural 
the view given above that 
are a parenthesis by the 

30. Against themselves." 
may be taken either in the 
above, 'towards themselves,' or, 
eminent commentators 
'to their own 
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Matt. 3. 4.
Mark 
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ST. LUKE, VI I .
liken the men of this generation? and to 
they like?

32 They are l ike unto children sitting 
marketplace, and calling one to another, 
We have piped unto you, and ye have 
we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept. '

33 For i  John the Baptist came 
bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He 
devil

34 The Son of man is come eating and drinking;
and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and 
bibber, a friend of publicans 

35 But wisdom is justified of all 
k Mark 14. 3. 3 6  ¶  k And one of the Pharisees desired 
John He would eat with him. A n d  he went into the

Pharisee's house, and sat down 
37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which 

31. " T h e  men of  this generation." N o t  a l l  t h e  Jews, b u t  those
who, like the Pharisees and lawyers, "rejected the counsel 
towards them by rejecting both the stern Baptist and the 

36-50.  The  Anointing by the penitent woman.
Compare the anointing by Mary of Bethany, St. Matt. xxvi. 6-13.

St. John xii. 1-7.
36. "One of the Pharisees." Simon by name (10.). I t  

able that this Pharisee's name was the same as that of the host 
case of the other anointing above referred to. But Simon was a 
mon Jewish name, and in almost all other particulars the two 
quite unlike one another. The  whole of this part of St. 
being concerned with Galilee, it is probable that this event 
in some town or village 

"And He went" Svc. Thus fulfilling what He Himself said, 
"Son of Man is come eating and drinking" (34.), but at the 
showing by the use He made of the occasion how He carried 
a blessing wherever He went, sanctifying daily life by His 
and His life-

37. " A  woman in  the ci ty,  which was a sinner." P la in ly  
publicly known as a sinner. W e  have here an instance of 
of our Lord's words when He says that the "publicans 
went into the kingdom of God before the self-righteous Pharisees. We
have seen how He received one of the former of these two classes 
case of St. Matthew (v. 27-32.) : we here see how He receives 
the latter. I t  has been a common idea that this woman 
Magdalene, but (although adopted in  the modern heading 
chapter,) there is nothing at all to support such an idea. Sti l l  
other h an (1 we can rk t prom: rice it aholutely impossible that it 
(See on 
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inner, when, she knew that Jesus sat at  meat in  A. 
the pharisee s house, brought an. alabaster box of

33 and s t o o d a  i s  feet behind t  f
it_ and began to. wash His  feet with tears, and

Wipe them with the. hairs o f  her head, and
feet, and anointed them with kissed His

out.
39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden

T.T., saw it, he spice within himself, saying, 1 
laTi, if He were a prophet, would have 

and what manner o f  woman this is 
Rim: for she is a sinner.

10 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I
have somewhat t o  say unto thee. A n d  
Master, 

“An alabaster box." So i t  was in the other anointing by 
Bethany (St. Matt. 

38. "Stood. a t  His  feet" &e. Th is  is explained by the 
of reclining on couches at meals (See on St. John xiii. 23.).. Thispoo
woman's penitence must have been very deep and real, for it 
no passing emotion which" would dare so much to win 
pardon. She must have forced her way into the 
perhaps in spite of the servants' opposition; she must have 
scorn with which she knew the master of the house would regard her;
she must have nerved herself 1,9 face the publicity of such an act 
and the wonder, of the- gueSts s h e  doubtless forgot all 
beheld Him for whom, she yearned, and had no thought except 
Rim Him some tok6n of 

"With tears." The tears of  a broken-hearted penitent, 
there is no mention—as there was no need—in the case of 
faithful Mary of Bethany: The wiping with her hair does 
to have been intendedi as an act of homage or devotion. 
was probably hanging loose, which' was a Jewish token 
and as she embraced our Lord's Feet and her tears fell on 
in tender care wiped them with her hair, which hung around 
would naturally suggest itself at 

39. This Man i f  He were a prophet," &e. Simon thought 
had full proof of, the falsity of our Lord's claim to be a prophet. I t
never entered his head that Christ could know better than he 
that woman's life had been, and yet not scorn and repel her. 
he any idea of the nature of the conversion which had now 
changed that woman's heart 40, "jesus answering said." nswing,  that is up A e rsL.P°A-eu thoughts.'The tenderness and the wisdom of 
to the Pharisee are . "  Vaster, d u e  respect, not at say on." Simon speaks with h i m s e l f .the the thought, which he fancied was known only 
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A. 1). 28. 4 1  There was a certain creditor which 
8 °matt. debtors : the one owed five hundred 2pee, and  ti

other fifty.
42 And when they had nothing to pay, 

forgave them both. Te l l  me therefore, which of
them will love 

43 Simon answered and said, I  suppose that 
whom ho forgave most. A n d  He said 
Thou hast 

44 And He turned to the woman, and 
Simon, Seest thou this woman? I  entered 

The Parable of the Two Debtors.
41. "A certain creditor." This, of course, is God; 

the King in the parable of the Unmerciful Servant, which 
compared with this (See on St. Matt. xviii. 23-35.).

"Five hundred pence"—" fifty." We must observe here 
two sums are given to represent—not the actual amount of our 
God, which is better represented by the ten thousand talents 
xviii. 24.), but—the amount we are ourselves conscious of—
we feel we owe. The right understanding of the whole 
upon our keeping this in view. O f  course the poor penitent 
represented by the debtor who owed five hundred pence, 
Pharisee by the one who owed- fifty. The  one knew she had 
be forgiven: the other thought he had little.

42. " W h e n  they had nothing to pay." T h a t  is, when they found
and felt they had nothing to offer 

"He frankly forgave." That is, freely and fully forgave, 
did, when he said, "Thy sins are forgiven' (48).

43. " H e  to  whom he forgave most." S i m o n  i s  answering i n
respect to human things,—to earthly debtors and money 
the amount of the favour shown in forgiving the debt is plain 
and according to the amount forgiven is the claim on 
But in spiritual matters it is different. I n  these we measure 
shown us, and so the claim upon our love and gratitude,—not 
amount forgiven, for that we cannot see, but—by the amount 
has been forgiven. Thus, in other words, it is not he who 
forgiven most who loves most, but he who has the deepest sense 
and so of the mercy shown him. Often one who has sinned less 
deeper sense of sin, and therefore the more lively gratitude 

44. "He turned to the woman." This seems to be the 
our Lord had taken of her; and how must her broken and 
have thrilled with hope as she heard Him recount one by 
evidently with approval, her various acts of reverent affection. Having
drawn from Simon the answer He desired, our Lord now goes 
apply i t  to the case before Him. H e  reasons thus with him y o u
'say that he who is forgiven most loves most. Wel l ,  then he 
'most gives most proof that he has been forgiven. Now  
'love with this woman's, and judge for yourself which of you two VT°
'most proof that you have found pardon and acceptance 
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se thou gayest Me no water for My feet: but A. 

hw a s h e d  M y  feet with 
Nvith the hairs of her head. 

1Thou gayest .le no kiss: but this 
time I  came m  hath not ceased to kiss My

Jetingy head with oil thou didst not anoint: but ra 
,Lts woman bath anointed My feet 
t'A I Wherefore I say unto thee, Her n 1 Tim a.;  many, are forgiven; for she loved much: 
i  1:0 whom little s forgiven, the same 

zartit. Mark .
48 And He said unto her, °Thy sins are forgiven. o

„Thou. gayest Me no water" &a. There is no reason 
that Simon bad been disrespectful or uncourteous, but he 
o marks of a desire to do special honour to 
0. Thou gayest Me no kiss." Such a kiss of welcome 

in the East. B u t  we have no mention in the Gospels of 
given to Jesus, except those of this penitent on His Feet, and 
of 

"Since the time I  came in." I t  seems from this that 
followed our Lord into the house when He 

46. "Oil"—" ointment." The latter was very much 
than the 

47. "Her  sins, which are many," &c. The  only difficulty in this
verse lies in the word "for." W e  must be careful not to suppose 
mean the same as because.' T h e  woman was not forgiven 
her love. She loved because she was forgiven. The "for" 
proof, not the cause, of the forgiveness. Our  Lord's meaning is, 'Her
'sins which are many are forgiven, for you see how much 
you may gather her forgiveness from the greatness of 
"But to whom little" 86c. This is plainly a warning to 

Simon had shown little love. Th is  proved that he had received little
forgiveness. B u t  why 1 Because he, in his blindness, thought 
little to be forgiven. Jesus speaks gently of little love and. 
Perhaps (as Stier says) "  Simon's conscience might have answered, 0
"Lord, Thou sayest not enough; Nothing is forgiven me, therefore I
"love Thee not at all.'"

" I f  a man has really sinned but little, compared with 
"have been grievous sinners, let him confess that it is a 
"debt that he owes for sins prevented by God's love and. 
"if he had committed them and been forgiven" (St. 

Mark how all through Jesus speaks with calm dignity of 
the who could grant the forgiveness, and. to whom. the love 

48. "Thy- sins are forgiven." With what deep joy must 
have heard these blissful words of absolution! There is no need. to
13 IZ,13,0se that her sins were not pardoned till that moment. 
fouoele of the discourse seems to take for granted that pardon v
gloy,',,nel so that this woman's sins were already 

c‘l Such love, Thus this was rather a solemn 11;t92laration 



A. D. 28. 4 9  And they that sat at meat with Him 
P Matt. 9. 3. Say within themselves, P Who is This 
Mark 2. 7. sins 

q Matt. 9. 22. 50  And He said to the woman qThy Mark 5. 34.& 10. 52. saved thee; go 
ch. 8. 48.
dz. 18. 42,


