ch. 8. 48,
& 18, 42. CHAPTER VIII,

nen mingster unto Christ of their substance. 4 Chy;
] I;Ei):wked from place to place, attended with His apésfif; a{} ff; P

} »

1e narable of the sower, 16 and of the candle: 21 del Doy,
gnzgt}:er, and brethren: 22 rebuketh the winds: 26 cf:s?gghth"zko a?e%ﬂ-}‘
devils out of the man into the herd of swine: 37 {3 rejecte] legion D}
darenes: 43 healeth the woman of her Voody issue, 49 qng , (3.}:8 eike o

death Jairus’ daughter, h from
ND it came to pass afterward, that H,
throughout every city and village, Pl‘eachl'ent

and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdopy, ig
God ; and the twelve were with Him, of

pardon, than its actual bestowal., But, on the other hand, it hsg bee
well remarked by Alford that the Christian’s love may be built yp 03
“the expectation, the desire, and hope of forgiveness,” as well s ol
the certainty of it (See on St. Matt. ix. 2, & 8.),

49, “Who is This” &c. This seems spoken in wonder and surprise
but not with the same malice as was shown on the occasion of a like
blessing given to the paralytic man, when the scribes said within them.
selves, “ This Man blasphemeth” (St. Matt. ix. 3.). '

50. ¢ Thy faith hath saved thee.” Faith i1s the root, and love the
fruit, Faith finds pardon, and pardon begets love. See how this poor
sinner’s faith worked by love, It saved her, because it brought her to
the Saviour, and then she learnt to love,

“Qo in peace.” Surely that was a “peace that passeth understand:
“ing” (Phil, iv. 7.).

CHAPTER VIII.
1-3, General account of Christ’s ministry, and

attendants.

1, Preaching and shewing” &c. This answers exactly 10 the
words., “preaching the gospel of the kingdom” (St. Matt. iv, 23.)—
that is, the glad tidings of the setting up of the kingdom of heaven
(Sece on St. Matt, iii. 2.). We thus see that ‘preaching the g‘-”sPdt
18 not in Scriptural language limited to the preaching of the gred
central doctrine of the Atonement,—a sense often given to the exprf.}%ls‘
sion in these days. In this place, for instance, it is not so MU tﬁ
preaching of redemption through the One great ‘Sacrifice a8 the.preac}

ing of a kingdom to gather fogether ; Il in Christ i
other words, not so much th St S T , Opurct
(See on xx. 1.), ¢ preaching of the Cross as-of the -
“The twelve were with Him Bl ionship, train!
gtlgclt ]f;t?g them for their own great Workelsse%vg Orﬁ]f; Ill)le remri)nded ggg
: cautiful figure in which Moses describes the Lord® tliaovef

His people of old ;" “ As an cagle stirreth up her nest, flutter
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2 and ®certain women, which had been healed of A.p, o
evil 5P jrits and nfirmities, M&ry called Magdalene & Matt, 27
bout of whom went seven devils, ’ 56

3 and Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod’s steward Hark i,

2

o h ab

« her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them

« her z\'il?g?ﬁ s0 the Lord alone did lg(;ad him” (Del’ltl.)e;;;tilil. gl%en;;)n
go too did the Lord Christ carry with Him His newly chosen Apostles
till, strong in faith and grace, they were fitted to be sent forth alone
to fly abroad_bearlng the blessed gospel to the world,

9. “Certain women.” Here we find the first mention of that pious
gisterhood, of which we hear so much more during the last great scenes
of our Lord’s earthly sojourn, Surely we have here a pledge of two
things :—1. That Christianity was by its Dlessed influence to raise
woman from the low and despised state to which Eastern custom had
debased her, even as Christ Himself was “made of a woman” (Gal.iv.4.)
that He might unglo the curse brought into the world by her who was
«in the transgression™ (1 Tim. ii.14.): and 2. That our dear Redcemer
will not reject the loving ministrations of holy women who devote
themselves to labours of love for His sake.

“Which had been healed” &c. Thus they were hound to Jesus
by bonds of more than common gratitude, They had temporal mercies,
as well as spiritual, to call forth their love; and they would show forth
their thankfulness, not with their lips only, but in their lives, by giving
themselves up to Christ’s service.

“Mary called Magdalene.” From her birthplace (See on St. Mark
xvi, 9.). She too had received the greatest temporal blessing, namcly
deliverance from the awful possession described in the next words. The
nature of this' terrible affliction (See on St. Matt. viii. 28.) makes it
most unlikely that Mary Magdalene was the same person as the * woman
“in the city, which was a sinner” of the last chapter (See on vii. 37.).
Besides she is introduced here as if for the first time, and it is difficult
to suppose St. Luke could have known Mary Magdalen_e to be t_he
x\;coman he had spoken so much of just before, and to have given no hint
of the fact.

“Seven devils” So the Gadarene demoniac was possessed by
“Legion” (30.); and notice also our Lord’s description of the return
of an evil spirit to a man, bringing with him “seven other spirits more
“wicked than himself” (xi.26. and sce on St. Matt. xIl. 43—45.),

tho i i the nature of a parable, than
ugh this latter is perhaps more of th O O e e the

a description of an actual state of possession. : i
seven devils which went out of Mary Magdalene as representing lvalgous
forms of sin, such as lust, unbelief, and the like, but this has on yﬁ h ‘if‘é
- 80 unnatural forcing of the plain words of this verse 1n_ord[fler to L$ ;d
e Mary Magdalene and the womanl?]imt x?é:'()u}]?t)i,sib?;rformer
a L . ' - + a 7
re the same, Tt is however to be rernenfﬂ)m(eli3 oLt pogve'r kT & el

: he wa .
t think s Simon the Pharisee.

Who anointed our Lord’s Feet in the house 0 _

, 3.« J’oanng,,::r ﬁ’éinz tﬁz wife of Herod’s steward, J oan;;a x; guzlda‘;)s

in 4 position of some wealth and influence. She.ES llieiégfed ingthe
St Luke at the Resurrection (xxiv, 10.), buf 15 10
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A.D.2. and Susanna, and many others, which Ministeyeq
. unto Him of their substance.

when much people were gathered t5,,
thir ﬂaﬁ({l cl)vere cclyme to Him out of every city, %Ie
: rable : )
spg kg_ ggwfef avfrent out to sow hlS. seed : and gg b
sowed, some fell by the way SIde_ ; and it Wi
trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured j;
6 And some fell upon a rock; and as so0n a5
was sprung up, it withered away, because it lackeg
ure.
mglsf{lnd some fell among thorns; and the thormg
sprang up with it, and choked 1it.
8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up
and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when He hag

said these things, He cried, He that hath ears o
hear, let him hear.

9 9 And His disciples asked Him, saying, What
might this parable be? L
10 And He said, Unto you it is given to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others
¢I:ai 6.9, In parables; ©that seeing they might not see, and
hearing they might not understand.

11 q Now the parable is this: The seed is the
word of God.

other Gospels (But see on St. John iv. 46.). This Herod is the same
who is mentioned as * Tetrarch of Galilee” (iii, 1.). Susanna is not
mentioned any where else.

“ Ministered” &c. These good women served, or attended upon,
our Lord (See on St. Matt. xx. 26..and Note.), providing food, or other
necessarles, “of their substance,”—that is, by their worldly wealth.

4—8, The Sower.
St, Matt. xiii. 1—9, St. Mark iv, 1—9.

8. “A rock” Observe the value of varied accounts of the BN
thing, Here the “rock” explains the “stony places” of St. Matthew’s
version (See Notes on St. Matt. viii, 25. and ch. vi. 17.).

9, 10. Why Jesus used Parables.
St. Matt. xiii, 10—17. St. Mark iv, 10—13.

11-15. Explanation of the Sower.
St. Matt. xiii, 18—23, St. Mark iv, 14—20.
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12 Those by the way side are the .
fhen cometh the devil, and taketh aga;hfﬁehigé A.D.25,

out of their hearts, lest they should beljeye and be
aved.

5%1 3 They on the rock are they, which, when the
pear, receive the word with joy; and these hav{a
no Toot, which for a while believe, and in time of
temptation fall away.

14 And that which fell among thorns are they
which, Wl.lell they have heard, go forth, and a,re,)
choked Wltl} cares and riches and pleasu,res of this
Jife, and bring no fruit to perfection,

15 But that on the good ground are they, which
in an_honest and good heart, having héard the
word, keep #, and bring forth fruit with patience,

16 9 ¢No man, when he hath lighted a candle, aMatt.5.15.
covereth it with a vessel, or putteth # under a bed : =%
but setteth ¢ on a candlestick, that they which
enter in may see the light.

17 ¢ For nothing is secret, that shall not be made ® 3t 10.2.

13, “In time of temptation.”  Archbishop Trench suggests a
beautiful thought here, namely that, as the hot sun, which scorches
and destroys the shallow-rooted plant, only helps to ripen and perfect
the strong and deep-rooted, so temptations—* tribulation or persecution”
(St. Matt.)—which cause the shallow unstable man to fall, only
strengthen the faith and perfect the character of the true Christian.

14. “ Bring no fruit to perfection.” How many a fair promise
is brought to nought by the rampant weeds of the ““cares and riches
“and pleasures of this life” ! i

15. “With patience.”” This is the “patient continuance in well-
“doing” (Rom. ii. 7.). The fruit of holy living must be a perpetual—
a never-failing—fruit. It is not enough to produce one crop, and then
to fall back, and become unfruitful. This appears to be the chief
meaning of this expression, though we need not shut out the meaning
Wwhich makeg the patience” to refer to the time before the fruit ripems,
the gradual patient unfolding of Christian graces—first the blade,
“then the ear ; after that the full corn in the ear” (St. Mark iv. 28.).

16—18. How to hear Christ’s words.

Qt, Mark iv. 21—25.

18, “They which enter in”? If we carry .out the ﬁgllref] Orhggzﬁteie
(as it may ‘be fitly called), those who enter 1 would be t {f ith the
Fho’ brought within the Pa,.le of the Church, are el-]hghtemd y iveth
light of tho truth which she holds on high, and which alreacy =g

t unto all that are in the house” (St. Matt. V. 16.).



Sr, LUKE, VIIL

A.D.23. manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall pe be

known and come abroad.

e 1312 18 Take heed therefore how ye hear: ffor
ch.19.25. goever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoeye,
hath not, from him shall be taken even that whiy,

2 Or, thinketh ha 2 seemeth to have.

that he hath.
19 4 Then came to Him His mother and Hig
brethren, and could not come ab Him for the Press,
20 And it was told Him by certain which gaig
Thy mother and Thy brethren stand without, de.

siring to see Thee. .
21 And He answered and said unto them My

mother and My brethren are these which hear thg
word of God, and do it.

22 4 Now it came to pass on a certain day, that
He went into a ship with His disciples: and He
said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side
of the lake. And they launched forth.

23 But as they sailed He fell asleep: and there
came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they
were filled with water, and were in jeopardy.

24 And they came to Him, and awoke Him, say-
ing, Master, Master, we perish.. Then He arose, and
rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and
they ceased, and there was a calm.

25 And He said unto them, Where is your faith?

18. “ That which he seemeth to have’ The truth, or knowledge,
or privilege, which he seemed to possess, but which was not his own,
for, when he failed to use it, it was taken away. This is ever the law
of God’s gifts. If they are not used, they are taken away.

19—21, Christ’s Mother and Brethren,
St. Matt, xii, 46—50, St. Mark iii, 31—385.

22—25, The Stilling of the Tempest,
St. Matt, viii, 23—27, St. Mark iv. 35—41.

23. “They were filled with water.” Literally ¢were being filled
‘with water.” The water was washing into the boat, which was becoming
fuller and fuller, till the *jeopardy”—that is, danger—seemed to the
disciples, accustomed as they were to such scenes, very greaf,

19—21. Tt seems probable from a com- | nection with another bearing 591“9{ 5%‘
?

panson with the other Gospels that this | semblance to it, and related in xi.
occurrence really took place in close con- | where see Note,
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And they being afraid wondered, Saying one to A.D.2s.
qnother, What manner of man is this! for He
commandeth even the winds and water, and they

Obey 1‘11111.

96 9 And ’ghey. arrived at the country of the
(adarenes, which is over against Galilee.

97 And when He went forth to land, there met
Him out of. the city a certain man, which had
devils long time, apd ware no clothes, neither abode
in any house, but in the tombs,

98 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell
down before Him, and with a loud voice sajd, What
have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of God
most high? I beseech Thee, torment me not,

29 (For He had commanded the unclean spirit
to come out of the man.. For oftentimes it had
caught him: and he was kept bound with chains
and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was
driven of the devil into the wilderness.)

30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy
name? And he said, Legion: because many devils
were entered into him,

31 And they besought Him that He would not
command them to go out 8into the deep. £ BavLk

26—39, The Healing of the Gadarene Demoniac.
St. Matt, viii, 28—34. St. Mark v. 1—20.

26, “ Over against Galilee* That is, opposite Galilee, or on the
Eastern side of the Lake, in the country known as Perma. Galilee lay
entirely to the West of the Jordan and Sea of Galilee (See Map.).

27. “Out of the city.” That is, belonging to the city of Gadara.
It is plain from the rest of this verse that the demoniac was not then
toming out of the city.

28. “He cried out” This is spoken of the man, yet the words
Were the words of the evil spirits; so completely did these terrible
beings make the human frame in which they lodged their own,

. “What have I to do with Thee,” &o. The very presence of Jesus
s pain and terror to the evil spirits. So will it be in the last great day
to all those who have taken their part with the Prince of evil, and
wlected Christ here, They will say “to the mountains and rocks,
o pall on ug, and hide us from the face of Him that gitteth on the

throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb” (Rev. V1. 16.). .
£ 20, “ Oftentimes it had caught him” He was thus subject to
fequent fitg of more than usual violence, during which he showed
& Maryelloyg strength. This is sometimes seen in cases of 1113{;t}nty.

8l “Into the deep.” The word translated “the deep” means



St, LUKE, VIIL

8 82 And there was there an herd of mayy .
22 feeding on the mountain : and they besoug%tsﬁ‘inﬂ
that He would suffer them to enter into thep; Ann&
He suffered them. .

33 Then went the devils out of the map aug
entered into the swine: and the herd ran violent]
down a steep place into the lake, and were chokeq

34 When they that fed them saw what was qop,
they fled, and went and told ¢ m the city anq j,
the country.

35 Then they went out to see what was done; anq
came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the
devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesyg
clothed, and in his right mind: and they wer
afraid.

86 They also which saw @ told them by what
means he that was possessed of the devils was
healed.

37 Then the whole multitude of the country of
b Acts16,30, the Gtadarenes round about P besought Him to de-

gart from them; for they were taken with great
ear: and He went up into the ship, and returned
back again.

38 Now the man out of whom the devils were de-
parted besought Him that he might be with Him:
but Jesus sent him away, saying,

39 Return to thine own house, and shew how great

_ things God hath done unto thee. And he went his

literally the ‘abyss’ Tt is the same word which in the Revelation i8
translated “bottomless pit” (Rev. ix. 11. xx.3.). We must guard
against supposing that it means the Sea (as in Ps. cvii. 24.). '

37. “Besought Him to depart.” The people of Sychar besought
Him to tarry with them (St. John iv. 4051 And He granted both
requests. Thus does He teach us a great law which governs His dea"
Ings with us, namely that His blessings are for those alone who desiré
them, It is those who hunger and thirst who shall be filled. Christ
ﬁpeaks now as Moses spoke of old: “I have set before you life an

death, blegzsmg and cursing : therefore choose life” (Deut. XXX 19.).
The Samaritans of Sychar chose life: the Gadarenes refused it. Aud
bthT\nI;ere dealt with according tg their choice, .

' They were taken with great fear.” . rist’s powe
but1 shut their eyes to His love. Thus they wgéegfrzzﬁ oiqllllis milgﬂdes;
?}I:e dreaded lest He should inflict upon them other Josses, like that 0r
Loréf’:me.' HO“‘N good an example does their blind fear give of O?t
xvi, 25 e " Whosoever will save bis life shall lose it” (St s
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.v. and publisheéd throughout the whole it A.D. 23,
‘g‘;‘& things Jesus had done unto him, 1y how Stk

And it came to pass, that, when Jesus wa
ri?mgd, the people g?a:cgy received Him : for thf:;
were all waiting for Him.

41 And, behold, there came a man named Jairus,
and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell
Jown at Jesus’ feet, and besought Him that He
would come mto his house :

42 for he had one only daughter, about twelve
vears of age, and she lay a dying. But as He
went the people thronged Him.

43 And ‘& woman having an issue of blood twelve
years, which had spent all her living upon phy-
sicians, neither could be healed of an

44 came behind Him, and touched the border of
His garment: and immediately her issue of blood
stanched.

45 And Jesus said, Who touched Me? When all
denied, Peter and they that were with Him said,
Master, the multitude throng Thee and press Thee,
and sayest Thou, Who touched Me?

40—56. The Miracles of the Raising of Jairus’ daughter,
and of the Healing of the woman with an issue of
blood.

St, Matt. ix. 18—26. St. Mark v. 21—43.

42, “One only daughter.”” So the widow of Nain had one only
son (vii, 12.). Christ feels for human love, and human sorrow.,

44, “The border of His garment.”” Or ‘hem” (as the same word
is translated in St. Matthew.). This was the “fringe” with a blue
riband or edging, which was commanded as a distinctive mark of the
Jews &Numb. xv. 38.), and was therefore held sacred. It seems more
natural to suppose that this woman spoke of, and touched, the “hem’
as the extreme or farthest portion of our Lord’s raiment than on
account of its special sacredness. Ii is the least touch—the touch of
the very smallest part—which is meant. .

45, “When all denied”” That is, all at that moment close to Him.

“ Master, the multitude throng Thee” &e. It has been a favourite
lesson from this miracle to point out the vast difference between the
mere outward touch, which no doubt many of those thronging Jesus
mugt havye unintentionally given Him, and the touch of faith, whlgh
Was given by this poor woman alone. It is easy to be very near Christ
Outwardly, in His house, in His word, in His sacraments, and yet to
¥ no blessing from this nearness ; while some poor unknown unnoticed
Penitent, who has for many years been a captive to sin, may with one
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. And Jesus said, Somebody hath toucheq 1y,
:ifﬁs fo%?[ perceive that i virtue 18 gone f[)llllttof 1Me.

| 47 And when the woman Saw that she wag ng
hid. she came trembling, @nd falling down befo

Hiﬁl ¢he declared unto Him befOI:e all the people

for what cause slég glé]ld touched Him, and how gjq

ed immediately.

wzséhg?lld He said unto her, Daughter, be of gooq
comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go iy

peace.

simple heart-felt cry of faith touch, as it were, the hem of His garment,
and be free. g .

46. “ Somebody hath touched Me:” &c. There is nothing iy
these words to prevent our believing that Christ knew who had toucheq
Him. His object is plainly to draw forth the poor woman from her
concealment, and to lead her to tell her own story. If He had Himself
told it, some would have doubted. Still our Lord does not seem to
bave exercised omniscience (that is, knowledge of all things) while on
carth, except when He specially willed to do 80. It_ was one of those
Divine attributes, which He of His own will laid aside, so far as His
Human Nature was concerned, when He became Man (Sce on St. Mait,
xxiv, 36.). In ordinary matters He submitted to be Man in knowledge,
as in otber things. We cannot imagine every question He asked to
have been asked with a perfect knowledge of the answer ; as, for instance,
“ How many loaves have ye?” (St. Matt. xv. 34.), “ Where have ye laid
“Lhim$” (St. John xi, 84.). Thus it is not thinking unworthily of
Christ to imagine, as some do, that in the present case He really did
not know who had touched Him, but only that He had been touched
by faith, and had freely bestowed the blessing thus sought for. Yet
I saying this, it is needful always to remember that such a human
condition of knowledge was but a part of that perfect human nature
which the ever-blessed Son of God of His own free will accepted, in
order that “in all things” He might be “made like unto His brethren”
(Heb. ii. 17.); and that at the same time that He was thus very Man,
He was also very God (See on St, John v. 18.).

“I perceive.”” This simply means ¢T know’ ; and is not spoken of
a bodily feeling or sense, but of a knowledge of the mind.

47. “She was not hid.” This (especially compared with St. Mark
v. 82.) would lead us to think that our Lord exercised His Divine
power in this case, and, knowing who it was that had touched Him,
fixed His Eye on her, and showed her that she was not hid from Him.

{3 Before all the people L} ] This must h -b i 11, hel'
for doubtless it was shame ave been a great trial to her,
first so secretly. shame and modesty which made her approach at

' . But others are to be blessed through her, and for ber-

’i‘fgf tthﬁre 113 yet another and a greater blessing, andgso Jesus will have
Btmct? afl. And how many thousands have drawn comfort and in-
nel don rom this tale since! We would thank our merciful Lord that

14 not suffer this poor woman to depart in the secresy with which

she came, ) : .
o, B v e o cnght 1 o T

received (See St. Mark vi.ggfl;).f A el iy gy Ui e
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o1l He yet spake, there cometh one from the A.D.2s.
4 ‘“fhﬁfe Syiqgogue’s house, saying to him, Thy
111101-]1{;01' is dead ; trouble not the Master.
dﬁrug Bﬁt when Jesus heard ¢, He answered him,
;?11 . Fear not: believe only, and she shall be
sayIiss
" 14 whole. "
g’%e ;nd when He came into the house, He suf-

red mo man to go in, save Peter, and James, and
John, and the father and the mother of the maiden,
59 ‘And all wept, and bewailed her : but He said,
Weep not ; she 18 not de.aq, *but sleepeth, X John 11,11,
53 And thgay laughed Him to scorn, knowing that 13.
was dead.
811584 And He put them all out, and took her by
the hand, and called, saying, Maid, ! arise, ! ch, 7. 14.
55 And her spirit came again, and she aroge *°'*
straightway: and He commanded to give her meat.
56 And her parents were astonished: but ™ He =Mt s 4.
charged them that they should tell ' no man what ***
was done,

CHAPTER IX,

1 Christ sendeth His apostles to worl miracles, and to preach. T Herod
desired 1o see Christ, 17 Christ feedeth five thousand: 18 enquireth
what_opinion the world had of Him: foretelleth His passion: 23 pro-
poseth to all the pattern of His patience. 28 The Transfiguration.
37 He healeth the tunatick: 43 again forewarneth His disciples of His
passion: 46 commendeth humility : 51 biddeth them to shew mildness
towards all, without desire of revenge, 5T Divers would follow Him,
but upon conditions,

HEN 2He called His twelve disciples together, 2-D:%.

: . ? 83rd Year
and gave them power and authority over all | ofour
devils, and to cure diseases. a Mark 3,13,

50. *He answered him.” Certainly our Lord’s words were spoken
to Jairus, not to the messenger. So this answer must be to the un-
spoken fears of the former, or to the actual words of the latter, though

spoken to the former. .
P 53, “ Knowing that she was dead.” Tho reason.for this scornful

laughter,—but not given in the other Gospels.
5%1. P Putut]::g;n ga,11 out” 'That ig, all but the three Apostles and

the father and the mother. * .
55. % Her spirit came again.® This is the most express declaration

of a return to life, Her spirit had left the body. ”It was no trance or
fit, Tt was actual death. Tho spirit “came again”—that is, from the
abode of spirits—from Hades (See on xvi. 23.).

CHAPTER IX,
1—6, The sending forth of the Twelve Apostles.
St. Matt, %, 1—~15, St Mark vi, 7—13.
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A2 2 And *He sent them to preach the kingq,
s 010 God, and to heal the sick. m o
cm 14 3 °And He said unto them, Take nothing g Q
% journey, neither staves, nO SCTIP, neithey |, éﬂur
neither money; neither have two coats apiece, ad,
4 And whatsoever house ye enter into, they, ahig
and thence depart. _ e,
5 And whosoever will not receive you, whey -
« acte1a. 51, out of that city, ¢ shake off the very dust froy, ycﬁo
feet for a testimony against them. r
6 And they departed, and went through the towng
preaching the gospel, and healing every wheye,
7 q Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that Was
done by Him: and he was perplexed, because that
it was said of some, that John was risen from g,
dead;
8 and of some, that Flias had appeared; and
others, that one of the old prophets was risen agaiy,
9 And Herod said, John have I beheaded: byt
ech.22.8, who is this, of whom I hear such things? © And he
desired to see Him,

2, “To preach the kingdom of God.”” As their Master had done
before them (See on viii. 1.).

4. “There abide, and thence depart.’” That is, Remain there all
the time you are in that city—* Go not from house to house” (x. 7.).

7—9. Herod’s perplexity concerning Christ,
Bt. Matt. xiv. 1—12. St, Mark vi, 14—29.

7. “It was said of som>,” &e. And this, which some said, Herod
himself half believed, his guilty conscience filling Lim with superstitious
fears,

8. “That Elias had appeared.” It is not said ¢had risen’, for

Elijah, or, a8 he is here called, Elias, had never died. He was taken
up in a chariot of fire,

9. “John have I beheaded: but who is this,” &e. Herod, fright-

ened by his own guilty fears, half believed that it was John the Baptist
returned to life to take vengeance upon him, and yet tried to reason
himself out of it. No do

ubt he asked, “ Who is thig?” with the secreb
dread lest those who said it was John the Baptist were right. IP
the other Gosp

els he himself expresses his fears more openly.
“He desired t E ke

, o see Him.” In the hope that his fears might D¢
relieved, and also that he might see Hig} work some miracle. I
%33“‘8 to see Jesus is never gratified till He is sent to him as & Prisoné!

¥ Pontiug Pilate, when for the last time he makes his choice, settie

%uS ot nought and mocking Him (xxiii. 7—10.), Herod Antip®
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10 € And the apostles, when they were returned, A.D.29.
Jld Him all that they bad done. And He took

nem, and went aside privately into a desert place
igelon’g'mg to the city called Bethsaida. '

11 And the people, when they knew 4, followed
im : and He received them, and spake unto them
of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had
need of healing.

12 And when the day_ began to wear away, then
came the twelve, and said unto ]."—_Iim, Send the mul-
titude away, that they may go into the towns and
conntry round about, and lodge, and get victuals:
for we are here in a desert place.

13 But He said unto them, Give ye them to eat.
And they said, We have no more but five loaves
and two fishes; except we should go and buy meat
for all this people.

14 For they were about five thousand men. And
He said to His disciples, Make them sit down by
fifties in a company.

15 And they did so, and made them all sit

down.

16 Then He took the five loaves and the two
fishes, and looking up to heaven, He blessed them,

and brake, and gave to the disciples to set before
the multitude,

17 And they did eat, and were all filled: and

there was taken up of fragments that remained to
them twelve baskets,

18 4 And it came to pass, as He was alone pray-

(See on iii, 1.) is a picture of one who, with many warnings and oppor-
tunities, much knowledge, and some attempts to do right, is led captive
Y one wicked passion which brings him to destruction,

10—17. The Feeding of the Five Thousand,
St. Matt. xiv. 18—21. St. Mark vi. 30—44. St. John vi, 113,

10, “YWent aside” By ship, as all the other Gospels say,

“Bethsaida® Not the place of that name which is best known to ug
8 the birthplace of the chief Apostles, and which lay on the Western
Bide of the Sea of Galilee near Capernaum but another village of the
8ame name which lay on the North Fast of the lake not far from the
8pot where the Jordan flows into it (See Note on St. Matt, xi, 21.),

11, “He roceived them” Ready t0 help them, and giving up at
once His wish for rest and solitude; Blessed Example of self-sacrifice
Or others!
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w0, ine His disciples were with Him: and Ha ..
D2 ;ﬁgﬁf{sm’ing, 1\.’Vhom say _thef pggple that T ay, ?ii Skeg
feer.,8 19 Théy answering said, John the B&ptist; -
Matt. 14. 2. some sy, Flias; and others say, that one of the Ulld
s 18 risen again,
pré)ghﬁ; ]sai d unt(i” them, But “"hor_n say ye that
am? Peter answering said, The Christ of Goq,
¢someeo. 91 8And He straitly charged “them, and
manded them to tell no man that thing ;
watt, 27, 22 saying, " The Son of man must suffer Tany
- things, and be rejected of the elders and chief prieg,
and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the thiy
day.
o103 93 i And He said to them a]_l, If any man will
b2 me after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow Me.
24 For whosoever will save his life shall loge it .
but whosoever will lose his life for My sake, the
same shall save it.
25 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the
whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away?
kMatt 0. 26 ¥ For whosoever shall be ashamed of Me and
etim.212.0f My words, of him shall the Son of man be

Com.

18—27, Confession of S8t. Peter. Jesus foretells His
Passion, and speaks of bearing the Cross.

St Matt, xvi, 13—28, 8t, Mark viii, 27—ix. 1,

18, “His disciples were with Him.” That is, they came to Him.
This was in the neighbourhood of Caesarea Philippi, as we learn from
the other Gospels.

19, “One of the old prophets.” As Jeremiah, who is specially
mentioned in St, Matthew, ! P

20. “But whom say ye” &e. The force in this question must be
put upon the “ye”, as opposed to “the people” (18.).

“The Christ of God.” This, like St. Mark’s, is a brief summary of
what is much more fully related by St. Matthew. We find there that

‘S‘tGgle ffar’s words were, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Jivieg

23. “Daily.” This word, full of instructio it is, is only giveR
by St, Luke, It teaches us that the bearing 0? ?ﬁeltclr%ssmis no%: i}one
3;‘;1133‘510111; enduring of suffering, when sent to us, but also a continu?
ou J ﬁelf*S‘aCmﬁce for our Lord’s sake, It is well that we should 3,51{

rselves, ‘What do T give up for my Lord’s sake? Is there any daily

lta : »
' king up of the ('ross } Nay, is there any taking of it up at_all._?:_-—-‘-’
21 Whosoever 1il] g0” de. Bec also on St. Matt, x. 89,
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hen He shall come in His own olory. A.D.29.

ashﬁme(}’ﬁ:]?ather’s, and of the holy angels, A
But I tell you of a truth, there be some stand-

, 2 pexe, which shall not taste of death, till they

g;g the kingdom of God.

« And it came to pass about an eight days

frer these 2 sa,yings,. He took Pet:,er and John and 2or, things,
3%@5, and went up mto a mountain to pray.

ng And as He prayed, t_he f_ashion of His coun-
tenance Was altered, and His raiment was white and
gﬁstering. . .

30 And, behold, there talked with Him two men,
which were Moses and Elias :

81 who appeared in glory, and spake of His
decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem.,

32 But Peter and they that were with Him ! were ' Den- 818

& 10. 9'

26. “In His own glory,” &c. The glory in which Christ shall come
to judge the world will be 1. His own, which He had before the worlds
as the eternal Son: 2. the special glory with which the Father clothes
Him as Judge, committing all judgment to Him, and setting Him upen

the great white throne (Rev. xx. 11.): 3. the glory of the heavenly host
who accompany Him.

28—36, The Transfiguration.

St. Matt, xvii. 1—9, St. Mark ix. 2—~10.

28. “To pray.” This is mentioned only by St. Luke, but we should
almost have concluded it for ourselves, had it not been named; for it
Seems most natural that it should be while He was engaged in blessed
Intercourse with Hig heavenly Father that His Transfiguration should
take place, Prayer opened the gates of heaven, and through those gates
here streamed down on Jesus the “ excellent glory” (2 St. Peter i.17.).

31. “Who appeared in glory.” That is, very glorious, partaking
of the glory with which the Lord was surrounded.

. “And spake of His decease.” The word translated “decease” here
18 “exodus’, that is ‘ departure’. There is probably a reference to the
xodus of Moges from Egypt, that being a type of Christ’s deliveranco
of Hig people, by a new Passover, from their bondage ; their Captain
nd Mediator leading the way from this Egypt to the heavenly Canaan,
To him who reads them aright the Law and the Prophets ever speak of
Christ'g decease, Yet surely in the unseen world these Saints had
@It more concerning this great mystery than they knew on ear thg
in g Dot even whether, when Moses lifted up the brazen serpen
)

: . iven him of its great typical
wil¢ : limpse given him o A% ]

Meining Yot oy bo apeaks of Chiists docnesand fhe vorls v

0 that it is o theme of holy joy and tbrilling Jn the veil ever new

ihe “spirits of just men made perfect” learn within the

%008 of the 1oye and the glory of Jesus. Ge



g, LUKE, IX.

. and when they were awake the

A.D.20. heavy with sleep ,
<aw His glory, and the two meht that stood with i)
33 And it came to pass, &2 they departed -

Him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is gooq

us to be here: and let us make three tabel‘naclfgl:

one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elj,’
not knowing what he said. '
34 While he thus spake, there came a cloyg
and overshadowed them : and they feared as .
entered into the cloud. ¥
95 ‘And there came a voice out of the cloud, sayin
m Matt,5.27.m This is My beloved Son: n hear Him, &
nActs3.2 a6 And when the voice was past, Jesus was founq
alone. And they kept 7 close, and told no man y
those days any of those things which they had Seenm

37 € And it came to pass, that on the next da
when they were come down from the hill mugi{
people met Him, ’

32. “ Heavy with sleep:” &c. The § ati —_—
bably taken place at nigh]i (See 37.) nla;'P ;aélézijl%l;r?$;0?11'llaglng-' .
which reminds us of that which overcame the same fa e d ‘thres
Gethsemane. Tt appears that on this occasion, altl vloutlie e in
actually fall asleep, they became drowsy while T esu:soug ; {eyb S
?Erﬁgs;%réotperfiec: (;va.ke’{ulness by the brightness of ptli?g eéi’siogt i?;g?

ranslate [} whe - - 7 ’
tragli}?ted_ ‘having kept thel?'lsgll\?gs 21323{: ﬁ?iilgh\ggl’rﬂ’d E}?a{:n fsreﬂflx oalft%{
out the visi i i iy e
g il lv;:;gna;cgfmﬂ.}vangehst thus guarding against its being suppoged
383, “It is :
wck shvegs, s s 3t spendou lives © gatog o hevvr
we have work to do for Christ beforc Hwes e bt
ness of moments of heavenly conte  latton shoul o Yet the bright-
toil, and gild our darkest hours Tlp Tﬁon B T i
passago is given us by an it tno er beautiful thought wpon this
“Christ’s glorified Manhood {fllil witter, “If the coniemplation ¢
“unwilling to be parted fromsci)t h L 410, Apeetle with Joy Stal ki
:: to the contemplation of His l’ori?)w S]g}al}i s fre mithhomn < g
o thing to dwell with two ongis ;f ts0 1]]1ea(1? And if it was s0 B
“ heavenly Jerusalem, to the gen lm  bom, gl thento.come ¥ )
born, which are written in }{f eral assembly and Church of the first
eaven, and to God the Judge of all, au%

““to these, not seen
' thr
(St. Anselm, quoted by A;;}l%egché?}:ﬁlss and darkly, but face to face

34, A ”» .
8 tgey entered.”—That is, Moses and Elijab, not the Apostic*
7—42, Healing of the lunatic child.

St. +
37. “On Matt. xvii. 14—21. St. Mark ix. 14—29.

the next dgy. : .
ransfiguration occurred g'l’ligﬂl}s makes it very probable that tbe_
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38 And, behold, & man of the com
saying, Master, I beseech Thee, look
for he is mine only child.

39 And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he sudden]
cieth out; and it teareth him that he foa,metl{
aga.in, and bruising him llﬂ-fdly departeth from

pany cried out, A.D.29.
upon my gon -

h{lﬁ] And I besought Thy disciples to cast him out -
qnd they could not. ’
41 And Jesus answering said, O faithless and
erverse generation, how long shall T be with you
and suffer you? Bring thy son hither. ’
42 And as he was 7yet a coming, the devil threw
him down, and tare Zém. And Jesus rebuked the

qnclean spirit, ‘and healed the child, and delivered
him again to his father,

43 9 And they were all amazed at the mioht
wer of God. But while they wondered everygon}ez
at all things which Jesus did, He said unto His
disciples,
44 Let these sayings sink down into your ears:
for the Son of man shall be delivered into the hands
of men.
45 °But they understood not this saying, and it w154

38, “ Mine only child.” So was Jairus’ daughter, and the widow of
Nain's son (See on viii, 42.).
89. “Hardly.” That is, ¢ with difficulty.’

43—45, Our Lord again foretells His Death and
Resurrection.

St. Matt. xvii, 22, 23. St. Mark ix, 30—32.

44, “ Lot these sayings” &c. By “these sayings” our Lord probably
meant His predictions of His own sufferings, referred to in the next
words, and which He had already spoken of (22.). It was needful to
impress these strongly upon His disciples, since His acts of power, and
the &}Hiazement of the people, would naturally encourage ambitious

Oughts of earthly greatness. -

45. “Thoy undeestood not” Tt was long before they really um}er:
Stood that Christ's kingdom was not of this world. It was only by Sfo-‘l‘
dogrees that they themselves attained to the truths they were o J[iem(;
the worlq (See on St, Mark vi. 52.). In the dimness of el ms}g‘:)t "
his time into the mature of Chuist and His work, it must have eeE
very Derplexing to hear One who could do such wonderful works spea

of Hig approaching sufferings and death. Gg2
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i hat they perceived it net.
20, was hid from them, that the] : ot: gy
&= Hley foared to ask Him of that saying. q

46 9 Then there arose 1‘0&&;;011111g AMONg they,
which of them should be g_reatesl : ) :
47 And Jesus, perceiving tte }_IPught of the;

heart, took a child, and set him by Him,
pyatt. 0. 48 and gaid unto them, .1’ Whosoever shall Yeoeive
40, . 4. this child in My name receiveth Me : and whosoeye,
¥ 1] peecive Me receiveth Him that sent Me: afy

Matt. 23, . .
V5 Lo that is least among you all, the same sha]]

reat, .
csorum 49 T And John answered and said, Master, we gy
LB e casting out devils in Thy name; and we forbaq

him, because he followeth not with us.

50 And Jesus said unto him, Forbid Z¢m not: fy
e Matt. s that is not against us is for us.
ch. 11, 23,

51 9 And it came to pass, when the time was come

46—50. Lesson in humility from a little child,
St, Matt. xviii, 1—14. St. Mark ix, 33—50.

47. ““ Perceiving the thought of their heart.” That is, probably,
the wish to kuow from Himself who should be greatest.

48. “Him that sent Me.” That is, God Himself. The blessing cannot
go higher. He who in love receives even a little child receives (in that
blessed fellowship by which God’s children are said to be in Him, and
He in them,) that God, who *“is Love.”

51—56. The Sons of Zebedee wishing to call down fire
upon a Samaritan village.

51. “ When the time was come” &e. This is a very important
mark of ,tlme., signifying the near approach of the last great events of
our Lord’s sojourn on earth, which ended in His being “ received up”
to hgavex} in the Ascension. Up to this point the whole of our Lord’s
public ministry related by St. Luke is placed in Galilee. We now turn
our eyes Southward towards Judesea and Jerusalem. Tt should be care
fully remembered that the same great break in the history is to be
observed in all the three earlier Gospels, the first portion of each being
concerned with our Lord’s Galileean ministry, and the last with the
_gvenés closely connected with the Crucifixion, (In St. Matthew thi
Jrea i)ccurs at xix. 1, and in St. Mark at x. 1) Our Lord’s progress ¥
milzﬁssa en:cl1 was not direct, but included a long missionary tour to mat
his tgﬁ Villages, in Galilee itself, and then in Samaria and Jud#
Fgatit 'thl;:ols gl‘leﬂy described m several places, ag, for instance, “H%
« Jerusalem‘{;g the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying towar
this tow ¢ d(m'l - 22. Compare xvii, 11, xviii. 31.). It is probable that

nded in our Lord’s arriving at Jerusalem in time for th
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+ o should be received up, He stedfastly set A.D.29.
that face to go to Jerusalem, . t Mark 16,
127 nd sent messengers before His face: and they Xust.2.
V2 % nd entered into a village of the Samaritans,
11-011:":11{6 ready for Hlm. . ] .
torlé‘ And vthey did not receive Him, because HisJqho+.

27 vas as though He would go to Jerusalem.
fagi And when His disciples James and John saw

3 they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command
thes, to come down from heaven, and consume them,
ﬁl’el o xEliﬂS did ? xl% }ﬂngs 1
+5 But He turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye =
k};'ow not what manner of spirit ye are of,

56 For ythe Son of man is not come to destroy LD S

J——
Feast of Dedication in the December before His Crucifixion (See on

gt John x. 22.). ' ) _
«He stedfastly set His face.”” That is, knowing perfectly, and

foretelling freguently, what should there befall Him, He ne_verthelvess

ﬂpprgached with calm and stedfast purpose the scene of His coming
S1011.

Pa;;' “ 8ent messengers.” At first perhaps He sent such as presented

themselves among His disciples, but after a little while He formed the

band of seventy for this purpose (x. 1.).

«To make ready.” Perhaps not alone to prepare food and lodging,
but to announce publicly His coming as the Messiah.

53, “ Because  His face” &ec. That is, He was evidently travelling
Southwards, only passing through Samaria on His way to Jerusalem,
He was now amnouncing Himself as the Messiah more publicly than
ever before, and it would be a very great offence to the Samaritans that
He should acknowledge Jerusalem as the holy city, and so condemn
them in their separation from the Jews (See on St. Matt. x. 5.).

54. “James and John.” Surnamed the ¢ Sons of thunder’, possibly
from the vehemence of character, of which we have here an example
(See on 8t, Mark iii. 17.).

“Even as Elias did.” Elijah called down fire from heaven upon two
Wmpanies of soldiers sent to take him by Ahaziah king of Israel, whose
death he had prophesied (2 Kings 1. 10, 12,).

96, “Ye know not what manner” &e. That is, either, ¢ Ye do not
‘know yourselves, nor what sort of spirit your wish shows that you
Btertain * or else, « Ye do not know the true nature of the spirit of that
‘gew and heavenly kingdom to which ye belong,—ye do not understand
,m']at the spirit of the new covenant of grace is one of love and forbear-
of ﬂce and the returning of good for evil! We may well notice that one
0 1ese two brothers, who would now have called c}own ﬁre from heaven
St Peest*é'oy these Samaritans, afterwards went with his fellov;l—apﬁ-‘“lle
A to call down upon the people of Samaria the fire of the Holy

host to g
. 2ve them (See Acts viil. 14—17.). _
5.  Nop come to destroy” &e. How gently and patiently then

shogld s " .
% Hig ginfy] servants deal with the erring and ignorant!
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' ave the And they w
.20, men's lives, but to save them. y went 1
another village,

57 € And it camo to Pass, 1]11{-[t’]' i’{ﬂ 11':\[c'-y.\w-n1, in
tho way, a ecrtain man aaid un 0‘, im, Lord, T wij
follow thee whithersoever tlumlgnuh’r‘-. |

58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have 1hoh\s,
and birds of the air have nests; but the Son (f
man hath not where to lay s hoadﬂ.

50 And Ho said unto another, Follow Me. By
he said, Lord, suffer mo first o go and bury my
fd’g;)el:iasus said unto him, Let the dead bury their
dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God,

eseo1Kin. 01 And another also said, Lord, #1 will follow
s Thee ; but let me first go bid them farewell, which
are at home at my house.

62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, havin
put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit
for the kingdom of God.

« Another village.” Which, doubtless, was willing to receive Him,
and thereby won a priceless blessing, Again we may notice the rule by
which Christ bestows His mercies. They are never forced upon the
unwilling (See on viii, 87.),

57—62, Warnings to certain who would follow Christ.
St. Matt, viii, 18—22,

62. “ No man, having put his hand” &ec. It was an innocent—nay,
in itself, a right thing—which this man wished to do. Under ordinary
circumstances our Lord would certainly have approved of such a token of
affection for his own family as he desived to show. But doubtless our
Lord saw in the man’s heart, and probably in his manner too, a backward-
ness, and shrinking from the work, which drew out the warning here given.
r_[‘hoso who would follow Christ must give themselves up wholly to Hin
There must be no backward looks (like those of Lot’s wife) ; only a sted-
fast unflinching eye to the work of the great Master, By “fif for the

< kingdom of God” our Lordl means ‘ serviceable, or useful, in doing the
work of that kingdom.’

—— S

57. "It came 1o pass,” &e, The follow- | For inst 1 Ior
: 88, . - ance . events are Il
Ing evlentsl are placed by St.Matthew at | bably given ’inh etlliéi:hfme place DY St.
utm.uc 1e]azher part of our Lord’s ministry. | Matthew, because he connects them 1
Ev:lgu?li‘yt necessary to repeat fh?.t the | verse 18 with the rest of the mm:ah‘?i
arran;:?nlgs Sa]ldo not make a point of | whereas St. Luke introduces them withot
e £ ,

the events of our Lord’s | anything took place:
life in the precise order of-LE ol ot yihing to show when they

{

. And we m jce that the nature ©

{ﬁ‘écgsr d?;d betil;l%t therefore differences in | the events %ﬁe?nogf\['}c; would, if we l{ll‘ﬁ
need mob g ween the different Gospels | nothing else to guide us, lead to the X

" . i) Nl AY . . ; ET
often able i«é‘l-gggh ?;Ls . We are however | that they took place in the early, rath

_ s of difference to | thani _ ord’s publi¢
B?f ?;vhe? one of the Evangelists has pre- mlﬁﬁsltlx}-; ¢ later, part of our L
Q‘w‘cd t' e tme pla(-e of tlle eVEtllt I'E‘I&wd‘ f
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CHAPTER X. A.D.2.

at once seventy disciples 10 1worls miracles, and 1o

out
{ Ch pist M%Ie;{l?m onisheth them to be bu{mb."ﬁ, and whevein to vejoice: 21
' : . father for His grace: 23 magnifieth the happy estate aof

?l;-('{l{:i. Ih.,t, ' ) )
pheth D15 oLy acheth the lawoyer how to altain eternal (i ol 3
.1?};?5 "iff'f,‘( ]ifrwﬁir IF:?; ’neig)':bmu- that needeth his mercy: 41 7'ejj-n-«}$;;m}?
ch;f;:"l ]fmd commendeth Mary her sister.
[ () ] . .
FTER these things the Lord appointed other
seventy also, and *sent them two and twoedarke7,

\efore His faco into every city and place, whither
1o Himself would come,

5 Therefore said He unto them, »The harvest b Matt, 0. 3,
quly ds great, but the labourers are few: °pray Fohnsss.
o therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He ¢2Thess.3.1,

would send forth labourers into His harvest,

b e p—

CHAPTER X,
1-16. Sending forth of the Seventy.
Compare the sending forth of the Twelve Apostles, St. Matt, x.

1. “ Other seventy.” That is, besides the Twelve Apostles, whom
He had chosen some time before (vi. 13.). From the earliest times it
was held that, as the Twelve Apostles were succeeded by the order of
Bishops as the highest order in the Church, so the Seventy were suc-
ceeded by the order of Priests. The former answer to the twelve
Patriarchs, the founders of the people of Isracl, the latter to the seventy
Elders, chosen by Moses, upon whom God poured out His Spirit
(Num, xi, 25.), Ancient writers frequently refer to the twelve wells
of water and seventy palm-trees at Elim (Ex. xv. 27.) as a type of
the twelve Apostles and seventy Disciples, who bestow the waters of
lifo, and provide a blessed shelfer for the weary, in the barren wilder-
ness of this world, St. Luke alone relates the appointment of the
Seventy, as he alone relates also the appointment of the seven Deacons
(Acts i, 1-6.).

. “Sent them two and two.” Our Lord had already sent messengers
in like manner before Him to prepare for His approach (ix. 52.). He
10w more formally appoints these to the work. We are not however
' suppose that this appointment was only for the temporary purpose

’re named of going before our Lord on His tour from place to place as

® gradually approached Jerusalem, The Seventy were doubtless set
wPart to ho ‘Christ’s heralds for the rest of their lives, and when they

? Mo longer to prepare men for His coming in the cities and villages
0f the Holy Land, they would still go forth to preparc men for His

8%t coming at {he last da .

thg. ST gt yThiS saying our Lord also used just bef?}ﬂlfi
remasenchng forth of the Twelve (St. Matt. ix. 87, 38.). Itis we
i tked that ¢ the sending out of the Seventy was of itself an ':FI}S?BI'
“Jesthe Prayer, which, on the occasion of sending fo;-t}{ the “ih‘:;;
sndiyy e His disclples to offer” (Olshausen.). Glod was even

labourers into His harvest,
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AD.2. 3 CGo your ways: behold, I send you fopty, ag

lambs among wWolves.

. scrip, nor .
axark6.8 4 8 Carry neither purse, nor P, shoes: 4, 1

3 .,
8 e esalute no man by the wa)

5 And into whatsoever house ye enter, first g ay,
to this house.
P%acfxiﬁ if the son of peace be there, your peace
shall rest upon it: if not, 1t shall turn t? you again
r1oont0.2r. 7 And in the same house remain, feating gy
¢100r.0.4 drinking such things as they give : for &the laboyye,
e s i worthy of his hire, Go not from house to hoyge,
8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they
~ yeceive you, eat such things as are set before you

sen.0.2 9 Band heal the sick that are therein, and say
tver.11.  unto them, i The kingdom of God is come nigh unfy

&417. YOU. .

10 But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they
receive you not, go your ways out mnto the streets
of the same, and say,

keh.9.5 1] ®Kven the very dust of your city, which

&18.6.  cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you: notwith-
standing be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God
1s come nigh unto you.

3. “Go your ways:” &c. It is observable that many of the direc-
tions given to the Seventy are similar to those given to the Twelve,
as we should naturally expect. Still it seems not improbable that
8t. Matthew, in his account of the Mission of the Twelve Apostles
(St. Matt. x.), is grouping together our Lord’s various directions as to
the Pastoral Office, and thus may include some things spoken to the
Seventy (See Note on St. Matt. x. 1.).

4, *“Balute no man” This is an expression implying great haste.
The messengers had momentous work to do, and must not stop to greet
friends or held converse by the way. Salutations in the Kast were,
3;:;31 are to this day, so formal and ceremonious as to consume much

e

6. *If the son of peace be there.”” By “gon of peace” is meant
one fit to receive the peace you offer. The expression answers {0

If tlie hopse be worthy ™ (St. Matt. x. 13.).
: 7. .hEs,nng and drinking” &e. That is, content with, and thankful
or, whatever they have 1o give you. This suggests a reason for the
?gglc)lnilnd, ;.Go not from house to house” : as though it were, ‘ Go 10
‘tah;led?ee Ing where you may fare best and be most agreeably enter=

113 - .

9. “The kingdom of God is come nigh” At first that kmgi

dom wag ¢ :

at hanc " NOW it jg 5 all
. is » — ¢,
Bays, God “Rath trans come nigh.” Afterwards S

(Col.1. 13)) lated us into the kingdom of His dear on’

.
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5 But T say unto you, that 'it shall be more A.D.29.
1 ple in that day for Sodom, than for that city. 1 Merko 1
toler&m Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, mMatt.11.21,
15’]) Zidat » for if the mighty works had been done » Ezek. 3. 6.
. et[[}ffre and Sidon, which have been done in you,
in 24 a great while ago repented, sitting in

th ej;c]oth and ashes,

saCi But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and
1on at the judgment, than for you.
115 o And thou, Capernaum, which art Pexalted to?Matt:11.23

peaven, 9 shalt be thrust down to hell. p}?j&g(}::g
16 *He that heareth you heareth Me; and ®he Imi 1413l
mat despiseth you despiseth Me; *and he that B
despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me. 2,20,
17 4 And "the seventy returned again with joy, S%E;hﬁzg fgs
saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us+ohn 5. 25
fzough Thy neree e
18 And He said unto them, *I beheld Satan as &16.11.
Jightning fall from heaven. Rapits

12, “That day.” *“The day of judgment” (St.Matt, x.15.), Tt is
a very solemn and impressive way of speaking of it to call it * that day.”
It is that great day, which should be to us above all other days.

16, “He that despiseth” &c¢. How careful should this make us
not to despise the message of those who bear Christ’s commission and
speak in His Name,

17—20. Return of the Seventy.

17, “The seventy returned.” We cannot tell how long they had
been absent, though probably not for long. Doubtless our Lord ap-
pointed them a certain number of days for their first absence, as it
appears as though they all returned at the same time.

“Even the devils are subject” &e. This was plainly the upper-
most thought in their minds, Their miraculous powers were to them
d greater subject of rejoicing than either their personal hopes, or the
lessedness of their office, So the Lord conveys to them a gentle
rehuke, even while He confirms to them their powers,

18. “T beheld Satan” &e. The word “beheld” here is not to be
;m(?&rstood of bodily sight but of spiritual contemplation. And the
Sy vdgn fall of Ratan spoken of is not his first fall with “the angels
gr“'h“’h kept not their first estate” (St. Jude 6.), but his fall from

lfi‘t Power and dominion through the coming of Christ his Conqueror.

ak “hen did our Lord behold this vision of the fall of the prince of
st Not alone, as might seem at first sight, at the time of the

IR «
by Fiiur {mm heaven.” “Heaven” is used | of Capernaum 88 *“exalted unto bear
Genity a(:}réi In the same gense of high | *“ven” (15.),

Position, when He speaks
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ap.2 19 Behold, v] give unto you power to tread ,
d scorpions, and over all the powey é;‘

s park 10,18, SETpENts an _
Ads.5 (1o enemy: and nothing shall by any means Ly

x 5 " ‘n * rou. '] [ . LI
5;%%%1&2 J 90 Notwithstanding 1n this rejoice not, that {},
bject unto you; but rather rejojeq
]

Isai. 4. 3. g
Dan.12.1. gpirits are sul i 4
itten in heaven,

Phil. 4.3
D b3y Decause “ your names are Wi

Heb, 12,

T A

$20.13 91 € In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, apg
TTT——

absence of the Seventy, ag though our Lord were describing the ¢
throw of Satan which they had been enabled to effect. The beholdv'er‘
«must be referred, not merely to the period during which the Sey ng
« were absent, but to past time in general, so that the meanin o
«be,—Long ere this have I seen in spirit the power of evil asga‘j(f uld
« gverthrown” (Olshausen.). We must not fail to remark here our I "
lain witness to the existence, and the power, of the prin i
spirits, If the prince is cast down, He would ’say to thg 8 o . el
marvel that his wicked servants—¢ the devils”—h 1 eventy, no
too. We must mark our Lord’s words at a still a]w;(; -OSt th i pomwer
«“ghall the prince of this world be cast out” (St ?fllpell?d, “ Now
showing that Satan’s power was not wholly destro ed 011(11 yld' 51.), as
receive %fgﬂtl;f blow on Calvary, Perhaps we mag say ‘that éﬁg i?:;trdto
vision of Satan’s fall pictured an overthrow, which, 1l i dod
partly fulfilled then, still embraces ; , which, though indeed
will nobbi finafly, Sevampllene 0% L0 Joles ol ¥ta 'Gosgol el nd
2. ‘Behold, I give you oy " e
bodily a5 el o8 sphsoat, I e Futt of .- Chaist hero bestons ome
over every sort of evil, or rather confir t] IEIEl HIGTQ Yelaws povies
bestowed.” The fact that He doo ms the power already silently
power to the Seventy on first senil‘ not appear to have named this
greater in His eyes was their me ing them forth, shows how much
“more excellent way” than e \ess?}gle 1?‘lan their powers, There is a
These miraculous powers wer ven the “best gifts” (1 Cor. xii. 3L).
bef;ée our Lord returned to hegvggn(ﬁ Slzn%?aroknce' r;lgrel fo 3 it
. “In this rejoic 9 - Mark xv1, 17, 18.).
our Lord utters to Jthe esgfc;;t &cii tere 1 the gentlo )1'ebuke which
great gifts bestowed on them y;whic 1(1% Wﬁould not have them despise the
ut He would not have them lory i e had just solemnly confirmed,
of rejoicing, even that their glory in them. They had a higher ground
were enrolled among th names were written in heaven,—that they
iz His good IJleaﬂureg to e number of Gol’s elect servants, to whom it
1la.nd one which should n%\{{ee tﬁf@}gngg‘}op}. A blessed priw:rilege indeed,
vy Slled to such high privilege ejoiee, Jet refoioo ith. tremb S
¢ “the angels which kept not Ry them should through pride
eir first estate” (St. Jude 6.).

21—24,
4, God’s truth revealed to the humble.
St. Matt. xi, 2527, xiii 16, 17

rejoicing of e oicod in spirit” Mark the di .
wondrous pOWei' Ssill;zants and that of their Lofd.dl%igncie'gitgs eiI:l gig
.y Possessed : He in the blessed tru?ir:hs Jmacde known

.21.. “ Tesus ro
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id T thank Thee, O Father, Tord of heaven and A.D. .
sl g Thou hast hid these things from {he
ef 'and prudent, and hast revealed them unto

y18€ =/ v 1
habes s even 80, F ather; for so it seemed good in

Thy sight. . )
oy o2 All things are delivered to Me of My »dutt 25 15,

ofher : and Pno man knoweth who the Son is, but &in3 .
e Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, %172

3 2 Many an-

and he to whom the Son will reveal Him. clent copics
3 . . . el es6

93 And He turned Him unto His disciples, and words, And
. - . urmn (s

il privately, Blessed are the eyes which see the Hisdisciptes,
s ﬂ at ve see: He said, -

things that § s b John 1. 18.

94 for I tell you, ©that many prophets and kings S0 i
pave desired to see those things which ye see, and

pave not seen them; and to hear those things which
ye hear, and have not heard them.

/ 95 q And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and

e

to the lowly. The ancient reading here seems to be, “rejoiced in the
« Holy Ghost,” which St, Cyril understands as meaning “rejoiced in
“the works and miracles wrought by means of the Holy Ghost.” But
it seems more natural to understand such an expression as meaning
‘rejoiced with that joy which the Holy Ghost bestows. And if any
think such an expression strange as spoken of the eternal Son of God,
they must remember that it is no more strange than the truth that
the Holy Ghost descended on our Lord at His Baptism- (Sce on
St. Matt. iii, 16. iv. 1.).

23. “He turned Him unto His disciples,” &ec. It appears from
this that certain others had gathered round Him as He spoke to the
feventy, The saying here recorded as spoken “ privately” was probably
uttered in a low tone so as to be heard only by the disciples standing
close to Him, It is recorded by St. Matthew as spoken on a different
occasion, and, like many of our Lord’s sayings, may well have frequently
formed a part of His teaching at various times. .

24. “Many prophets and kings.” St. Peter speaks of the ancient
Dophets as “searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of
‘:Chl‘lhi.: which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the

‘Sll.ﬁ’ermgs of Christ, and the glory that should follow” (1 §t. ?et. i.1L.).

heir language was at best, “ I ghall sce Him, but not now’ (I\u_m._ XELY;

)+ ours is, « Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation” (St. Luke . 30.).

2537, Parable of the Good Samaritan.

25, “ A certain T » Lik ther lawyer on another
. ; wyer &o. 1Ke ano ’
peasion (See on St, Matt, xxii. 85.), this man does not appear to ha,“i
™ any evi] design in his question, To ‘tempt’ only means to * prove

‘{;a‘ltry’, and the lawyer's ohject scems to have been simply to make

of our Lord’s learning, or fo discover what His teaching was. The
1905tion this Tawyer asked was indeed the most important any man cal
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A.D.29. tempted Him, saying, t Master, what shall T 4, o
1016, inheri 1 life? L

’3‘}3&?'3{:3' ° mlggu%s ’t;%;%a ynto him, What is written in the law)

cadest thou? 5
B And ho answering said, Thou shalt love iy

: 1 thy heart, and with g
4 thy God with al "
1:;10; souls: and with all thy strength, and wity

o neighbour as thyself,
gll thy mind; and thy & Deut. 6. 5.y Lev. 19,18,

98 And He said unto him, Thou hast answereq
rLev.165 tight: this do, and §thou shalt live. .
Nen 9.2 29 But he, willing to " justify himself, said unto
B2 Jesus, And who 18 my neighbour ? '
nen 615 30 And Jesus answering said, A certamn man went

ask. It was the same which the gaoler at Philippi asked (Acts xvi. 30.),
and which every man, who cares for his soul, must ask.

96. “ What is written” &c. Christ refers him at once to that Law,
which was his professed study, and in which he, as a lawyer, should
have been well versed. It is as though He said, ¢ Thou art a lawyer,
‘learned in the Scriptures: canst thou not find an answer to thy
‘question there?’ It is thought by some that our Lord may have
pointed to the phylactery (See on St. Matt. xxiii, 5.) worn by this
lawyer, upon which the first portion of his answer was probably written,
this being a favourite text for the purpose.

27. “Thou shalt love” &c. This answer was the best the lawyer
could have given, for it sums up our whole duty to God and man.
¢ Love is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom, xiii. 10.).

28, “This do, and thou shalt live”” The lawyer had answered
well, and blessed would he have been had his life been in accordance
with his principles, That man canmot go wrong who loves God with all
his heart and his neighbour as himself. How far are we all from this!
Jesus would lead the lawyer to prove and test in action that which he
acknowledged in word, and this would at once bring to light the shal:
lowness of his view of that love of which he spoke so well. It would
also at once reveal to him his own weakness and sinfulness. In trying
E) fulfil the law he would learn how far he was from really doing 0, for

by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. iii. 20.). ~And thus he
would be brought to see and acknowledge his need of a Saviour, an
of a be:’fter strength than his own (See on St. Matt, xix. 17.).

29. “ Willing to justify himself.?”’ \Vishing to make himself out

just, and to show that he b v 98
any had a claim upon hi(z}n. ad really fulfilled the law of love 50 fa¥

“_And who is my neighbour 2
Jewish doctors Jaid down many rules
out all foreigners from the narrow cirel

30. “A certain man?* &e.
to the question of the law

This was a point upon which the
of their OW.%. iuverlftoiﬂn’ shutting
‘cle of their neighbourly love.
{ntﬂtus tﬁafable our Lord does not Eepily
\wyer, but to the spirit which gave rise ¥ °°
frgmd()g: a;); spolw who is to be looked upoI;I as‘:; niilglgibom claimié
neighhourl 1T1g its of love, but who acts most in the spirit of bree
Jlove. When the lawyer would draw a line to mark ©
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dm\'“ from ..Tm-usn_lmn to fll‘l‘i(‘ll(), and f(;n amone A.D. 29
which stripped him of his raiment mlg]. ey
] 1 (

fhieves, U 1 departec .
sounded him, and departed, leaving 7 half dead
a1 And by chance there came down a certain

riest that way: and when he saw him, The passed: pe.:

v on the other side. , 'he passed ! ps.3s 11,
13:2 1?:(111101113331S1000{1L' Li[ixeg'}ltei, ‘when ({1@ was at the
Jlace, calie (e v ham, an assed

{he otht‘l‘ Sldt‘. ’ P by on

0 B % ) k by
23 But a certain *§ .
83 1 Samaritan, as he journeyed, xJohna.o.

s

pis neighbour from others, he showed .
nlf \\'lli(ﬁl he was talking; for that (lmtr](;af{zlli;rknew ]1_10thmg: of that love
pass, 1o point where the claims on it cease ‘S\r?;? ine which it cannot
does Jesus here turn the lawyer’s Hhoushis fl‘Ol‘Ill tl} Whaif Divine wisdom
a¢ to who is his neighbour upon his ow‘ﬁ heart a,ndlgogqsls?mble disputes
«went down.” It is con : : 1ence,
1 tpee of going up 10 e d1m—0nf1n other countries besides our own
“ From ; eruga,lem ,to J (?“]:Ill ’Eom, tl}e capital city.
Julea, nearly twenty mﬂeqe-'gc o.J 'Jencho was the second city in
miti] plain, and was cailedo‘l‘nﬂ erusalem. It stood in a rich and
The road between Jerusalem 1le city of palm-trees” (Judg. i. 16.).
and frequented by robbgrq ) azlllcatJ (()-':ll;lechl()) Ix;'asf 1}';1& and ﬁnountainous,
3l  wavy’ Sy ’ 3. Ol 1t was ca Edﬂ]e‘]_‘ 4’
%ﬁc;loff}l(]igt ":ﬂi‘s Iﬁ?g}l) I;hgplgégggcig ﬁ?tm?ﬁm thel]'ia. It is worthyeof
durine A lact 4 ave been spoken at some period
e B Gt £ e o
2 m he direction of Jericho (Se Q
xx. 29.), so that it is very possible th: Nee on St. Matt.
1, b - y possible that the scene of the parable was
ety R B P ey ol B e o R i
thention of Butl s is rendered the more probable from the immediate
ey Ce;t- 1any afterwarlt\“lls (See on 38.).
: ain priest.’” Many priests lived at Jericl
o - yp ived at Jericho, and would be
““ﬁui)l‘;?n}t _01(1) t:lel. lroad between it and Jerusiem. Archbishop Trench
brother i113qu31 8 10 wretched hypocrisy of this man in passing by a
mads their begst ore dneed of help, when the Law, in which the priests
v pressine ] adal} of which they were the teachers, was so careful
“ ghalt noi:g S-le h uties of compassion that it had twice said :—* Thou
“Yide th ’selgef 1y brother’s ass or his ox fall down by the way, and
“agrin” B(E Odrom them: thou shalt surely help him to lift them up
o his ggq Tf){ . XXlii, b, Deut. xxii. 4.). Here, not a brother’s ox
himge]f f;(’)m‘lfi a brother himself, was lying in his blood, and he hid
being e t}lllm' Doubtless the danger of the robbers themselves
Priest, at hand would hasten the steps of this selfish hard-hearted
392, .
Ewishy éh$e}?te'” He_ too, though holding an inferior office in the
torc , would, in his degree, be naturally expected to act
Constan ] th the precepts of that law of which he must have been
33, « ), ¢ hearer,
Snse? on Stﬁ?m Samaritan® That is, & stranger and an enemy
. Matt. x, 5, and St. Jobn iv. 9.), Who would have every

Otivg f, ;
o le‘mng the wounded man to his fate.
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A.D.2. came where he was: and when he saw him, he hyq

— ion on him _
Cogilpazfﬁld went to him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his owy

beast. and brought him to an i, and took cayg
anl, L

ofglglmAnd on the morrow when he departed, he

: : ' the host and
1c out two pence, and gave them to :
g?d{ ?1?1‘[0 hirrIl), Take care of him; and \yhatsoev.er
thou spendest more, when I come again, I will
repay thee, .

:}Bﬁb Which now of these three, thinkest thou, wag
neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?

«He had compassion” It was this which made the Samaritan
a neighbour to his wounded fellow-creature. It is not place, bpt love,
“which makes neighbourhood” (Wordsworth.). The true neighbour
is he who links himself to others by neighbourly love and sympathy.

34, % Pouring in oil and wine.” These were much esteerr;ed re-
medies for wounds in the East, Observe the unselfish care of this man,
who forgetting his own danger, patiently dresses the wounds of the
sufferer before he raises him from the ground. )

“Set him on his own beast” Thus doubtless walking by his
gide.

“An inn” The inns in the East were usually large courtyards with
buildings in which travellers might find shelter, but without any “host”
to take care of them, the travellers taking with them all that they
required. Our Lord however in this place speaks of an inn in which
there was a resident “host,” as in modern inns, so that some such
doubtless existed in the Holy Land. We find the Samaritan not only
bringing the wounded man to the inn, where he might have given him
into the care of others, but continuing to watch over him as long as
he stayed.

35. “Two pence.” That is, about fifteen pence of our money.
This however does not fairly describe the amount, for money was of
more value then than now, so that a penny was the usual amount
of a day’s wages for a man (Sce on St Matt. xx, 2.). It was also
a day’s pay for a Roman soldier,

Compassion in this Samaritan was no idle sentiment, Tt had its
proper fruit in the willing bestowal both of trouble and of money upon
its object.

o8 “ Which now of these three,” &c. The lawyer had asked,

Who is my neighbour?” Jesus teaches him to beware of the state

—

383, Two pence.” Although it hag not | of silver or one eighth of an ounce,
tt)genl t1'éha:>ught well in this Commentary | which, if silver is re%koued at six shil-
e e the usually accepted value of | lings an ounce, would be exactly nine-
Ve eml{ as given in the margin in|pence. The calculation however has

us piaces, yet probably the value | little practical importance, since the rea

would be better expressed by ni g

; sed by ninepence | value of money depends upon the cost
than by sevenpence halfpenny. The de- | of the necessaries olf) life, ¢
narius, or penny, contained gixty grains
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a7 And he said, 1[3‘;_“1:!‘(-‘ showed mercy on him. A.D.2.
Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise,

\"38 q Now it came to pass, as they went, that Ho
ored into a certain village : and a cortain woman, ;.o
JOILT v A

e ; . S
;-nnt‘d 1 Martha received Him into her house, & 12,2, 3,

e e =

£ heart out of which such a question could spring. e draws a picture
; who was a true neighbour in his compassion to others, and Ile
he lawyer copy him, B_\;'.SO doing he would soon learn in
o to answer his own question, “Who is my neighbour?”  He
would find out that as soon as true neighbourly love dwelt in his own
heart he would have_occnsmn to ask that question no more.

The Church has in all ages traced in this beautiful parable a yet
decper meaning, seeing in the Good Samaritan a picture of Christ
Himself, The wounded man, in this view, is human nature, stripped
of original righteousness and well-nigh of life itself by him who was
«a murderer from the beginning™ (St. John viii, 44.). "The Priest and
ihe Levite represent the Law, which, whether by commandment or by
werifice, had no power to save;.for “by the deeds of the law there

ughall no flesh be justified in His sight” (Rom. iii, 20.), and the

merifices of the Law could not “make the comers thereunto perfect,”

oar “take away sins” (Heb, x. 1—4.). But when Christ came, then

came the healing of wounds and salvation. Though we were enemies,

He did not pass us by. In the wine and the oil we may perhaps see

“the Blood of His Passion and the anointing of the Holy Spirit”

(Trenck). In the Good Samaritan sctting the wounded man on his

own beast, while he walked himself on foot, we are reminded of Him

who came “not to be ministered unto, but to minister” (St. Matt. xx. 28.).

The inn may well be a type of the Church, whose work is the healing

of souls, and the host a type of the stewards of Christ’s mysteries, whom

He bids to take care of His people till He comes again, bringing His

reward with Him,

Archbishop Trench has well pointed out that our Church would lead
us to take this deeper view of the Parable by selecting as the Epistle
for the 13th Sunday after Trinity, when this Parable forms the Gospel,

& passage (Gal. iii. 16—23.) which states the very truth conveyed by
this view of the Parable, namely that righteousness and salvation are
not by the Law but by Jesus Christ,

38—42, Martha and Mary.

38, “Ag th 2 is, upon their great journey which
Endgd at J eruseaylrelgel(lgee 0?1]]?}:. 151.).pPr0bably glis_ visit to Bethany
(Which we must doubtless understand by “a certain village”) took place
t the time of the Feast of Dedication, some months before the last
ireat Scenes at Jerusalem, for that our Lord was present at that feast
Oe e expressly told by St John (x. 22.). Bethany was a small Ylll::lge
LII1  ocky height nearly two miles from J erusalem, Eastward, 0‘1 er :e
;1_11]1;5 of Olives (See Map). It was on the road from Je}rtisa emd i(;
th *ho, which road beyond Bethany is most wild and desolate, an

f‘scene of the f : oo on 30.).
- home.’?re%ﬁ?sg feifgs 16;0( iiﬁply th)at Martha was the elder

Of one
pids 1
ractic
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39 And she had a sister called Mary, ™ whic, alis

A.D. 2. Ma
Tor g, "sat at Jesus feet, and heard His word,

s s 40 But Martha was cumbered about much Serving
n g . 3 :

Acis2.3. gand came to Him, and said, Lord, dost Thoy ot
care that my sister hath left me to serve alypgs
bid her therefore that she help Ime. ¢

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Marth,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about man}i
things :

° Pp. 2. 4 42g but ®one thing is needful: and Mary hay
chosen that good part, which shall not be take
away from her.

e e

sister, and that her parents were dead. She was acting as mistress
of the house. ‘

30. “ Sat at Jesus’ feet.”” This seems to have been while the meal
was being prepared.

40, “ Cumbered.” Literally, ‘distracted,” or ‘drawn in different
‘directions.” In her great anxiety to do honour to her Guest, Martha
scarcely knew which way to turn, and it grieved her to see her sister
heedless of all her trouble, and wrapped up in her listening to Jesus,

41, “ Martha, Martha,” &c. Our Lord’s rebuke is very loving and
gentle. He rebukes her not for her active service, but for being so full
of care and trouble about it that she forgot for the time that any thing
else could be of greater importance. Observe here how ¢ careful” has its
proper meaning of ‘full of care” It is the same word which our Lord
uses, when He says “ Take no thought” (See on St. Matt. vi. 25.).

42. “One thing is needful.” Martha was troubled about many
things. Only one thing should be the object of real and deep anxiety.
And that ¢ one thing” was the “good part” Mary had chosen. By
“good part” is meant ‘ good portion’, with reference to the feast. Martha
would prepare a great feast with many rich portions : Mary had chosen
the one truly good portion, namely the “ Bread of Life.” Martha would
feed her holy Guest with the best she had: Mary would rather be fed
by Him, Jesus does not say that Martha had chosen a bad part : only
Mary had chosen a better. And that good part should “mnot be taken
“away from her,” The Lord was her portion, and that portion she ha
for ever.

We may see in these two sisters examples of two very different classes
of persons. Martha represents those who serve Christ in busy active
labour ; Mary those who serve Him in secret adoration and devotion.
Each have their place in Christ’s Church, and each win their blessing
But Christ Himself declares the latter the more blessed service.
fnrmer may be mere outward activity ; the latter is closer to Himself.
We can do better without labours than without devotion, It has been
said that ¢ T? labour is to pray.’ Surely it is equally true that to pray
a % labour in our Master’s service. But we must not think our Lo
. esflleslus to draw a contrast between labours and devotion, His re uke
16 for those who make light of devotion and would call others away n}
1t to more active service, The best and truest life is one (like that ¢
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CHAPTER XI.

" Leth to pray, and that *ins_tant?y: 11 assuring that
1 07;;2 tsti_vie‘zfs good things. 14 He, casting out a dumd de-egll, :-'ebu?g?;al ti?:
il ?mnoug Pharisecs: 28 and sheweth who are blessed: 29 preachetl,
bla‘:ﬁ[’ people, 37 and reprehendeth the outward shew of holiness in the

ND it came to pass, that, as He was praying
in a.lcertailél Piac% _ Whin gﬁle ceased, one of
.. disciples said unto Him, Tord, teach us to
g?}fhn glso taught his disciples, el
9 And He said unto them, When ye pray, say,
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy
pame. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as
in heaven, so In earth.

——

angels) made up of both these forms of service—active labours and
inward devotion.

“There are, in this loud stunning tide
Of human care and crime,
With whom the melodies abide
Of the everlasting chime;
Who carry music in their heart
Through dusky lane and wrangling mart,
Plying their daily task with busier feet,
Because their secret souls a holy strain repeat.”

(Christian Year.)

CHAPTER XI.

1-13. Prayer, with the Lord’s Prayer.
St. Matt. vi, 9—15. vii, T—12,

L “As He was praying” &e. This is evidently a different occasion
from that on which the Lord’s Prayer is given by St. Matthew. Then
owr Lord was speaking the Sermon on the Mount, which was near the
beginning of His public ministry: now He is praying, and the event
p,clated during the history of His last great journey. Then the

Tayer was uttered in the midst of a longer discourse upon prayer;
10W1t is given in answer to the request of one of the disciples. )
St As John also taught” &e. We have no record of the prayer which
wh"John the Baptist taught his disciples, this being the only place in

ICE‘the fact is alluded to at all. ;oo
of %rdgh en ye pray, say.” A distinct command to use & 8¢

2, u

Log Our Father 4 tfal. If He uttered the Prayer, as

Téopredtit%&m on thig dgécasggegrllerex%g (ilso‘;)l;'o‘i’able' in the popular ‘lan%ag%gf

I the %?e of the Prayer which He gave | the Jews (the SyI‘O-Chﬂ}@a‘cgﬁe &neek
0 on the Mount, or no, is | ferences may exis %n }1? -
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AD.2. 14 §cAnd He was casting out devil, and it wegq
e mo o a2, dumb, And it came to pass, when the devil wag gop,q
out, the dumb spake ; and 't;he people wondered,
aMatt.9.34. 15 But some of them sa;d, dHe caste_th out devilg
2 Gr. Beetze- through 2 Beelzebub the chief of the devils,

buhandso 16 And others, tempting Hum, © sought of Him 4
° Matt 12.38. giomy from heaven. _ _
tyoms2 17 But fHe, knowing their thoughts, said untg

them, Every kingdom divided against itself is
brought to desolation ; and a house divided against
a house falleth. .

18 If Satan also be divided against himself, how
shall his kingdom stand? because ye say that I
cast out devils through Beelzebub. '

19 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by
whom do your sons cast them out? therefore shall
they be your judges.

20 But if I 8with the finger of God cast out
devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is comse
upon you.

21 When a strong man armed keepeth his palace,

his goods are in peace :

€ Ex.8.19.

14—23, The Accusation of casting out devils by
Beelzebub.

St. Matt. xii. 22—30. St. Mark iii, 22—30.

14, “It was dumb.” Causing dumbness and, as we know from
St. Matthew, blindness also in the person afflicted.

16. “Others, tempting Him,” &c. These were some of the Scribes
and Pharisees, and the answer to them is given a little farther on
(29—32.).

_17. “Xnowing their thoughts.” The thoughts of those who said,
either to themselves, or at least out of His hearing, “He casteth out
“devils through Beelzebub.”

20. “With the finger of God.” That is, ¢ with the power of God,’
the * finger” being here used as ‘hand’ and ‘arm’ are elsewhere for the
putting forth of power, In St. Matthew it is “ by the Spirit of God.”

21. “When a strong man armed” &e. This is fuller than in the

e

14. *“ And He was” de. St. Luke seems
here to break in upon his orderly nar-
rative, collecting together a number of
events and sayings without regard to the
time when, or order in which, they oc-
curred. There is nothing specially in-
Btrcxictwe in the exact order of the events,
31'1 therefore_ the inspired Evangelists

0 not make it of any importance. In-

often it is more instructive to group

together like sayings or events, though
occurring at diﬁ'g:ent, times (See Note ‘;ﬁ
St. Matt. x. 5.), than to present ther
in the true order of their occurrenty
St. Luke proceeds to set forth Christ &
His works and words without regﬂbabiy
historical order from this point prq,i )
a8 far as xiii. 21, the next verse, t}ﬂl TJast
taking up again the history of the
great journey,
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1t Bwhen a stronger than he shall come upoﬁ A.D. 29,
'22 b;l 1 overcome him, he taketh from him allnis s 1,
11%n1,arm our wherein he trusted, and divideth hig © %2
Jus
SRO;}S‘HG that is not with Me is against Me: and he
g it gathel’eth not with Me scattereth,
1

94 q When the unclean spirit is gone out of a

on, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest;
nil ] ’ﬁnding none, he salth, I will return unto my
%ouse whence 1 came out. .

95 And when he cometh, he findeth ¢ swept and
gamished. .

96 Then goeth he, and taketh 40 him seven other
gpixits more wicked than himself; and they enter

i

other Gospels. The *strong man armed” is Satan or Beelzebub. His
«palace” is this world, of which in its evil he is prince. His “goods”
ore those who are ““taken captive by him” (2 Tim., ii. 26.). And these
are “in peace” 50 long as they rest content in their captivity, and love
their prison. It is a fearful thing to be in the power of Satan at all:
it is a still more fearful thing to be in his power, and yet to be “in
“peace.”

p22. “But when a stronger than he” &e. If Christ had not been
gronger than Satan, He could not have delivered hLis captives out of
their bondage, By the “armour” of Satan is probably meant simply
his powerful hold on his victims, or his power through their depravity
and viciousness to resist the approach of good. By dividing his spoils
is meant claiming, and devoting to good and holy urce, those whom
Satan had hitherto kept safely in his pilace as his own “goods.” When
a conqueror takes a city or palace, the “spoils”—that is, the trcasures
found there—are divided among his army. Perhaps then we may see
m our Lord’s words here a hint of the reward promised to those who
fight, under Him, to the rescuing of souls from Satan. Thus $t. Paul
clls his Thessalonian disciples his “crown of rejoicing,” his *glory

“and joy” (1 Thess, ii. 19, 20.). They were some of the “spoils” divided’
Rﬁohgﬂ 1{){ the great Captain in the spoiling of the *strong man armed.
ou

oubt our Lord in ‘all this passage is speaking of the rescuing from
ha 1S power of those who, like Mary Magdalene and so many others,

been possessed by devils (See on St. Matt. viii. 28.), but we may
eril apply His words more widely, and understand them of the rescue
% those who have been under the more ordinary power of the evil one.

24—26, The Return of the unclean spirit.

- St. Matt. xii, 43—49.
‘\-—-

B, After 11 c G S et
and sier this v i Holy Ghost, which is briefly introe
thgpglmgace of it in St ﬁfmﬁf %‘Estllf(e)gs &%?xd by St Luke in & later place

® ¢oncerning blasphemy against | (xii. 10.).
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; ke Tas
Lo, in, and dwell there: m_‘ul the last state of th
Lo, man is worse than the first.
1Heb, 6. &
St 27 9 And it came to pass, 48 He spake g,

: 1 WOon "t ompany liftec
fhings, & certain woman of ﬂll?BCi liln {11.} lifted
Las 45, her voieo, and said unto Him, essed s 1t,lm Woml,
{hat bare Thee, and the paps which Thou g
sucked. _
o8 Put He said, Yea !rather, blessed aie th
ihat hear the word of God, and keep it.

kch.

1 Matt. 7. 2L
ch. 8, 2L _
James L 25

¥

a7, 28, A woman blesses Christ’s Mother,

927. “Blessed is the womb” &e. The woman who spoke thus wag
doubtless deeply moved by the wisdom and dignity of our Lord’s words
as well as by the power of His works., We cannot but admire the
courage with which she lifted up her voice in the midst of Scribes and
Pharisees, whose anger she knew she must incur. With a woman’s
feelings she thought how blessed it must be to be the mother of One
go great and good.

28, “Yea rather,” &c. This means, ¢Yes, it is true; and yet
¢still more blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it
Christ by no means denies the blessedness of being His mother (See
on St. Matt. xii. 50.). She herself had said, *“ All generations shall
“call me blessed” (i. 48.). But there was a higher blessedness still,
namely to hear and keep the word of God. TFven the blessed Virgin
herself was more blessed in hearing and keeping the word of God than
in being the mother of the Lord. Elizabetl declarcd her true blessed-
ness, when she said, “Blessed is she that believed” (i, 45.). And this
higher blessedness all may share. There is a spiritual conception of
Christ higher and holier than the bodily conception in the womb of
the Virgin Mother, If “ Christ be formed in” us (Gal. iv. 19.), by the
putting on of “ the new man, which after God is created in righteousness
“and true holiness” (Eph. iv. 24.), then are we truly blessed; for

blessed is the pure and holy soul that bears Him, and the lowly and
contrite heart where He refuses not to dwell.

Y

27. Tt is thought by some probable
that this incident and that related in
viil. 19—21, occurred at the same time,
In support of this we may observe that
in St. Matth(;w and St. Mark the coming
of our Lord 8 mother and brethren to
seek for Him 18 placed at the conclusion
of the foregoing conversation, in fact
In the very place which this woman’s
j}[)lessmg of Christ's mother holds here.
dn St. Matthew that event is intro-

uced with the express words, * While
. HSe vet talked to the people,” whereas
1n rdt Luke (viii. 19.) we have only the
wo Then,” which gives no_exact

mark of time, Thus it is argued with

some teason that the first {wo Evan-
gelists relate the coming of our Lord®s
mother and brethren in its exact placé
namely in the same place in which
St. Luke here relates the story of the
woman blessing our Lord’s mother.
this is the true account of the matter,
it would seem that the mention of 01};
Lord's mother being without may hav
suggested to the woman the thought ©
her blessedness. And then our i
may have first answered the “D%nth 5
and afterwards turned to the rest 0
people with the words, *Who 18 3 op
“mother”, &c. as related in the
Gospels and in viii. 2L
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And when the people were gathered thick A

.gthg;? He began to say, This is an e%il generat-]i](-)llells 2
tog seck a sign; and there shall no sign be given.,
Fhegu t the sign of Jonas the prophet,
1t,30 For as ™dJ onas was a sign unto the Ninevites, m yonany.
, shall also the Son of man be to this generation, = &2 I
8 ] »The queen of the south shall rise up in then1Kings
jlldgment with the men ofsthis generation, and con-
Jemn them: for she came from the utmost parts
of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon ; and,
pehold, & greater than Solomon ¢s here.

32 The men of Nmevg; shall rise up in the judg-
ment with this generation, and shall condemn it -
for °they repented at the preaching of J onas; and, °Jonah3.5.
pehold, a greater than Jonas 4s here,

33 q PNp man, when he hath lighted a candle, » Mark4.21.
putteth ¢ in a sceret place, neither under a bushel, “***
but on a candlestick, that they which come in may
see the light.

20—32, Seeking after a sign,
St. Matt, xii. 38—42,

29, “He began to say.” In answer to those who, “tempting Him,
“sought of Him a sign from heaven” (16.).

30. “ As Jonas was a sign” &e. Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites
by his miraculous deliverance from his three days living death, which
he doubtless related in his preaching to them. So Christ would be a
sign to that generation by His miraculous Resurrection from the dead.
The Resurrection is continually appealed to by the Apostles as the
great proof of Christ’s divine mission.

33—36. The Light of Truth,

Compare St, Matt. v. 15, vi. 22, 23.

33, “No man, when he hath lighted” &e. This seems to have
heen & frequent saying of our Lord, used on various occasions, and
applied in various ways. We have already met with it in this Gospel
Vili. 16.), Here, as there, the “candle” seems to mean Christ’s

octrine,  The putting it on a candlestick here refers simply to the
Publicity with which Christ proclaimed Himself (and not, as may ;be
the case in the other places, to the holding up of the light by the
Chl.mh)- Christ had fold those who asked for a sign that they tm
their blindness were rejecting a greater than Solomon and 'ahgrti:la er

0 Jouas, And in this verse He shows them that _they might a\f

29. T
Matty,
Wag ¢

. H i g
When » | versation, and just before the comin
W we t:ﬁogfsﬂiat%g} ]ti‘ﬁgin tlslits ;f His mother and bretlx;‘fg},ti\:gigrgé’;ld
OWards the close of the present con- | not get to Him on accoun
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AD.2. 84 The light of the body is the eye: .
— when thine eye is single, thy whole body zf;;f“‘i@
full of light; " but when thine eye is evil, thy 1,,,°
also ¢s full of darkness. _ y
85 Take heed therefore that the light whie, %
in thee be not darkness.
36 If thy whole body therefore be full of light
having no part dark, the whole shall be full” 4
2Gr.acandtelight, as when ?the bright shining of a capgl
bytariah qoth give thee light.
37 ¥ And as He spake, a certain Pharisee be.
sought Him to dine with Him: and He went ip
and sat down to meat. ’

seen and helieved, had they pleased. He was come *the Light of the
“world” (St. John viii. 12.), and held up that Light openly for all
to see. So their blindness was wilful,

34. *“The light of the body®” &e. These verses are also found in
the Sermon on the Mount. There they scem to teach that the whole
inner man is lit with heavenly light when the heart and affections are
set on things above. Here they teach that the same inward light
is won by a clear faith in Christ and His Truth. We must not forget
that the eye conveying light to the body is a parable. The parable
may be stated thus: The eye is the light (literally, the candle) of the
body. When the eye is pure and clear, it gives light to the whole body.
When it is dull and defiled, it can give no light. Take heed then that
that eye, which is meant to be your light, be not darkness through its
wilful blindness. If it shine so as to fill the body with light, then
is all around as bright and clear as a room lit up with a brightly
shining lamp or candle. The spiritual meaning is not hard to see:
The soul has an eye to give it light, even Faith. If Faith is clear
and true, the soul is in light; if Faith is weak and dim, the soul is
in darkness. Take care that that very Faith which should flood your
soul with light, be not itself dark and blind. If it does shed the
light of truth upon your soul, filling it with its brightness, then is
your soul as full of light as a brightly lighted room.

37—54, Earlier woe to the Pharisees.

Compare St. Matt. xxiii.

87. “Besought Him to dine with him.? This invitation was not
one of pure friendliness, but, as in other cases (See vii. 36. and xiv. 1.);
with a view to watching the words and conduct of our Lord.

“He went in,” Our Lord refuses not the invitations even of thos’e
who are most unworthy to receive so holy a Guest. He is always

"

37—54. The present passage contains | both occasions, and we must not f'Olg‘}’g?g
much that we also find in our Lord’s last | the two. This was at a meal in 8 lusa'
solemn denunciation of the Scribes and | see's house, and certainly not at Je:u 3

harisees contained in St. Matt. xxiii. | lem: that was in the Temple at « e'hich
Plainly our Lord uttered His woes on | lem, and on the last occasion on ¥
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nd 9 when the Pharisece saw ¢, he ma
38 Ae had not first washed before dinney. rvelled q;ﬁ.?z:.

that And the Lord said wunto him, Now do ye

ggrisees make clean the outside of the cup and
51 et platter ; but *your imward part is full ofrmitusy s,

wening and wickedness.

n;w Ye fools, did not.He. thaj; made that which iseIseiss.7.
thout malke that which is within also ? S
‘41 sBut rather give alms 20f such things ag’Jpaezov

are able.
/‘-__—__

ady to 80 where Hi may i})estow a blessing, even though it be con~
seyed in the form, as ere, O stern warning and rebuke,

38, © Hef, It?meue% 1:S.:ch P_lobaﬁly expressing his surprise aloud,

thus at the very 1irst showing the captious and suspicious spiri
?ﬁ\.—hich he regarded his Guest (See on St.lilatt. XV, 1——9.p ous e
g9, “ Your inward part” &e. In the parallel passage in St. Mat-
thew it 18 the _1nward part of the cup and platter which is spoken of,
fhe parable being more exactly carried out. Here the figure and the
thing signified by it are mingled together, the kernel as it were appear-
ing through the shell. Tt is sometimes thought strange that our Lord
chould speak so strongly at a meal, and in condemnation of His host
pimself.  But He who knew what was in man knew what His hearers
needed, and no fancied courtesy would hinder Him from speaking that
which was for their real good.

“«Ravening.”” The original word is translated *extortion” in
St. Matt, xxiii. 25, It means greedy avarice, and plunder.

40. “Ye fools,” &ec. That is, How can ye imagine that so shallow
and incomplete a cleansing as that of the bare outside of your conduct
can satisfy God, who made soul as well as body, and locks for the
cleansing of the whole man, within and without?

41, “But rather give alms” &c. The words “such things as ye
“have” are literally ‘the things that are within.’ This may perhaps
mean no more than ‘the things ye possess’; but it seems better to
understand it as referring to the “inward part” spoken of in the last
two verses, That “inward part” our Lord had pronounced to be full
of greedy covetousness. He now says, ‘ Be not content with the cleans-
ng of the outside, which can never satisfy God, but rather give as
your alms that which is within, and the outside shall be clean also.
‘he meaning of this command would be, £In your almsgiving give
o than a mere outside gift which costs you little; give the very
Loutents of the vessel, something real and substantial, which wxlll
Lompel the sacrifice of your covetous desires, and so cleanse the who(e{s
an.' Tt is true giving alms is in some sort an outside duty, an

6 in which the Phari k pride (See St. Matt. vi. 2.), and there-
fore i Inay seen? strggggeihﬁo ougri:orcg should set it in contrast with
‘-h,._‘_-'--__-_

st Lord visited the Temple. Tt is not | ferent times to expross %ﬁ @Sg;?aﬂ]}:é’f:é
likange that He, whose words were not | This discourse in the]_ ;i nd antici-
Whi thhe words of others—simply the best | seems to be & forestal.lhngd solemn and
timg occurred to the spea%{er at the | pation of the more fﬂ r%!;m lo just be-
best’ 1ot absolutely and always the |formal discourse ¥t L ?Nt 01:1 St, Matt,
tho m‘glﬂch could express Hig mganing’ fore the Passion (See LNote '

8¥6 used the same words at dif- | xxiii. 1.).
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A.D.2. ye have; and, behold, all things are clegy -
(zfé But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tif}
ond rue and all manner of herbs, and pag i
judgment and the love of God : these ought Vo t,
'Lave done, and not to leave t-he other undone,
iz, A3 tWoa unto you, Pharisees! for ye love
3 yppermost secats in the synagogues, and grecting,
in the markets. _ '
44 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
epeso crites! “for ye are as graves which appear not, apg
the men that walk over them are not aware of they,
45 Then answered one of the lawyers, and saiq
unto Him, Master, thus saying Thou reproaches
us also. ®
46 And He said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers!

g mhlt

their shallow outward observances; but He has spoken of their “raven-
“ing” as belonging to the inward part, and this sin must be corrected
by a true charity, showing itself in liberal almsgiving, also in the {nward
part. Doubtless the almsgiving here spoken of by Christ is that secret
and humble almsgiving recommended in the Sermon on the Mount

St. Matt. vi, 8.), and something very different from the wretched
isplay of the Pharisee ““ to be seen of men.”

“ Behold, all things are clean unto you.”” It would be a grievous
perversion of this text to suppose our Lord to teach that almsgiving,
however pure and noble, sanctifies all other things, He only uses i
as an example of a grace which, among many others, His hearers lacked,
and He means, Take care to secure the inward grace, and you need
fear no defilements from the neglect of those little outward observances
which you think so important: Not outward washings but inward
charity will make you clean.

44, ““ As graves which appear not.”” This ix a different use of the
figure from that in St. Matthew. There the Pharisees are compared
to “ whited sepulchres”—fair outside but full of all uncleanness within.
Here they are compared to tombs which, instead of being ¢ whited,”
are grass-grown and unseen, so that men are defiled by passing over
them without knowing, The meaning is that the iniquity of the Pha-
risces was so secret and unsuspected that their pupils and followers
caught, without knowing it, their false hypocritical spirit.

45. “One of the lawyers” Why this lawyer imagined his owd
class to be included in our Lord’s condemnation is not clear, Perhaps
because our Lord had addrvessed the Scribes (44.), between whom and
the Lawyers there was little difference (See on’ St. Matt. xxii. 85.)
perhaps because he was conscious that he made much of those outs
ward ceremonies which Christ condemned, ;

48. “Woe unto you also, ye lawyers!®” Our Lord accepts this
121“‘;1‘91‘3 qlassmg of himself with the Pharisees, and pronounces woo
ai;alnst him and his class for the very things which He after¥as
charges against the Scribes and Pharisees (St, Matt, xxiii, 4).
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Jade men with burdens grievous to be borne, A.D.29.
for )'5'_6 yourselves touch not the burdens with one
and J"on ey,
of 1’03{,O§”§§t0 you! for ye build the sepulchres of
H o hets, and your fathers killed them,

rop 3 .

e PTrulV ve bear witness that ye allow the deeds
4?-0111' fathers: for they indeed killed them, and
O_f uild their sepulchres. . '
.‘ig Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will
o them prophets and apostles, and some of them
fheV shall slay and persecute : .
50 that the blood of all the prophets, which was
ched from thg foundat-l.on of the world, may be
}equired of this generation ;
5] *from the blood of Abel unto Ythe blood of 2 Gen. 4.8
Jacharias, which perished between the altar and’si%osi.
fhe temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be
required of this generation.
52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken
away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in
yourselves, and them that were entering in ye

?hindered. 2 Or, forbad.

48, “Truly ye bear witness® &e, By their very building of these
sepulchres, as though they honoured and followed the Prophets, while
in their secret hearts they were as unlike them as could be, the
Pharisees and lawyers showed themselves true descendants of their
self-righteous and obstinate fore-fathers, who would not receive God’s
calls to repentance, but persecuted and slew the Prophets (See on
M. Matt. xxiii. 31.). In a very little time they would prove them-
telves yet more like their fathers by their rejection and murder of
Clrist Himgel,

Ia,fg' . The wisdom of God”” It is very note-worthy that in the
« ]grhd‘SCOUi‘Se Christ speaks in language of higher authority, saying,
ﬂlee“OI.d.’ I send” (St. Matt. xxiii. 34.). He is in the deepest truth

] Wisdom of God.” Yet we arc not to understand that He sim-
Ftyr esfefllks of Himself by this title, He is speaking of God’s Wisdom as
Qnotinea ed itself in His dealings with His people of old. He is not
refen.-g any distinct passage, but is probably (as Alford points out)
cor] llng to the passage in which the martyrdom of Zechariah is re-

2 Chron, xxiy, 19—92,), where we find mention of God’s
Martyrq 18 Propliets, of {heir rejection, of the special rejection and
M, Ste Em Of Zechariah, and of his last words (very different from

52 Phen’s) asking that his blood might be thus ‘“‘required.”

o The key of knowledge.” That is, either the key wl'uch opens
t true knowledge,—namely, the right interpretation of the
®; or, berhaps better still, the key which 4s knowledge, and

“03 the door to the kingdom of heaven. According to the
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Ap2 53 And as He said these things unto them g
scribes and the Pharisees began to urge Him vep,,
mently, and to provoke Him to speak of many
things : _ )

 Mark 12, 13, 54g laying wait for .Hlm, and ®seeking to cateh
something out of His mouth, that they migls
accuse Him.

CHAPTER XIL

vist preacheth to His disciples to avoid hypocrisy, and fearfulness ;
1 Cf,fg,ffshﬁg His doctrine: 13 warneth the people fo beware of cowtousaes;:
y the parable of the rich man who set up greater barns. 22 We myg
not be over careful of earthly things, 31 but seek the kingdom of God,
33 give alms, 36 be ready at a knock to open to our Lord whensoerer
He cometh. 41 Christ’s ministers are to see to their charge, 49 and look
For persecution, 54 The people must take this time of grace, 58 because
it is a fearful thing to die without reconciliation.

sMatt. 16.6. TN 2the mean time, when there were gathered
Mark 8. 15, . " 4
together an innumerable multitude of people, in-
somuch that they trode one upon another, He began
vyt 16, to say unto His disciples first of all, ® Beware ye of
H the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

view taken of the key of knowledge will be that of the entering in;
which will signify either into that true knowledge, of which they

had the key, or else into that kingdom, the key of which is the
knowledge of God’s word,

53. “To urge Him vehemently.” That is, ‘to press Him eagerly.

This shows the spirit of those who had gone through the formality
of asking Him to visit them (See on 37.).

54, “To catch something® &c. This means, to induce Him to

tlli'ger some words, which they might use for the purpose of accusing
im,

CHAPTER XII.
1-9, Exhortation to the Disciples,

St. Matt. x. 26—33.

1. “Beware ye of the leaven” &e. This figure of “leaven” our Lord
used on quite a different occasion in warning His disciples against the
doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees (See on St. Matt, xvi. 6.).

Rl

1, “He began to say.” Most of this|sideration that it been our
chapter is to be found in various parts | Lord’s habit fr;qug}ﬁ?{y hg‘:)mreliﬂ‘ﬁat the
of St. Matthew’s Gospel, chiefly in the | same sayings (See Note on xi. 37—54.)
Sermon on the Mount (vi.), the mission- | This consideration however does not fully

ary charge (x,), and the concluding part | meet the question, especially in regard 10

of the great prophecy of the comi with
Christ (xxiv.?_ 4 coming of | the longer passages such as are met W}

These various portions |in this chapter. W t then also £1V8
are here gathered together into ome | due Weightptorfshe fa?ci? Fr: uently name
:“?]m&lélgly continuous discourse, inter-|in other places, that the %]vangﬂlsw do
122~21 OIiLliy by the important passage | not seek to give all the events and 883"
o i v o L Sl e ey s b Dl £,

i plain this ainly | but often group them together §0
much weight must bo given to the con- | present them in the most striking 824




Sr. LUKE, XI17,

«For there is nothing covered, that gh
E;i . peither hid, that shall not be knignm)t be e :; 2
L hatsoever ye h . ob. 817,

3 herefore whatsoever ye have spoken in dark- :
o8 shall be heard m the light; and that which
» have spoken 1n the ear in closets shall be pro-

Jaimed Tpon the housetops.

‘ 4 ¢ And I say unto you ® My friends, Be not afraid « rest. 1.1,
of them that kill the body, and after that have no §u%
pore that they can do. © Johu 15

5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: =
Fear Him, which after He hath killed hath power
o cast into hell ; yea, I say unto you, Fear Him.

6 Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings,
and not one of them is forgotten before God ?

7 But even the very hairs of your head are all
pumbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more
value than many sparrows.

8 fAlso I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess *Marks.ss.
Me before men, him shall the Son of man also con- 3 Jomn s 20
fess before the angels of God :

9 but he that denieth Me before men shall be
denied before the angels of God.

2. “For there is nothing” &e. This seems to have been a frequent
saying of our Lord (See viii, 17.). Here it is applied to the hypocrisy
of the Pharisees, as declaring how vain is the attempt to dissemble and
cloak the real character before God, who will bring every thing to light
at the last day.

4. “My friends.” Observe, the following exhortation is spoken to
the disciples, Christ’s friends,” though in the presence and hearing of
8 large multitude, They are Christ’s friends, who do His command-
ments (8t, John xv. 14, 15.). The words, “ My friends,” are not the
hEgmnmg of the exhortation which follows, but are to be taken with
the preceding word “you.”

\\—-..._;

instruety i id not énvent occasions
x. jyouve form (See Note on St. Matt. | The Evangelists did i 2sayin g8, Thus

ol it i i s introducing Chris L hu
Often quite i i e chfﬁcult 05 th inning of this chapter 1t 18
Impossible—to Igecxdex upon | in the- begin I%'or 9 addresced His dis-

Partieylay gq : :
Tnely 3o Sayings occurring under seem- | plain that our, .
GgIy different circumstances in different | ciples concerning the hypocrisy of the

08 3 A
on ‘%}f » Whether they were really spoken | Pharisees in the presency gg awiagf;_’

! Occasions, or, if not, which Gos- | multitude. But howwtgél(;poken 2 he

¢ither) has them in their true | course which fbllow%ow much grouped

18torieg] y
t place, W me occasion, OF :
B};:f\,t‘t 0 decide such eq‘?;:tgoggaigkoig gg ?ggether for our instruction, e c"l'g;‘gg
shuufgﬂbenggorta?& But one thing tel}i lti % z:;ii:tﬁelgng: glégzes{g;eo?pthe ga Tines
v : OOTNe In mij to fix
s, 8 introduced by’ ceetaga’ pjosn | o this chapter which a0 aleo found 12
Mgt beﬂIf time, or historical connection, | St. Matthew, The reader &

long 6 guch time or connection, ' that Gospel for their explanation.

’
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AD.» 10 9 And ewhosoever shall speak a worg |, o
s1708m5.16. the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: 1y ulift
him that blasphemeth against the Holy Gy i%

shall not be forgiven.

11  And when they bring you unto the SYNa.
gogues, and unfo magistrates, and powers, take va
no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, {,
what ye shall say: .

12 for the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the samg
hour what ye ought to say.

13 9 And one of the company said unto Him,
Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the
inheritance with me,
bJon18.36. 14 And He said unto him, ® Man, who made Mo
a judge or a divider over you?
adim.6% 15 And he said unto them, !Take heed, and be-

10, Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost,
St. Matt, xii. 31, 32, St. Mark iii. 28—30.

10. “Whosoever” &e. This saying is in the other Gospels closely
connected with the accusation made against our Lord of casting out
devils through Beelzebub, so that it is quite clear that is its true
historical place, (See Note on xi. 23.) It follows however here so
naturally after the mention of denying Christ that it may very well
have been spoken by our Lord in this connection also,

11-12, On the power of speech given by the Holy
Ghost,

Bt. Matt, x. 19, 20. 8t. Mark xiii, 11, 12, Compare on xxi. 14, 15,

13—21. Parable of the Rich Fool.

18, ““One of the company said.”® It appears as though this man,
in his anxiety about his own affairs, interrupted our Lord in the midst
of His conversation, or at least seized on the first vacant moment. .

“Speak to my brother,” &e. We need not doubt the justness of this
man’s claim. Indeed the parable which follows is a rebuke, not 0
injustice and wrong, but to covetousness.

14, “ Who made Me a judge” &c. Our Lord distinctly refuses on
all occasions to meddle with the temporal affairs of men, Observe the
case of the tribute-money (St. Matt. xxii. 21.), and of the woman taken
in adultery (St.John viii, 7.). He came to establish a spiritual kmgt
dom, which was indeed in its growth to leaven the whole world, bU
any interference in worldly concerns then would only have encoﬂl‘agho
the false notions of the Messiah which prevailed among the Jews, ™
looked for & temporal King and Deliverer,
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o O covetonsness : for & man’s lifo econsistoth not A.D,29,
e undanco of the things which ho possesseth

in the abun spak abl

lw And Ho spake a parablo unto them, saying
4 » " ) _') " : e m}

The gmund of a cortain rich man brought forth

Jontifully : MLt 3 .
Fir and he thought within himself, saying, What

shall 1 do, becauso I have no room where to bestow
my fruits? e
i8 And he said, This will T do: T will pull down
my barns, and build greator ; and there will I be-
k Ecoles. 11,

gow all my frvtits and my goods. i
19 And I will say to my soul, *Soul, thou hast 19132

e

15. “Covetousness.” Our Lord at once proceeds to attack the evil
which was at the root of the man’s request. He who “knew what was
«in man” saw perfectly the true motive of his request.

« A man’s life.” That is, his true life—that life which is alone

worthy of the name—nhis spiritual and eternal life (See on St. Matt. x.
39.). This in no way consists in outward things. It is neither bestowed,
nor kept alive, nor strengthened, by them. “Man doth not live by
“bread alone.” DBread nourishes the life of the body, but the true life
is of heaven, and has heavenly food.
' 16. “The ground of a certain rich man’ &c. Archbishop Trench
(from whose admirable book upon the Parables much is borrowed, here
as elsewhere,) points out the truth that the danger of riches increases
with their increase, Abundance serves, not as water to quench, but as
fuel to augment, the fire of covetousness. Thus the Psalmist’s advice
is very needful, “If riches increase, set not your heart upon them"
(Ps. Ixii. 10.). And very wise is the prayer of Agar, “Give me neither
“poverty nor riches” (Prov. xxx. 8, 9.). )

17. “What shall I do,” &o. St. Ambrose answers this man’s
question for him, ¢Thou hast barns enough,” he says,—¢the bosoms
‘of the ncedy, the houses of widows, the mouths of orphans and

‘infants,” Tnthose barns he could store up his goods to find them
igain in heaven. St. Augustine has a noble passage addressed to one

Perplexed with the abundance of his goods, and so in danger of losing

them: ¢@God q i 1 sour riches ; only to change their
:Place, oes not wish you to lose yo T oomn in 5 damp

If a friend, finding that you had stored \
'Yoom, where it wag rottinggaway! were to advise you to remove g: toa
Jigher chamber, whero it would be safe, you would listen to his a ‘;‘lrcem’
Jet you will not listen to Christ bidding you raise your treasure fovs
arth o heaven, where you will receive—not Indead wgb )Olier;lal
s 1id up, but—instead of thoso perishable things things CErm

¢ad of earth h J
2% “ My fruits and my goods” How liko the world bo sperts, &3

Ough all werg his own, and he might do what he iiked B icture

, 80111, thou has;; much g oods” &o. Venly a most true pic e
15 « , ‘ his life consist in the
‘trﬁ"é'?lﬁgw man's ife” do, The literal ,gﬁ;@?ﬁﬁéhdﬁispmemesf

a
0011_ of this sentence is as follows:
» 10 the cage of any man having



St. LUKE, XII.

aD.2. much goods laid up for many years; takq ¢y
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. iy
20 But God said unto 'th, Thow fool, thig nigh
20r,dothey 21thy goul shall be required of thee : ™they Wh%gle

eqn th N 5 2
ol f shall those things be, which thou hast provided?
'Svs 21 So s he that layeth up treasure for himggp
Teet i1 mand is not rich toward God. '
m Ps 39, 8

Jo1al - 92 € And He said unto His disciples, Thereforg

"Mac a2, T say unto you, Take no thought for your life, whs
o™ oo shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shq]]

2.5 °*
Jemond, put on,

23 The life is more than meat, and the body
78 more than raiment.

24 Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor
reap ; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and

of many a man whom the world honours and approves. Is it so rare
a thing for a man who has either made, or inherited, a goodly portion
of wealth, to lay his plans for the future, exactly as this man in the
parable did, with the sole view of pleasing self, and enjoying his good
fortune

20. “ But God said unto him.” We need not in these words under-
stand any forewarning to be given to the man. God spake to him in the
decree which ended his silly dream, and cut short his selfish projects.

“ Required of thee.”” The righteous joyfully commits his soul to
God : from the wicked it is exacted with stern terror.  For he is not
“ as a ship, which has been long waiting in harbour, and joyfully, when
“the signal is given, lifts its anchor, and makes sail for the harbour of
“eternity ; but like the ship which by some fierce wind is dragged from
“its moorings, and driven furiously to perish on the rocks” (T'rench.).

21. “8o is he” &c. Thus does Christ point the Parable against the
man whose petition gave rise to it, and against all who lay up treasure
upon earth. For be it much, or be it little, upon which the heart is
set, it matters not, There may be rich men who have their treasure
above, and poor men who have it below ; for where the heart is, there
is the treasure. And the true riches may be lost for a little handful as
surely as for thousands of gold and silver, - '

22—34. Discourse to the Disciples upon Trust in God.
St. Matt, vi, 19—33.

RS g

. 22. “ Therefore I say” &e, The follow- | certain that we have that mark of his
ing passage would most naturally spring | torical connection (SeetNote on 1,) here,
out of: the foreg,gmg parable, and the | which would oblige us to consider this
word ““ Therefore” appears at first sight | & continuation of the same discourse. 16
to join it closely to it. But in the Sermon | is quite possible this passage may b
on ﬁhe Mount the same passage begins | part of the Sermon on the Mount, gl""ﬂ;
?lt't} the word “ Therefore,” and follows | here on account of its aDPI'O%mteneril
u;:ml %Eg{iﬁlgf :t; ri';ew vemesﬁ_t}ﬁoa pas}a]age toT 1I,he foregoing parta\‘n]t:'.t tf ?he?;%"'
) asure which is here | * Therefore” bei ary o
given after it, We camnot then say for | tation, B helng: anlyy
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o God feedeﬂ'l] t}zlem: how much more are ye better A.D.29
the fowls: i i
thal % 1 which of you with ino “pobgs.a,
: nd whic you with taking . Pa14T 9,
d5 t(;A his stature one cubit ? S thought cun 1
a - then be not able to do 1} o whe

o¢ If ye then 0 do that thing whi
Algasf-, zvhy take ye thought for the rest ? § which
97 Consider the lilies how they grow : they toil
Jof, they spin not ; and yet I say unto you, that
Golomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one

of these.
98 Tf then God so clothe the grass, which is to

in the field, and to morrow is cast into
g?gn; how much more will He clothe you, O yeﬂ;ﬁ.
Jittle faith ?
99 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye
shall drink, 2neither be ye of doubtful mind. 2 Or, live not
30 For all these things do the nations of the world e
seek after : and your Father knoweth that ye have ’
need of these things,
31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and
all these things shall be added unto you.
32 Fear not, little flock; for rit 15 your Father’s ?Matt- 1t
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. @ Mat, 19, 21,
33 48ell that ye have, and give alms; Tprovide &4 -

yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in"f oo,

18

32, “Pear not, little flock.” Thus speaks the Good Shepherd, and
very blessed are His words, What hope and joy are ours in seeking the
kingdom of Glod, when we know that it is God's good pleasure to give
itus! God has called us to be inheritors of that kingdom : He destines
u for it, and it for us: He gives us all needful helps in winning if.
We have then none but ourselves to blame, if we lose it at last. Wo
may notice that this is the only verse in this passage, which does not
¢long to the Sermon on the Mount, and yet it follows so naturally and
%0 beautifully upon the verse before (81.) that a very thoughtful and
feverent commentator (Stier) thinks that it must have always formed
E“i‘{t zg }he same discourse, (On the word “ kingdom” see on St. Matt.

ii, 43,

33. “8ell ¢ » &o, Almsgiving then is not to be the
Pet;towg\,l of Ourh:gpgfﬁé?;e’ It ?;: somethi%g serious and real. ]}Ioreov%
gls not alone for the benefit of those to whom the a‘l‘n_ls are gnienée -
5 tﬁ % and even more, for the benefit of the giver, ~'In tl:be re ;ie °
St 1 heart from the davotion to worldly goods” (Stier.). (Comp

Matt, xix, 1,)

828 which, t old.”> Purses,
saf, ch wax not o 7 Put your

0‘3}}’. What are these but the empty bags of the néeediy r gq?s \irse
i there, ang you shall not lose it (See on 17,). %o fa

® : ) aning, from that
™ In form of expression, though not in genet al meaning,

which will keep your treasures
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AD.%. the heavens that faileth not, where no thief ap
roacheth, neither moth corrupteth. |
34 For where your treasure is, there will y,,.

heart be also.

' Egh. 0,10 35 9 s Let your loins be girded about, and tyoup

St 25,1, lights burning ; ,

&, 36 and ye yourselves like unto men that wait f,,
their lord, when he will return from the weddine-.
that when he cometh and knocketh, they may opey
unto him immediately.

37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord whey
he cometh shall find watching : verily I say wunty
you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit
down to meat, and will come forth and serve them,

38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or
come in the third watch, and find #hem so, blessed
are those servants.

ulThes 5.2 39 ® And this know, that if the goodman of the

fevas house had known what hour the thief would come,
he would have watched, and not have suffered his

house to be broken through.

in the Sermon on the Mount (St. Matt. vi. 19.). The remainder is
the same.
3856—48, Discourse upon Watchfulness.

St. Matt, xxiv. 42-—51.

85. “Let your loins be girded about.” As for active running or
labour, for which the long loose outer garment of the Jew was rolled up
and twisted round the waist.

“Your lights burning.” This is best illustrated by the parable of
the Ten Virgins (St. Matt. xxv, 1—13.).

86. “Ye yourselves.” That is, in your whole conduct and character.
The mention of the “wedding” here again reminds us of the parable of
the Ten Virgins, though the opening of the door at the Bridegroom’
coming is no part of that parable, but brings us at once to the passage
in theﬁ:h]apter before, with which the remainder of the present passage
is parallel.

87. “He shall gird himself,” &e. The master waiting on his servants!
Even so; for then shall the great Master, in the fulness of His lové
minister to all, feeding all with the best portions of the great marrag®
feast, pouring out for all new draughts of heavenly joy (See on XVi. )
By “come forth” is meant °pass along’ from one to another. Tho
“ washing of the feet at the last supper was a type and pledge of thlzs}'
. even ag every renewal of His holy Supper is a foretaste and _prOPheea,
¢ of that heavenly feast, of which it is said, * Fat, O frionds, drink; 3¢
+* drink abundantly, O beloved’ (Cant. v.1.)" (Stier.). “Blessed are 9.)

which are called wnto the marriage-supper of the Lamb” (Rev. X%+
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e therefore ready also: for
0 *Be yo Y also: for the Son of A.Dp.20,
fn cometh at an hour when ye think not, - X Matt, 2513
41 Then Peter said unto Him, Lord, speakest Thou M 15

. ch. 21,34, 36,
this P

m

arable unto us, or even to all? 1 Thess. 5.6,
49 And the Lord said, ¥ Who then is that, faithfu] o s>
nd wise steward, whom /Zds lord shall make ruler 3%or. 4.
over bis_household, to give #hem ¢heir portion of
neat in due season?
43 Blessed 75 that servant, whom his lord when
he cometh shall find so doing,
44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make
him ruler over all that he hath,
45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My
Jord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat
the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink
and to be drunken ; ’
46 the lord of that servant will come in a day
when he looketh not for Zém, and at an hour when
he is not aware, and will 2cut him in sunder, and 20r,cnt
will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. ,’;’2,?]'5 %0
47 And *that servant, which knew his lord’s will, Deut 2. 2.

. . ” . John 9, 41.

and prepared not himself, neither did according to &15.2.
. . . . Acts 17. 30,
his will, shall be beaten with many sfripes. Jam, 4.17.

41. “Then Peter said’ &c. St. Peter desires to know whether the
parable as to watching is mecant for those who, like himself and Lis
brother Apostles, were specially charged with the duty of watching over
the Lord’s household, or whether the warning is a general one applying
equally to all. Qur Lord does not answer this enquiry one way or the
other, but continues His discourse, leaving the Apostle to draw his own
answer from it. That answer would be, that the lesson is for all, but
for each according to the work entrusted to him by the great Master.
42, “Whom his lord shall make” &c. This does not refer to th.e
time of the Lord’s coming again, but of His going away, as though it
were, “Who of you is so faithful and wise a scrvant, as fo be entrusted

With 0 high a trust? Such a servant may, if faithful, look for a

lessing great in proportion to his trust; and this final blessing is that

Soken of in 44, < He will make him ruler over all that he hath.” The
O?'t Iﬁﬂe (42.) is over the household on earth: the second rule (44.) is

‘T the saints in glory, Ny
. 28, « 'Unbeli(-wvfszgrs.’y « §t. Matthew has *hypocrites’ in the p;rallce&
"%assage.. Probably the heavenly Teacher used both terms}fi[atr}chefvaas
wyagelist adopted that which best suited his purpose, St. i et
"helité:}g among hypocritical Jews, and St. Luke among &¢

ers” (Arehd. Churton.). . ;

h 7 -“ Tha.i(; ;:;van(im;v]i?c)h knew? &c. This would 1n§11‘1d0h a}l
kn;:{?han people gene’rally for all such either know, or nngqatd a‘i{:
thei;n’ their Lord’s will, And in proportion 10 their knowledge
Bullt, if they disobey that will. .
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. 48 aBut he that knew not, and did conmit g,
A.D. 22

. e \'\r]tl e fast gg
rvoar, worthy of stripes, shall be beaten With few Ues
& Lev, o L.

1Tim L. 13 Jopr unto whomsoever much ls1 given, of l1111‘11 shal)
bo much required: and to W 1(1)11}(1111@11 1ave oo,
mitted much, of him they will ask the more,

o0 49 q T am come to send fire on the earth; g9
PRt will I, if it be already kindled?
oaatt.2n.22. b0 But €I have a baptism to be baptlz:.ed with, -
Mark 1055 3y 0w am I 2 straitened till it be accomplished !

% Or, pained. ¢ o

48, “He that knew not.”” This must cel_'tain]y include the heathey
world, who have had no opportunity of knowing, and whose guilt there.
fore in like transgressions is far less than ours, and punishment lighter,
It may also include some in Christian lands, who through tl.le vice or
ncglec"t of others have becn left in ignorance by no fault of their own,

“For unto whomsoever’ &e. This declares the perfect justice
of God's final judgment. He alone can weigh all opportunities and
circumstances in each one’s life, and His judgment cannot err. This
lesson is fully drawn out in the parable of the Talents (St.Matt. xxv,
14—30.).

49—-53. The effects of Christ’s coming.
St. Matt, x. 34—30.

49. “To send fire on the earth.”” The word translated “ to send” is
literally “to cast,” and “ the fire’” seems to be the discord and persecution
which was to gather round the name of Christ, and which He speaks of
bere as ““division”, and in St. Matthew as a “sword.” Or perhaps it
would be more accuiate to say “the fire” means that kindling and
inflaming of men’s minds of which the “division” and the “ sword” were
the result. Tt is almost as if our Lord had said, ‘I am come to set the
‘earth on fire’ (See Is. iv, 4, and Mal. iii. 2.).

“What will I, if it be already kindled ?* This is a very difficult
expression, and different explanations of it are given. Perhaps the
simplest is to understand it as meaning, * What other wish have I’, or
*What do I desire different, if it be already kindled 2’ Another way of
explaining it is to put the question after *“ What will I”, and to under-
stand the ““if”” as an expression of strong desire (as in “If thou bhadst
“ known”—xix. 42.), thus: * What do I desire? If only it were already
‘kindledI” The first explanation expresses contentment in the fire
being already kindled, the second a longing that it were so. But why
should our_LOI:d thus express His desire for, or at least contentment
with, the kindling of the fire? The next verse may give the reason.

50. *“I have a baptism? &c, This « baptism” is the baptism of

Blood,—the Cross and Passion to which our Lord was now drawing
nigh (See on St. Matt, xx. 22, 23.).

“How am I straitened” &e. That is, *How am T troubled and

—_———
i i

BT _“'___-__,_'-"'
50. “But” This word 1ma “ ) : ot

. y y _not be | *“another” and times has almo
E‘;ﬁiﬁ‘gﬁe’ﬁ'}ﬁh& .}lttle Greek word | the force ofg ‘Fo?‘.)’me'l’lhis will help t0

frequently serves | clear th jon between these W0
“merely to pass from one Witie lol sores e connection b
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oso yo that I am como to give peaco on A.D.20.

I vou, Nay 5 @ but rather division d ver, 49,
o Mice, 7.6,

nl d Huli]

]ﬂ]ls ] h v " i . - .
for from heneoforth there shall be five in ono John T, 43,
o divided, threo agamst two, and two against & 1.

o
» ,)
e

hg)ll?"'
thred. v _ w e

n3 The father shall ]n.x divided against the son,
qnd the son against the father; th(f mother against
fhe daughter, and the daughter against the mother ;
the mother in Taw against her daughter in law, and
the daughter m law against her mother in law.

54 4 And He said also to the people, fWhen yo f Matt. 16.2.
wo a cloud rise out of the west, straightway ye say,
There cometh a shower ; and so it is.
56 And when ye sce the south wind blow, ye say,
There will be heat; and it cometh to pass.
50 Ye hypoerites, ye can discern the face of the
skv and of the earth ; but how is it that ye do not
discern this time ?
57 Yea, and why even of yourselves judge ye not
what is right ?

‘oppressed in spirit.” “As the time drew nigh, when He would pass
“beneath the deep waters of affliction, He was ‘straitened’ by those,
“to us unknown, mental agonies, which would seem to have reached
“their head in the garden of Gethsemane, The bands of our sins
“pinioned, as it were, His loving arms, and the burden of our iniquities
“weighed down His soaring spirit” (Prescott.). Thus He longed for
the time to come. Perhaps His Human nature longed for the shorten-
ng of the time of awful waiting. And this will explain the manner
n which He spoke in the last verse of the kindling of the «fire”,
which was to inflame men’s minds so as to bring about that baptism
of Blood, wherewith He was to be baptized.

5L “Nay; but rather division.”” The reason why our Lord dwells
Upon this (the explanation of which is given in St. Matthew’s Gospel)
1§ to save His disciples from disappointment, and to prepare them for
What might haye staggered their faith, had they not received this
Olewarning,

54—59, Ignorance of the Signs,

litsfl' “He said also to the people.” Turning.appa,rently from the
stte-band of disciples close to Him to address in louder tones those
l_igndmg around, Very similar language was addressed to tl.le Pha-
Sm;es_and Sadducees on another occasion, where, though the signs are
xvi e; hr_? t different, the general lesson is the same (See on St. Matt.
Y My ),
asig%‘]“Ye hypocrites.”” Because they could, if they chose, judge quite
57 o Of the signs of the times, as of those of the weather. ,
""" " Why even of yourselves” &g Why even without signs, by
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aDp.. 588 When thou goest with thine adversary ¢, the

d n the wav, oive dilie
¢ w2 5. magistrate, Das thow art 1n 3 Y, 8V diligey,

Matt. 5. 25. st be delivered from him; Jag
o par, that thou may est e ‘ ha
"5 Lale thee to the judge, and the judge deliver f,
Yeui, 5. 6. to the officer, and the officer cast thee into prison

59 T tell thee, thou shalt mot depart thence, ()
sse0 Mark thou hast paid the very last 2 mite.

- CHAPTER XIIT.

14 vreacheth repentance upon the punishment of the Galileans, g5
1 g‘t?;:el)ii.l:ie(fl’hefruit{’ess fig tree may not stand. 11 He hedleth the Cr:)oke:%
woman : 18 sheweth the powerful working of the word in the hearts o
His chosen. by the parable of the grain of mustard seed, and of learen »
24 echorleth to enter in at the strait gate, 31 and reproveth Ilerod and
Jerusalem.

HERT were present at that season some that
told Him of the Galileeans, whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices.
2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose
ye that these Galileans were sinners above all the
Galileeans, because they suffered such things?

that light of conscience and reason which God has given you, do ye not
judge rightly of Me and of My doctrine ?

53. “ When thou goest” &c. This seems to be a brief parable,
setting forth the necessity of speedy repentance. It is not wise to press
every part of the passage into a spiritnal meaning, The general lesson
would be that, as you would do your best to make up the difference
with an adversary, who had you in his power, to escape being cast into
prison, so would you, if you judged what is right (57.), o your best,
while the time of grace lasts,—while yet “in the way” to judgment,—
to flce from the wrath to come (See on St. Matt. v. 25, 26.).

CHAPTER XIII.

1--5. How to regard God’s judgments,

1. “ The Galileeans, whose blood” &e. Nothing is known of the
event here named. Probably these Galileans had taken part in some
movement against the Roman government, and Pilate had ordered his
soldiers to fall upon them while offering sacrifice in the outer court of
the Temple (See on xxiii. 12.). Those who spoke to our Lord thought
that so fearful a death proved the great sinfulness of those on whom
it fell, or at least they wished for our Lord’s opinion on this which Was
probably a popular view. It has always been a temptation with ignorant
people to suppose heavy afflictions to be proofs of great sin, This was
the argument of Job's friends, who continually urged upon him that
he could not be in such distress except through his own fault (Job iv- 7-
vil 214, 20, xxii. 5.).

. 2. “Buppose ye ” &e. Our Lord’s answer is very valuable as teach-
ing us how to regard God’s judgments, We are not to regard them 8
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, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye ghall A.D.29.
1.awise perisi.

all hgf.“fhos% eighteen, upon whom the tower in

% o fell, and slew them, think ye that they were

siloa = vove all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?  2Qn debtore,

E1d { rS
#Sgn}letell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall cb.1ie.

Jl Jikewise perisi.
¢ q He spake also this parable; *A certain man "Mati. 1. 10

gpecial punishments folr the special sins of the sufferers; but we are to

regafd them as general warnings against sin, and as calls to repentance
gee on St. John ix. 8.). It is very possible that those who came to our

Lord may have hoped that in answering their doubts about the special

sinfulness of these Galileeans He would take occasion to condemlljl the

wuel and_sacrilegious conduct of the Roman governor, and so have

esposed Himself to his wrath. We see here however "as ever, how

gtrictly our Lord forbore to mix Himself up with any p;)litical or state

]f‘emonat(igii rsf%;lli 14-):t§n§1 also with what wisdom He ever turned
is questiol upon their own consciences.
3. “I tell you, Nay:” &. Whenev

terrible calamity, how are we to rega i ‘Tve hear or read of any

_ gard it? Not as tell

concerning the sufferers themselves ;—we are notaih:irn')gdus anytclf m'g

are texpr_essly t&]}d thal;c their sufferings are no proof {]I;Iatg(isﬁe;nw ;;g
eater sinners - r :

gu t r6pestanc :,lni g;ssll‘i,c Ifil at;)s:lllsﬁ eaogﬁeggf :—-}—lbut as an afw?k_ening

a faint shadow of that everlastin amity, however awful, is but
: g destruction which shall h

us, if we repent not. Perhaps i hich shall overwhelm

i b . ps 1n the wo d 1 K ”» . e
ike manner’) our Lord may have had inrvi h?he“ 1fse (meaning ‘in

of Jerusalem, when & ew the fearful destruction

, vast number of the Jews were actually slain i

and about the Temple: though of 4 actually slain in

Ieaning also, ) ugh of course His words have a wider
4, “Or those eigh ’» . A

second instance ofe:a,gt:rerﬁ]' Qllr. I:ord Himself brings forward this

His hear e calamity, no doubt fresh in the minds of
¢ Wrou ehrs, 120 show that the lesson is the same, whether the calam'g

aCCidentsg In.ié a?;la!:;s gritb_y 823 OI{I those occu;*rences which we c:aﬂ

g ( is God’ . e

?n;i is)% ltth He cries aloud to all n?en Tc]:dr:g]elg? r?illlgmiml}es the blow,

0 whié]l] ;”E;;Stpftfba‘}}gﬁlerfﬁ 1f:losekm the walls of the “c?’?ya sf?c(()){wgg
65 o e that spoken i nd &

i. 5.3 ‘?%lillizzli s};e,r,sonlsf (Siloam is gnentiogidasinhg‘gl?]golflalufﬁ ’ie'n;d talled

A 0 . » - . VA

tif;]'pof Jerusalem, the ‘}J{iéﬁg};eﬁ?{}] in His mind the coming destruc-

& haemple and other buildings, in tl ere may refer to the downfall of
Sall the wicked perish ; ngs, in the ruin of which numbers perished.

perish in the ruin of the world itself,

8 « 6—9. The Barren Fig-tree.

f : . He % - .
‘?:'Zg(?mg “O?Vﬁseat?gzo &e:‘ Plainly in close connection with tbe
- f’hill 1i]l likewise ’p g‘ig]},l,ng on the warning, “Except ye repent,
vi €rtain T r
Neyard Wi ch{?;:; &e. The owner of the vineyard is God; the
people (Isai, v. 1.) ; and the fig-tree the individual
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AD.20 had a fig tree planted in his vineyarq.
came and sought fruit thereon, and found ;Jone

7 Then said he unto the dresser of hig Vineyg
Behold, these three years I come seeking fyyj TOd,
this fig tree, and find none: cut it down ; why euny
bereth it the ground ? ;

8 And he answering said unto him, Lord, let
alone this year also, till I shall dig about 1t, gy
dung <:

and he

——

sinner who is still in impenitence. It is not unusual in the East t,
find fig-trees planted among the vines in a vineyard. Tt seems g
though a fig-tree, rather than one of the vines, is chosen, because it
stands out distinct among the rest, and so the eye is, as it were, fixed
upon it as a distinet object ; and the mention of only one has the same
purpose—namely to bring it home to ecach individual conscience as
a clear distinct likeness of the sinner himself (So with “a man” in
St. Matt. xxii, 11.).

“He came and sought” &c. God is continually seeking fruit on
His trees. But He specially comes, when by His messengers, such as
the prophets of old, but above all His own beloved Son, He visits His
people and calls them 1o repentance.

7. “The dresser of his vineyard.” This is our blessed Saviour,
to whom is given the government of the kingdom,—the care of God’s
vineyard.

“These three years.* Several explanations of the “three years”
have been given, the best perhaps being that which supposes them to
refer to the three years of our Lord’s public ministry, But probably it
is better not to press them into any special meaning, but to understand
the words as implying simply, ¢ Again and again I come seeking fruit.’

““Cut it down;” &c. This is the decree of strict justice,—the doom
which every barren tree deserves. Our Lord Himselt taught this most
strikingly in that which we may call His great parable of action—
namely, the cursing of the barren fig-tree (See on St. Matt, xxi. 19.).

“ Cumbereth.” That is, * occupies uselessly'—*¢ makes unfruitful and
‘ valueless.’

8, “Lord, let it alone” &c. The word “Lord” here would per-
haps be better translated °Sir, or ‘Master,” as being the specch of
the “dresser of the vineyard” to the owner. Tt is easy to see in this
“dresser of the vineyard ” a picture of Him who “ever liveth to }nak@
“intercession for us”, and in answer to whose pleadings many a sinnef
is spared for farther trial; for God is “Jong-suffering to us-ward, uot
“willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance
(2 St. Pet. iii. 9.). f

“Dig about it, and dung it That is, give it every chance ©
bearing fruit. Spiritually this implies thoso special dealings and SHP;
plies of grace by which the sinner may be led to repentance. Perha};-_
our Lord had in view the still impenitent Jews, and those more l’fanf 0
fest calls, and fuller outpourings of the Holy Spirit, which Wel@m
follow His Crucifixion and Ascension, But doubtless such 1'61181 0
calls, and strivings of the Spirit, occur often in the lives of those ¥
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¢ bear fruit, well: and if not, then after A.D.29.

if i ;
9 and cut it down.

ﬂl.‘lt thot shalt

) q And e was teaching in one of the syna- i-‘Di 30.
f ¥ 24th Yea
I : the aabbath. i et
aues on - ‘} : Lord’e life,
%7 And, behold, there was a woman which had
Hi]-if of infirmity cighteen years, and was bowed
" ther, and could in no wise lift up herself.
s
i"f.; And when Jesus saw her, He called Zer fo
ﬂf';’ and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed
by : . o x
(om thine infirmity. .
13 v And He Jaid ITis hands on her: and imme- BRI 1614
Jiately she was made straight, and glorified God.
14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with
indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the

despise the riches of God's ““forbearance and long-suffering, not knowing
«hat the goodness of God leadeth” them “ to repentance™ (Rom, ii. 4.).

g. “If it bear fruit, well.” The word “well” is not in the original
Greck,  There 18 a pause after the word “fruit,” but it could not be
petter filled up,

«1f not,” &e. The pleading is only for a longer trial. The * dresser
“of the vineyard” does not ask that the barrcn tree may stand there
for ever. There is a limit to the prayers of the Intercessor, and to
the long-suffering of God,

The pains of the vine-dresser, together with the evident uncertainty
of the result, may well illustrate the mystery of God’s grace and man’s
free-will, so strikingly joined together by St. Paul in the words, ¢ Work
“out your own salvation with fear and trembling ; for it is God which
“worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Phil. ii.

12, 13),

10-17, The Healing of the woman with a spirit of
infirmity on the Sabbath-day.

1. “A gpirit of infirmity.” It seems plain from our Lord’s words
to the ruler of the synagogue, in which He says the poor woman had
been bound by Satan (16.), that the affliction here named was something
more than mere natural infirmity, and was caused by the power of an
Gl spirit, though without that possession of the whole being which
¥ %0 terrible in other cases.

Itlgl “He called her to Him.”* Not waiting till she begged for help.

I&Lems not unlikely that she, together with others, had come on
Purpose t0 meet our Lord, and hoping to obtain relief, for the ruler

éayt('?‘l‘;y“agﬂgue bids them “ come and be healed” on some other

thit?i{“ And He laid His hands on her” Probably at the same time
Te uf}tquke the words, “ Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.
14, « Would be a mark of special kindness and favour.

— " With indignation.” Pretended, not real. This man was a

I, o SR _ ;
ler of e 8magogue,” See on St. Mark v, 22.
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‘a0, sabbath day, and said unto the people, “Theye
c;@z}. 20.9. Six days ig " which men ought to work:. i, th?.m
e matt.12.10. therefore come and be healed, and 4yt o tﬁ
Nar<o-® sabbath day. . ‘ ]
el 15 The Lord then answered him, and sald 7
ech.14.5.  hypocrite, e doth not each one of you on the Sabbat),
loose his ox or Ass ass from the stall, and leaq him
away to watering ? _

ren19.0. 16 And ought not this woman, fheing a f]&ughter
of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo the,
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on
sabbath day?

17 And when He had said these things, all
adversaries were ashamed: and all the people re.
joiced for all the glorious things that were done
by Him.

18 9 Then said He, Unto what is the kingdom
of God like? and whereunto shall I resemble it?

. ——— e ——— S G U ——— ———

“hypocrite” (15.); and was really angry because Christ had done so
wonderful a miracle, not because it was on the Sabbath-day.

15. “Doth not each one” &e. Our Lord uses a like argument on
several occasions (See xiv. 5. St, Matt. xii. 11.), always to the effect
that, if it were allowable to give help on the Sabbath to a beast, it
must be far more so to a man. (For the use of the Sabbath see on
St. Matt. xii. 8.)

16. ““ A daughter of Abraham.” Not only of the human race, but
stiil more of the chosen race of Abraham, which to the ruler of the
synagogue, himself of the same race, would be a weighty addition to
the argument.

“ Lioosed from this bond.” Our Lord is still carrying on the com-
parison with the loosing of the ox or the ass. “You,” He would say,
‘spend time and labour in loosing a dumb beast to give it water after
‘being tied up a few hours; I with a word and a touch loose one of
* God’s chosen race from a bondage of eighteen years.’

This miracle may fitly suggest a spiritual application,—namely the
lifting up by the power of Christ to new life and heavenly desires of
those whose eyes and hearts have been long bowed down to earth by
worldliness or covetousness or fleshly lusts.

18,19, The Mustard Seed.

St. Matt, xiii. 31, 32,  St. Mark iv, 30—34.

18. “ Then said He.” If, as many think, these two short parables
were either repeated on this occasion, or spoken only on this occasio™
being grouped with the others by St. Matthew for the purpose of Héf
struction, they would very naturally foretell the growth and triwmp?
that kingdom which was already manifesting itself in the relief of D¢
and banishment of evil,
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¢ is like a grglin Of_ mustard seed, which g A.D. 0.
19 i, and cast into his garden; and it grew,

palk tﬂ ge’d a great tree; ‘and the fowls of the aip

and 813 Llill the braIlChCS of it.

ndo And again He said, Whereunto shall I liken
’ kinnglﬂ.Of God ? y

thfl It is like leaven, which a woman took and

il in three measures of meal, till the whole was
i

savened.

]e;.z qs And He went thrpugh the cities and vil- « Matt.o. 35,
s teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. k&%

13%3 Then said one unto Him, Lord, are there few

hat be saved? And He said unto them,

o4 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for

f

20, 21. The Leaven,
St. Matt. xiii. 83,

22—30. The Strait Gate. .
Compare St. Matt. vii. 13, 14, 22, 23,

99, “Journeying toward Jerusalem.” This takes up again the
mention of the last great missionary tour of our Lord (See on ix. 51.
and x. 88.). There is no necessity to believe that all which St. Luke
has related since he first mentioned our Lord’s stedfast purpose of
ging up to Jerusalem took place during this journey. It is probable
that the Evangelist has turned aside to relate other matters without
regard to the actual time of their occurrence.

23. “ Then said one.” It is probable that this question was asked
in consequence of what our Lord had already said on the subject in
the Sermon on the Mount (St. Matt. vii. 14.). It had seemed a hard
saying, and had been pondered by this man, who now desired to know
more exactly our Lord’s meaning, asking, as it were, ‘ Lord, dost Thou
‘teally mean to say that only few will be saved?’ From our Lord’s
answer, which is rather severe than encouraging, we may gather that
this man asked with something of a wrong spirit, possibly doubtingly,
0r curiously,

3. “Btrive to enter in” &e, Our Lord does not answer the ques-
1110fn Put to Him, Tndeed He tells less about the _numberlsat\'gddﬂ}?ﬁ
ore, for then e had said of eternal life, * Few there be that fin ‘l't.
o Jave answered this man’s question would only have satlsﬁed curiosity.
Christ doeg better, He turns the questioner’s thoughts back upon
Imself, Tt hougl id. «I say not whether these be few or
‘many . 2 as though He said, y ' The word translated
‘ S,[“.Y-”b}lt this T say, strive to be among them. lt e
‘wéme n this place implies a severe conflict aI{)d 5 :ugags o
Dtheiybl‘}ewe', Moreover it is in the plural num e’:i’o;io

et ‘St:nders besides the one who a:skeltl the question.

«y, oDter in’* That is, to life eternal. 1 olfe
® the strait gate” The narrow entrance of repentance, and self

den .
il and the taking up the cross to follow Christ,
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A.D.%0. hmany, I say unto you, will seek to entey i

b See ot 7. shall not be able, » ang
&%T 25 'When once the master of the hoyge is
Rom. 0.3 3y and ¥hath shut to the door, and ye bf‘g‘ixisin

0

i Ps. 32,6, . v
%sai. 35, 8. stand without, and to knock at the door, sayi
e

k Matt, 25. 10, : -
e to “1Tord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall angy
mMatt.25.12. and say unto you, ™ I know you not wheneg ;Er

Je

are :
26 then shall ye begin to say, We have eatey

and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught ;
our streets, 4
n ver. 25, 27 » But he shall say, I tell you, I know yo -

Matt. 25, 41, 1 0(_1 t f H
Pz 6. 8. ' \ Ye) - . ler .

opuss  whence ye are; °depart from me, all ye wopke,

P e, 8. 12, OF MIquty,

& 13, 42. > $ * .
§5g& 28 PThere shall be weeping and gnashing (f

o Matt. 8. 11 teeth, ¥when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, ang

“ Will seek to enter in,” &c. Does not this seem to contradict thy
promise, “ Seek, and ye shall find”? It would do so, if the seeking were
the same in both cases, But here “seek” is opposed to “strive,” and
implies a weak or shallow desire: in the promise *seek” is used for
the earnest hearty endeavour, which is always blest with succes
Besides, we must not understand our Lord to mean, ¢ Many will seck
‘to enter in at the strait gate, and shall not be able.” He means rather,
* Many will seek to enter in by other ways, and shall not be able’; or
perhaps still better, ¢ Many will seck, when too late, to enter in’, a mean-
ing unfolded in the following verses. We have an instance of seeking
and not finding in the Jews, who sought righteousness, *“not by faith,
“but as it were by the works of the law” (Rom. ix, 32.). ;

25. “ When once” &c. The gate has been “strait” before: it 8
now shut, This describes the end of time, and the final closing of the
door of salvation. If it will then be shut, it is certainly open now, &l
all who “strive” may enter in, We are remindcd here of the va
appeal of the foolish virgins (St. Matt, xxv. 10—12.).

_ 26. “Then shall ye begin” &c. It becomes plain now that our Lord
is speaking chiefly of the rejection of the Jews, They were such as sough
to enter in, but could not. Christ describes them as seeking an entranc?
on the ground of their outward knowledge of Him. They were f'gm“har‘
with both His person and His teaching, and on this they relied ’

acceptance, How many are like them, and think they shall be s1¥
because they have been very mear to Christ, hearers of His word P ?e
haps eating and drinking of His Sacrament, while they have n?‘,.z
really entered in at tho strait gate, or walked in the narro¥

This passage is again a repetition from the Sermon on the Mount. der-

28. “When ye shall see” &e. This word ““see” must be unu ,.
:5}00(1 in the same sense as that in which the rich man il het'of
bsea_}th Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom” (xvi. 23.), n(é it
‘12(1111;‘{-” but of mental sight; so that it almost means the S3%
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and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, A.D. 3%,
Jﬂf‘]b’ i 4 ouiselves thrust out.

ad }"{lul they shall come from the east, and Jromn

24 :}t and from the north, and from the south

he “’{‘:1’1 «it down in the kingdom of God, ’

,u}:l]s,];m], behold, 1’{11(:1'0 aré last which shall Der Datt. 19. 30,
here are first which shall be last, Maris 16, 5.

’l'

first, and t
11 q The same day there came certain of the

_d____..‘—-—"“"""‘—_"-—._gh & T ———————e e
w“""—

«n the kingdom of God.” 'That is, the perfected and glorified
kingdom (See on St. Matt, xuii, 43.). The Jews presumed upon their
lwii?ii children of Ahmhm}ll to count themselves sure of God’s favour
d salvation, It }\'011](1 twu' 1..)0 lic;!culharly terrible to them to think
of heing shut out from the etema‘l luug,g]om to which Abraham and the
other patriarchs and prophets were admitted, And still Jower would be
heir full, when, as our Lord goes on to say, the Gentiles, whom they
despised 80 greatly, should be gathered in. _

99. “ They shall come” &c. A blessed promise of the salvation of
ihe Gentiles, Our ]_4_91'(1 had said on another occasion, * Many shall
scome” (St. Matt. viii. 11.).  He does not here repeat the “many”,
for He docs not desire to answer the question put to Him, except by
gwakening the conscience of the questioner. Yet in themselves the
redeemed and saved will be “many”, for they will be “a great multi-
“tude, which no man could number” (Rev. vii. 9.),

“8it down.” The blessedness of heaven is here, as in so many other
places, described under the figure of a feast. In itself it is such as
neither human words nor human thoughts can picture. It can only
be spoken of in a dim shadow.

30. “There are last’® &c. These “last” are the Gentiles spoken
of in the verse before. The “first,”” who will be last, are the Jews,
first in calling and privilege, who will be “ thrust out” of the kingdom
of God. The words however may also have a wider meaning, and teach
U that many highly gifted and blest may in the great Day be far
behind others held of little account (See on St. Matt. xx. 16.).

31-83, Warning concerning Herod, and our Lord’s
answer,

L “The same day.® That is, on which the conversation just
telated took place,
“There came™ &o, It seems probable that Herod had actually sent
the Pharisees with this order to our Lord to depart out of his provinge,
Y themselves adding the words concerning Herod’s murderous
Ens,) clse we can hardly aceount for our Lord’s returning the
;280 which follows, The Herod here mentioned is Herod A!{tlpafél,
tetrarch of Glilee™ (iii. 1. and see also on St. Matt, xiv. 111) "Sﬁar
ine Yords of the Pharisees would imply that our Lord was sti 1 el ot
be Gahlee itself, or (Which geems more like]y) '111 Perxa, the Iihlt
HYﬂnd the Jordan (See on St. Matt. xix. 1.), Whl,Ch also bf}d],o BREY 2
le;?é()d Antipas, The craftiness imputed to Herod in our Lord’s an;ﬂil
YW to imagine that he had some secret motive for bidding I
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. ving unto Him, Get Theg
ke, ERReR; e Herod will Kill Thee, ™% g
-‘:}’:))2 And He said unto thel?ll, Go d}’e:,[ and tg)) the
fox. Bebold, I cast out diw f}’]j?él 7 C'}O Clreg 4
s Heb. 2. 10. da{z and to morrow, qﬂd the t ¥ *1 sha e
Pe:;g,eclgo(ﬂ;ertheless T must walk to _day, and to g,
row, and the day following: for it cannot be thyy
a p]’:ophe‘b perish out of J erusalem.

34 € O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest g,

————— e,

out

—

1t. Probably he had no real thought of killing Christ, as he gy
%??301“1 the Bag:cist, for when He was sent to him by Pilate, he dug
not appear to have had any such wish (See xxiii, T—11.). Tt seenyg
as though he wanted simply to frighten Him, and 8o to induce Hiy
to leave his province, in which He was becoming too popular, ang
attracting too many followers to please the unbelieving ruler,
39, “@o ye, and tell that fox.”” It is very difficult to judge of the
exact force of expressions used in another age and country, and this
expression may not have sounded so harsh when uttered as it does to us,
Still it is doubtless meant as a rebuke—* Go and tell that crafty man—
‘that hypocrite.’ ‘

 Behold, I cast out devils,” &e. ‘I am engaged in My works of
‘mercy and blessing.’

“ To day and to morrow,” &c. These words do not signify so many
literal days, but are used as a kind of proverb, meaning for a Title
space longer. Our Lord’s message signifies that He must follow His
course of mercy for the appointed time, and then, ¢ when His hour was
“come, He would lay down His life, and crown all His labours and
“sufferings by death, But it would be His own free act. Herod
““would not either delay or hasten it” (P. Young.).

33, “ Nevertheless I must walk” &e. The word “walk” in the
original is the same as ““ depart” (31.)—literally ¢journey’ or ¢travel,—
so that our Lord takes up the Pharisees’ word, and says, ¢ Yet still I
‘am about to obey your king’s command, for T must journey on, day
‘after day, leaving his province, as he bids Me, and going towards
‘ Jerusalem.” Christ implies that though He is about thus to depart,
;}t_dﬁs. not Sri acccmut;b of Herfd’s order, but in obedience to a higher
ading. must,” because I am doing My Father's will, and passin
on to My appointed Sacrifice, S e

“It cannot be” &e. Christ does not mean that no prophet ever

perished out of Jerusalem, for many did, and the last of all—St. John
the Baptist himself—did so; but that, since no place was more not
for the martyrdom of the prophets of old, so it could mot be but that

He—the greatest of prophets—should perish there also.

34, 35. Lamentation over Jerusalem.

Compare St, Matt. xxiff, 1, Note, and 57—39.

This lamentation is gf our Lords
] given by St. Matthew at the close of our Lo
last address in the Temple, on the Tuesday hefore His Crucifixio™
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1d stonest them that are sent unto thee; A.D.30.
m,PhP'ff: 2 would I have gathered thy children
} : oittliq o hen doth gather her brood under her

Ahel, B9 1
ff’g‘dh and ye W ould not: Ts. 69. 25
g% pold, ¢ your house is left unto vou deso- 3371 %
35 21 i verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see 33 1%

. . b 5 2].
18" 41 the time come when ye shall say, * Blessed v s 1152

1\[91.1 b that cometh In the name of the Lord. Mark 11. 10.
', ¢ Le
i

ch. 19, 38,
CHAPTER XIV.

John 12. 13.
» dropsy on the sabbath: 7T teacheth humility: 12 {o
2(!::’11-'1 ?“"fiﬁ,r-l_- m{;’i un{i’m‘ the parable of the great supper, sheweth how
fons the ded men, who contemn the_trord of God, shall be shut out
worldly nm 95 Those who will be His disciples, to bear their cross must
of heat® ‘e accounts aforehand, lest with shame they revolt from Him
ke thf’% 34 and become altogether unprofitable, like salt that hath loet

t Lev. 26, 31,
32,

ND it came to pass, as He went into the house
of one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread on
ihe sabbath day, that they watched Him,

and many have supposed that St. Luke has introduced the words here,
fhough they were really spoken on the later occasion only. It seems
powever just one of those sayings that might most naturally have been
uttered on more than one occasion, and it falls in here perfectly with
our Lord’s mention of His own Death at Jerusalem, So that it is
petter to suppose it spoken on both occasions,

34, “As a hen” &e. No figure could more touchingly picture to us
owr Lord’s tender yearning for the people who despised and rejected
Him, It is the same for each one of us even now. And yet how many
are there, “ whom He would fain cherish under His fostering wings,
“and preserve from the assaults of their great spiritual enemy,” over
whom He has to repeat His bitter lamentation, becanse they will not!
“How (;ften would I”—are His sorrowful words. Shall it be always
in vain?

35. “Your house.”” When our Lord spoke these words on leaving
the Temple there could be no doubt as to their referring to the Temple;
aud therefore they probably refer to it also Lere.

CHAPTER XIV.

1-8. Healing of the Man with the dropsy on the
Sabbath.

tol' . T0 eat bread on the sabbath day.” The Jews did not scruple

6 entertainments on the Sabbath, and these must have given
v on for more than necessary labour. This makes the finding fault
Ve our Lord’s Sabbath healings all the more wicked and hypocritical.
invitg?y observe that our Lord is never fecorded to have refused an
axsin”, M2de to Him, thus showing His readiness to carry His
88 to all whe might be ready to receive them. He was equally

‘0 8it at the tabla of Publicans and of Pharisees.
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9 And, behold, there was 2 certain  myy, by
Him which had the dropsy. l | "
3 And Jesus answertng SPd] <e f“il’lo the la“"}"&rg
anatt.12.10. and Pharisees, saying, als 1t lawlul to heal ¢ e

H >bl tl 13- 2 .
S%}L) lelldct-hyey held their peace. And He togk ;,

- ealed him, and let him go;
b Ex. 25. 5. dl})da]xlld answered them, saying, ® Which of you shy
Dent 24 ve an ass or an ox fallen mto a pif, and will p
straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?
6 And they could not answer Him again to theg,
things.

7 € And He put forth a parable to those whic
were bidden, when He marked how they chose ot
the chief rooms; saying unto them,

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wed-
ding, sit not down in the highest room; lest
more honourable man than thou be bidden of him;

9 and he that bade thee and him come and say
to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with
shame to take the lowest room.

A.D. 30.

i
0,

3. “ Answering.” Either to some objections made but not recorded,
or perhaps only to the thoughts of those present.

5. “Which of you” &c. The same argument, though not quits
in the same form, was made use of by our Lord in respect of the
healing of the woman with the spirit of infirmity (See on xiii. 15))
and of the man with the withered hand (St. Matt. xi1, 11.).

3

7—11. The choosing of the lowest place.

1. A parable.” What follows is called a parable, because, while
it may be taken literally in its simple sense, it has also a wider
and deeper meaning,

“When He marked” &c. It is probable that on this occasion there
were many distinguished Pharisees present, and these gave plain proof
of their besetting pride by the way in which they chose out for them-
selves the places of chief honour. “Room” in this whole passage
simply means *place.’ '

8.  When thou art bidden” &e. This “parable” appears to be
f?unded on a like saying in the Book of Proverbs :— Put not forth
“ thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the place ©
p great men : for better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up hither;
. than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the princ

whom thine eyes have secn” (Prov. xxv. 6, 7.).

o

et o e b e e i

5. L L) » 7
have .é&?‘%&m Most of the oldest copies | would then say, * Which of you would

- Instead of “gsgs” it | “hav : m
is probably the true ;adoif;g.as%u? Iﬂ;{;’ u {u]axgii’fl 8‘2%}1&! or even an ox, fallen
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ot when thou art bidden, go and sit down A.D.s0.
| f]m@et room ; that when he that bade thee ¢ Prov. 25,
in tho 10;“; may Say unto thee, F.l'lel_ld’ go up "
ameth then shalt ‘t.hou have worship in the pre-
pight? ¢ them that sit at meat Wlth.thee,
e § For whosoever exalteth himself shall bes Toy 2, 20

and he that humbleth himself shall be brov. . es.

aod ¢ Matt, 23. 12,
bt ™’ cb. 18.14.
p:{‘&ltc{ : James 4. 6.

, ¢ Then said He also to him that bade Him, 1 Pet. 5.5
¥ ihou makest a dinner or a supper, call not

¥ h?i.i(,n(]g, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen,

”’,;; ;7:3/ rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee

jor ¢

i, and a recompence be made thee,
agiitty ™

e e e e

" o

0, “Friend, g0 up higher.” So does Christ ever speak to the
ple. Ho calls them ¢Friends,” since they are like Himself, who
!m?.]mm-k and lowly in heart.”  And He bids them “go up higher”—
hieher here, in_spiritnal gifts and graces: higher hereafter, even so
tgm sit. upon His throne of glory. And we may apply the parable
i) ihe feast to which we are bidden in the Holy Communion of the
pady and Blood of the Lord, Tt is always he who in spirit takes the
lowest place, feeling most deeply his own unworthiness, whom his Lord
nises fo the chicef place in joy and peace and strength,

“«Worship.” That is, honour.

1l “ Whosoever exalteth himself*”” &c. This is a favourite saying
of our Lord (See xviii. 14, and St. Matt. xxiii. 12.). Tt is plain that
1lis language as to the taking of places at a wedding-feast was but
to feach this great general truth, The taking of the places was but
a little matter, and one in which, although pride miggt easily show
itself, yet worldly prudence and good taste would guide a man aright.
80t was something like a parable to teach a lesson of general humility.,
It is very necessary to observe that to humble oneself for the purpose
f being ‘exalted is no humility at all, and that our Lord does not
St the hope of the “Go up higher” before us as a motive for taking
the IGWGr_ place, It must be from a genuine and simple-minded low-
Juess, or it ig hypocrisy. “The road to the honours of heaven passes
“a!t all times through the gate of humility. But let us remember that
“;;fi Bromise ‘e shall be exalted’ is made to one who ¢ humbleth himself’
"hig I‘S lowly in his own estimation, not to him who by his speech,
" end:mk’ his clothing, or by any other mere outward manifestations,
w1 VOUIS 0 appear lowly in the sight of his fellow-men, but only

90Im who jg really 80 in his inmost heart” (Denton.).

12—14, Who are our best guests.

ler?l ;;Him that bade Him.” In whom, we can hardly ddu})t, our
¥hich ﬁv much of that selfish and worldly motive in his entertainment

e © N€Te condemng,
 equaly o 7, NO oo would imagine this to forbid the invitation
Yay of ma?d “rich neighbours” Qur Lord is simply showing a better
“aining, namely by feeding the poor. \!’V;r:at He would
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Ap0o. 13 But when thou makest a feast, call o, -
onos 1o, the maimed, the lame, tho h]m}l: ,
1 " 14 and thou shalt be blessed :  for they Canngg
recompenso theo: for thou ghalt be recompengeg

at the resurrection of the just.

15 € And when ono of them that sat at meat, wig,
tRev.10.0. Tim heard these things, he said unto Him, f Bleggy
is ho that shall eat bread in the kingdom of G,
sMatt.22.2. 16 €Then said He unto him, A eertain pg,
made a great supper, and bade many :

I ——————
— T ——rtae

4
—

teach is, ¢If thou wouldest be blessed in thy entertaining, do not ek
‘to entertain those who will do the same by thee, making thee ,
‘recompence ; but share thy good things with those who need, ang
‘then God will recompense thee.

14. “The resurrection of the just® That 1s, that blessed regup
rection to eternal life of which the just alone shall be partakers— ),
“resurrection of life” (St, John v, 29,). There is another resurrection
—that of the unjust—which is “to shame and everlasting contempt”
(Dan, xii, 2.)—"“the resurrection of damnation” (8t. John v. 29.),

15—24. Parable of the Great Supper.

15. ¢ Blessed is he” &c. This exclamation was called forth by the
mention of the recompence at the Resurrection of the just, and meant,
‘Blessed is he who shall win that recompence.’ Probably the speaker
was not thinking much of the way to win it, but, as being one of God's
chosen people, was flattering himself that he should doubtless be a
gharer in the Resurrection spoken of, The blesscdness of the future
kingdom was of old pictured under the image of a feast (See Is, xxv. 6.),
and the Jews seem to have had very earthly and carnal ideas on the
subject, and to have looked forward to an actual feast, such as this
man speaks of.

18. ““ A certain man made a great supper” We may observe that
our Lord does not begin this parable by saying, ‘The kingdom of
‘heaven is like, as He does so many. He is speaking in the midst
of a company of men who rejected that kingdom of heaven, and dis-
believed in it. Therefore He tells them about it indeed, but without
arousing their suspicions by the name, taking His parable from the
scene before Him, and beginning it without preface, *“ A certain man
“made a great supper.” God is the maker of this feast. It is *great”
—in 1ts company, for no man can number them ;—in its blessedness,
for no man can conceive this ;—in its duration, for it will last for ever.
Perhaps in the feast being called * supper ”—the great evening meal—
may be signified the fact that the bliss thus pictured is after the toils
and troubles of life’s brief day are over,

“Bade many.” Namely, first of all, the Jewish nation, who were

sy

—

15-24, The Great Supper. Quite | points in the two resemble each other
a different parable from that of the Mar- | (See Note on St. Matt. xxal. 1.).
nage of the King's Son, though some

-
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i1 and "sent his servant at gy

: PPer time to gay 4
. . -D. 80,
i e.n: 12:;1& were bidden, Come; for o1 things, pr—
g DOW TEEL). ‘

Proy, 9,
) 2,5
o 7 all with one eonsent bogs

And they all w1 1Sent began to mglc

éis& The first said unto him T haye bought :,

e,_ece of ground, and I must needg

1 rav thee have me excused,

go and sce it -
19 ‘And another said, I have bought five yoke

of osen, and I go to prove them: J pray thee
pave me excused.

20 And_another said, I have marrieq o wife. and
therefore 1 cannot come, )

et

idden by the Law and the Prophets to the feast of the

i}‘]rom what follows (See on 21.) we gather that our Lord%?asgi)e};l viBf;:
chiefly those to whom the Law and the Prophets spoke most loudly
namely the learned classef.; and the teachers of the people,—* the priesft,:s
“and the elders, the scribes and the Pharisees, in opposition to the
“publicans and sinners, and all the despised portions of the people”
(dbp. Trench.).

17. “8ent his servant at supper time” &e, This appears to have
been ‘a customary observance on the part of great men in the FEast.
Spiritually, “his servant” represents our blessed Lord, who “took
“upon Him the form of a servant” (Phil. ii. 7.); and “supper time”
signifies that “ fulness of time” when the blessings of the Gospel were
ready for all who would accept them.

18. “With one comsent.”” Not as having really agreed together,
but as if they had agreed together, Observe, the excuses which follow
are not those of hardened wickedness or obstinate unbelief; but rather
spring from a careless unconcern. They exactly picture to us what
our Eord meant in the parable of the Marriage of the King’s Son,
when He said those invited “made light of” the invitation (St. Matt.
xxtifi';[i),;ve bought a piece of ground,” &c. There is nothing in itself
sinful aseribed to any of these men, Their sin is allowing Iauéf uith;?ﬁf
to occupy the first place in their hearts,—in short their F‘t 1fn=é a;thlv
sfore heaven, This first man is ensnared bly .j‘hs pgtﬁcrg& and to
Possession, It is a joy to him to look upjf;} = ](;bthi?g.tioy for the joys
think, ¢ Al this is mine’; and he comnGs Ug&%lly: he does not give
of the “great supper.” Yet he speaks reip . for another invitation,
up all thought of heaven, Doubtless he hopes

when he re disposed to go. . g is © oettin

19, « Im;gvze ';?)cx’ight Eve yoke of oxen. g};ﬁ ég?::pied ngt Witﬁ
“ What the other has already got” (4bp. Trench.). the cares and anxieties
e contemplation of his possessions, -b'ut w“?l must give his time and
of his calling, He has to make his living, o2 or. who is taken up with
hig thoughts to it. He is described as @ f?‘:} the * great supper.”
the business of his farm. He has no leisure 107 550 qored by family
- 20, « Ieshf 1 arried & wife? Ths man] i?d This ho considers
ties, He mu:i? tllxlilnk of those of his own ho:)lfe 11i(1;e ‘the other two, pray
quite & sufficient excuse, so that he does 1% Kk2

R
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AD.%. 21 So that servant came, and shewed pq 1
these things. Then the master of the house 1, orq
angry said to his servant, 'Go out qm_ek]y into
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hith. "
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and ‘chg

lind. o
b 29 And the servant said, Lorq, 1t 18 done ag the
hast commanded, and yet there 18 room, 4
23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go gy
into the highways and hedges, and compel them
to come in, that my house may be filled.
2143, 24 For T say unto you, *That none of those mep

Aie15.46. which were bidden shall taste of My supper.

to be excused, but says bluntly, “I cannot come.” Even the megt
innocent relationships may keep us from God. Archbishop Trench
points out how remarkably the very next words of our Lord recordeq
by St. Luke after this parable accord with it in condemning this thirq
excuse :—*“If any man come to Me, and hate not his father, and
“mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and
“his own life also, he cannot be My disciple” (26.).

21. “Go out quickly into the streets and lanes” &c. The scribes
and Pharisees having all refused the invitation and made éxcuse, Christ
calls the ignorant and outcasts, the “publicans and sinners.” Woe
can hardly doubt that our Lord is here reminding His host of the
recept He had already given him, “Call the poor, the maimed, the
““lame, the blind” (13), as though showing him in passing that, in
God’s dealing with His people, such are the guests He freely invites,
—the spiritually poor and blind and needy. And we know that they
obeyed the call which the others “made light of.”

23. “ Go out into the highways and hedges.” This is a prophecy
of the call of the Gentiles; for, as the “city” represents the Jewish
nation, so the *“highways and hedges” represent the Gentiles scattered
in distant and unknown lands. This command to go to the Gentiles i,
according to the strict interpretation of the parable, given by God the
Father to His Son our Lord (See on 17.), who, as we know, did not
Himself bear His message of mercy to the Gentiles, being sent only
to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (St, Matt, xv. 24.). But
this is no difficulty, for what Christ does by His ministers, He does
Himself, and they were sent by Him to the Gentiles.

“Compel them to come in.” Plainly not by outward force, but
by all the powers of earnest persuasion, "

24. “For I say unto you” This verse is generally taken as Pf“d
f that which the Maker of the great supper spoke to his servant, 80 y
0 as the conclusion of the parable. But it is found in the Greek th?n
he word “you” is here in the plural, as spoken to many, whereas ke
he whole parable only one servant is addressed, Thus 1t seem® f o
able that this verse is really no part of the parable, but 8 s};)lstill
pplication of it spoken to the assembled guests at table, ﬂl"“gd thus
arrying on the language of the parable, * My supper woul

>
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25 q And there went great multitudes with Him: A.p.w
e turned, and said unto them, ' C——
®og ¥ If any man come {0 Me, 'and hate not higs et 136

and mother, and wife, and children and R
Hefhret, and sisters, ™ yea, and his own Jifo also ‘l”!'_"r--'. .10,
v cammot bo My disciple. F e T
%37 Aud " whosoever doth mot bear his cross, and»ymi 1 21,
ome after Me, cannot be My disciple, ’ o
a8 For owhich of you, intending 1o build a tower, ooy &
ih not down first, and counteth the cost, "“-1,'(-10“(‘““"

f.-atht""-

sitft‘ ™ ¢ ad -

ther he have sufiicient to finish ¢ ?

le 8 siartlu;gfmmﬁrd to them., Jesus is suddenly transformed into the

giver of the feast, and speaks with a strange authority, “1 say unto
o ¥ i

wyou, that none of those men which were bidden” (and His hicarer
must surelynha\'e known the picture of 1homsclve<)t‘:(sln];h tlitrm];
« Ny supper —* My supper, to which T not only invito 'Qnt h t'h 1( (I}
«], as the Son, with the Father, have Myself prepared fur}voﬁ" (l,sé(?;,-t 1)(’ l

26—35. Counting the cost.

" = 1) "1 . . ;
o the, ek Dhmrissds B o Bt Sy SEitr ot o
! o se, some ] e, we lLave
T e b and Phatisecs haq seon 8 el Inckwannons o soocivig
: oRine k2 , d secn a fatal backwarduess in recciving
E}; Sl:')(isgz;smu; ltlz;;t{l)?;lgsnﬁ:\;liagl in. ﬂgz‘ thronging multitudes a dangewug
wach they would have to give lxes to if dlsclllp}es OREHTES e fow
26, “Hate” This is ?L stm]I;g wofdre:im{ ci? 'eonrse does not impl
o . ) » - s not imply
ggfg’igisf:f Il;;t;ta‘lﬁe bl;;ra Il;tadme%? to act as if one hated. 'I_‘he nearrt)aé‘t
i order to follow Christ que?nénagt ﬁplzosefl,gand indletl; 1fnesc Bey
“Yea, and his own 1ii!‘; :.180 o Tlé}l;,f ;ic:zs:)'cleaﬂ\ the meaning of
the “hain? 7 TN B M caping o
o Gl;atti.e ]o:Effe tg;_a é‘ffis ?f ]}fe, w]nc‘l{) is ‘natural to all, stands in%thc
e Pl b £ 1,) ’]ﬂe must be ready to cast life itself aside,
Cliist (Seo Phil, ot 7a8) clonging to it but loss that we may win
“ PO e
& I?L 1 S:‘;?I?Sie\rfg doth not bear his cross.” This must have been
s, who cogldobef eager multitude. It was hard when said to Apos-
s : ter count the cost (See on St. Matt. x. 38.). To
Chric ] peog) e it must have been chilling and discouraging. But
Narls tha o) not allow them to cherish:false hopes. He speaks hard
but thag o may know well that He‘had 10 earthly reward to bestow,
“of Grod ( Ai t must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom
98, e v 1 ClS Xiv, 22.), :
(ning thech of you,” &e. Our Lord sets forth the necessity of
Petgbles o cost before undertaking to be His disciple in two short
“tly work W%l which represent the folly of beginning any great and
gf’m_l?’l&ie it 'i‘ hout haymg calculated whether we shall be able to
hritiayg i e first is faken from the building of a tower. The
build a tower, laying Christ as his foundation, and
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: hath laid the foupg...

90 Test haply, after he | ndat,
and is not able to finish 4, all that behold 4 beg?ﬂ
to mock him :

030 S&ying,’ This man began to build, ang Wag
ble to finish. ) '
n0§1&0r what king, going to make war against an-
other king, sitteth not down first, and consultey,
whether he be able with ten thousand to meet hiny

that cometh against him with twenty thousand ?

39 Or else, while the other 1s yet a great way
off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth cqy.
ditions of peace.

33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that for.
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be My
disciple. ‘ |
pyatt.5.13. 34 PSalt s good: but if the salt have lost his
Mark %0 cavour, wherewith shall it be seasoned ?

A.D. 30.

building thereon the ““gold, silver, precious stones” of faith and holiness
(See 1 Cor, iii. 11—13.), adding grace to grace, and knowledge to know-
ledge, till his tower reaches unto heaven. But if he only lay the
foundation, and then for lack of courage and endurance forsake the
work, he is justly mocked for his folly.

31, “Or what king,” &c. Any man undertaking to follow Christ
without having weighed the difficulties and dangers he will have to
undergo, is like a king going out to battle against another far more
powerful, without having bethought him how his weak forces can with-
stand the strength of the enemy., He is sure to be worsted and put
to shame. Had he known his own weakness and the enemy’s strength
in time, he would have shrunk from the unequal encounter, and yielded,
seeking terms of peace, Ko, Jesus would say, do ye, who are eager
to cast in your lot with Me, reckon whether yve have strength to
endure the battle that is before you, and, if not, do not rashly engage
in it, The king “with ten thousand” is a man not without some
strength and resources, but weak for the encounter before him. The
king “with twenty thousand” is the great and difficult work which
has to be met and conquered by the Christian., The sending an
‘ ambassage’ (or ‘embassy’) to desire peace is the ghrinking from un-
dertaking what he feels lie is not strong enough to carry out.

83. “8o likewise,” &e. The cost of being Christ’s disciple is the
{01'%1k1ng of all that he_hath._ If any one, reckoning with limself,
}lileui g;e]]gilggtzﬁcinilgi ﬂf}i]s'slacﬂl'ﬁce’ he had better not begin the work.

< e « hi . . -

bz the batile o finish his tower: his force is not strong enough
. 34. “8Balt i3 good:” &e. This figure is used of the Christian man
:;;e;hgﬁ;g;l?;;.on the Mount (See on St. Matt. v.13,). Here it 1
1156 P € lmg in the Christian man, As it appears to belong 0
cacrif C:g-é,;‘l? ﬁoqwersatlon, we must understand it of that spirit of sl
on St fﬁiarkc' Is declared to be 80 needful in Christ's disciples (See

. 1%, 90.).  Our Lord is therefore declaring how savourless
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35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the A.D.3o.
dunghill ; buf men cast it out. He that hath ears
to hear, let him hear.




