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CHAPTER XYV,
Final Discourse continued.

1. “I am the true Vine.” Those who think the discourses of thig
and the next chapter were uttered after leaving the upper-chambey
and on the way to Gethsemane, have pointed out that our Lord ang
the Eleven would pass close to the Temple, over the gates of which
was a gigantic golden vine, the clusters of grapes on which were gix
fect in length. This, it is thought, may have been used by our Lorq
as the occasion of His parable of the Vine. It is however hetter per-
haps to suppose that our Lord is still speaking in the upper-chamber
(Sce on xiv. 31.). We may ohserve that, strictly speaking, St. John
gives no parable of our Lord, for this of the Vine, like the discourse
upon the Good Shepherd (See on x. 1—21.), is not cast in the form
of a true parable, the spiritual meaning being mingled with the figure
throughout. Still we may in a looser sense not improperly speak of
this as a parable. Marvellously instructive is the figure here used. Tts
great leading lesson is that of the spiritual unity between Christ and
His Church. When Christ says, *“I am the true Vine”, He speaks of
stem and branches together, joining His people in a blessed oneness
with Himself. His Church is His Body, and this He counts as part
of Himself £See this truth most strongly asserted by St. Paul, under
the image of the marriage union, in Eph. v.30.). Under the Old Cove-
nant the Jewish people were God's Vine (See Ps. Ixxx, and Is. v. 1—T7.).
Now Christ declares that they were but a type of the ““true Vine”,—
even Himself and His Church, in which the ancient types and shadows
found their fulfilment and reality, We must not omit to notice the
bearing which this solemn discourse on union with Christ has upon
the great sacramental act of union but just before instituted. Although
St. John gives no account of that institution itself, yet none other
utters such profound teaching upon the very central truth of the Holy
Communion as he who records the Sermon on the Bread of Life at
Capernaum (in vi.), and the parable of the True Vine.

“ My Father is the Husbandman” That is, the Lord or QOwner of
the vineyard, at whose will, and for whose glory, it exists. The same
comparisgl; is made in the parable of the Barren Fig-tree (See St. Luke
xiii, 6—9.).

2, “Every branch in Me” &c. NOtB.WGH that there are branches in
Christ which bear not fruit, Every bapjzlzed Christian has been grafted
into Christ,—made a branch in His Vine. ‘We gay in our Catechism
that in Baptism we arc made members of Christ, ~ We might express
exactly the same truth by saying we are made branches of Christ. For
what the member is to the hody, the branch is to the tree. And just
as there are sickly, helpless, or unruly members in the Body, so are
there sickly, barren, or wanton branches in the Vine, It is not every
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that lives and thrives for a time that ends in bearing good fruit. What
the good fruit is we learn from St. Paul's list of the *“fruit of ﬂ:c Npirit
(Sce Gal. v. 22, 23.). The barrén l_tmnchos God * taketh away. T l_mf 13
the “ Cut it down” of the Barren Fig-tree. Dut how fearful is tha:t “Iilch
is meant by this “taketh away™! This is unfolded farther on (See 6.).

« He purgeth it,” &ec. Literally, ‘ cleanseth it.” The fruitful branch
is not let alone. In a fruitful trec we sce the ga}rdcm:r prune and cut
pack the strongest shoots; he cleans off the blight, and cuts out the
canker. An ignorant person might think he was injuring the tree.
But we know he does it “that it may bring forth more fruit.” So
God deals with the branches in His Vine. If they are bearing {ruit,
He checks and prunes and purges them, often using sharp and painful
means, cutting off health or comfort or this world’s goods, taking away
the dearest objects of love, and thus chastening and humbling them.
This outward purging is very wholesome, and often necessary before
the branch is really as fruitful as it should be. DBut we must not forget
that God has also an inward purging for His branches, a secret disci-
pline and training, a cleansing through His word and its searching
power, of which we read in the next verse.

3. “Now ye are clean” &ec. Literally, ¢ Already are ye clean.” So
Clrist had declared at the washing of the feet (See xiii. 10.), and He
speaks in the same sense here. He does not mean, ‘Already ye are
‘purged and cleansed so as to bring forth that more abundant fruit, of
‘which I spake’, for there was much purging still in store for them:
but, * Ye have indeed been already once cleansed’—* Ye are grafted as
‘clean pure branches into Me—therefore’ (in the next word) ¢ ““ Abide.”’
May not this be understood: ‘Ye have been justified ; persevere, and in
‘sanctification bring forth much fruit’? But their cleansing was “through
“the word”, that 1s, not any one special saying of Christ, but throngh
His teaching. This begot in them the faith which brought them to
Him for the cleansing of justification. And, we may well observe,
this word is also God’s instrument (under the Holy Spirit) of sanc-
tification, for Christ prayed, “ Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy
“word is truth” (xvil. 17.). 'We must weigh with the present passage
St. Paul's words, in which he says that « Christ also loved the Church,
“and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it
“with the washing of water by the word” (Ephes. v. 25, 26.).

4. “ Abide in Me,” By grace are we called; our work is to make
our “calling and election sure” (2 St. Pet. 1. 10.). We are branches ;
our work is to abide in the Vine. The true position of the Christian
is rather that of one fighting lest he lose the blessed inheritance which
has been given him, than that of one fighting in the hope of at length
winning a place in the kingdom of heaven. He is already a child of
God, an heir of the kingdom, a sheep of the fold, a branch of the
Vine, The command he needs is, “ Abide in Me.”

“And I in you,” That is, ‘And so shall I abide in you’ We
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abide in Christ by cleaving to Him in faith love and obedience, He
abides in us by imparting to us His grace, and giving life Yo our oy
Perhaps we could not select a better place than this for calling attention
to the wonderful frequency of the expression ‘in Christ’ throughont the
Epistles. The Epistle to the Ephesians especially abounds with the ey.
pression, every spiritual blessing being spoken of as bestowed ¢ in Chrigp
(See especially the first chapter.). In this place we learn something of
the nature of this most blessed union, of which the fruits are so manifolq,

““ As the branch.” The branch has no free will to sever itself, ag
man has. But it may be torn from the tree, and then it dies, because
the sap can no longer flow into it from the stem. So when a man
severs himself from Christ he breaks the channels of spiritual life, and
spiritually dies. The sap of the tree represents that inner life which flows
from Christ to all His branches : and what is this but the Holy Spirit?

5. “I am the Vine,” &c. If we distinguish here between the vine
and the branches, the vine would mean the stem of the tree, from
which the branches draw their life and strength. But it is better to
understand by the vine the whole tree, including the branches (See
on 1.), for the Christian is in very -truth a part of Christ—a member
of Christ—even as the branch is a part of the tree,

“Without Me.” This does not simply mean ‘without My help’,
but ‘apart from—that is, severed from—Me.” It is the same thought
as that which is expressed in the latter part of the 4th verse, only
more strongly stated, for here the utter helplessness for good of the
man who is not in Christ is most plainly declared.

6. “As a branch.” That is, ‘as a branch broken off from the tree.

““ Withered;” &e. An awful picture of the end of the man who has
forsaken Christ! There is first the spiritual death—the withering;
then the eternal death—the burning,

7. “If ye abide in Me,” &c. Jesus now leaves the figure, and speaks
in plain language, though the figure is still present to His mind, and
re-appears in the mention of bearing fruit (8 and 16.). Observe here
instead of saying ‘I in you’, our Lord says *“ My words abide in you.”
This is one sign and fruit of Christ’s abiding in us. When He is in
us, His words are very dear to us, and we love to keep His command-
ments, Tt is then that our prayers are heard and answered, Nor can
wo doubt that St. John was thinking of this gracious promise, when
Ee said, “ Whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His
ucommandments” (1 St. John iii. 22.). When Christ promises, “Ye

shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you”, we must
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remember that all such promises concerning prayer are limited by God's
will (See on xiv. 13.). Indeed the Evangelist himself most plainly says
so in another place, when he writes, “ This is the confidence that we
“have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to Iis will, He
“ heareth us” (1 St. John v. 14.). It appears morcover that the prayers
here spoken of are closely connected with the bearing of fruit, aud, if
so, are to be understood as petitions for spiritual rather than for temporal
blessings. Let us not fail to notice that in the words ¢ what ye will”
the true desire of the heart is implied. How many pray without any
real wish that their prayers may be granted! This is no true prayer.
“They whose hearts desire nothing pray for nothing” (Bishop Wilson.).

8. ‘“Herein” &c. The word ““ Herein” belongs to what follows, not
to what goes before. The sense is, My Father is glorified in this—
‘namely that ye bear much fruit” Christ taught us to pray to the
Father, and say, “Hallowed be Thy Name.” Do we ask, ‘ How shall
‘we hallow God’s Name? Here is an answer :(—‘ By bearing much
‘fruit’ ; for so shall men “see your good works, and glorify your Father
“which is in heaven” (St. Matt. v. 16.).

“ So shall ye be My disciples.” That is, by bearing the good fruit.
This alone will prove us to be Christ’s true disciples, for He has
“chosen” and “ ordained” us for the very purpose that we should bear
fruit (See on 16.).

9. “ As the Father” &ec. How wondrous must be Christ’s love to
‘“ His own” to be compared with the Father’s love to Him! If “ God
““s0 Joved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son™ (iii. 16.) to
die for the world, what must be His love for that only-hegotten Son
Himself! Yet no less is that Son’s love for His sinful servants,

“ Continue ye in My love.” The word *“ Continue” is the same
“which is translated *“ Abide” in the former verses. But “ when Christ
“says, ‘Abide ye in My love’, it is not plain what love He means,
“ whether that by which we love Him or that by which He loves us.
“Yet it is decided by the foregoing words: for He had said ‘So have
“¢T loved you’; and then adds, ‘Abide ye in My love’: therefore it
“is in that love with which He loveth us™ (St. dugustine.). This com-
mand then signifies, ¢ Take heed lest ye lose the love which I have be-
£ 5k erin s ¥
&th.Uils gfpo ;Ljﬁgép” &e. Thus is the keeping of Christ’s command-
ments not only the only pr%)f cif om; love to Him (See xiv. 15.), but

- way to retain His love to us. . L
.alb‘{: g.fegng; :[”y &e. The Son, perfectly fulﬁl}lng the Father’s will,
abides in the perfect enjoyment of the Father’s love (See on v. 18
St. Augustine’s rule for understanding such sayings as this.).
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11. “That My joy* &ec. *“The joy of Christ is His owy
“Dliss, the joy of the holy Son in the consciousness of the love ¢
“and of His unity with the Father” (Licke quoted by Stier,), Thig
great joy Christ imparts to “His own”, so that it is in them, the fouy,
tain of their own *“‘joy” “in believing” (Rom. xiv. 17.). Thug does
Christ fulfit His own command, ‘Let not your heart be troubleq
(xiv. 1.). The heart caunot be greatly troubled in which Christ’g joy
abides.

“ That your joy” &c. This means, ‘that your own peace and hy
‘ piness, being raised and perfected by the indwelling of Mine, may g
‘full’—as full, that is, as may be in this world where there must stjjj
be “tribulation” (xvi. 33.). Let us not forget that it is written of the
blessedness of Christ’s kingdom in tkhis world that *“ Eye hath not seen
“nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the things;
“which God hath prepared for them that love Him”, for St. Paul con-
tinues,o“But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit” (1 Cor,
ii. 9, 10.).

Obserz'e that this beautiful verse concerning joy springs out of the
thought of abiding in Christ’s love. It is because of that, His measure-
less love to us, that He imparts to us of His joy, and it is the know
ledge of that same love which is the source of our joy.

12. “That ye love one another.” A repetition of the great “ new
“commandment” (See on xiii, 34.) in order to its fuller explanation
in the following verses. Christ has spoken of His disciples abiding in
His love. This they cannot do except by keeping His commandments,
And they cannot keep His commandments except by loving one an-
other, for “love is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom. xiii. 10.). So the
love of Christians to one another flows naturally out of the love of
Christ to them,

13. “Greater love” &e. “DBut God commendeth His love toward
“us, in that, while we were yet sinners” (“enemies” in 10.? “ Christ
“died for us” (Rom. v. 8.). And this love seems greater still, Yet it
is the same love of which Christ speaks, for He that died for His
friends died also for His enemies, In this place however He is not
thinking of His enemies, but rather of Iis special love to those whom
He deigns to call His “friends”. No man, He argues, can show
greater love to His friends than by dying for them; and this, which
18 the proof of Christ’s love, is to be the pattern of ours, for «“ Hereby
“perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us:
‘._‘“311{18 ;we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” (1 St. John
il 16.). |

14, “Yeo are My friends”” Blessed they to whom sueh words are
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